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PREFACE. 


The  generation  by  whom  the  independence  of 
these  United  States  was  established  and  secured, 
is  rapidly  passing  away ;  and  before  long,  we  shall 
seek  in  vain  for  a  patriot  of  the  Revolution  to 
receive  our  homage,  or  to  answer  our  inquiries 
respecting  the  important  events  in  which  he  par- 
ticipated. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  American 
people  to  suppose,  that  they  do  not  take  an  inter- 
est in  knowing  the  characters  and  actions  of  those 
to  whom  they  arc  indebted  for  the  liberty  and 
prosperity  they  enjoy.  The  lives  and  writings  of 
several  of  these  distinguished  men  have  already 
l^en  published,  and  it  is  to  be  wished  that  more 
may  follow. 

In  the  ensuing  pages,  an  attempt  is  made  to 
<lclincate  the  character  of  one,  who  was  not  the 
least  among  those  who  devoted  themselves  to  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  acquired  a  title  to  its 
gratitude. 


The  relationship  of  Ihe  author  to  the  person  he 
describes  may  have  influenced  his  opinions,  but  he 
has  stated  farls  truly,  and  from  thcra  the  reader 
will  form  his  own  conclusions. 

The  biography  of  pubhc  men  cannot  be  well 
understood  without  a  knowledge  of  the  public 
affairs  in  which  they  were  concerned;  and  hence 
it  has  sometimes  been  found  necessary  to  en- 
croach on  the  province  of  history.  This,  however, 
has  been  done  no  further  than  the  subject  re- 
quired ;  and  pains  have  been  taken,  by  means  of 
anecdotes  and  private  letters,  to  introduce  the 
reader  to  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Jay, 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  his  political 
career.  The  information  thus  afforded  will,  it  is 
hoped,  compensate  for  the  interruptions  of  the 
narrative  which  it  necessarily  occasions. 

Many  of  the  papers  and  letters  appended  to  the 
Life  are  important,  and  all,  it  is  bcUeved,  will  be 
found  interesting,  as  throwing  light  either  upon 
individual  character,  or  upon  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  to  which  they  relate. 

BedfoT'f,  April,  1833. 
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CHAPTER  L 

I 

Aneeaton  of  John  Jaj— Hif  Biith  and  Edacttion — College  Anecdotal. 

• 

John  Jay,  the  subject  of  the  following  Memoir,  left 
behind  him  an  unfinished  history  of  his  ancestors,  written 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  This  narrative  was  evidently 
intended  only  for  the  information  and  instruction  of  his 
children,  and  contains  much  that  would  not  be  generally 
interesting.  A  few  iextracts,  however,  from  this  paper, 
while  they  serve  as  an  introduction  to  an  account  of  the 
writer  himself,  will  assist  in  illustrating  his  character. 


"  You  have  often  expressed  a  wish  that  I  would  reduce 
to  writing  what  information  I  have  respecting  our  ancestors. 
I  was  pleased  to  find  that  you  desired  it ;  and  have  often 
regretted  that  a  succession  of  afiairs,  more  immediately 
important,  constrained  m6  from  time  to  time  to  postpone  it. 
My  life  has  been  so  much  a  life  of  business,  that  idle  time 
has  not  been  among  my  burdens.  In  this  place  of  peace 
and  retirement,  which  a  kind  Providence  has  provided  for 
me  in  my  declining  years,  I  for  the  first  time  enjoy  the 
sweets  of  rest  and  tranquillity.  Leisure  hours  begin  to 
increase,  and  I  purpose  to  employ  some  of  them  in  giving 
you  the  information  you  request 
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"  Wlien  and  where  we  were  Iwrn,  and  who  were  our 
progenitors,  are  questions  to  which  certain  philosophers 
ascribe  too  little  importance.  It  becomes  us  to  be  mindful 
that  the  great  Creator  has  been  pleased  to  make  men  social 
beings  ;  that  he  established  between  them  various  relations, 
and  among  others,  those  which  arise  from  consanguinity  ; 
and  that  to  all  these  relations  he  has  attached  particular  and 
corresponding  duties.  These  relations  and  duties  promote 
the  happiness  of  individuals  and  families ;  they  pervade  and 
harmonize  society,  and  are  subservient  both  to  public  and 
personal  welfare. 

"  How  fleeting,  how  forgetful,  how  frail  is  tradition  1 
There  are  families  in  this  State  who  are  ignorant  even  of 
the  names  of  the  first  of  their  ancestors  who  came  to  this 
country — they  know  not  whence,  or  why,  or  how  they 
came.  Between  those  days  and  the  period  of  our  revolu- 
tion, the  field  for  biography  has  become  barren — little  has 
been  written,  and  of  that  little  much  has  been  lost  by  the 
destruction  of  papers  during  the  war.  The  time,  however, 
is  approaching  when  this  barren  field  will  be  cultivated  by 
genius  and  by  pride ;  and,  under  the  auspices  of  obscurity 
(ever  friendly  to  fiction),  become  fertile  in  fables. 

"My  faith  m  the  generality  of  historical  relations  of 
every  kind  has  been  gradually  declining  for  these  thirty 
years.  On  various  occasions  I  have  seen  accounts  of 
events  and  affairs  which  I  knew  to  be  incorrect.  Not  a 
few  of  the  common  and  current  opinions  respecting  public 
men  and  public  transactions  are  common  and  current  mis- 
takes, designedly  countenanced  by  demagogues  to  promote 
party  or  personal  purposes.  The  time,  however,  wilt  most 
certainly  come  when  the  world  and  all  that  therein  is  will 
be  purified  in  a  refiner's  fire.  It  will  then  be  of  little  im- 
portance to  us  whether  our  ancestors  were  splendid  or 
obscure,  and  whether  events  and  characters  have  been 
truly  or  partially  represented,  or  not  represented  at  all. 

"  But  to  return. — I  have  been  informed  that  our  family 
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ii  of  Poictou,  in  FVanoe,  and  that  the  branch  of  it  to  whidi 
we  belong  removed  from  thence  to  Bochelle.  Of  our  an^ 
cestora  anterior  to  Pierre  Jay,  who  left  France  on  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  I  know  nothing  that  it 
certain.  Piore  Jay  was  an  active  and  opulent  merchant* 
extensively  and  profitably  engaged  in  commerce.  He 
married  Judith,  a  daughter  of  Mons.  Francois,  a  merchant 
in  Rochelle.  One  of  her  sisters  married  M^  Mouchard, 
whose  son  was  a  director  of  the  French  East  India  Com*> 
pany,  Pierre  Jay  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Tlie 
sons  were  Fnmcis,  who  was  the  eldest ;  Augustus,  who 
was  bom  23d  March,  1665 ;  and  Isaac.  The  daughter's 
name  was  Frances.  Mr.  Jay  seemed  to  have  been  solicit- 
ous to  have  one  of  his  sons  educated  in  England.  He  first 
sent  his  eldest  son,  but  he  unfortunately  died  on  the  passage. 
Notwithstanding  this  distressing  event,  he  immediately  senl 
over  his  son  Augustus,  who  was  then  only  twelve  yean 
old.  .  In  the  year  1683,  Mr.  Jay  recalled  Augustus,  and 
sent  him  to  Africa,  but  to  what  part  or  for  what  purpose 
is  now  unknown. 

**  The  troubles  and  violences  which  preceded  the  revoca^ 
tion  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  are  related  in  five  quarto 
volumes,  entitled 'HistoiredeL'Edit  de  Nantes,' which  you 
will  find  among  my  books.  As  those  detestable  proceed- 
ings are  amply  detailed  in  that  history,  I  decline  taking 
particular  notice  of  them  here.  To  me  it  appears  extra- 
ordinary, that  such  proceedings  did  not  sooner  lead  the 
more  discreet  and  considerate  Protestants  to  foresee  the 
necessity  they  would  be  under  of  leaving  the  kingdom,  and 
the  prudence  of  making  timely  provision  for  their  retreat. 
Such,  however,  is  human  nature.  We  all  know  with  abso- 
lute certainty  that  we  are  to  pass  from  this  to  another 
world,  and  yet  how  few  of  us  prepare  for  our  removal  I 

**  Pursuant  to  an  order  passed  in  January,  1685,  the 
Ptotestant  church  at  Rochelle  was  demolished.    The  en- 
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suing  summer  a  number  of  troops  were  marched  into  th« 
city.and  quartered  on  the  Protestant  inhabitants,  and  these 
troops  were  soon  followed  by^four  companies  of  dragoons. 
The  attempts  made  to  convert  or  intimidate  Mr.  Jay  prov- 
ing fruitless,  some  of  these  dragoons  were  sent  to  Ids  house 
to  live  and  act  at  their  discretion.  1  have  not  understood 
that  they  oftered  any  personal  insults  to  Mr.  Jay  or  his 
family,  but  in  other  respecls  they  behaved  as  it  was  intended 
they  should.  Such  a  situation  was  intolerable,  and  Mr, 
Jay  lost  no  time  in  relieving  his  family  from  it.  He  found 
means  to  withdraw  them,  together  with  some  ajticles  of 
value,  secretly  from  the  house,  and  succeeded  in  putting 
them  on  board  a  vessel  which  he  had  engaged  for  the  pur- 
pose. They  fortmiateiy  set  sail  without  being  discovered, 
and  were  safely  landed  at  Plymouth,  in  England.  He 
thought  it  advisable  to  remain  behind,  doubtless  with  the 
design  to  save  what  he  could  from  the  wrecks  of  hia 
fortune. 

"  It  was  not  long  before  the  absence  nf  his  family  excited 
attention,  and  produced  investigations.  After  some  time 
he  was  arrested  and  committed  to  prison.  Being  closely 
connected  with  some  influential  Catholics,  he  was  by  their 
interposition  and  good  offices  soon  set  at  liberty.  At  that 
time  some  vessels  in  which  he  was  concerned  were  ex- 
pected, and  particularly  one  from  Spain,  of  which  he  was 
the  sole  owner-  He  determined  to  eSect  his  esciipe,  if  pos- 
sible, in  the  first  of  these  vessels  that  should  arrive ;  and 
for  that  purpose  instructed  a  piJot,  on  whose  good-will  and 
attachment  he  relied,  to  watch  these  vessels,  and  to  put  the 
first  of  them  that  came  in  immediately  at  anchor,  at  a  place 
agreed  upon  between  thenj. 

"  Of  the  vessels  that  were  expected,  the  one  from  Spain 
was  the  first  tliat  arrived.  Tfae  pilot  instantly  went  on 
board,  and  carried  her  to  the  place  agreed  on,  and  gave 
Mr.  Jay  notice  of  it.     With  the  aid  of  this  faithful  and 
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frieikUy  pflot,  proper  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent 
discovery,  and  the  moment  Mr,  Jay  got  on  board  she  sailed, 
and  carried  him  to  England. 

^  This  ship  and  her  cargo  (the  principal  part  of  which 
was  iron)  belonged  whc^y  to  himself,  and  together  with 
the  property  sent  over  with  his  family,  and  that  now  brought 
over  by  himself,  comprised  all  that  he  saved.  What  this 
all  amounted  to,  I  have  never  been  informed :  it  was  such, 
however,  as  placed  him  and  his  family  above  dependency, 
and  was  so  managed  as  that,  during  the  residue  of  his  lifi», 
his  situation  was  comfortable. 

^  As  soon  as  Mr.  Jay's  departure  was  known,  his  estate 
in  Francie  was^seized ;  and  no  part  of  it  afterward  came  to 
the  use  of  either  himself  or  his  children. 

^Having  escaped  fix)m  the  fury  of  persecution  to  a 
firiendly  country,  nothing  remained  to  excite  his  anxiety 
but  the  fate  of  his  son  Augustus,  whom  he  had  sent  to 
Africa,  and  who  would  probably  arrive  without  having  been 
apprized  of  the  troubles  and  flight  of  his  fiunily.  This 
accordingly  happened.  On  his  arrival  at  Rochelle,  he  fimnd 
himself  in  a  situation  not  easy  to  be  described.  The  per- 
secution  was  proceeding  with  increasing  severity,  and  every 
circumstance  and  prudential  consideration  pressed  him  to 
decide  without  delay  on  the  measures  proper  for  him  to 
take  and  pursue.  He  determined  to  remain  true  to  his  reli- 
gion, and  to  meet  the  risks  and  dangers  to  which  it  exposed 
him.  The  kindness  of  his  friends  facilitated  every  neces- 
sary arrangement  for  his  departure  from  the  country,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  he  embarked  in  a  vessel  bound  to 
Charleston,  in  South  Carolina.  Thus  by  Divine  Providence 
every  member  of  the  family  was  rescued  from  the  rage  and 
reach  of  persecution,  and  enabled  to  preserve  a  portion  of 
property  more  than  adequate  to  their  actual  necessities. 

"  Augustus  very  properly  reflected  that  his  parents  .had 
two  younger  children  to  provide  for,  and  that  it  became 
him  to  depend  on  his  own  exertions.     It  was  his  first  in- 


6  UFB  or  joay  -iat. 

tention  to  settle  in  South  Carolina.  His  education  In  Eng- 
land, and  the  Itnowledge  he  had  acquired  of  the  Englidi 
language,  trade,  and  manners,  had  prepared  him  for  living 
in  an  English  country.  The  climate  of  South  Carolina, 
however,  made  so  serious  an  impression  on  his  health  that 
be  Went  to  Philadelphia,  which  he  found  in  such  an  infant 
■tate,  that  he  thought  it  advisable  to  go  to  New- York, 
With  New- York  he  waa  much  pleased,  and  found  there 
BCveral  refugee  families  from  Rochelle.  His  first  employ- 
ment was  that  of  su]>ercargo,  and  he  continued  in  it  for 
several  years.  His  parents  found  themselves  relieved  from 
anxiety  about  his  welfare,  and  with  great  satisfaction  ob- 
served his  industry  and  promising  prospects.  The  time, 
however,  was  approaching  when  the  course  of  life  proper 
for  their  younger  son  was  to  be  determined  and  provided 
for.  He,  it  seems,  preferred  a  military  life ;  and  his  pas- 
sion for  it  was  exceedingly  excited  by  the  forming  a  regi- 
ment of  French  refugees  in  ^England  to  serve  a  Protestant 
kng  against  a  popish  competitor.  Isaac  solicited  the  con- 
Bent  of  his  parents  with  so  much  earnestness,  that  it  was  at 
length  obtained.  He  joined  his  regiment  as  a  volunteer, 
and  was  with  it  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  in  1690.  He 
received  several  wounds ;  and  returning  to  his  father,  lin- 
gered for  some  months,  and  died. 

"In  tlie  year  1692  certain  commercial  affairs  at  Ham- 
burgh induced  Augustus  to  take  a  passage  in  a  vessel  bound 
from  New- York  to  that  place.  The  vessel  was  captured 
by  a  privateer  from  St.  Maloes,  and  carried  into  that  port. 
He  with  other  prisoners  waa  sent  to  a  fortress  about  fifteen 
miles  from  St.  Maloes.  He  was  in  that  fortress  when  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  La  Hogue  arrived  there.  Orders 
werethereupon  given  that  the  prisoners  should  that  evening 
be  put  and  kept  in  close  custody.  By  negligence  or  ac- 
cident the  prisoners  became  informed  of  this  order.  Au- 
gustus and  another  prisoner  agreed  to  attempt  making  their 
escape.     The  day  had  been  wet  and  boisterous,  and  in  the 
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evening  the  rain  and  wind  increaaed.  Before  the  time 
wben  they  expected  to  be  called,  they  found  means  to  con* 
ceal  themaelvesy  so  that  when  the  other  prisoners  were  car^ 
ried  to  the  placetr  in  which  they  were  to  be  closely  confined» 
these  two  remained  without  Favoured  by  the  darkness 
and  the  storm,  they  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  sentinels, 
and  proceeded  to  the  partof  the  wall  which  they  had  agreed 
on*  There  Augustus  let  himself  drop  into  the  ditch,  and 
received  no  material  injury.  His  companion  did  not  join 
himr :  whether  be  changed  his  mind  or  was  stunned  by  the 
fall  is  uncertain.  Augustus  took  the  road  to  Rochelle,  and 
so  managed  as  kiot  to  arrive  there  till  the  next  evening,  and 
at  a  late  hour  repahredto  his  aunt  Mouchard^  by  whom  ha 
was  kindly  received  and  secreted ;  and  aflerward,  through 
her  address  and  management,  he  was  privatdy  conveyed 
to  the  Isle  of  Rb6,  where  a  vessel  ready  to  sail  for  Den* 
mark  received  him.  He  arrived  safe  in  Denmark.  On  his 
return  he  went  to  Holland,  and  from  thence  to  England  to 
visit  his  £BLther  and  sister.  Much  to  the  grief  and  loss  of  the 
fiunilyhismotherhadJately  died,  and  he  found  his  father  and 
sister  deeply  aSkcted  by  it  This  was  the  first  time  they  had 
met  since  they  fled  from  France.  The  excitements  to  sen* 
sibility  were  numerous,  and  it  was  natural  that  on  such  an 
occasion  the  tears  of  grief  should  mingle  with  those  of  joy. 
The  afiairs  and  engagements  of  Augustus  constrained  him 
to  return  speedily  to  America ;  and  it  was  not  long  before 
he  was  obliged  to  take  leave  of  his  afflicted  and  afiectionate 
father  and  sister.  With  what  emotions  they  bade  each  other 
a  hut  farewell  may  easily  be  conceived.  How  much  has 
persecution  to  answer  for  I 

**  In  1697  Augustus  married,  at  New- York,  Ann  Maria,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Balthazar  Bayard.  The  ancestor  of  this  gen- 
tleman was  a  Protestant  professor  of  theology  at  Paris  in  the 
reign  of  Lewis  the  Idth,  and  who  had  been  compelled  by  the 
persecuting  spirit  of  popery  to  quit  his  country,  and  go  with 
his  wife  and  children  to  Holland.     Three  of  his  grand- 
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Bs.  of  whom  Mr.  Balthazar  Bayard  was  one,  afterward 
removed  from  Holland  to  America.  By  his  marriage  Au- 
gustus became  encircled  with  friends  who,  from  their  situa- 
liona,  were  able,  and  from  the  attachment  to  consanguinity 
(for  which  our  Dutch  families  were  always  remarkable) 
were  disposed  to  promole  his  interest  as  a  merchant,  and 
his  social  happiness  as  a  man.  He  no  sooner  found  him- 
self settled  and  his  prospects  fair,  than  he  represented  the 
prosperous  state  of  his  affairs  to  his  father  and  sister,  and 
earnestly  pressed  them  to  come  over  and  participate  in  it, 
But  his  father  thought  himself  too  far  advanced  in  age  to 
undertake  the  voyage,  and  no  considerations  could  have- 
prevailed  on  his  excellent  daughter  to  leave  him. 

"  FrtMn  what  has  been  said,  you  will  observe  with  plea- 
sure and  with  gratitude  how  kindly  and  how  amply  Provi- 
dence was  pleased  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  our  ancestor 
Augustus.  Nor  was  his  case  a  solitary  or  singular  instance. 
The  beneficent  care  of  Heaven  appears  to  have  been  evi- 
dently and  remarkably  extended  to  all  those  persecuted 
exiles.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  never  heard  of  one  of 
them  who  asked  or  received  alms  ;  nor  have  1  any  reason  to 
suspect,  much  less  to  believe,  that  any  of  them  came  to  this 
country  in  a  destitute  condition.  The  number  of  refugees 
who  settled  here  was  considerable.  They  did  not  disperse 
or  settle  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  but  formed  three 
societies  or  congregations ;  one  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
another  at  the  Paltz,  and  the  third  at  a  town  which  they 
purchased  and  called  iVeio-Rochelle,*  At  New-Rochelle 
they  built  two  churches,  and  lived  in  great  tranquillity: 
none  of  them  became  rich,  but  they  all  lived  comfort- 
ably. 

"  Augustus  Jay,  after  having  had  three  daughters,  was  on 
the  3d  November,  1704,  blessed  with  a  son,  whom,  in  honour 
of  his  father,  he  named  Peter.  That  good  old  gentleman 
lived  some  time  after  this,  but  how  long  exactly,  I  do  not 
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jpocollect    After  his  death  his  daughter  married  Mr.  PeloH 
quin,  a  merchant  of  Bristol 

**  In  the  year  1723,  Mr.  Jay  had  the  jdeasuie  of  giving 
one  of  his  daughters  to  Mr.  Peter  V alette,  a  French  refugee 
settled  at  New- York.  This  gentleman  was  one  of  three 
brothers ;  they  were  all  Protestants,  and  each  of  them  in 
more  than  easy  circumstances.  Being  hard  pressed  by  per- 
aecution,  they  were  driven  by  it  to  decide  on  the  part  they 
should  take.  Two  of  them  determined  to  adhere  to  their 
religion — the  other  became  a  papist,  and  took  the  estates 
x>f  his  brothers.  Of  the  two  who  remained  faithful,  one 
came  to  New- York,  and  the  other  settled  in  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  where  he  became  very  opulent  The  following 
anecdote  shows  that  he  was  not  an  ordinary  man.  During 
the  war  between  En^and  and  France,  I  think  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  some  French  prisoners  captured  at  sea  were 
brought  to  Jamaica.  Among  them  was  one  whose  name  was 
Valette.  This  excited  the  old  gentleman  s  curiosity.  He 
saw  the  prisoner,  and  discovered  that  he  was  the  son  of  his 
unworthy  brotber,  who,  in  consequence  of  unprofitable  spec- 
ulations, had  been  reduced  to  indigence.  He  took  the  pris- 
cnsT  to  his  house,  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  his 
return  to  France,  and  made  him  the  bearer  of  a  grant  to 
his  father  of  a  liberal  annuity,  I  think  £300  a  year." 

HI  health  probably  prevented  Mr.  Jay  from  extending  the 
narrative  from  which  the  foregoing  extracts  have  been 
taken,  so  far  as  to  embrace  a  notice  of  his  parents. 

Augustus  Jay  pursued  his  profession  as  a  merchant 
with  credit  and  success.  He  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of 
86,  respected  and  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  died 
at  New- York  in  1751.  He  was  remarkable  for  uniting 
great  vivacit}'^  and  good-humour  to  deep  and  unaffected 
devotion.  He  left  three  daughters  and  one  son,  named 
Peter.  The  former  married  gentlemen  of  some  of  the  most 
respectable  families  of  the  province ;  the  latter  was  sent  to 
England  in  his  youth,  and  placed  in  the  counting-house  of 
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his  uocle,  Mr.  Peloquin,  of  Bristol.  Soon  after  fiis  return, 
in  1728,  Peter  Jay  married  Mary  the  daughter  of  Jacobua 
Van  Cortlandt.  Her  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick 
Philipse,  whose  family,  originally  of  Bohemia,  had  been 
compelled  by  popish  persecution  to  take  refuge  in  Holland, 
firom  whence  he  had  emigrated  to  New- York.  Thus  had 
the  subject  of  our  memoir  the  honour  to  be  descended  in 
three  instances  irom  ancestors  who  chose  to  abandon  their 
country  rather  than  their  religion, 

Peter  Jay  pursued  the  occupalion  of  hia  father  and  grand- 
father ;  and,  declining  a  participation  in  the  pohtical  dis- 
putes which  then  distracted  the  colony,  he  applied  himself 
assiduously  to  his  business  as  a  merchant.  Having  earned 
a  fortune  which,  added  to  the  property  he  had  acquired  by 
inheritance  and  marriage,  he  thought  sufficient,  he  resolved, 
when  little  more  than  forty  years  old,  to  retire  into  the 
country,  and  for  this  purpose  purchased  a  farm  at  Rye, 
on  the  shores  of  Long  Island  Sound,  a  few  miles  dis- 
tant from  New-Rochelle,  and  about  five-and-twenty  from 
the  city  of  New- York.  To  this  measure  he  was  also 
prompted  by  a  domestic  calamity.  Two  of  his  children,  a 
son  and  a  daughter,  were  attacked  in  their  infancy  by  small- 
pox, and  were  deprived  of  sight  by  this  formidable  disease, 
the  right  treatment  of  which  was  then  unknown  or  not  prac- 
tised. It  was  thought  that  the  two  little  sufferers  could  be 
brought  up  more  safely  and  advantageously  in  the  country 
than  the  city.  Peter  Jay  had  ten  children ;  John  was  his 
eighth  child,  and  was  born  in  the  city  of  New- York  the 
12lh  December,  1745.  He  was  named  after  the  Honoura- 
ble John  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  province,  who  had  married  his  mother's  sister.  On 
the  removal  of  tiie  family  to  Rye,  he  was  carried  there  in 
his  nurse's  arms. 

The  character  of  the  parents,  who  now  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  education  of  their  children,  deserves  to  be 
noticed.     It  was  a  theme  on  which  their  son  delighted  to  con- 
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Terse ;  for  seldom  have  parents  been  so  loved  and  reverenced 
as  they  were  by  him.  Both  father  and  mother  were  actu- 
ated by  sincere  and  fervent  piety ;  both  had  warm  hearts 
and  cheerful  tempers;  and  both  possessed,  under  varied 
and  severe  trials,  a  remarkable  degree  of  equanimity.  But 
in  other  respects  they  differed  widely.  He  possessed  strong 
masculine  sense,  was  a  shrewd  observer  and  admirable 
judge  of  men;  resolute,  persevering,  and  prudent ;  anaffeo 
tionate  father,  a  kind  master,  but  governing  all  under  his 
control  with  mild  but  absolute  sway.  She  had  a  cultivated 
mind  and  fine  imagination;  mild  and  affectionate  m  her 
temper  and  manners,  she  took  delight  in  the  duties  as  well 
as  the  pleasures  of  domestic  life ;  while  a  chebrful  resigna- 
tion to  the  will  of  Providence,  during  many  years  of  sick- 
Bess  and  suffering,  bore  witness  to  the  strength  of  her  reli- 
gious faith.  So  happily  did  these  various  dispositions  har- 
monize together,  that  the  subject  of  this  memoir  oflen 
declared,  that  he  had  never,  in  a  single  instance,  heard 
either  of  his  parents  use  towards  the  other  an  angry  or 
unkind  word. 

Notwithstanding  the  cares  of  a  large  family,  the  mother 
devoted  much  of  her  time  to  the  instruction  of  the  two  blind 
children  and  of  the  little  John.  To  the  former  she  read  the 
best  authors;  to  the  latter  she  taught  the  rudiments  of 
EngUsh,  and  the  Latin  grammar.  When  between  six  and 
seven  years  old,  his  father,  writing  about  him  to  one  of  the 
fiimily,  remarked,  "  Johnny  is  of  a  very  grave  disposition, 
and  takes  to  learning  exceedingly  well.  He  will  soon  be  fit 
to  go  to  a  grammar-school."  When  eight  years  old  he  was 
sent  to  a  grammar-school  kept  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stoope, 
pastor  of  the  French  church  at  New-Rochelle.  His  charac- 
ter, even  at  this  early  age,  seems  to  have  been  sufficiently 
marked  to  excite  the  favourable  anticipations  of  his  discern- 
ing father,  who,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Peloquin  of  Bristol, 
observed,  "  I  cannot  forbear  taking  the  freedom  of  hinting 
to  you  that  my  Johnny  gives  me  a  very  pleasing  prospect. 


He  seems  lo  bo  endowed  with  a  very  good  cap&city,  ii 
very  reserved,  and  quite  of  his  brother  James's  disposition 
for  books." 

The  gentleman  to  whose  charge  he  was  now  committed 
was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  of  odd  habiis.  Ignorant 
of  the  world,  regardless  of  money,  and  remarkable  for 
absence  of  mind,  he  devoted  every  moment  of  his  leisure  to 
his  studies,  and  particularly  to  the  mathematics ;  and  he 
leii  the  undisputed  government  of  himself  and  his  household 
to  his  wife,  who  was  as  penurious  as  he  was  careless.  The 
parsonage  and  every  thing  about  it  was  suiTered  to  decay, 
and  the  boys  were  treated  with  little  food  and  much  scold- 
ing. Little  aa  he  was,  John  contrived  to  prevent  the  snow 
from  drifting  upon  his  bed,  by  closing  the  broken  panes  of 
glass  with  pieces  of  wood.  The  contrast  between  such 
lodgings  and  such  treatment  and  that  to  which  he  waa 
accustomed  at  home  was  not  pleasing,  but  probably  not 
without  its  uses.  The  plain  and  simple  diet  to  which  he 
was  confined  led  to  that  indifference  to  the  quality  of  his  food 
for  which  through  life  he  was  remarkably  distinguished, 
while  his  constitution  no  doubt  derived  additional  strength 
and  vigour  from  the  hardships  to  which  he  was  exposed. 
His  health  was  robust ;  and  in  after-life  he  used  to  mention 
the  pleasure  he  at  this  time  enjoyed  in  roaming  through  the 
woods  and  gathering  nuts,  which  he  carried  home  tn  hji 
stockings,  which  he  stripped  off  for  the  purpose.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  village  were  chiefly  descendants  of  French 
refugees,  and  French  was  spoken  by  them,  as  well  as  in  the 
parsonage ;  and  he  thus  acquired,  with  little  trouble,  a  lan- 
guage for  which  he  had  afterward  so  much  use.  He  re- 
mained at  this  school  three  years,  when  his  father  took  him 
home  and  placed  him  under  the  instruction  of  a  private 
tutor,  who  complelcd  his  preparation  for  college. 

King's  (now  Columbia)  College  was  then  in  its  infancy, 
and  had  but  few  students.  The  number  of  them  has  never 
been  large,  but  there  are  few  colleges  in  our  country  which 
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iiaTa  produced  more  good  scholars  in  proportion  to  the 
number  than  this. 

To  this  college  Mr.  Jay  was  sent  in  1760,  being  a  little 
more  than  fourteen  years  old.  The  excellent  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson  was  then  president. 

The  young  freshman  was  now  suddenly  introduced  to  a 
scene  entirely  new  to  him,  and  was  thrown  among  com- 
panions of  various  dispositions  and  habits,  without  any 
other  guide  or  monitor  than  his  own  good  sense  and 
virtue.  His  intercourse  with  others  made  him  sensible  of 
his  own  deficiencies,  and  he  commenced  the  work  of  cor* 
recting  them  with  a  resolution  and  perseverance  not  often 
evinced  in  early  youth.  His  articulation  was  indistinct, 
and  his  mode  of  pronouncing  the  letter  L  exposed  him  to 
ridicule.  He  purchased  a  book  written  by  Sheridan,  pro* 
bably  his  Lectures  on  Elocution,  and,  shutting  himself  up 
daily  in  his  room,  studied  it  till  his  object  was  accomplished. 
He  had  a  habit  of  reading  so  rapidly  as  to  be  understood 
with  difficulty.  For  the  purpose  of  correctuig  this  fault,  he 
read  aloud  to  himself,  making  a  fiiU  stop  after  every  word, 
until  he  had  acquired  a  complete  control  of  his  voice ;  and 
he  thus  became  an  excellent  reader.  With  the  same  energy 
he  pursued  all  his  studies,  and  especially  attended  to  Eng- 
lish composition.  So  intent  was  he  on  this,  that  when  about 
to  write  an  English  exercise,  he  placed  a  piece  of  paper 
and  a  pencil  by  his  bedside,  that  if,  while  meditating  on  his 
subject  in  the  night,  a  valuable  idea  occurred  to  him,  he 
might  make  some  note  of  it,  even  in  the  dark,  that  might 
recall  it  in  the  morning. 

His  application  and  correct  deportment  acquired  for  him 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  the  president.  This  worthy 
man  resigned  his  office  after  Mr.  Jay  had  been  three  years 
in  college,  and  retired  to  Connecticut,  from  whence  he  wrote 
a  kind  letter  to  his  late  pupil,  inviting  him  to  visit  him,  and 
assuring  him  of  his  prayers  that  he  might  **  continue  to  act 
a  good  part'*    Dr.  Johnson  was  succeeded  in  the  presi- 
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dency  by  Dr.  Myles  Cooper,  an  Oxford  scholar,  a  high 
tory,  and  as  might  have  been  expected,  a  decided  royalist, 
when  the  revolution  began ;  but  the  difference  of  their  poh- 
tical  sentiments  never  prevented  Mr.  Jay  from  speaking  of 
him  with  esteem. 

As  the  period  of  his  college  life  approached,  it  became 
necessary  to  decide  concerning  his  future  profession.  This 
was  left  by  his  father  to  his  own  choice.  After  due  reflec- 
tion he  decided  to  study  law.  One  of  his  classmates  having 
formed  the  same  resolution,  they  determined  to  begin  at 
OQce,  and  they  read  together  GroHus  de  Jure  Belli  el  Pad* 
in  the  original. 

An  obstacle  however  then  existed  to  his  pursuit  of  the 
profession  he  had  chosen,  in  New- York,  which  at  this  day 
appears  extraordinary.  The  members  of  the  bar  in  New- 
York  were  then  few  in  number ;  and  actuated  by  an  un- 
worthy desire  to  secure  to  themselves,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  whole  legal  practice  of  the  colony,  they  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  each  other  not  to  take  into  tlieir  offices  as 
clerks  any  young  men  who  intended  to  enter  the  profession. 
Mr.  Jay's  father  took  timely  measures  to  secure  for  his  son 
in  England  that  legal  education  which  was  thus  denied  to 
him  in  his  own  country ;  and  preparations  were  made  for 
sending  John  to  London  as  soon  as  he  should  leave  college. 
Shortly  before  this  period  arrived,  the  agreement  we  have 
mentioned  was  abandoned ;  whether  because  it  was  found 
impossible  to  enforce  it,  or  because  its  authors  shrank  from 
the  odium  it  excited,  is  now  unknown. 

In  the  last  year  of  his  collegiate  course,  and  a  few  weeks 
before  he  was  to  take  bis  degree,  an  incident  occurred 
which  threatened  to  destroy  the  good  feeling  which  existed 
between  Mr.  Jay  and  the  president.  A  number  of  students 
being  assembled  in  the  college  hall,  some  of  them,  either 
through  a  silly  spirit  of  mischief,  or  in  revenge  for  some 
fault  imputed  to  the  steward,  began  to  break  the  table. 
The  president,  attracted  by  the  noise,  entered  the  room. 
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but  not  so  speedily  as  to  find  ttie  oflfenders  in  the  act.  He 
immediately  arranged  the  students  in  a  line,  and  beginning 
at  one  end,  asked,  *^  Did  you  break  the  table  1**  the  answer 
was  **  No." — **  Do  you  know  who  did  r — "*  No."  Passing 
along  the  line,  the  same  questions  and  answers  were  asked 
and  received,  till  he  came  to  Mr.  Jay,  who  was  the  last 
but  one  in  the  line.  To  the  first  question  he  replied  as  the 
others  had  done,  and  to  the  second  he  answered,  ^  Yes, 
sir." — ^  Who  was  it  T — "  I  do  not  choose  to  tell  you,  sir,** 
was  the  unexpected  reply.  The  young  gentleman  below 
him  returned  the  same  answers.  The  president  expostu- 
lated and  threatened,  but  in  vain.  The  contumacious  stu- 
dents were  called  before  a  board  of  the  professors,  where 
Mr.  Jay  made  their  defence.  Each  student  on  his  admis- 
sion had  been  required  to  sign  his  name  to  a  written 
promise  of  obedience  to  all  the  college  statutes.  Mr.  Jay 
contended  that  he  had  faithfully  kept  this  promise,  and  that 
the  president  had  no  right  to  exact  from  him  any  thing  not 
required  by  the  statutes ;  that  these  statutes  did  not  require 
him  to  inform  against  his  companions,  and  that  therefore 
Us  refiisal  to  do  so  was  not  an  act  of  disobedience.  The 
defence  was  overruled,  and  the  delinquents  were  sentenced 
to  be  suspended  and  rusticated.  Mr.  Jay  returned  to  col- 
I^  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence ;  and  Dr.  Cooper,  by 
the  kindness  of  his  reception,  sufiered  him  to  perceive  that 
he  had  not  by  his  conduct  forfeited  any  part  of  his  good 
opinion.*  On  the  16th  May,  1764,  he  received  his  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  spoke  the  Latin  salutatory,  which 
was  then,  as  at  present,  regarded  as  the  highest  collegiate 
honour. 

*  It  is  woithy  of  remark,  that  Mr.  Jay  retained  among  his  papers  to  th« 
day  of  his  death  a  copy  of  the  statutes,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  con- 
duct foT  which  hs  was  suspended  was  not  even  indirectly  forbidden  by 
them. 
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1764-76. 


Mr.  Jay  sliuliei  Law  wltb  Benjamin  KiBsam — Admitted  to 
msDcea  Practice  with  Robert  R.  Lmngston — Uij  Marriage — Membei  of 
New- York  Conunitles  of  Comaponijenca — Comtaitlee  propose  a  General 
Coogieu — Hb  ia  elected  a  Delegate  to  Congreai — Writee  Addreaa  to 
PeopU  of  Gieat  Britain— Elected  to  New- York  Provincial  Congreaa — 
Appointed  Delegate  to  the  aeconti  General  Congreas — Member  of  New- 
Yorii  Committeea  of  Obiorration  and  Aasocialion — Writca  Addrcai  to 
People  of  Canada — Support*  a  second  Petition  to  the  King — Writes 
Addreai  to  People  of  Ireland— Appointed  Colonel  in  New-York  Mililis— 
Anecdote  of  Grat  Coimnunication  to  Congreea  of  tha  Inteniiona  of  the 
Fteocli  Coort— la  elected  a  Member  of  New-York  Consenlion—Recalled 
from  Coagren  to  aasiet  in  the  Convention — Power  and  Proceeding!  of 
Committee  for  detecting  ConapiTHciee — Wrilea  Addieaa  from  Coniention 
to  the  People  of  New-York— Seciol  Correapondence  with  Mr.  Deans. 

Two  weeks  after  he  had  taken  his  degree,  Mr.  Jay  en- 
tered the  office  of  Benjamin  KisBam,  Esq.,  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  as  a  student  at  law.  With  this  gentleman  he 
■oon  found  himself  on  those  terms  of  easy  familiarity  which 
are  inspired  by  mutual  esteem  and  confidence.  In  after- 
life he  was  accustomed  to  speak  of  Mr.  Kissam  as  one  of 
the  best  men  he  ever  knew,  and  one  of  the  best  friends  he 
ever  had.* 


*  Lindley  Murray,   afterward  diatingoiahed  by  hi«  i 


■  worki   on 


It  Ihia 


a  Btuden 


'  oflice. 


■hoit  memoir  of  bimself,  pubiished  after  hia  death,  he  paid  the  following 
tribute  to  hii  early  companion  ; — "  The  celebrated  John  Jay,  Eiq.,  late  Go»* 
etnor  of  New- York,  was  my  fellow-atadenl  for  about  two  yeara.  Hii  talenta 
and  Tirtuea  gave  at  that  period  pleasing  indicitiona  of  rmiire  eminence  :  hi 
wai  remarkable  foratrong  reaaoningpowera,  comprehenaive  fiewi,  indefati- 
gable application,  and  uncommon  (irmneu  of  mind.     Wltb  Iheae  qualiJica- 
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t: 


To  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kissam,  while  iibsml.  making  some 
inquiries  about  the  busiuoRs  ol"  the  office,  hiii  cicrk  returned 
the  following  answer : 

•■  N«».York.  IWi  AueBM,  17C8. 
"  Deak  Sir, 

**  To  lell  you  that  1  often  find  myself  at  a  loss  for  some- 
thing  to  say,  would  be  telling  you  nolhttig  new  ;  but  to  in- 
forra^you  tiial  whenever  I  sit  down  to  write,  my  invention 
makes  a  point  of  quarreliing  with  oiy  pen,  wiU  doubtlew 
be  to  account  for  the  in  my 

letters.  In  writing  to  those  who,  I  know,  prefer  honett 
hearts  to  clear  heads,  I  turn  thought  out  of  doors,  and  set 
down  tlic  first  ideas  that  turn  up  in  the  whir]  of  imn^inatioo. 
You  desire  me  '  to  give  you  some  account  of  the  business 
of  the  office :'  whether  my  appreJjension  is  more  dull  than 
common,  or  whetlicr  1  have  slept  too  late  tUis  morning  and 
the  drowsy  god  is  still  hovering  over  my  seniiC!),  or  from 
what  other  cause,  matter,  or  thing  I  know  not ;  but  I  really 
do  not  well  understand  whnt  you  would  have  me  do.  You 
lureiy  do  not  mean  that  I  should  send  you  a  IihI  »f  neio 
causes  on  your  docket ;  for  I  imagine  'tis  perfectly  indiilbrcnt 
whether  you  receive  a  fee  in  the  cause  A.  on.  B.,  or  B.  o*. 
A. :  the  number  of  them,  indeed,  may  (as  tlie  New-England 
lawyers'  phrase  is)  be  a  matter  of  soToe  sjieculaiion.  And, 
therefore,  to  remove  every  hook  and  loop  wliereon  to  hang 
adoubt,  I  won't  acquaint  Vou  that  there  are  a  good  many; 
for  yoH  and  I  may  annex  difTcreiit  idea^  to  these  words — 
but  that  you  have  new  ones  in  the  Supreme,  and 

in  the  Mayor's  Court. 

"  If  by  wanting  to  know  how  inatters  go  on  in  the  oHice, 
you  intend  1  shall  tell  you  how  oflcn  your  clerks  go  into 

tlona,  nddeJ  lo  ajait  taale  in  literatara,  and  tunpte  ilorea  of  lesming  Bnil 
kncwlcjge,  he  w>»  happily  prepared  to  enter  on  thai  emtvi  of  public  virtue 
b}  which  he  wu  aflerwnnl  bonoumblj  distinguislied,  and  made  inilrumental 
lo  promoling  the  good  of  bis  country." 
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it ;  give  me  leave  to  remind  you  of  the  old  law  maxim,  that 
a  man's  own  evidence  is  not  to  be  admitted  in  his  own 
cause.  Why  ?  Because  'tis  ten  to  one  he  does  violence  to 
his  conscience.  If  I  should  tell  you  thai  I  am  all  day  in  the 
office,  and  as  attentive  to  your  interest  as  I  would  be  to  my 
own,  I  suspect  you  would  think  it  such  an  impeachment  of 
my  modesty  as  would  not  operate  very  powerfully  in  favour 
of  my  veracity.  And  if,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  teli 
you  that  I  make  hay  while  the  sun  shines,  and  say  unto  my 
aoul, — '  Soul,  take  thy  rest,  thy  lord  is  journeying  to  a  far 
country ;'  I  should  be  much  mistaken,  if  you  did  not  think 
the  confessioti  looked  too  honest  to  be  true. 

"  When  people  in  the  city  write  to  their  friends  in  the 
country,  I  know,  it  is  expected  that  their  letters  should  con- 
tain the  news  of  the  town.  For  my  part,  I  make  it  a  rule 
never  to  frustrate  the  expectations  of  my  correspondents  in 
this  particular,  if  I  can  help  it ;  and  that  as  much  for  my 
own  sake  as  for  theirs  :  for  it  not  only  saves  one's  invention 
a  good  deal  of  fatigue,  but  fills  up  blank  paper  very  agree- 
ably. Things  remain  here,  if  I  may  speak  in  your  own 
language,  pretty  much  in  statu  quo.  Some,  with  reluctance, 
shuffling  off  this  mortal  coil ;  and  others  solacing  themselves 
in  the  arms  of  mortality.  The  ways  of  men,  you  know,  are 
as  circular  as  the  orbit  through  which  our  planet  moves, 
and  the  centre  to  which  they  gravitate  is  self:  round  this 
we  move  in  mystic  measures,  dancing  to  every  tune  that  is 
loudest  played  by  heaven  or  hell.  Some,  indeed,  that  happen 
to  be  jostled  out  of  place,  may  fly  ofi'in  tangents  like  wander- 
ing stars,  and  either  lose  tliemselves  in  a  trackless  void,  or 
find  another  way  to  happiness ;  but  for  the  most  part,  we 
continue  to  frolic  till  we  are  out  of  breath ;  then  the  music 
ceases,  and  we  fall  asleep.  It  is  said  you  want  more  sol- 
diers. I  suspect  Mr.  Morris  was  lately  inspired  by  some 
tutelar  deity.  If  I  remember  right,  he  carried  a  great  many 
jUnts  with  him.  Good  Lord  deliver  you  from  battle,  mur- 
der, and  from  sudden  death. 


''Fray,  how  do  all  these  insigiua  of  war  and  bloodshed 
sit  upon  Sam  Jones's  lay  stomach.  I  wonder  how  he  can 
bear  to  «ee  Justice  leaning  on  an  officer's  arm,  without 
getting  a  fit  of  the  spleen  ;  or  behold  the  forum  surrounded 
with  guards,  without  suffering  his  indignation  to  trespass 
on  his  stoicism.  I  dare  say  he  is  not  much  pleased  with 
such  unusual  pomp  of  justice,  such  unprecedented  array  of 
terror ;  and  would  rather  see  the  court  hop  lamely  along' 
upon  her  own  legs,  than  walk  tolerably  well  with  the  assist* 
ance  of  such  crutches.  Grod  bless  him.  I  wish  thtre  were 
many  such  men  among  us ;  they  would  reduce  things  to 
just  principles. 

**  I  have  just  read  over  what  I  have  written,  and  find  it 
bee  enough  in  all  conscience.  Some  folks,  I  know,  would 
think  it  too  firee,  considering  the  relation  we  stand  in  to  each 
other. 

^  If  I  were  writing  to  some  folks,  prudence  would  tell  me 
to  be  more  straight-laced :  but  I  know  upon  what  ground 
I  stand ;  and  professional  pride  shall  give  me  no  uneasi- 
ness, while  you  continue  to  turn  it*  with  Satan  behind 
your  bacL 

"  Yours,  truly, 

"John  Jay." 

Mr.  Kissam's  reply  to  this  letter  proves  that  its  freedom 
was  warranted,  by  the  grounds  on  which  he  had  thought 
proper  to  place  his  intercourse  with  his  young  friend. 

*"  Dear  Sir, 
"I  just  now  received  your  long  letter  of  the  12th  inst, 
and  am  not  a  little  pleased  with  the  humour  and  freedom 
of  sentiment  which  characterize  it  It  would  give  me 
pain  if  I  thought  you  could  even  suspect  me  capable  of 
wishing  to  impose  any  restraint  upon  you,  in  this  high  and 
inestimable  privilege  of  friendship.  Because  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  the  rights  of  one  relation  in  life  should  destroy 
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those  of  another,  I  detest  that  forbidding  pride  wluch,  with 
forrna]  ceremony,  caa  stalk  over  the  social  rights  of  ot^rs, 
and  elevate  the  bouI  in  a  vain  conceit  of  its  own  dignity 
and  importance  •,  founded  merely  in  some  adventitious  cir- 
cumstance of  relative  superiority.  Take  this,  therefore,  if 
you  please,  as  a  nolli  prosequi  for  the  heinous  crime  of 
writing  a  free  and  familiar  letter  to  me ;  with  this  further, 
that  whenever  you  transgress  in  the  other  extreme,  you 
must  not  expect  to  meet  with  the  same  mercy. 

"I  really  believe,  Jay,  your  pen  was  directed  by  the 
rapid  whirl  of  imagination ;  nay,  1  am  convinced  that  this 
whirl  was  begun,  continued,  and  ended  witli  a  strong  tide. 
I  can't  help  conceiving  it  under  the  idea  of  a  mill-tide, 
which  keeps  the  wheels  in  a  quick  rotation,  save  only  with 
this  difference,  that  the  motion  of  that  is  uniform,  yours 
irregular — an  irregularity,  however,  that  bespeaks  the 
grandeur,  not  the  meanness  of  the  intellectual  source  from 
whence  the  current  flows.  I  will  now  explain  to  you  what 
I  meant  by  asking  how  business  went  in  the  office.  And 
first,  jiegalively,  1  did  not  want  a  liui  or  the  number  of  the 
new  causes  ;  neither  was  I  anxious  to  know  how  often  you 
visited  the  office.  But,  as  a  regard  to  your  modesty  on  the 
one  hand,  and  your  veracity  on  the  other,  has  induced  you 
to  evade  an  answer  to  the  last,  I  will,  nevertheless,  solve 
the  dilemma  for  you  by  saying,  that  I  believe  you  have  too 

I  much  veracity  to  assume  a  false  modesty,  and  that  you  are 

too  honest  to  declare  an  untruth.  And,  as  you  have  left 
me  between  two  extremes,  I  shall  take  the  middle  way ; 
and  do  suppose  that,  upon  the  whole,  you  attend  the  office 

i  as  much  as  you  ought  to  do ;  so  that  you  see  I  save  both 

I  your  modesty  and  veracity,  and  answer  the  question  ai 

f  you  state  it  into  the  bargain. 

fc  "  But,  agirmativcbj,  I  am  to  tell  you,  that  I  did  mean  to 

ask  in  general,  whether  my  business  decreased  much  by 
my  absence ;  and  whether  my  returns  at  the  last  term 
were  pretty  good ;  and  whether  care  has  been  taken  to  put 
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thst  busiiiess  forward  as  much  as  'possible.  I  conclude» 
hawevcTf  that  though  you  did  not  take  me,  as  the  Irishman 
saidt  yet  these  things  have  been  properly  attended  to. 

**  Here  we  are,  and  are  likely  to  be  so,  I  am  afraid,  these 
ten  days.  There  are  no  less  than  forty-seven  persons 
charged,  all  upon  three  several  indictments,  with  the  nruir* 
der  of  those  persons  who  lost  their  Uves  in  the  affiray  whh 
the  sheriff.  Four  or  five  of  them  are  in  jail,  and  will  be 
tried  this  day :  what  their  fiite  will  be,  God  only  knows ; 
it  is  tenjbie  to  think  that  so  many  Uves  should  be  at  stake 
upon  the  principles  of  a  constructive  murder :  for  I  sufH 
pose  that  the  immediate  agency  of  but  a  very  few  of  the 
party  can  be  proved. 

**  I  am,  your  affectionate  friend, 

''BxHJAHni   KiSSAM. 

••  Albtny,  Um  26Ui  Aaguit,  1786." 

On  commencing  his  clerkship,  he  asked  his  father's  per* 
mission  to  keep  a  riding  horse.  His  prudent  parent  hesi* 
tated,  and  remaiked  that  horses  were  seldom  eligible  com* 
panions  for  young  men ;  adding,  **  John,  why  do  you  want 
a  horse  ?"  **  That  I  may  have  the  means,  sir,  of  visiting 
you  frequently ,**  was  the  reply ;  and  it  removed  every 
objection.  The  horse  was  procured ;  and  during  the  three 
years  of  his  clerkship,  Mr.  Jay  made  it  a  rule  to  pass  one 
day  with  his  parents  at  Rye  every  fortnight. 

In  1768  Mr.  Jay  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  almost 
immediately  acquired  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice. 
Of  the  opinion  entertained  of  his  talents  by  his  late  master, 
the  following,  addressed  to  him  at  the  White  Plains  Court, 
is  both  a  pleasant  and  an  honourable  testimony. 

**  Dbar  Jack, 
**  When  you  consider  that  all  the  causes  you  have  hitherto 
tried  have  been  by  a  kind  of  inspiration,  you  will  need  only 
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a  small  degree  of  enthusiasm  to  be  persuaded  that  my 
lameness  is  a  providential  mercy  to  you.  by  calling  you  to 
action  again.  If  it  was  not  for  you,  or  some  other  such 
apostolic  lawyer,  my  clients  would  be  left  in  the  lurch  this 
court,  as  1  am  afraid  I  cannot  attend  myself.  But,  sir,  you 
have  now  a  call  to  go  forth  into  my  vineyard ;  and  this 
I  you  must  do,  loo,  upon  an  evangelical  principle — that  the 

,  master  may  receive  the  fruita  of  it.     All  I  can  tell  you  about 

'  the  causes  is  httle  more  than  to  give  you  a  list  of  their  titles; 

B ;  but  this  is  quite  enough  for  you.     One  is  about  a  horse-race, 

'  in  which  1  suppose  there  is  some  cheat ;  another  is  about 

'  an  eloped  wife ;  another  of  them  also  appertains  unto  horse- 

I  flesh.     These  are  short  hints  ;  they  may  serve  for  hriefe. 

I  Kyou  admire  concisenefia,  here  you  have  it.     There  is  one 

K  writ  of  inquiry. 

'  "  As  to  the  cause  about  Captain's  island,  this,  tell  Mr. 

Morris,  must  go  off     Because,  as  you  are  concerned  against 

'  me,  I  can't  tell  where  to  find  another  into  whose  head  the 

ca\ise  can  be  infused  in  the  miraculous  way  of  inspiration ; 

and  without  this  it  would  rather  be  too  intricate  for  any  one 

to  manage  from  my  short  hints.     There  will  probably  be 

[i  some  of  my  old  friends,  who  may  inquire  after  me,  and  per- 

h  haps  some  new  ones  will  want  to  employ  me :  will  you 

ibe  kind  enough  to  let  them  know  that  you  will  take  care  of 
any  business  for  me,  I  ask  these  favours  from  you,  John, 
with  great  freedom.  I  wish  you  good  success  with  my 
consignments,  and  hope  they'll  come  to  a  good  market.  If 
ithey  don't,  lam  sure  it  will  not  be  the /actor's  fault;  and  if 
my  clients'  wares  are  bad,  let  them  bear  the  loss, 
"You  vrill  see  my  docket,  with  memoranda  to  direct 
what  is  to  be  done.  If  my  leg  is  better,  perhaps  I  may  see 
you  on  Wednesday ;  but  it  is  very  uncertain.  Where 
Mr.  Morris  is  not  against  me,  I  am  sure  he  will  be  with  me ; 
and  you  may  call  on  him  for  that  purpose  with  as  much 
freedom  as  if  I  had  a  perfect  right  to  command  his  service. 
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I  know  the  goodness  of  his  heart ;  and  his  friendship  for  me 
will  make  him  embrace  every  opportunity  to  serve  me  with 
pleasure. 

^  I  am,  your  humble  servant, 

^Baiu.  KissAM. 

••  Ntw-Todk,  Sth  Not.  1769." 

It  sometimes  happened  that  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Kissam 
were  engaged  on  opposite  sides  in  the  same  cause ;  and  oa 
one  of  thene  occasions,  the  latter  being  embarrassed  by 
some  position  taken  by  the  other,  pleasantly  remarked  in 
court,  that  he  had  brought  up  a  bird  to  pick  out  his 
own  eyes.  **  Oh  no,**  retorted  his  opponent,  "  not  to  juck 
out,  but  to  open  your  eyes.** 

Mr.  Jay's  devotion  to  his  profession,  before  long,  b^an 
to  affect  his  health,  and  his  physician  advised  him  to  take 
exercise,  as  indispensable  to  its  recovery.  This  advice 
was  followed  with  characteristic  energy  and  perseverance. 
He  took  lodgings  six  miles  from  his  office,  and  for  a  whole 
season  came  to  town  every  morning  on  horseback,  and 
returned  in  the  evening.  The  experiment  was  attended 
with  complete  success. 

On  commencing  practice,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  relative,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  afterward 
chancellor  of  the  State  of  New- York.  The  connexion, 
however,  was  soon  dissolved ;  probably,  because  they  dis- 
covered that  their  separate  ciTorts  could  command  an  ade- 
quate share  of  business. 

Commissioners  having  been  named  by  the  king  to  settle 
the  disputed  boundary  between  New-Jersey  and  New- 
York,  Mr.  Jay  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  commis- 
sion ;  a  situation  that  for  a  while  exacted  from  him  a  large 
portion  both  of  time  and  labour. 

In  1774,  Mr.  Jay  was  married  to  Sarah,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  William  Livingston,  Esq.,  afterward  for  many 
years  governor  of  New-Jersey,  and  a  acalous  and  distin- 
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i^twlKd  fHitnot  of  the  revolution.  His  prospects  of  domes- 
lie  Ittppiness  and  profisssional  eminence  were  now  unusually 
bi^lu :  but  they  were  soon  clouded  by  the  claims  of  his 
ooontrv.  which  called  him  from  the  bar,  and  the  endear- 
mems  of  home,  to  defend  her  rights  in  the  national  coun- 
cils, and  at  foreign  courts. 

The  passage  of  the  Boston  port  Bill,  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1774,  disclosed  to  the  American  people  the  vindic- 
tive feelii^  of  the  British  ministry,  and  taught  them  that 
a  prompt  and  vigorous  resistance  to  oppression  could  alone 
preserve  their  fi«edom.  The  news  of  this  act  excited  uni- 
versal alarm.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New- York  was 
assembled  on  the  16th  of  May,  to  ''  consult  on  the  measures 
proper  to  be  pursued  in  consequence  of  the  late  extraor- 
dinary advices  received  from  England.'*  The  meeting 
nominated  a  committee  of  fifty  **  to  correspond  with  our 
sister  colonies  on  all  matters  of  moment  This  committee 
was  the  first  body  organized  in  the  colony,  in  opposition  to 
the  measures  which  resulted  in  the  American  revolution. 
Mr.  Jay  was  one  of  the  committee,  and  was  inunediately 
placed  on  a  sub-committee  appointed  to  prepare  answers 
to  whatever  letters  might  be  received.  The  committee 
had  soon  an  extensive  correspondence ;  and  their  sittings 
were  frequent,  and  with  closed  doors.  The  minutes  of 
this  committee  are  still  extant,*  and  form  an  historical 
document  of  no  ordinary  interest. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  the  sub-conunittee  reported  the 
draught  of  an  answer  to  a  letter  received  from  a  com- 
mittee at  Boston.  The  answer  Mras  adopted,  and  copies 
of  it  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  Connecticut,  Philadelphia, 
and  South  Carolina.  The  following  extract  from  this  let- 
ter, which  was  probably  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Jay,  is  interest- 
ing, as  it  contains  the  first  proposition  that  was  made  for 
convoking  a  general  congress  to  consider  the  present  state 

*  Thtej  an  prMenred  in  the  libniy  of  the  New-Yoik  Hittorical  Socictj. 


IiITE  or  JOHN  JAY.  26 

of  affairs.  The  members  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Btu> 
gesses  had  indeed,  three  days  before,  recommended  the  more 
general  measure  of  an  agreement  among  the  colonies  for 
the  annual  appointment  of  delegates,  who  were  to  meet  and 
deliberate  on  their  common  interests.  This  recommenda- 
tion had  not,  of  course,  reached  the»  New-York  Committee, 
who,  in  their  letter  to  their  friends  in  Boston,  observed, 

^  Your  letter  enclosing  the  vote  of  the  town  of  Boston  and 
the  letter  of  your  CnmmittRe  of  Correspondence  were  imme- 
diately taken  into  consideration.  While  we  think  you  justly 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  your  sister  colonies  for  asking  their 
advice  on  a  case  of  such  extensive  consequences^  we  lament 
our  inability  to  relieve  your  anxiety  by  a  decisive  opinion. 
The  cause  is  general,  and  concerns  a  whole  continent  who 
are  equally  interested  with  you  and  us ;  and  we  foresee 
that  no  remedy  can  be  of  avail  unless  it  proceeds  firom  the 
joint  act  and  approbation  of  all.  From  a  virtuous  and 
spirited  union  much  may  be  expected,  while  the  feeble  efforts 
of  a  few  will  only  be  attended  with  mischief  and  disappointp 
ment  to  themselves  and  triumph  tn  the  adversaries  of  liberty. 

**  Upon  these  reasons  we  conclude,  that  a  Conorbss  or 
Deputics  from  the  coriOiviBs  IN  GENERAL  is  of  the  utmost 
moment ;  that  it  ought  to  ho  assembled  without  delay,  and 
some  unanimous  resolutions  formed  in  this  fatal  emergency, 
not  only  respecting  your  deplorable  circumstances,  but  for 
the  security  of  our  common  rights.  Such  being  our  senti- 
ments, it  must  be  premature  to  pronounce  any  judgment  on 
the  expedient  which  you  have  suggested.  We  beg,  how- 
ever, that  you  will  do  us  the  justice  to  believe  that  we  shall 
continue  to  act  with  a  firm  and  becoming  regard  to  Ameri- 
can freedom,  and  to  co-operate  with  our  sister  colonies  in 
every  measure  that  shall  be  thought  salutary  and  conducive 
to  the  public  good.  We  have  nothing  to  add,  but  that  we  sin- 
cerely condole  with  you  in  your  unexampled  distress,  and 
to  request  your  speedy  opinion  of  the  proposed  Congressy 

VOL.  I. E 
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that  if  it  should  meet  with  your  approbation  we  may  exert 
our  utmost  endeavours  to  carry  it  into  execution." 

On  the  7ih  June  a  second  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Bos- 
ton Committee,  requesting  them  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  for  the  assembling  of  the  proposed  Congress.  The 
New-yorkConimittee,  on  the  4th  of  July,  resolved  that  dele- 
gates ought  to  be  appointed  to  represent  the  cily  in  a  general 
Congress,  whenever  it  should  be  holden ;  and  they  advised 
the  citizens  tn  meet  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  to  elect 
their  delegates ;  at  the  same  time  recommending  to  their 
suffrages  five  gentlemen,  of  whom  Mr.  Jay  was  one. 

At  this  period  a  diversity  of  sentiment  prevailed  among  the 
whigs  in  New- York.  A  majority  of  the  committee  were  in 
fevour  of  referring  all  important  measures  to  the  proposed 
Congress ;  while  a  portion  of  their  constituents,  whose  zeal 
exceeded  tlicir  prudence,  were  desirous  of  iinmediate  resist* 
ance  and  retaliation,  and  were  clamorous  for  a  non-impor- 
tation agreement,  without  wailing  for  the  opinion  or  con- 
cert of  the  other  provinces.  The  meeting  on  the  19th  of 
July,  called  by  ihp.  cnmim'ttee,  was  chiefly  attended  by  this 
party  ;  and  allhoug-h  the  candidates  nominated  by  the  com- 
mittee were  chosen,  certain  resolutions  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee were  rejected,  and  persons  were  appointed  to  draft 
others  more  in  unison  with  the  temper  of  the  meeting.  Mr. 
Jay,  who  seems  to  have  possessed  the  confidence  of  both  par- 
ties, was  one  of  those  selected  to  prepare  the  new  resolu- 
tions. To  the  official  notice  of  his  appointment  he  returned, 
in  conjunction  with  three  others,  the  following  reply : 

"  Gkntlehen, 
"  We  have  received  your  notice  to  attend  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday  to  draw  up  resolves  for  the  city.  When 
we  consider  that  the  appointment  of  this  committee  was 
proposed  and  carried  without  any  previous  notice  of  such 
design  having  been  given  lo  the  inhabitants,  and  made  no 
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put  of  the  busineM  for  which  they  were  requested  to  aatem* 
Ue,  we  think  our  election  too  irregular  to  assume  any 
authority  in  consequence,  to  draw  resolves  for  the  town ; 
especially  as  the  nomination  of  the  committee  seems  to  cast 
an  invidious  reflection  on  the  Committee  of  Gorrespondencey 
and  manifestly  tends  to  divide  the  citisens  into  &ctions  and 
parties,  at  a  time  when  they  should  be  distinguished  by  con- 
cord and  unanimity.  Besides,  we  conceive  our  attendanoo 
could  answer  no  good  purpose,  nor  afford  you  any  assists 
ance.  The  resolves  read  yesterday,  with  a  few  amend- 
ments, contain  our  sentiments.    We  are,  gentlemen, 

•*  Your  obdt  servts.** 

The  resolutions  proposed  by  the  committee  contained  tha 
following,  which  led  to  their  rejection. 

**  Beiohedf  That  as  the  wisdom  of  the  colonies  will  in  all 
probability  be  collected  at  the  proposed  Congress,  it  would 
be  premature  in  any  colony  to  anticipate  their  conduct  by 
lesolving  what  ought  to  be  done ;  but  that  it  should  be  left  to 
the  joint  counsels  to  determine  on  the  mode  which  shall 
appear  most  salutary  and  effectual  to  answer  the  good  pur- 
poses for  which  they  are  convened. 

**  Resolved^  That  nothing  less  than  dire  necessity  can  jus- 
tify or  ought  to  induce  the  colonies  to  unite  in  any  measure 
that  might  materially  injure  our  brethren  the  manufacturers, 
traders,  and  merchants  of  Great  Britain;  but  that  the  pre- 
servation of  our  inestimable  rights  and  liberties,  as  enjoyed 
and  exercised  and  handed  down  to  us  by  our  ancestors, 
ou^t  to  supersede  all  other  considerations.^' 

As  already  mentioned,  the  meeting  consisted  chiefly  of 
the  violent  party,  and  not  being  a  fair  representation  of  the 
city,  Mr.  Jay,  and  two  others  of  the  delegation  appointed 
by  it,  the  next  day  published  the  following  card : 

**  We  conceive  the  sense  of  our  fellow-dtizens,  relative 
to  the  del^ates  to  represent  them  at  the  proposed  Compress 
(notwithstandiiilg  the  proceedings  yesterday  at  the  eoffee- 
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authorized  the  New- York  delegation  to  act  for  them  ;  tha 
rest  of  the  colony  was  unrepresented. 

Mr.  Jay  took  his  seat  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  on 
ihe  5lh  of  September,  1774,  being  the  first  day  of  its  ses- 
sion.  He  was  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  it 
is  believed,  the  youngest  member  of  the  House.  He  sur- 
vived all  his  coUengues  several  years. 

The  first  act  of  Congress  was  to  appoint  a  committee 
"  to  state  the  rights  of  the  colonies  in  general ;  the  several 
instances  in  which  those  rights  are  violated  or  infringed ; 
and  the  means  most  proper  to  be  pursued  for  obtaining  a 
restoration  of  them."  Mr.  Jay  was  placed  on  this  com- 
mittee; and  soon  after  on  a  committee  for  drafting  an 
address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  memorial  to 
the  people  of  British  America.  The  address  to  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  was  assigned  by  the  committee  to  Mr. 
Jay.  The  occasion,  the  subject,  his  own  youth,  and  this 
his  first  appearance  in  the  national  councils,  all  united  in 
demanding  from  him  the  utmost  exertion  of  his  powers. 
To  secure  himself  from  interruption,  he  left  his  lodgings, 
and  shut  himself  up  in  a  room  in  a  tavern  ;  and  there  com- 
posed that  celebrated  state-paper ;  not  less  distinguished 
for  its  lofty  sentiments,  than  for  the  glowing  language  in 
which  they  are  expressed.*  The  address  was  reported  by 
the  committee,  and  ado|>ted  by  Congress,  and  immediately 
led  to  much  inquiry  and  discussion  respecting  the  author. 
Mr.  Jefierson,  while  stili  ignorant  of  the  author,  declared 
it  to  be  "a  production  certainly  of  the  finest  pen  in 
America."! 

Congress  terminated  its  labours  in  about  six  weeks ;  and 
in  this  brief  period,  Mr.  Jay  had  acquired  the  confidence 
of  his  countrymen  by  the  ability  and  zeal  he  had  manifested 
ia  their  service. 

Om  of  the  acts  of  Congress   was   to  recommend  the 

*  Sm  Appfttdix.  t  Jeffenon'a  Writinfti,  to].  L  p.  S. 
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appaintment  of  town  and  county  committees,  for  the  pin> 
poie  of  carrying  into  effect  the  non-importation  and  non- 
ooDSumption  association ;  and  exposing  to  the  public  indig- 
nation the  persons  who  might  violate  it  In  consequence 
of  this  recommendation,  the  New- York  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence called  on  the  citizens  to  elect  "  a  Committee  of 
Observationt''  and  thereupon  dissolved.  The  new  commit- 
tee, which  consisted  of  sixty,  was  chosen  the  18th  Novem- 
ber, and  included  Mr.  Jay  among  its  members. 

The  late  Congressi  had  made  pruvittiun  for  the  meeting  of 
another  on  the  10th  of  May  in  the  ensuing  year.  The  New- 
York  Committee  again  took  measures  to  secure  the  electioa 
of  delegates,  but  as  the  mode  before  adopted  had  resulted  in 
only  a  partial  representation  of  the  colony,  the  committee 
now  advised  the  counties  to  elect  deputies  to  a  Provincial 
Convention,  to  assemble  in  New- York  on  the  20th  AprO,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  choosing  delegates  to  Congress.  The 
convention  accordingly  met,  and  Mr.  Jay  appeared  in  it  at  a 
deputy  from  the  city ;  and  was  chosen  a  delegate  toCongress. 

The  Committee  of  Observation  was  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  eficct  the  measures  pxopoeed  for 
interrupting  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  with  her  colo- 
nies. But  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  exigences  of 
the  times  required  attention  to  other  objects;  and  that  the 
powers  of  the  committee  were  too  limited  to  make  proper 
provision  for  the  safety  of  the  city.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, advised  their  fellow-citizens  to  elect  in  their  stead  a 
more  numerous  committee,  and  with  general  powers.  But 
whatever  might  be  the  powers  of  the  New- York  Commit- 
tee, it  would  still  be  only  a  local  committee,  incapable  of 
exerting  through  the  colony  a  general  and  harmonious 
authority,  claiming  the  confidence  and  obedience  of  all. 
The  Legislature  being,  from  various  causes,  under  the 
influence  of  the  royal  government  and  its  adticrents,  no 
longer  represented  tlie  sentiments  of  the  people :  under 
these  circumstances,  the  New- York  Committee  advised  the 
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counties  to  elect  deputies  to  a  Provincial  Congress,  to 
assemble  on  the  23(t  of  May.  Both  the  recommendations 
of  the  committee  were  adopted.  The  city  of  New- York, 
on  the  28th  of  April,  appointed  a  "  Committee  of  Asso- 
eiation,"  consisting  of  one  hundred,  and  invested  them  with 
general  undefined  powers.  i\Ir.  Jay  was  the  third  time 
appointed  to  represent  his  fellow- citizens  in  their  city  com- 
mittee. The  Provincial  Congress  convened  in  New- York 
on  the  26th  of  May,  and  immediately  assumed  the  functions 
of  the  Legislafnrp. 
'  The   new  committee   evinced   by  the   energy  of  their 

t  measures  that  they  were  not  unmindful  of  the  object  of 

^L^  their  appointment.     They  called  on  the  citizens  to  arm,  and 

^^V''~        to  perfect  themselves  in  military  discipline.     They  likewise 
^^r  ordered  the  militia  to  patrol  the  streets  at  night,  to  prevent 

r^  the  exportation  of  provisions.     The   Provincial  Congress 

"  had  not  yet  assembled,  and,  in   the  absence  of  all  legal 

L  authority,  the  committee  was  the  only  body  that  could 

L  assume   the   responsibihty   of  such  high-toned   measures, 

f  The  committee,  moreover,  addressed  a  spirited  letter  to 

I "  the  lord  mayor  and  magistrates  of  London,  praying  them 

L  to  use  their  endeavours  for  the  redress  of  American  griev- 

l'  ances.     This  letter  bore  Mr.  Jay's  signature. 

On  the  10th  May,  1775,  the  second  Congress  assembled  at 
L  Philadelphia,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  recess  during  the 

[  month  of  August,  continued  in  session  during  the  remainder 

f  of  the  year.     The  measures  of  this  Congress  were  of  the 

WL.  *  most  decided  character,  and  although  they  were  not  aimed 

^^^  at  independence,  they  evinced  an  inflexible  resolution  to 

l^r  maintain    constitutional    hberty   at    every   hazard.      The 

I  battle  of  Lexington,  which   bad  occurred   shortly  before 

I  the  meeting  of  Congress,  disclosed  the  design  of  the  British 

I  ministry  to  employ  force  where  they  might  think  it  neces- 

r  sary ;  and  Congress  were  thus  compelled  to  consider  the 

I  momentous  question,  whether  tlie  people  of  America  should 

]  •  take  up  arms  against  their  sovereign  in  defence  of  their 
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rights.     This  question  was  soon  brought  to  a  decision,  by 
an  application  from  the  New- York  delegates  for  the  advice 
of  Congress,  as  to  the  conduct  proper  to  be  observed  by  the 
citizens  of  New- York  on  the  expected  arrival  of  a  British 
armament  at  that  place.    On  the  1 5th  May,  Congress  recom- 
mended to  the  citizens  of  New- York  not  to  commence 
hostilities,  but  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  not  to  permit  the 
British  to  erect  fortifications,  or  to  cut  off  the  communicatioa 
between  the  town  and  country.    But  it  soon  became  evident 
that  in  order  to  act  successfully,  even  on  the  defensive,  an 
organized  force  wpuld  be  requisite ;  and  Congress  proceeded 
to  take  measures  for  raising  an  army,  and  adopted  a  code 
of  **  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  American  army."    It  is 
pleasing  to  observe  the  regard  for  religion  and  morality 
manifested  in  this  code.    The  officers  and  soldiers  were 
earnestly  exhorted  diligently  to  attend  Divine  worship ; 
penalties  were  provided  for  such  as  should  use  profane 
oaths  ;  and  duels  were  expressly  prohibited.     In  a  subse- 
quent period  of  the  session,  rules  and  regulations  were 
established  for  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  every 
commander  was  enjoined  to  have  Divine  service  performed 
twice  a  day  on  board  his  vessel,  and  a  sermon  preached 
every  Sunday. 

On  the  15th  June,  Washington  was  chosen  commander- 
in-chief,  and  a  few  days  after,  the  subordinate  generals  were 
appointed.  These  officers  were  selected  from  diflerent 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  it  was  thought  expedient  to  take 
a  brigadier  from  New-Hampshire ;  but  Congress  were 
unacquainted  with  any  military  gentleman  from  that  colony 
fit  for  the  station.  In  this  dilemma  Mr.  Jay  nominated  Mr. 
John  Sullivan,  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  New-Hamp- 
shire,— saying  that  liis  good  sense  was  known  to  the  house, 
and  as  to  his  military  talents,  he  would  take  his  chance  for 
them.  The  nomination  was  coniinned,  and  the  discern- 
ment which  prompted  it  was  abundantly  justified  by  General 
Sullivan's  active  and  useful  career. 

VOL.  I. ^F 
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Felly  sensible  of  the  important  aid  which  Canada  might 
yield  to  either  side  in  the  apj>roaching  contest,  Congresi 
deemed  it  prudent  to  address  its  inhabitants.  This  address 
was  written  by  Mr.  Jay, 

"  When  hardy  attempts,"  aays  the  «ddresB,  "  are  made  to 
deprive  men  of  rights  bestowed  by  the  Almighty ;  when 
avenues  are  cut  Ijirough  the  most  solemn  compacts  for  the 
admissioD  of  despotism ;  when  the  pUghted  faith  of  goverft- 
meiit  ceases  to  give  security  to  dutiful  subjects ;  and  when 
the  insidious  stratagems  and  manoeuvres  of  peace  become 
more  terrible  than  the  sanguinary  operations  of  >var,  it  ishjgh 
time  for  them  to  assert  those  rights,  and  with  honest  indig- 
nation oppose  the  torrent  of  oppression  rushing  in  upon  them. 

"  By  the  introduction  of  your  present  form  of  government, 
or  rather  present  form  of  tyramiy,  you  and  your  wives  and 
your  children  are  made  slaves.  You  have  nothing  that  you 
can  call  your  own,  and  all  the  fruits  of  your  labour  and 
industry  may  be  taken  from  you  whenever  an  avaricious 
governor  and  a  rapacious  council  may  incline  to  demand 
ihem.  Yon  arc  liable  by  their  edicts  to  be  transportedinto 
foreign  countries,  to  fight  battles  in  which  you  have  no 
ictercsl,  and  to  spill  your  blood  in  conflicts  irom  which 
neither  honour  nor  emolument  can  be  derived.  Nay,  the 
enjoyment  of  your  very  religion,  on  the  present  system, 
depends  on  a  legislature  in  which  you  have  no  share,  and 
over  which  you  have  no  control ;  and  your  priests  axe 
exposed  to  expulsion,  banishment,  and  ruin,  whenever  their 
wealth  and  possessions  furnish  sufficient  temptation. 

"  We  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called  upon  to 
waste  your  lives  in  a  contest  with  us.  Should  you,  by  com- 
plying in  this  instance,  assent  to  your  new  establishment,  and 
war  break  out  with  France,  your  wealth  and  your  sons  may 
be  sent  to  perish  in  expeditions  against  iheir  islands  in  the 
West  Indies. 

"  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  these  considerations  will 
have  no  weight  with  yoo,  or  that  you  are  so  lost  to  all  sense 
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fX  honour.  We  can  never  believe  that  the  present  race  of 
Canadians  are  so  degenerated  as  to  possess  neither  the  spirit, 
the  gallantry,  nor  the  courage  of  their  ancestors. 

•**  We,  for  pur  parts,  are  detennined  to  live  fi^ee,  or  not  at 
all ;  and  we  are  resolved  that  posterity  shall  never  reproach 
us  with  having  brought  slaves  into  the  world. 

*•  As  our  concern  for  your  welfare  entitles  us  to  your 
friendship,  we  presume  you  will  not,  by  (foing  us  an  injury, 
reduce  us  to  the  diisagreeable  necessity  of  treating  you  as 
enemies.** 

To  defray  thef  expense  of  the  army,  bills  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  were  issued  on  the  faith  and  credit 
of  the  twelve  confederated  colonies,  Georgia  being  not  yet 
represented  in  Congress. 

On  the  6th  July,  Congress,  published  a  very  able  dectlara- 
noir,  **  setting  forth  the  causes  and  necessity  of  their  taking 
arms.**  Mr.  Jay  was  a  member  of  the  conunittee  by  whom 
this  declaration  was  prepared,  but  it  is  not  now  known  from 
whose  pen  it  proceeded.  The  following  assertions  in  this 
declaration  were  made  in  perfect  good*  &ith,  and  exhibit  in 
a  strong  light  the  infatuation  x)f  the  British  ministry,  whb 
compelled  a  loyal  people  reluctantly  to  abjure  for  ever  their 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown. 

**  Lest  this  declaration  should  disquiet  the  minds  of  our 
friends  and  fellow-subjects  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we 
assure  them  that  we  mean  not  to  dissolve  that  union  which 
has  so  long  and  so  happily  subsisted  between  us,  and  which 
we  sincerely  wish  to  see  restored.  Necessity  has  not  yet 
driven  us  into  that  desperate  measure ;  we  have  not  raised 
armies  with  ambitious  designs  of  separating  from  Great 
Britain,  and  establishing  independent  states.  In  our  native 
land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our  birthright,  and 
which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of  it — for  the 
protection  of  our  property,  acquired  solely  by  the  honest 
industry  of  our  forefathers  and  ourselve? — against  violence 
actually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.     We  shall  lay 
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them  down  when  hostilities  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the 
aggressors,  and  all  danger  of  their  heing  renewed  shall  be 
removed,  and  not  before." 

On  the  8th  July,  Congress  individually  signed  a  petition 
to  the  king.  This  measure  originated  wirii  Mr.  Jay,  and 
was  carried  by  him  against  a  very  strong  opposition  in. 
Congress.  Tlie  petition  from  the  last  Congress  had  been 
treated  with  insulting  neglect,  and  it  was  novt-  contended 
that  to  petition  a  second  time  would  be  inconsistent  with 
self-respect ;  and  although  no  regard  would  prohably  be 
paid  to  tlie  petition,  yet  it  would  tend  to  excite  fallacious 
hopes  of  an  accommodation,  and  consequently  to  postpone 
the  necessary  preparations  for  a  contest  that  was  now 
inevitable.  Mr.  Jay,  however,  maintained,  that  if  the  people 
were  called  to  take  up  arms  against  their  sovereign,  they 
ought  to  be  persuaded  that  such  a  measure  was  unavoidable ; 
and  should  it  be  found  necessary  hereafter  for  the  colonies 
to  separate  from  Britain,  the  conviction  thai  no  proper 
efforts  to  prevent  such  an  event  had  been  omitted,  would 
reconcile  the  consciences  of  many  to  a  course  of  conduct 
which  would  otherwise  be  inconsistent  with  their  oaihs  of 
allegiance.  The  arguments  of  Mr.  Jay  prevailed ;  and  a 
committee,  including  himself,  was  appointed  to  draught  the 
petition.  Mr.  Dickenson,  one  of  the  committee,  wrote  the 
petition.  It  was  ably  drawn,  and  well  caJcidated  to  allay 
the  resentment  wliich  the  late  proceedings  in  Congress  were 
likely  to  excite  in  those  wIm  entertained  exalted  opinions 
of  the  royal  prerogative.  The  petition  was  loyal  and 
respectful,  and  represented  the  people  of  America  as 
desirous  only  lo  preserve  their  own  rights,  and  not  seeking 
to  invade  those  of  the  king  and  parliament. 

All  llie  advantages  anticipated  by  Mr.  Jay  from  this 
measure  were  fully  realized ;  and  he  was  accustomed  to 
speak  of  the  auspicioua  influence  it  exercised  on  the  Amer- 
ican revolution.  The  rejection  of  the  petition  left  no  other 
alternative  than   submission  or  resistance ;   and  numbers 
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acquiesce  in  the  declaration  of  independence  the  ensuing 
year,  as  an  act  of  necessity;  who  would  have  questioned  its 
lawfulness  bad  not  the  experiment  of  accommodation  been 
fidriy  and  fully  made. 

Congress'  likewise  published  a  second  address  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  disclaiming  any  wish  f6jr  independ* 
ence,  but  asserting  their  determination  to  resist  all  encroach* 
meots  on  their  rights.    A  letter  was  also  addressed  to  tfao 
lord-mayor,  aldennen,  and  livery  of  London,  thanking  them 
for  the  interest  they  had  manifested  for  the  preservation  of 
American  liberty,  and  soliciting  the  continuance  of  theur 
good  ofljces.     Congress  having  addressed  the  people  of 
Canada,  it  was  thought  proper  to.  pay  the  same  attention  to 
their  fellow-subjects  of  Jamaica  and  Ireland.    The  latter 
address  was  written  by  Mr.  Jay,  at  the  request  of  his  father- 
in-law,  who  was  a  member  of  Congress  firom  New- Jersey, 
and  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught. 
'    The  address,  after  painting  in  glowing  colours  the  wrongs 
America  had  suffered,  mentioned  the  mild  measures  of 
resistance  adopted  by  the  colonies.    ^Congress  agreed  to 
suspend  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  West 
Indies.    And  here  permit  Iks  to  assure  you,  that  it  was  with 
the  utmost  reluctance  we  could  prevail  upon  ourselves  to 
cease  our  commercial  connexion  with  your  island.     Your 
parliament  had  done  us  no  wrong.     You  had  ever  been 
friendly  to  the  ri^ts  of  mankind ;   and  we  acknowledge 
with  pleasure  and  gratitude  that  your  nation  has  produced 
patriots  who  have  nobly  distingtdshed  themselves  in  the 
cause  of  humanity  and  America.    On  the  other  hand,  we 
were  not  ignorant  that  the  labour  and  manufactures  of 
Ireland,  like  those  of  the  silk-worm,  were  of  little  moment 
to  herself,  but  served  only  to  give  luxury  to  those  who 
neither  toil  nor  spin.    We  perceived  that  if  we  continued 
our  commerce  with  you,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from 
Britain  must  be  fruitless.    Compelled  to  behold  thousands 
of  our   countrymen  imprisoned,  and   men,  women,  and 
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cliildrcn  in  promiscuous  and  unmeriled  misery — when  we 
find  all  faith  at  an  end,  and  sacred  treaties  turned  into 
tricks  of  state — when  we  perceive  our  friends  and  kinsmen 
massacred,  our  habitations  plundered,  our  houses  in  flames, 
and  their  once  happy  inhabitants  fed  only  by  the  hand  of 
charity — who  can  blame  us  for  endeavouring  to  restrain 
the  progress  of  the  desolation?  Who  can  censure  us  for 
repelling  the  attacks  of  such  a  barbarous  band  ?  Who  in 
such  circumstances  would  not  obey  the  great,  the  universal, 
the  divine  law  of  self-preservation?  Though  vilified  as 
wanting  spirit,  we  are  determined  to  behave  like  men 
though  insulted  and  abused,  v/e  wish  for  reconciliation 
though  defamed  as  seditious,  we  are  ready  to  obey  the  laws 
and  though  charged  with  rebellion,  will  cheerfully  bleed  in 
defence  of  our  sovereign  in  a  righteous  Cause.  What  more 
can  we  say — what  more  can  we  offer  ? 

'^  We  know  that  you  are  not  without  your  grievances. 
We  sympathize  with  you  in  your  distress,  and  are  pleased 
to  find  that  the  design  of  subjugating  us  has  persijaded 
administration  to  dispense  to  Ireland  some  vagrant  rays  of 
ministerial  sunshine.  Even^he  tender  mercies  of  govern- 
ment have  long  beai  cruel  towards  you.  In  the  fat  pastures 
of  Ireland  many  hungry  parricides  have  fed  and  grown 
strong  to  labour  in  her  destruction.  We  hope  the  patient 
abiding  of  the  meek  may  not  always  be  forgotten." 

Congress,  having  thus  taken  all  the  measures  dictated  by 
human  prudence,  submitted  their  cause  with  prayer  and 
fasting  to  Him,  without  whose  blessing  tlie  wisdom  of  man 
is  folly,  and  his  strength  weakness.  The  20th  of  July, 
agreeably  to  a  previous  recommendation  of  Congress,  was 
observed  throughout  the  colonies  as  "  a  day  of  public 
humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer  ;"  and  Congress  in  a  body 
attended  Divine  service,  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon, 
and  listened  to  sermons  from  preachers  whom  they  had 
requested  to  officiate  on  the  occasion. 

The  exposed  situation  of  New-York  had  induced  Congress 
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to  recommend  that  the  militia  of  the  city  should  be  armed 
and  trained,  and  held  in  readiness  to  act  at  a  moment's 
warning.  The  .provinoi&l  Congress  of  the  colony  accord- 
ingly proceeded  to  organize  and  officer  the  militia,  but  their 
ccMnmissions  were  not  sought  for  with  avidity.  Colonel 
McDougal  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  from  New-York,  the  JOth 
October,  ^  I  have  many  matters  of  importance  to  commu- 
nicate to'  you  respecting  our  own  safety  and  the  public 
security,  which  time  will  not  now  permit  me  to  commit- 
nicate.  Suffice  it  that  the  tories  are  cheerful,  and  too  many 
of  the.whigs  make  long  faces.  .  Men  of  rank  and  influence 
refuse  to  accept  of  commissions  as  field  officers  of  the 
miUtia,  so  that  ^ese  commissions  have  gone  a  begging  for 
six  or  seven  weeks.'* 

Mr.  Jay  had  devoted  himself  to  the  service  of  his  oountry, 
whether  in  the  field  or  the  cabinet,  and  shortly  after  this 
letter  be  received  and  accepted  the  commission  of  **  Colonel 
of  the  Second  Regiment  of  militia  of  foot,  of  the  city  of  New- 
York.**  His  dvil  duties,  however,  were  too  important  at 
present  to  he  relinquished  for  his  new  appointment,  and  he 
remained  at  his  post  in  Congress. 

America  had  commenced  a  contest  for  tlu3  preservation 
of  her  liberties,  trusting  solely  to  the  goodness  of  her  cause, 
and  her  own  courage  and  patriotism ;  and  probably  witliout 
the  most  remote  expectation  of  foreign  aid ;  nor  was  it  easy, 
in  the  .existing  state  of  Europe,  to  devise  from  what  quarter 
such  aid  could  possibly  be  derived.  A  singular  occurrence, 
however,  soon  took  place,  that  excited  a  gleam  of  hope,  that 
in  the  approaching  struggle  the  colonics  would  not  be  wholly 
left  to  their  own  unassisted  efibrts.  Mr.  Jay  used  to  relate 
the  following  anecdote. 

Some  time  in  the  course  of  this  year,  probably  about  the 
month  of  November,  Congress  was  informed  that  a  foreigner 
was  then  in  Philadelphia,  who  was  desirous  of  making  to 
tiiem  an  important  and  confidential  communication.  This 
intimation  having  been  several  times  repeated,  a  committee 
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consisting  of  Mr.  Jay,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr,  Jefferson  was 
appointed  to  hear  what  the  foreigner  had  to  say.  These 
gentlemen  agreed  to  meet  him  in  one  of  the  committee 
rooms  in  Carpenter's  Hall.  At  the  time  appointed  ihey 
went  there,  and  found  already  arrived  ■  an  elderly  lame 
gentleman,  .having  the  appearance  of  an  old  wounded 
French  officer.  They  told  him  they  were  authorized  to 
receive  his  communication";  upon  which  he  said  that  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  had  heard  with  pleasure  of  the 
exertions  made  by  the  American  colonies  in  delenoe  of  their 
rights  end  privileges ;  thai  his  majesty  wished  them  success, 
and  would,  whenever  it  should  be  necessary,  manifest  more 
openly  his  friendly  sentinnents  towards  them.  The  com- 
mittee requested  to  know  his  authority  for  giving  these 
assurances.  He  answered  only  by  drawing'  his  hand 
across  his  throat,  and  saying,  "  Gentlemen,  I  shall  take  care 
of  my  head."  They  then  asked  what  demonstrations  of 
friendship  they  might  expect  from  the  King  of  France. 
"Gentlemen,"  answered  the  foreigner,  "  if  you  want  arms, 
you  shall  have  them  ;  if  you  want  ammunition,  you  shall 
have  it ;  if  you  want  money,  you  shall  have  it,""  The 
committee  observed  that  these  assurances  were  indeed 
important,  but  again  desired  to  know  by  what  authority 
they  were  made.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  repeating  his 
former  gesture,  "  I  shall  take  care  of  ray  head  ;"  and  this 
was  the  only  answer  they  could  obtain  from  him.  He  was 
seen  in  Philadelphia  no  more.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
tiie  committee  that  he  was  a  secret  agent  of  the  French  court, 
directed  to  give  these  indirect  assurances,  hut  in  such  a 
manner  that  he  might  be  disavowed  if  necessary.  Mr.  Jay 
stened  that  his  communications  were  not  without  their  effect 
OB  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress.  This  remark  probably 
related  lo  the  appointment,  on  the  29th  of  November, 
of  a  secret  conimitlee,  including  Mr.  Jay,  for  corresponding 
"  with  the  friends  of  America  hi  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and 
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afikr/noitf  of  the  world.*  We  ihall  fasve  occasion  to  refer 
heieafier  to  the  very  important  ccHuequences  resultii^  from 
the  proceeding*  of  tUa  conunittee. 

Of  all  the  ooloniesy  Kew-York  waa  probably  the  leaat 
unanimoof  in  the  assertion  and  defence  -of  the  principles 
of  the  leYolution.  In  almost  eyery  county  there  were 
many  who  openly  sided,  with  the  mother  comtry,  and 
still  more,  -mbo  secretly  wished  her  success,  and  impa* 
tiently  waited  for  the  moment  when  they  mig^  with* 
out  personal  dangert  claim  the  reward  of  loyalty*  The 
spirit  of  disafiection  was  most  eztensiye  on  Long  Island^ 
and  had  probably  tainted  a  fau^  majority  of  its  inhabitants. 
In  Queens  county,  in  p^tnicolary  the  people  had,  by  a  fop* 
mal  ^ote,  refused  to  send  representatives  to  the  colonial 
Coi^rBss  or  Gcmventiony  and  had  declared  themselves  neo* 
tnd  in  the  piesenl  crisis.  The  apprehensions  of  Congress 
were  exdted^  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  take  into 
oooaideiation  the  present  state  of  the  colony.  Mr.  Jay  was 
placed  upon  this  committee,  and  the  styfe  of  their  report 
indicates  him  as  its  author.  The  report  was  confined  ito 
die  sitnatioa  of  Queens  county;  and  its  reoommendatiana 
were  introduced  with  the  following  preamble : 

**  Whelieas  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Queens  county, 
m  the  cokmy  of  New- Yorit,  being  incapable  of  resolving  to 
live  and  die  freemen,  and  being  more  disposed  to  quit  their 
liberties  than  part  with  the  little  proporticm  of  their  property 
necessary  to  defend  them,  have  deserted  the  American  cause 
by  refusiog  to  send  deputies  as  usual  to  the  Convention 
of  diat  colony,  and  avowing,  by  a  public  declaration,  an 
unmanly  design  of  remaining  inactive  spectators  of  the 
present  contest,  vainly  flattering  themselves,  perhaps,  that, 
should  Providence  declare  for  our  enemies,  they  may  pur- 
chase their  favour  and  mercy  at  an  easy  rate ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  war  should  terminate  in  fevour  of  America, 
that  then  they  may  enjoy,  without  expense  of  blood  or  trea- 
sure, all  the  blessings  resulting  fiom-tfiat  liberty  which  they, 
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in  the  day  of  (rial,  had  abandoned,  and  in  defence  of  which 
many  of  their  more  virtuous  neighbours  and  countrymen 
had  nobly  died ;  and  it  being  reasonable  that  those  who 
refuse  to  defend  their  country  should  be  excluded  from  its 
protection,  and  prevented  from  doing  it  injury,"  &c, 

The  report  then  recommended  that  all  the  inhabitants  who 
had  voted  against  sending  deputies  to  the  Convention,  should 
be  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  united  colonies,  and  not  be 
permitted  to  travel  or  abide  beyond  the  limits  of  their  county ; 
that  any  lawyer  who  should  brbg  or  defend  any  action  for 
them  should  be  deemed  and  treated  as  an  enemy  to  the 
American  cause ;  and  that  six  hundred  men  from  New-Jer- 
sey and  as  many  from  Connecticut  should  be  marched 
into  the  county  to  disarm  the  disaffected,  and  to  arrest  and 
keep  in  custody,  till  further  orders,  certain  specified  indi- 
viduals. The  report  and  the  accompanying  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  Congress. 

The  refusal  of  the  British  ministry  to  hsten  to  any  other 
terms  of  accommodation  than  unqualified  submission  on  the 
part  of  the  colonies,  convinced  Congress  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  it  became  them  to  abandon  the  defensive 
ground  they  had  hitherto  occupied,  and  to  employ  their 
arms,  not  merely  in  protecting  themselves,  but  in  annoying 
their  enemies.  The  point  in  which  Great  Britain  was  most 
assailable  was  her  commerce ;  and  it  was  determined  to  let 
loose  upon  it  the  numerous  privateers  which  could  speedily 
be  sent  forth  from  the  v^ious  ports  in  the  colonies.  It  was 
deemed  proper,  however,  that  a  measure  of  so  much  impor- 
tance should  be  preceded  by  a  declaration  explaining  the  rea- 
sons wliich  prompted  and  justified  it.  Mr.  Jay  was  placed 
on  the  committee  to  whom  the  task  of  preparing  this  decla- 
ration was  assigned,  and  on  the  23d  of  March  Congress 
adopted  their  report. 

In  the  month  of  April,  Mr.  Jay,  while  attending  in  Con- 
gress, was  elected  a  representative  from  the  city  and  county 
of  New- York,  to  the  Convention  or  Congress  of  the  colony. 


Thiff  Ckmventkm  assembled  on  the  14tfa  of  May.  Foordayt 
before  ks  meeting,  CongreM  had  resolved,  '^Tfaat  it  be 
lecximaieiided  to  the  assemblies  and  coDventicHU  (rf'the  uiii> 
ted  cdonies,  where  no  goyemment  sufficient  to  the  ezi* 
genoes  of  their  afiieurs  hath  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt 
such  government  as  shall  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
their  constituents  in  particular  •and  America  in  generaL'* 
'  This  recommendation  was  nearly  tantamount  to  a  decla- 
ration of  independence,  and  it  did  not  receive  the  unanimoun 
approbatjcm  even  of  the  friends  of  the  American  cause. 
To  institute  not  a  provisional  but  a  pt;rnuuient  govemmenli 
and  thereby  to  renounce  all  dependence  upon  the  British 
crown,  and  to  vacate  at  once  every  office  filled  by  the  royal 
authority,  was,  especially  in  New- York,  a  work  not  to  be 
accomplidied  without  difficulty  and  danger.  The  very 
attempt  was  calculated  to  exasperate  the  tones  to  the 
utmost,  while  the  whigs  were  not  all  prepared  to  take  a 
step  that  would  probably  render  reconciliation  impossible. 
Doid>t8,  moreover,  were  entertained  whether  the  Conven- 
tion of  New- York  were  authorized  by  their  constituents  to 
transfer  their  allegiance  from  one  government  to  another. 
Under  these  perplexing  and  critical  circumstances,  the  Con- 
vention required  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Jay.  It  must  be 
recollected  that  at  this  time  the  delegates  in  Congress  from 
New- York  were  not  elected  by  the  people,  but  appointed 
during  pleasure  by  the  colonial  Convention.  The  Convention 
had  therefore  the  power  of  recalling  Mr.  Jay  from  Con- 
gress ;  and,  as  he  was  himself  a  member  of  the  Convention, 
they  could  command  his  presence  in  their  own  body,  to 
assist  in  their  deliberations.  His  seat  in  Congress  was  not, 
however,  vacated,  the  Convention  wishing  merely  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  counsel  on  the  momentous  subject  submit- 
ted to  them.  Mr.  Jay,  in  obedience  to  the  summons  he  bad 
received,  took  his  seat  in  the  Convention  on  the  25th  of  May. 
He  had  already  been  placed  on  a  committee  to  whom  the 
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Convention  had  referred  the  recommendation  of  Congress. 
A  few  days  after,  in  a  letter  to  his  colleague  in  Congress,  Mr. 
Duane,  he  observed,  "  When  I  shall  TEiturn  is  uncertain,  the 
Convention  having  directed  me  not  to  leave  them  till  fur- 
ther orders."  The  arrival  of  the  British  army,  the  capture 
of  New- York,  tho  progress  of  the  campaign,  and  the  con- 
spiracies of  the  tories,  all  united  in  placing  tlie  colony  in  so 
hazardous  a  situation,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  not  permitted  to 
return  to  Congress,  but  was  kept  actively  engaged  during 
the  residue  oftheyear  inthe  service  of  his  native  state.  On 
the  Slst  of  May  he  reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  which 
were  adwpied  by  die  Cuuveiition,  calling  on  the  people  to 
elect  deputies  to  a  new  Convention,  wiUi  power  to  establish 
a  form  of  government  The  9th  of  July  was  appointed  for 
the  meeting  of  the  new  Convention,  and  the  present  Con- 
vention continued  in  session  in  the  mean  time.  The  deo- 
tions,  which  were  then  conducted  in  a  very  summary  man- 
ner, were  accordingly  held,  and  Mr.  Jay.  was  returned  to 
itie  new  Convention. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  Lord  Howe  and  his  army  arrived 
off  the  harbour  of  New- York,  and  the  Convention,  appre- 
hending an  attack  upon  the  city,  ordered  all  the  leaden  wjn- 
dow-saalics,  which  were  then  common  in  Dutch  houses,  to 
be  taken  out  for  the  use  of  the  troops ;  an  order  that  stri- 
kingly shows  how  ill  the  colony  was  prepared  for  the  ardu- 
ous conllict  that  ensued.  The  next  day  the  Convention 
jU^oumed  to  White  Plains,  about  twenty-seven  miles  frran 

gtke  city. 

i^.  The  new  Convention,  clothed  with  power  to  establish  a 
form  of  government  for  the  colony,  convened  at  White 
Plains  on  the  9th  of  July ;  and  on  the  same  day  they  re- 
ceived from  Congress  the  Declaration  of  Independencb. 
This  important  document  was  immediately  referred  to  a 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Jay  was  chairman,  and  he  almost 
iTUtaiUer  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  uiuttii- 
mously  adopted : 
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^BBmhei  nnanimmMlg^  That  the  ieatoa»  aaqgiied  bf 
the  CoDtbental  Cok^greii  for  dedariogtheie  viitedeoloiiiei 
fiee  and  independent  ftatea  are  cogent  and  cooduiiTet  and 
that  .while  we  lament  the  croel  neoenty  which  baf  rendered 
tUi  meaaiue  unavoidaUe^  we  apfwove  the  same,  and  will, 
at  tbe  risk  of  our  livce  and  farCnaei,  join  with  the  oth^ 
niee-infupportipgit''  '.  '      ^ 

Thua,  althooe^.Mr.  Jay  wai,  by  Marecall  from  Coiy  ea^ 
deprived  ef  the  honour  of  affixiiig  hii  stgnatore  to  the  Decla* 
ration  of  Independence,  iie  had  the  mtiafiustion  of  draftii^  the 
pledge  given  by  hut  irtttiviB  state  to  suppoft  it>;  and  this 
pledge,  in  his  own  handwritiog^  is  preserved  amo^g  flia 
records  ^  New* York. 

Mr.  Jay's  resistance  to  nsorped  poi?er  was  not  confined 
to  that  exMtised  by  the  British  crown.  Congress  had 
mmiinatsd  tjbe  officers  of  a  battalion,  raised  under  the 
authority  of  die  New-York  Conrentic^  and  had  explained 
io  tbe  Contention  the  reasons  whichbad  led  lb  this  assumi^ 
tkm  of  power.  The  inswer  of  ths  Coqvention  to  the  com^ 
munication  from-  Coi^iiess  was  written  by  Mr.  Jay,'  the  . 
very^  day  alter  he  had  leportejd  tbe  resohifion  just  given 
After  discussing  with  great  freedom  senna  of  the' arguments 
assigned  by  Coi^giess-  for  encroaching  upon  the  acknow* 
lodged  ri^ts  of  the  Convention,  the  answer  proceeded: 
**  The  third  reason  given  for  depriving  us  in  this  instance 
of  the  right  of  nmnination,  is  the  good  of  the  service  and 
the  dagger  of  delay.  / 

**  The  necessUjf  of  the  coMe^  has  in  all  ages  and  nations  of 
the  world^  been  a  fixdtful,  though  dangerous,  source  of 
power.  It  has  often  sown  tares  in  the  fidr  fields  of  liberty, 
and  like  a  malignant  blast,  destroyed  the  firuits  pf  patriotism 
and  public  spirit  The  whole  history  of  mankind  bears 
testimony  against  the  propriety  of  considering  this  principle 
as  the  parent  of  civil  rights ;  and  a  people  jealous  of  their 
liberties  will  ever  reprobate  it  We  believe  Congress  weftt 
into  this  measure  with  pure  intentions,  and  with  no  other 
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wish  than  that  of  serving  their  country ;  and  we  entertain 
too  high  an  opinion  of  their  virtue  and  integrity  to  apolo- 
gize for  a  plainness  of  speech  becoming  freemen,  and  which 
we  know  can  give  offence  only  to  that  counterfeit  and  adul- 
terated dignity  which  swells  the  pride  of  those  who,  instead 
of  lending,  borrow  consequence  from  their  offices.  And, 
sir,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  Congress,  that  though  we  shall 
always  compJain  of  and  oppose  their  resolutions  when  they 
injure  our  rights,  we  shall  ever  be  ready  to  risk  our  lives 
and  fortunes  in  supporting  the  American  cause." 

About  this  time  a  clerical  member  of  the  Convention 
asked  leave  of  absence  for  a  short  period,  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  hia  parish.  As  the  part  taken  by  Mr.  Jay  on 
this  occasion  has  been  frequently  misrepresenled  as  evinc- 
ing great  disrespect  towards  the  sacred  profession,  we  shall 
be  excused  for  inserting  the  resolution  he  introduced,  and 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

"  Whereas  the  Kev.  Mr.  Kettletass,  one  of  the  deputies 
from  Queens  county,  having  been  solemnly  devoted  to  the 
service  of  God  and  the  cure  of  souls,  has  good  right  to 
expect  and  claim  an  exemption  from  all  such  employments 
aa  would  divert  his  attention  from  tlie  affairs  of  that  king- 
dom which  is  not  of  this  world. — Resolved,  that  the  said 
Mr.  Kettletass  be  at  liberty  to  attend  this  House  at  such 
times  only  as  he  may  think  proper,  and  that  his  absence  be 
not  considered  by  this  House  as  a  neglect  of  duty." 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  had  totally  changed,  not 
only  the  relation  of  the  colonists  to  Great  Britain,  but  their 
relation  to  each  otlier.  They  were  no  longer  fellow-subjects 
of  the  British  monarch,  but  citizens  of  fi^se  and  sovereign 
states,  which  now  claifned  their  undivided  allegiance. 
Those,  therefore,  among  them  who  sided  with  the  enemy, 
and  were  labouring  to  subvert  the  existing  governments, 
were  guilty  of  treason,  and  the  public  welfare  required  that 
they  should  be  treated  accordingly.  Mr.  Jay  on  the  16th 
July  introduced  into  the  Convention  a  resolution,  which  was 
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adop^  dedaiing  that  all  penona  abiding  in  the  state,  and 
who  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of  its  laws,  who  should 
aid  or  abet  the  enraues  of  the  state,  were  guilty,  of  higb- 
treasdn ;  and  on  being  convicted  thereof,  should  suflfer  the 
penalty  of  death.  That  this  was  a  strong  measure,  consid* 
ering  .how  re^ntly  all  the  inhabitants  had  acknowledged 
George  the  Third  their  rightful  sovereign,  cannot  be  denied ; 
but'that  it  was  justified  by  circumstances,  few  will  be  dis- 
posed to  doubt  That  many  of  the  adherents  of  Britain 
were  actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty,  is  certainly  true ;  and 
the  Convention  did  pot  attempt  to  force  their  consciences  i 
it  only  required,  that  while  remaining  in  the  state  and  eo* 
joying  its  protection,*  they  diould  not  aid  its  enemies. 

A  portion  of  Lord  Howe's  fleet  having  passed  up  the 
Hudson,  the  Convention,  alaimed  at  the  consequences  which 
might  result  firom  the  enemy's  obtaining  the  command  of 
that  important  river,  appointed  on  the  17th  July  a  secret 
committee,  with  very  extensive  powers,  for  the  purpose  of 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  river  and  anooyii^  the 
enemy's  ships.  Of  this  committee  Mr.  Jay  was  an  active 
member,. and  wa^  soon  after  his  appointment  despatched  to 
a  foundery  in  Connecticut  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
gupply  of  cannon  and  shot,  and  transporting  them  to  the 
river.  In  our  present  regularly  organized  state  of  society, 
the  extensive  and  undefined  powers  fi*equently  at  that  time 
intrusted  to  individuals,  appear  no  less  dangerous  than 
extraordinary.  Thus,  on  the  present  occasion,  Mr.  Jay 
was  "authorized  and  empowered  to  impress  carriages, 
teams,  sloops,  and  horses,  and  to  call  out  detachments  of 
the  militia,  and  generally  to  do,  or  cause  to  be  done  at  his 
discretion,  all  such  matters  and  things  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  or  expedient  to  forward  and  complete  the  business 
committed  to  his  care.** 

Mr.  Jay  repaired  to  Salisbury  in  Connecticut,  where  he 
found  the  number  of  cannon  he  wished,  but  die  proprietors 
of  the  fiimace  declined  parting  with  them  without  an  order 
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Ikfflfe  ih*  goTeiQOr.  Mr.  Ja}'  next  went  to  Lebanon,  to 
ailiojl  tbo  necessary  order  from  the  governor,  which  after 
•MM  delay  w«s  granted.  He  then  returned  to  Salisbury, 
Mgsged  teams,  &c.,  and  in  a  short  time  had  twenty  cannon 
tMivvred  at  West  Point. 

Although  the  present  Convention  liad  been  elected  for  the 
express  purpose  of  establisiiing  a  atate  government,  yet  so 
various  and  important  were  the  subjects  which  claimed  their 
immediate  attention,  that  it  was  not  till  the  1st  August  that 
•  committee  was  appointed  to  report  a  form  of  government 
This  committee,  of  whicli  iVIr.  Jay  was  one,  did  not  find 
time  to  perfect  their  report  till  the  ensuing  year,  in  the 
mean  while,  all  the  powers  of  government  were  exercised 
by  the  Convention  and  its  committees. 

The  invasion  of  the  state,  and  the  disastrous  events  on 
Long  Island,  imboldened  the  lories,  and  excited  the  Con- 
Tention  to  increased  vigour  and  activity.  A  few  days 
before  the  British  army  entered  the  city,  the  Convention 
ordered  the  church  bells  and  even  the  brass  knockers  on  the 
doors  to  be  removed  to  a  place  of  safely,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  converted  into  cannon.  They  also,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Jay,  m  order  to  prevent  intercourse  between  the  enemy 
and  the  disaffected,  established  a  system  of  passports, 
by  which  no  person  was  permitted  to  pass  from  one  county 
to  another  without  a  certificate  from  certain  officers,  that 
he  was  a  friend  to  the  American  cause ;  and  all  persons 
travelling  without  such  certificates  were  to  be  arrested  and 
imprisoned. 

It  was  soon  found,  however,  that  further  and  stronger 
measures  were  necessary  to  counteract  the  machinations  of 
the  tories,  who  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  the  British 
army  and  fleet,  were  raising  troops,  and  even  seizing  zealous 
and  influential  citizens  and  carrying  them  into  New- York, 
where  they  were  imprisoned  as  rebels.  To  put  an  end  to 
tlus  state  of  things,  the  Convention  appointed  "a  Committee 
for  inquiring  into,  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies 
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which-may  be  fonned  in  this  States  against  the  liberties  of 
America*"  This  committee  was  empowered  to  send  'for 
persona  and  papersr^to  call  out  detachments  of  tUe  militia 
in  duferent  counties  for  suppressing  insurrections,- — to  apfinef^ 
hehd,  secure,  or  remove  persons  whom  they  might'  judge 
dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  Stated — ^to  make  drafts  on  the 
treasury/ — to  Enjoin  secrecy  upon  iheit  members  and  the 
persons  they  employedy-^and  to  raise  and  officer  22€f  men, 
and  to  employ  them  as  they  saw  fit  Mr.  Jay  was  placed 
on  this  -formidable  coinmittee,a(^ed  as  its  chairmap^  and  Was 
long  and  laborionsly  engaged  in  its  duties.  The  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  retative  to  this  committee,  were 
from  his  pen. .  .     '      , 

^Whereas  certain  inliabitants  and  subjects  of  this  State, 
either  seduced  by  the  aris  or  corrupted  by  the  bribes^  of 
the  enemy,  or  influenced  by  unmanly  fear,  profess  to  owe 
allegiance  to  the  King*6f  iGreat  Britain;  although  the-  said 
Ung^had  denied  them  his  protect^oif,  absolved  them  from 
their  allegiance,  and  by  force  of  arms  attempted  t^'rcfducd 
them  from  subjects  to  vassals,  and  ^roni  fi^eemen  to  slaves. 

**  And  whereas  others,  from  the  like  or  similar  motives; 
or  with  design  to  maintain  an  equivocal  neutrality,  and 
ungenerously  avoid  the  dangers  incident  to  those  who  nobly 
stand  forth  for  the  liberties  of  their  country,  pretend  to  hold 
for  true  the  exploded  and  ridiculous-  doctrine  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance  t6  any  p(>wer,  however  tyran- 
mcal,  unconstitutional,  oppressive,  and  cruel. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  not  only  just,  but  consonant  to  the 
usage  of  all  civilized  states,  to  withdraw  their  protection 
from,  and  punish  such  of  their  subjects  as  refuse  to  do  their 
duty  in  supporting  the  liberties  and  constitutional  authority 
of  the  state  of  which  they  are  members.  Resolved,  that 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  of  this  State 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into,  detecting,  and  defeating 
all  conspiracies,  &c...have  full  power  and  authority  to  dis- 
franchise and  punish  all   such  unworthy  subjects  of  this 
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State,  as  sJiail  profess  to  owe  allegiance  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  refuse  to  join  with  their  eountrj-men  in 
opposing  his  tyranny  and  invasion  (other  than  such  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  who  behave  as  good  subjcctSi  ex- 
cept in  not  bearing  amis),  by  transporting  them  with  their 
families,  at  their  own  expense,  to  the  city  of  New-York,  or 
other  places  in  possession  of  the  enemy ;  and  that  they  be 
pernutted  to  take  with  them  all  their  clothes  and  household 
furniture ;  or  if  they  tliink  proper,  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
their  goods  and  chattels ;  that  tliey  who  ignominious! y  pre- 
fer servitude  to  freedom,  may,  by  becoming  vassals  and 
slaves  to  the  king  and  parUame^t,  deter  others  <  from  the 
like  shameful  and  dishonourable  conduct." 

The  minutes  of  this  committee,  which  are  still  extant, 
and  many  of  them  in  Mr.  Jay's  handwriting,  bear  ample 
testimony  to  the  enei^  with  which  they  exercised  their 
power.  Their  influence  was  feU  throughout  the  State — 
the  arrests,  impriaannnenls,  and  banishments  made  by  them, 
were  almost  numbeirless.  Many  tones,  with  their  famiUes, 
were  sent  into  Now- York,  and  some  banislied  to  other 
Stotes.  Many  were  compelled  to  give  security  to  reside  V 
within  certain  lihiiis :  oceadonally,  the  jails,  and  even  the 
churches,  were  crowded  with  prisojiers.  Emissaries  were 
employed  to  discover  and  counteract  the  plans  of  the  tories ; 
and,  in  short,  a  vigilant  and  vigorous  system  of  police  was 
exercised  by  tliis  comiiiittee  in  every  part  of  the  State, 
which  in  no  small  degree  contributed  to  keep  it  faithful  to 
the  common  cause. 

The  very  fact  that  such  extraordinary  powers  were 
vested  in  a  few  individuals,  by  the  representatives  of  a 
people  conversant  with  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  jealous 
of  their  infringement,  proves  the  very  critical  state  of  the 
American  cause  at  that  period  ;  and  the  conviction  of  its 
friends,  that  its  success  could  be  secured  only  by  strcHig 
and  resolute  measures. 

A  crisis  had  indeed  arrived  which  mi^t  well  alarm  the 
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most  saagume  and  devoted  patriot,  r  while  it  filled  with 
exultation  the  enemies  of  Annmca.  The  city  of^  New- 
Yorky  and  ^U  Long  and  Staten  Islands,  were  in  the  handi 
of  the  enemy ;  their  ships-commanded  the  whole  <^  Long 
island  Sound,  and  part  of  Hudson  River.  The  Aiperican 
army  had  been  compelled  to  retire  from  Westchester, 
leaving  -that  important  eounty  at  the  mercy  of.  the. British. 
The  northern,  army  had  bee^  baffled  in  its. attempt  upon 
Canada ;  and  General  Washington,  viritK  about  8000  men; 
almost  destitute  of  clothing;  was  slowly  retreating  through 
Nent^-rJersey,  .'Utterly  unable  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
troops:  who  were  pursuing  him.  Despondency  generally 
prevailed ;  and  the  British -general,  availing  him^f  of  the 
papic  occasioned  by  his  successes,  scattered  abroad.  hi« 
proclamations,  ofiering  pardon  and  protection  to  repenting 
rebels.,  In  this  moment  of  gloom  and  dismay,' Mr.  Jay 
called  on  his  countrymen,  in  language,  perhaps,  the  most 
animating  and  thrilling  that  ever  flowed  from  his  pen,  16 
awaken  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,-  and  to  discharge  the 
duties  they  owed  to  themselves,  their  country,  and  their 
God.  This  call  was  made  in  an  address  from  the  Convene 
tion  to  their  constituents,  the  23d  of  December.  The 
address  was  extensively  circulated ;  and  Congress  passed 
a  resolve  "  earnestly  recommending  it  to  the  serious  perusal 
and  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;  and 
ordered  it  to  be  translated  and  printed  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, at  the  expense  of  the  continent."*  The  address, 
after  directing  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  importance 
and  solemnity  of  the  present  period,  proceeded : 

"  Under  the  auspices  and  direction  of  Divine  Providence, 
your  forefathers  removed-  to  the  wilds  and  wilderness  of 
America.  By  their  industry,  they  made  it  a  frifitful — and 
by  their  virtue,  a  happy  country.    And  we  should  still  have 

*  Journal!  of  Congresf. 
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enjoyed  the  blessings  of  peace  and  plenty,  if  we  had  not 
forgotten  the  source  from  which  these  bleasings  flowed;  and 
permitted  our  country  to  be  contaminated  by  the  many 
shameful  vices  which  have  prevailed  among  us. 

"  It  is  a  well  known  truth,  that  no  virtuous  people  were 
ever  oppressed.;  and  it  is  also  true,,  that  a  scourge  was 
never  wanting  to  those  of  an  opposite  cliaracter.  Even 
ihe  Jews,  those  favourites  of  Heaven,  met  with  the  frowns, 
whenever  they  forgot  the  smiles  of  their  benevolent  Creator. 
By  tyrants  of  Egypt,  of  Babylon,  of  Syria,  and  of  Rome, 
they  were  severely  chastised ;  and  those  tyrants  them- 
Belves,  when  they  had  executed  the  vengeance  of  Almighty 
God,  their  own  crimes  bursting  on  their  own  heads,  received 
the  rewards  justly  due  to  Iheir  violation  of  the  sacred 
rights  of  manldnd. 

"  You  were  born  equally,  free  with  the  Jews,  and  have 
as  good  a  right  to  be  exempted  from  the  arbitrary  domina- 
tion of  Britain,. as  they  had  from  the  invasions  of  Egypt, 
Babylon,  Syria,  or  Rome,  But  they,  for  their  wickedness, 
were  permitted  to  be  scourged  by  the  latter ;  and  we,  for 
our  wickedness,  are  scourged  by  tyrants  as  cruel  and 
implacable  as  those.  Our  case,  however,  is  peculiarly  dis- 
tinguished from  theirs.  Their  enemies  were  strangers, 
unenlightened,  and  bound  to  them  by  no  ties  of  gratitude 
or  consanguinity.  Our  enemies,  on  the  contrary,  cail 
themselves  Christians,  They  are  of  a  nation  and  people 
boimd  to  us  by  the  strongest  ties.  A  people,  by  whose 
flide  we  have  fought  and  bled ;  whose  power  we  have  con- 
tributed to  raise ;  who  owe  much  of  llieir  wealth  to  our 
industry,  and  whose  grandeur  has  been  augmented  by  our 
exertions." 

After  stating  the  extravagant  demands  of  Britain,  and  the 
contempt  with  which  she  had  treated  the  complaints  and  peti- 
tions of  the  colonies ;  and  the  success  wliich  liad  attended  her 
arms,  the  address  remarked :  "  The  enemy  with  greater 
strength  again  invade  us — ^invade  us,  not  less  by  their  arts 


UFB  OP  JOHN  ^AT.  01 

thu  their  arms.  They  tell  y-ou,  if  you  submit,  you  shall  have 
TCUxrkcnoN-'^at  their  king  breatties  notbiag  but  peace—- 
that  .hie-  will  revite  (not  repeal)  'iall  Ms  cruel  act»  and 
instructions;  and  will  receive  you  into  favoiir.  'But  what 
are  the  terms  on*  which  you  are  promised  peace  7  Haye 
you  heard  of  any  except  absoluUi  unc(ni4itumal  ebedunce 
and  servile  submission  T  If  his  profesdons  are  honourable 
—4f  he  means  not  to  cajole  ahd  deceive  you,  why  are  yoti 
not  explicidy  informed  of  the  terns ;  and  whether  parlia- 
inent  mean  to'taxyou  hereafter  at  their  wilLand  pleasure  f 
Upon  this  ahd  th^  like  points,  the  military  oommissionerB 
of  psace  are  silent ;.  and,  indeed,  are  not  authorized  tQ  say 
a  word,  unless  a  power  to  grant  pardon  implies  a  power 
to  adjust  claims*  and  secure,  'privileg'ess  or  unless  the  bare 
possession  of  life  is  the  only  .privilege  which  Americans 
are  to  enjoy;  for  a  power  to  grant  pardon  is  the  only  otte 
which  their  parliament  or  prince  have  thought  proper  to 
give  them.  And  yet  they  speak  of  peace,  and  hold  daggers 
in  .their  hands.  *  They,  invite  you  to  accept  of  blessings, 
and  stain  ycrtir  habitations  with  Mood.  Their  voice,  resem- 
bles the  voice  of  Jacob,  but  their  hands  are  like  thc$  hands 
of  Esau.  If  the  Britisl]|  king  really  desired  peace,  why  did 
he  order  all.  your  vessels  to  be  seized,  and  c(^iiscaled7 
Why  did  he  most  cruelly  comraaiid,  that  the  men  found  on 
board  such  vessels  should  be  added  to  the  crews  of  his 
ships  of  war,  and  compelled  to  fight  against  their  own 
countrymen — to  spill  the  blood  of  their  neighbours  and 
friends ;  nay,  of  their  fathers,  their  mothers,  and  their 
children ;  and  all  this  before  these  pretended  ambassadors 
of  peace  had  arrived  on .  our  shores  !  Does  any^  history, 
sacred  or  profane,  record  any  thing  more  horrid,  more 
impious,  more  execrably  wicked !  If  there  be  one  single 
idea  of  peace  in  his  mind,  why  does  he  order  your  cities 
to  be  burned,  your  country  to  be  desolated,  ybur  brethren 
to  starve,  and  languish,  and  die  in  prison  ?  If  any  thing 
were  intended  besides  destruction,  dev€istation,  and  blood- 
ihedt  why  are  the  mercenaries  of  Germany  transported 
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near  four  thousand  mile's?  They  plunder  your  houses; 
ravish  your  wives  and  daughters;  atrip  your  infant  chil- 
dren ;  expose  whole  famines  naked,  miserable,  and  forlorn, 
to  want,  to  hunger,  to  inclement  skies,  and  wretched  deaths. 
If  peace  were  not  totally  reprobated  by  him,  why  are 
those  pusillanimous,  deluded,  servile  wretches  ajnong  you, 
who,  for  present  .ease  or  impious  bribes,  would  sell  their 
liberty,  their  children,  and  their  souls ;  who,  like  savages, 

I  worship  every  devil  that  promises  not  to  hurt  them;  or 

obey  any  mandates,  however   cruel,  for  wliich   they  are 
paid  T   how  is  it,,  that  these  sordid,  degenerate  creatures, 
who  bow  the  knee  to  this  kin^,  and  daily  ofier  incense  at 
!  hia  shrine,  should  be  denied  the  peace  so  repeatedly  prom- 

I  ised  them  1    Why  are  they  indiscriminately  abused,  robbed, 

]  and   plundered,  with  their   more  deserving   neighbours? 

1  But  in  this  world,  as  in  the  other,  it  is  right  and  just  that 

the  wicked  should  be  punished  by  their  seducers.     .     .     . 
I  "  And  why  all  this  desolation,  bloodshed,  and  unparalleled 

cruelty?     They   tell    you,   to  reduce   you   to   obedience. 
]  Obedience  to  what  ?     To  their  sovereign  will  and  pleasure. 

I  And    what    then?      Why,    then    you    shall    be    pardoned, 

j  because  you  consent  to  be  slaves.   And  why  should  you  be 

I  slaves  now,  having  been  freemen  ever  since  the  country 

^  was  settled  ?     Because,  forsooth,  the  king  and  parliament 

I .  of  an   island,  three  thousund   miles  olF,  choose  that   you 

'  should  be  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water  for  them. 

I  And  is  this  tlie  people  whose  proud  domination  you  are 

[  taught  to  solicit  ?     In  this  the  peace  which  some  of  you  so 

ardently  desire  1     For  shame  I  for  shame  I     .     .     .     You 
may  be  told  that  your  forts  have  been  taken ;  your  coimtry 
ravaged ;  and  that  your  armies  have  retreated ;  and  that, 
I  therefore,  God  is  not  with  you.     It  is  true,  that  some  forts 

I  have  been  taken,  that  our  country  hath  been  ravaged,  and 

[■  that  our  Maker  is  displeased  with  us.     But  it  is  also  true, 

'      ,  that  the  King  of  Heaven  is  not  like  the  king  of  Britain, 

I  implacable.     If  we  turn  fi-om  our  sins.  He  will  turn  from 

V  his  anger.    Then  will  our  aims  be  crowned  with  success,  and 
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the  pride  and  powec  of  our  enemies,  like  the  aitogance  and 
pride  of  ^Nebuchadnezzar,  will  vanish  away.  Let  a  general 
xefbrmation  of  manners  take  place— rtet  universal  charity, 
public  spirit,  and  private  virtue  be  inculcated,  encouraged, 
and  practised.  -  Unite,  in  preparing  for  a  vigorous  defence 
of  your  country,  as  if  all  depended  on  your  oWn  exertions* 
And  when 'you  have  done  all  things,  then  rely  upon  the 
good  Providence  §f  Almighty  God  for  success,  in  ftdl  con- 
fidence that  without  his  blessing,  all  our  efforts  will  in- 
evitably fail.     .     .     .    '       . 

**  Cease,  then,  to  desire  ^h/e  flesh-pots  of  Egypt,- and  re* 
member  her  task-masters  and  oppression*  No  longer  hesi- 
tate about  rejecting  all  dependence  on  a  kii^  who  will 
rule  you  with,-  a  rod  of  iron :  freedcmi  is  now  in  your 
power — rvalue  the  heavenly  gifl :  reniember,  that  if  you 
dare  to  neglect  or  despise  it,  you  offer  ah  insult  to  the 
Divine  bestower — nor  despair  of  keeping  -it.  Afler  the 
armies  of  Rome  had  beejfi  repeatedly  defeated  by  Han* 
mbal,  that  imperial  city  was  besieged  by  this  brave  and 
experienced  general,  at  the  h^ad  of  a  humerous  €md  vic- 
torious army.  But,  so  far  were  her  gloripUs  citizens  fi-om 
being  dismayed  by  the  loss  of  so  many  battles,  and  of  all 
their  country — so  confident  were  they  in  their  own  virtue 
and  the  projection  of  Heaven,  that  the  very  land  on  which 
the  Cai:thaginians  w6re  encamped,  M^as  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion for  more  than  the  usual  price.  These  heroic  citizens 
disdained  to  receive  his  protections,  or  to  regard  his  proc- 
lamations. They  invcAed  the  protection  of  the  Supreme 
Being — ^they  bravely  defended  their  city  with  undaunted 
courage — they  repelled  the  enemy  and  recovered  their 
country.  Blush,  then,  ye  degenerate  spirits,  who  give  all 
over  for  lost,  because  your  enemies  have  marched  through 
three  or  four  counties  in  this  and  a  neighbouring  State — ye 
who  basely  fly  to  have  the  yoke  of  slavery  fixed  on  your 
necks,  and  to  swear  that  you  and  your  children  shall  be 
•laves  for  ever.*' 
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The  address  then  gave  a  glowing  picture  of  the  obsta- 
cles to  be  CTicountered  by  Great  Britain  in  her  endeav- 
ours to  enslave  her  late  colonies,  and  of  the  means  which 
ProvidehCe  had  furnished  America  for  protecting  the  lib- 
erty he  had  given  her;  and  concluded  in  the  following 
terms.  "  Rouse,  brave  citizens !  Do  your  duty  like  men  j 
and  be  persuaded  that  Divine  Providence  will  not  per- 
mit this  western  World  to  be  invofvetl  in  the  horrors  of 
slavery.  Consider,  that  from  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world, 
religion,  liberty,  and  reason  have  been  bending  their  course 
towards  the  setting  sun.  The  holy  gospels  are  yet  to  be 
preached  to  these  western  regions ;  and  we  have  the 
highest  reason  to  believe  that  the  Almighty  will  not  sufier 
slavery  and  the  gospel  to  go  haiid  In  hand.  It  cannot,  it 
will  not  be. 

"  But  if  there  be  any  among  us,  dead  to  all  sense  of 
honour,  and  love  of  their  country ;  if  deaf  to  all  the  calls 
of  bbcrty,  virtue,  and  religion ;  if  forgetful  of  the  mag- 
nanimity of  their  ancestors,  and  the  happiness  of  their 
children ;  if  neither  tlie  examples  nor  the  success  of  other 
nations — the  dictates  of  reason  and  of  nature ;  or  the  great 
duties  they  owe  to  their  God,  themselves,  and  their  pos- 
terity, have  any  etibct  upon  them — if  neither  the  injuries 
they  have  received,  the  prize  they  are  contending  for,  the 
future  blessings  pr  curses  of  their  children — the  applause 
or  the  reproach  of  all  mankind— ^the  approbation  or  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Great  Judge-^^)r  the  happiness  or  misery 
consequent  upon  their  conduct,  in  this  and  a  future  state, 
can  move  them ; — then  let  them  be  assured,  that  they 
deserve  to  be  slaves,  and  are  entitled  to  notliing  but  anguish 
and  tribulation.  Let  them  banish  from  their  remembrance 
the  reputation,  the  freedom,  and  the  happiness  they  have 
inherited  from  their  forefathers.  Let  them  forget  every 
duty,  human  and  divine;  remember  not  that  they  have 
children :  and  beware  how  they  call  to  mind  the  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Being:  let  them  go  into  captivity,  like  the 
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idolatroas  and  disobedient  Jews ;  and  be  a  reproach  and  a 
by-word  among  the  nations.  But  we  think  better  things 
of  you^ — ^we  believe  and  are  persuaded  that  you  will  do 
your  duty  like  men,  and  cheerfully  refer  your  cause  to  the 
great  and  righteous  Judge.  If  success  crown  your  efforts, 
all  the  blessings  of  fireemen  will  be'  your  reward.  If  you 
M  in  the  contest,  you  will  be  happy  with  God  in  heaven.'' 

Were  we  to  form  an  estimate  of  Mr.  Jay's  character 
only  from  the  language  in  which  he  denounced  those  who 
were  hostile,  or  indijferent  to  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
and  from  the  measures  he  proposed  against  them;  we 
should  be  almost  ready  to  believe  that  a  stem  and  devoted 
patriotism  had  absorbed  the  more  delicate  and  amiable 
feelings  of  his  breast  But  his  public  as  well  as  private 
conduct  was  governed  by  a  strict  sense  of  moral  obliga- 
tion ;  and  while  he  never  permitted  his  friendship  or  sym- 
pathy for  individuals  to  interfere  with  the  paramount 
claims  of  his  country,  he  delighted  to  indulge  the  kind  and 
generous  sensibilities  of  his  nature  whenever  circumstances 
would  allow  him.  He  invariably  discountenanced  all  in- 
humanity and  unnecessary  rigour  towards  the  enemy,  or 
the  tories.  On  one  occasion,  having  reason  to  believe  that 
a  zealous  committee-man  in  Westchester  county  had  ex- 
ercised his  power  with  unjustifiable  severity,  he  complained 
of  his  conduct,  and  procured  a  vote  of  censure  against  him 
from  the  Convention.  Some  time  after,  this  person  .met 
him,  and  assured  him  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  alleged 
charge,  and  complained  that  he  had  been  condemned 
without  having  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  himself.  Mr. 
Jay,  struck  with  the  justice  of  this  remonstrance,  instantly 
replied—**  You  are  right,  and  I  was  wrong,  and  I  ask  your 
pardon."  This  fiank  acknowledgment  disarmed  the  com- 
mittee-man of  his  resentment ;  and,  grasping  Mr.  Jay's 
hand,  he  exclaimed — **  I  have  often  heard  that  John  Jay  was 
a  great  man,  and  now  I  know  it." 

VOL.  I. — I 


Kjuence  of  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  Rye  became 
;  residence  for  Mr.  Jay's  parents  ;  and  it  appears 
trom  the  minutes  of  the  Convention  that  he  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence,  in  order  to  remove  them.  He 
accordingly  repaired  to  Rye,  and  succeeded  in  removing  his 
parents  to  Fishkill,  about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  While 
Plains.  The  dwelling  and  farm  at  Rye  were  abandoned, 
and  soon  after  fell  into  llie  possession  of  the  enemy ;  nor 
were  ibey  again  occupied  by  the  family  till  after  the  war. 

A  few  extraets  from  Mr.  Jay's  correspondence  will  show 
that  the  sternness  of  his  public  policy  was  Cir  from  being 
prompted  by  natural  disposition. 

^k  "  TO    ROBERT   R.    LIVINGSTOX. 

Ur  "P&.6II1J1111.,  1776. 

"Dear  Robert, 
"  Amid  the  various  sources  of  consolation  in  seasons  of 
poignant  distress,  which  the  wise  have  long  amused  them- 
selves and  the  world  with,  the  little  share  of  observation 
and  experience  which  has  fallen  to  my  lot  convinces  me 
that  resignation  to  the  dispensations  of  a  benevolent  as  well 
as  omnipotent  Being  can  alone  administer  relief.  The 
aensations  which  the  first  paragraph  of  your  letter  has 
occasioned  mock  llie  force  of  philosophy,  and  I  confesB 
have  rendered  me  the  sport  of  feelings  which  you  can  more 
easily  conceive  than  I  express.  Grief,  if  a  weakness,  is 
nevertheless  on  certain  occasions  araiabie,  and  recommends 
itself  by  being  in  the  train  of  passions  which  follow  virtue. 
But  remember,  my  friend,  that  your  country  bleeds  and 
calls  for  your  exertions.  The  fate  of  those  very  friends 
whose  misfortunes  so  justly  afflict  you,  is  linked  with  the 
common  cause,  and  cannot  have  a  separate  issue.  Rouse, 
therefore,  and  after  vigorously  discharging  the  duties  you 
owe  your  country,  return  to  your  peaceful  shades,  and 
supply  the  place  of  your  former  joys,  by  the  reflection 
that  they  are  only  removed  to  a  more  kindred  soil,  like 
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flowers  from  a  thorny  wilderness  by  a  friendly  florist,  under 
whose  cars  they  will  flourish  and  bloom,  and  court  your 
embraces  for  ever.  Accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  the 
ardour  with  which  you  wish  a  continuance  and  increase  of 
that  friendship  to  which  I  have  long  been  much  indebted. 
Be  assured  that  its  duration  will  always  be  among  the  first 
objects  of  my  care.  Let  us  unite  in  proving  by  our  example 
that  the  rule  which  declares  juvenile  friendships,  like  vernal 
flowers,  to  be  of  short  continuance,  is  not  without  excep- 
tions, even  in  our  degenerate  days.  Mr.  Deane  has  tMs 
moment  come  in,  so  that  I  must  conclude,  as  I  hope  to 
conclude  ^very  letter  to  you,  with  an  assurance  that  I  am 

**  Your  affectionate  friend, 

**JoHii  Jay. 
**  P.  S. — 50  tons  of  saltpetre  arrived  this  day.** 

*'T0  ROBERT  R.   UVINOSTON. 

«<  Philadelphia,  4th  March,  1776. 

^Mt  dsar  Friend, 
'<  Fame  says  you  are  still  much  indisposed.  I  pray  God 
she  may  on  this,  as  she  docs  on  many  other  occasions,  prove 
a  liar.  I  wrote  you  last  week  from  Elizabethtown.  Tell 
me  whether  you  have  received  that,  and  which  other  of  my 
letters.  I  was  in  hopes  of  finding  a  letter  from  you  here 
for  me  ;  and  the  disappointment  is  the  greater,  as  the  state 
of  your  health  for  some  time  past  has  given  me  much 
anxiety.  The  prospect  of  being  soon  deprived  of  a  father, 
and  probably  a  mother,  whom  you  know  I  tenderly  love, 
the  unhappy  situation  of  some  of  my  family,  added  to  the 
distress  I  feel  for  the  late  misfortunes  and  sickness  of  my 
friend,  have  occasioned  more  gloomy  ideas  in  my  mind  than 
it  has  ever  before  been  the  subject  of:  despondency,  how- 
ever, ill  becomes  a  man.  I  hope  I  shall  meet  every  severe 
stroke  of  fate  with  firmness  and  resignation,  though  not 
with  sullen  indifference.  It  gives  me  consolation  to  reflect 
that  the  human  race  are  immortal,  that  my  parents  and 


friends  will  be  divided  from  me  only  by  a  curtain  which  will   ' 
soon  be  drawn  up,  and  that  our  great  and  benevolent  Creator 
will  (if  I  please)  be  my  guide  through  this  vale  of  tears  to 
our  eternal  and  blessed  habitation. 

"  Notwithstanding  your  letter,  I  shall  expect  that  your 
disorder  is  to  be  ascribed  more  to  your  solicitude  than 
constitution.  1  well  remember  that  though  to  appear- 
ance not  robust,  you  could  endure  great  fatigue,  and 
few  of  our  contemporaries  have  enjoyed  more  health 
than  yourself.  I  have  a  kind  of  confidence  that  exercise, 
temperance,  and  cheerfulness  would  be  as  friendly  to  you 
as  they  were  to  old  Corharo.  I  wish  you  could  get 
away  from  home  and  pursue  no  other  objects.  Try, 
if  it  be  only  for  a  month  or  two,  and  give  up  ail  kind  of 
business  of  what  nature  aoever.  Don't  permit  anybody  to 
say  a  word  to  you  about  your  causes,  your  rents,  your 
farm — nay,  for  the  present  avoid  even  politics,  defer  joining 
the  Congress,  the  Assembly,  or  any  other  body  of  men 
whose  object  is  business.  Suppose,  when  the  season  be- 
comes more  mild,  you  were  to  take  lodgings  at  Bristol  ? 
The  waters  would  probably  bo  useful  lo  you,  you  would 
see  as  much  and  as  little  company  as  you  pleased,  and 
I  promise  to  go  to  church  with  you  every  Sunday.  TeU 
Mrs,  t.ivingston  I  beg  she  will  join  her  persuasion  to  mine. 
Such  a  little  journey  would  be  useful  to  you  both,  and  I 
should  think  the  middle  of  April  would  not  be  too  early  for  it. 

"  The  Committee  for  Canada  was  appointed  before  I 
reached  this  place.  It  consists  of  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Chace, 
and  a  Mr.  Carrol  from  Maryland.  Had  I  been  here  I 
should  have  proposed  you,  though  I  must  confess  I  think 
you  can  employ  your  time  more  to  the  advantage  of  your 
health  in  many  other  ways.  Your  country  has  no  demands 
upon  you  till  that  be  re-established.  Let  me  entreat  yoo, 
therefore,  to  confine  your  attention  to  it  Twenty-seven 
tons  of  powder,  some  saltpetre,  and  three  hundred  arms 
arrived  here  yesterday,  and  we  hear  from  good  authority 
that  five  tons  of  powder  have  arrived  safe  at  North  Carolina. 
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This  is  all  the  news  I  have  heard  aince  I  have  been  in  town. 
As  to  politics,  you  know  the  letters  of  Congress  people 
should  be  silent  on  that  subject  in  these  times,  when  letters 
oAen  miscarry,  &c    God  bless  you  and  give  you  health. 

'^  I  am  yours,  &c« 

«  JoHH  Jay.** 

'^TO  MRS.  JAT. 

**  SalUtNuy,  Mh  July,  1776. 

^Mv  DEAR  Sally, 
^  I  am  now  returning  to  Poughkeepsie,  where  I  am  to 
meet  some  members  of  the  Convention  on  the  7th  of  August 
How  long  I  may  stay  there  is  entirely  uncertain.  Unless 
some  unforeseen  business  should  intervene,  I  purpose  return- 
ing to  the  White  Plains  by  the  way  of  Elizabethtown.  The 
journey  will  be  long  and  fatiguing,  but  as  all  the  inconve- 
niences of  it  will  be  amply  compensated  by  the  pleasure  of 
spending  a  day  or  two  with  you,  I  consider  it  with  satisfac- 
tion, and  shall  pursue  it  with  cheerfulness.  Don't,  however, 
depend  on  it,  lest  you  be  disappointed.  In  these  days  of 
uncertainty  we  can  be  certain  only  of  the  present ;  the  future 
must  be  the  object  rather  of  hope  than  expectation.  My  dear 
Sally,  are  you  yet  provided  with  a  secure  retreat  in  case 
Elizabethtown  should  cease  to  be  a  place  of  safety  ?  I  shall 
not  be  at  ease  till  this  be  done.  You  know  my  happiness 
depends  on  your  welfare ;  and  therefore  I  flatter  myself  your 
affection  for  me  has,  before  this  will  reach  you,  induced  you 
to  attend  to  that  necessary  object.  I  daily  please  myself 
with  an  expectation  of  finding  our  boy  in  health  and  much 
grown,  and  my  good  wife  perfectly  recovered  and  in  good 
spirits.  I  always  endeavour  to  anticipate  good  instead  of 
ill  fortune,  and  find  it  turns  to  good  account ;  were  this  prac- 
tice more  general,  I  fancy  mankind  would  experience  more 
happiness  than  they  usually  do.  The  only  danger  attend- 
ing it  is,  that,  by  being  too  sanguine  in  our  expectations, 
disappointment  oflen  punishes  our  confidence  and  renders 
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tfie  sensations  occasioned  by  mortification  and  chagrin  more 
painiiil  than  those  arising  from  anticipated  and  imaginary 
enjoyments  were  pleasing.  /  These,  however,  are  inconve- 
nienees  which  a  little  prudence  will  easily  obviate.  A  peiw 
son  must  possess  no  great  share  of  sagacity  who,  in  this 
whirl  of  hisnan  affairs,  would  account  that  certain  which, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  be  do.  But  this  looks  more 
like  writing  an  essay  than  a  letter.  I  was  thinking  loud, 
my  dear  wife,  which  you  know  is  a  species  of  enjoyment 
which  never  falls  to  my  lot  but  when  in  your  company. 
May  I  long  and  often  enjoy  it  I  My  compliments  to  all  the 
fiunily. 

"  I  am,  my  dear  Sally,  and  always  will  be, 

"  Your  very  afiectionate  husband, 

"JoHii  Jay."* 

^TO   BDWARD   RUTLEDOE. 

«*6th  July,  1776. 

*'Dbar  Rutledge, 

**  Your  friendly  letter  found  me  so  engaged  by  plots,  con- 
spiracies, and  chimeras  dire,  that,  though  I  thanked  you  for 
it  in  my  heart,  I  had  no  time  to  tell  you  so  either  in  person 
or  by  letter.  Your  ideas  of  men  and  things  (to  speak 
mathematically)  run,  for  the  most  part,  parallel  with  my 
own ;  and  I  wish  Governor  Tryon  and  the  devil  had  not 
prevented  my  joining  you  on  the  occasion  you  mentioned. 
How  long  I  may  be  detained  here  is  uncertain,  but  I  see 
little  prospect  of  returning  to  you  for  a  month  or  two  yet  to 
come.  We  have  a  government,  you  know,  to  form ;  and 
(Sod  only  knows  what  it  will  resemble.  Our  politicians,  like 
some  guests  at  a  feast,  are  perplexed  and  undetermined 
which  dish  to  prefer.  Our  affairs  in  Canada  have  lately 
become  much  the  subject  of  animadversion ;  and  the  mis- 
carriages in  that  country  are,  with  little  reserve,  imputed  to 
the  inattention  of  the  Congress.  Indeed,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  certain  miUtary  gentlemen  who  reaped  no  lau- 
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rels  there  are  among  the  patrons  of  that  doctrine.  It  is  to 
me  amazing  that  a  strict  inquiry  has  not  been  made  into  the 
behaviour  of  those  under  whose  direction  we  have  met  with 
nothing  but  repeated  losses  in  that  country.  Nor  ii  the 
public  silent  with  respect  to  the  inactivity  of  the  fleet ;  and 
reports  have  gone  abroad,  that  the  admiral  has  refused  to 
comply  with  the  orders  of  Congress  relative  to  the  cannon 
taken  at  Providence.    Til  tell  you  a  pretty  story  of  **♦****.  *' 

While  he  was  smoking  his  pipe  in  the  suburbs  of  Quebec, 
he  took  it  into  his  head  that  he  might  do  wonders  with  a  fire- 
ship  ;  and,  with  an  imagination  warmed  by  the  blaze  of  the 
enemy's  vessels,  sent  for  a  Ne W- York  captain,  who,  it  seems, 
understood  the  business  of  fire-ship  building.  Under  the 
strongest  injunctions  of  s^recy,-  he  communicated  to  him 
the  important  plan,  and  ordered  him  to  get  the  ship  in  readi- 
ness with  all  the  despatch  and  privacy  in  his  power ;  wisely 
observing,  that  if  the  enemy  should  get  any  intelligence  of 
his  design,  they  would  carry  their  vessels  out  of  the  way  of 
his  fire-ship.  The  captain  accordingly  set  about  preparing 
the  materials,  &c.  necessary  for  the  exploit  which  was  to 
heroisp  his  general.  Some  short  time  afler,  ♦••****  was 
informed  that  tho  time  for  which  the  York  troops  were 
enlisted  would  expire  in  a  day  or  two ;  he  issued  orders  for 
them  to  parade  at  a  certain  time  and  place,  and  informed 
them  that  he  would  then  and  there  make  a  speech  to  them— 
and  a  Ciceronian  speech  it  was. 

"  *  My  lads,'  says  he,  *  I  find  your  time  is  almost  out,  and 
maybe  some  of  you  may  think  on  going ;  but  surely  you 
won't  leave  mc  now ;  you  must  try  and  stay  a  little  longer. 
Don't  think  that  I  am  laying  here  doing  nothing.  No,  no; 
you  shall  see  a  fine  sight  soon.  I  am  busy  building  a  fire- 
ship  ;  and  as  soon  as  she  is  ready,  we'll  burn  all  their  vessels 
up.'     Cetera  desunt. 

"  The  York  troops,  allured  by  the  promise  of  a  feu  de 
joie^  staid  and  were  disappointed.  Some  renegade  French- 
men remembered  the  speech,  and  told  it  as  a  secret  to  Gov- 
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ernor  Carlelon,  The  vessels  were  put  out  of  harm's  way,  , 
and  the  Connecticut  Alexander  lost  his  passage  in  a  fire-  7 
ship  to  the  temple  of  fame,  I 

"  My  compliments  u>  Messrs.  Braxton,  Lynch,  and  such 
others  as  I  esteem, — of  which  number  rank  yourself,  my 
dear  Ned,  among  the  first. 

"  Believe  me  to  be  sincerely  yours, 

"John  Jay." 

I  It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  1775,  Mr.  Jay  had  been 

p.  placed  by  Congress  on  a  secret  committee  of  correspond* 
ence.     The  proceedings  of  this  committee  were  enveloped 

\  in  the  most  profound  secrecy,  and  they  led  to  important 

)  results.     Mr.   Jay   seems    to   have  been   its  chief  organ 

l|  of  correspondence.     The  committee,  having  secured  the 

,  _  friendship  of  certain  individuals  in  France  and  Holland, 

■  sent  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  a  late 

■  member  of  Congress,  as  their  agent  to  France.  He  was 
J  directed  to  appear  in  that  country  as  a  merchant ;  and 
k  certain  persons  were  mentioned  to  whom  he  was  to  confide 
f  the  object  of  his  misBion,  and  through  whose  agency  he 

was  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Count  Vergcnnes,  the 
French  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  It  was  hoped  that  he 
would  thus  be  enabled  to  procure  military  supplies  for 
Congress, 

As  France  was  at  this  time  at  peace  with  Bngland,  it 
became  necessary  to  resort  to  expedients  to  prevent  the 
consequences  that  might  result  from  the  miscarriage  of 
Mr.  Deane's  letters.  For  this  purpose,  he  was  provided 
with  an  invisible  ink,  and  Mr.  Jay  with  a  chymical  prepa^ 
ration  for  rendering  the  writing  legible.  But,  as  lettera 
apparently  blank  might  excite  suspicions,  and  lead  to  ex- 
periments that  might  expose  the  contrivance,  Mr.  Deane's 
communications  were  written  on  large  sheets,  commencing 
with  a  short  letter  in  common  ink,  relative  to  some  fictitious 
person  or  business,  and   under  a  feigned  name,  and  the 


resichie  of  the  paper  wu  occupied  by  his  dcfspatch  in  the' 
invisible  inL  The  following  letters  from  Mr.  Morris,  a 
member  of  the  committee,  refer  to  this  secret  corre- 
ipondeace. 

"TO  JOHN  JAY. 

,  •«  Philadelphia,  Sept  S8, 1776. 

<«Deak  Sir, 

**  Although  your  express  delivered  me  your  favour  last 
Wednesday  or  Thursday,  yet  I  did  not  receive  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Deane  until  this  day^  and  shall  now  send  after  the 
express,  that  he  may  convey  this  safe  to  your  hands ;  shocdd 
lie  be  gone  I  must  find  some  other  safe  conveyance.  Yov 
will  find  enclosed  both  Mr.  D — ne's  letters,  as  you  desired, 
and  I  shall  thank  you  for  the.  copy  of  the  invisible  part. 
He  had  communicated  so  much  of  this  secret  to  me  before 
his  departure,  as  to  let  me  know  he  had  fixed  with  you  a 
mode  of  writing  that  would  be  invisible  to  the  rest  of  tbe 
world ;  he  also  promised  to  ask  you  to  make  a  full  commu- 
ucation  to  me,  but  in  this  use  your  pleasure ;  the  secret,  so 
far  atf  I  do  or  shall  know  it,  will  remain  so  to  all  other  per^ 
ions.  It  appears  clear  to  me  that  we  may  very  soon  involve 
ill  Europe  in  a  war,  by  managing  properly  the  apparent 
fiyrwardness  of  the  court  of  France  ;  it  is  a  horrid  consider- 
ation thatt>ur  own  safety  should  mil  on  ns  to  involve  other 
nations  in  the  calamities  of  war.  Can  this  be  morally  right, 
or  have  morality  and  policy  nothing  to  do  with  each  other  f 
Periiaps  it  may  not  be  good  policy  to  investigate  the  question 
at  this  time.  I  will  therefore  only  ask  you  whether  General 
Howe  will  give  us  time  to  cause  a  diversion  fevourable  to 
us  in  Europe.  I  confess  as  things  now  appear  to  me  the 
prospect  is  gloomy  indeed.  Therefore,  if  you  can  adminis- 
ter comfort,  do  it  Why  arc  we  so  long  deprived  of  your 
abilities  in  Congress?  Perhaps  they  are  more  usefully 
exerted  where  you  are :  that  may  be  the  case  ;  but  such 

VOL.  «. — ^K 
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Qien  as  you,  in  times  Jike  these,  should  be  everywhere*    I 
am  with  true  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem* 

.    "  Dear  Sir, 
^'  Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, . 

**  ROBBRT  MORBU." 


.  I 


"TO  JOHN  JAY. 

i<  Philadfll]^  Feb.  4»  1777. 

^  Dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  fovour  of  the  7th  ult.  came  safe  to  hand-  Tim- 
othy Jones  is  certainly  a  very  entertaining,  agreeable  man ; 
one  would  not  judge  so  from  any  thing  contained- in  his  cold 
insipid  letter  of  the  17th  Sept,  vmless  you  take  pains  to  find 
the  concealed  beauties  therein : .  the  ^cursory  observatioju  of 
a  sea  captain  would  nev^  discover  them,  but  transferred 
frcMn  his  hand  to  the  penetrating  eye  of  a  Jay^  the  diamonds 
stand  confessed  at  once.  .'It  pu^  me  in  mind  of  a  search 
after  the  philosopher's  stone,  but  I  believe  not  one  of  the 
followers  of  that  phantom  have  come  so  near  the  fnark  as 
you,  my  good  friend.  I  handed  a  copy  of  your  discoveries 
to  the  committee,  which  now  consists  of  Harrison,  R.  H. 
Lee,  Hooper,  Dr..  Witherspoon,  Johnson,  you,  and  myself; 
and  honestly  told  them  who  it  v^s  from,  bec&use  measures 
are  necessary  in  consequence  of  it ;  but  I  have  not  received 
any  directions  yet 

^'I  should  never  doubt  the  success  of  measures  con- 
ducted by  such  able  heads  as  those  that  take  the  lead 
in  your  Convention.  I  hate  to  pay  compliments,  and 
would  avoid  the  appearance  of  doing  it,  but  I  cannot 
refrain  from  saying  I  love  Duane,  admire  Mr.  Livingston, 
and  have  an  epithet  for  you  if  I  had  been  writing  to  another. 
1  wish  you  had  done  with  your  Convention ;  you  are  really 
wanted  exceedingly  in  Congress:  they  are  very  thin. 
Adieu,  my  dear  sir ;  God  bless  you,  and  grant  success  to 
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America  in  the  present  contest,  with  wisdom  and  virtue 
to  secure  peace  and  happiness  to  her  sons  in  all  future 
ages. 

*•  I  am,  with  true^  regard, 

"Your  most  obedient  servant, 
^    "Robert  Morris." 

• 

The  secret  letter,  aUuded  to  by  Mr.  Morris,  was  masked 
by  the  following  note  in  common  ink,  at  the  top  of  the 
page. 

"     '  *      «Bord«wix,  Sept  17th,  177^. 

"Dear  Sir, 
"  I  liave  now  to  inform  you  of  my  safe  amval  at  this 
place,  after  a  passage  of  thirty-two  days  from  Martinico,^ 
and  am  so  extremely.weak  ^t  I  am  scarcely  able  to  hold 
my  pen,  yet  could  not  tet  this  opportunity  slip  of  letting 
you  know  where  I  am,  and  that  I  have  a  prospect  of  i^- 
covering ;  for  though  weak,  my  fever  and  cough  have  left 
me  almost  entirely.  There  is  not  much  news  here,  and  if 
there  Ivas,  I  should  not  dare  to  write  it,  as  that  might  inter- 
cept the  letter  if  taken.    My  compliments  to  all  friends. 

"  Yours, 

"  Timothy  Jones. 
"  John  Jay,  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law." 

When  a  single  sheet  was  insufficient  for  the  secret  des- 
patch, Mr.  Timothy  Jones,  or  some  other  imaginary  gen- 
tleman, requested  the  favour  of  Mr.  Jay  to  forward  the 
enclosed  letter  agreeably  to  its  direction ;  and  the  enclosed 
letter,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  note  on  some  fictitious 
business,  was  filled  with  the  residue  of  the  despatch  in 
invisible  ink.  The  secret  writing  is  now  wholly  illegible, 
and  the  paper  much  corroded  by  the  hquid  with  which  it 
had  been*  washed.  The  dates  of  these  letters  are  all 
endorsed,  and  on  comparing  them  with  the  dates  of  Mr. 
Deane's  letters,  published  in  the  American  Diplomatic  Cor- 
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it  appears  that  floioe  oC  the*  letters  liave^ieYer 
beeo  made  public  y  and  tha^  othera  were  copied  by  Mr. 
Jay  for  the  committeey  and  have  thus  been  preserved 
*    The  successful  result  of  'Mr.  Deane's  mission  is  too  "well 
known  to  render  any  details  respecting  it  necessary. 
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*  Mb  J^  nporU  Druglit  ofa  C^MMtitotioD  ^ 

-^0  it  appointed  Chief  Justice,  end  Memlier  of  the  Council  of  Safety — 
Writea  Letter  to  People  of  Tiyon  Countj-— ^ia  Cofreapondenoe  witb 

'    General  Scfaujier— Eztiacta  from  hia  ilrat  Charge  to  (hand  Juiy-— Co»- 
■  fluftatioii  with  Oeneial  Waahingtoo  about  iBTaaion  of  Canada— Extitslv 

;    from  Piirate  Conrei|xnidene»^Ia  appointed  Delegate  to  Ccogreie '■ 

^  ^  Cheeen  President  of  Congreaa — Reugna  Office  pf  Chief  Jiiatic»— At 
request  of  Congressi  writes  Letter  to  the  States  on  the  Public  Finaocee— 
Hia  Conduct  relatlTe  to  Vermont — ^Appointed  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  to 
Spain. 

The  Convention  of  New-York  had  beeii  elected  in  1776, 
for  the  double  purpose  of  forming  a  constitution  for  the 
State,  and  of  exercising,  until  that  duty  had  been  performed, 
•all  the  powers  of  government  But  audi  was  the  exposed 
situation  of  the  State,  and  so  various  and  important  the 
'  affiurs  which  continued  to  dajm  the  attention  of  the  Con* 
vention,  that  it  was  loi^  before  it  found  itself  at  leisure  to 
enter  upon  the  grave  task  of  preparing  a  constitution. 
Indeed,  the  Convention  frequently  found  it  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  the  inroads  of  the  enemy,  abruptly  to  ad- 
journ, and  again  to  assemble  at  another  place.*  Thus  at 
di&rent  times  they  met  at  Harlaem,  Kingsbridge,  Philips't 
Manor,  Fishkill,  Whili  PhiBS,  Poc^hkaepne,  and  KingsUm^ 
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On  the  Ist  of  August,  1776,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  oonstitution*    Of  this  committee 
Mr.  Jay  was  chairman,  and  its  duty  appears  to  have  been 
assigned  to  him.    Upon  reflecting  on  the  diaracter  and 
feelings  of  the  .Convention,  he  thought  it  most  prudent  to 
omit  in  the  draught  several  provisions  that  appeared  to  him 
important,  and  afterward  to  propose  them  separately  as 
amendments.    This  course  wtfs  followed,  but  the  precipita- 
tion'with  which  the  instrument  was  finally  adopted  in  his 
absence,  prevented  it.firomi)eing  carried  into  full  execution* 
On  the  12th  of  March,  the  committee  reported  their  plan 
of  a  constitution,  which  is  in  Mr.  Jay's  handwrfting.    The 
final  question  on  the  proposed  constitution  was  not  taken 
till  the  20th  of  April.    A  few  days  previous,  Mr.  Jay  had 
been  summoned  to  attend  his  dying  mother;  and  before 
his  return,  the  constitution  waa  adopted,  with  some  addi- 
tions and  omissions  which  he  regretted.     In  a  letter  to  two 
gentlemeh  of  the  Convention,  dated  29th  of  April,  he  ex- 
pressed himself  with  great  freedom  on  the  hurried  manner 
in  which  this  important  business  had  been  concluded,  and 
pointed  out  his  objections  to  the  additions  that  had  been 
made  in  his  absence.    ^  The  other  parts  of  the  constitu- 
tion," he  observed,  "  I  approve ;,  and  only  regret  that,  like 
a  harvest  cut  before  it  was  all  ripe,  some  of  the  grains 
have  shrunk.    Exclusive  of  the  clauses  which  I  have  men-  . 
tioned,  and  which  I  wish  had  been  added,  another  material 
one  has  been  omitted:    viz.  a  direction  that  all  persons 
holding  offices  under  the  government  should  swear  alle- 
giance to  it,  and  renounce  all  allegiance  and  subjection  to 
foreign  kings,  princes,  and  states,  in  all  matters,  ecclesias- 
tical as  well  as  civil.     /  should  also  have  been  for  a  clause 
against  the  continuance  of  domestic  slavery,  and  for  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  literature ;  as  well  as  some 
other  matters,  though,  perhaps,  of  less  consequence. 

*'  Though  the  birth  of  the  constitution  |s,  in  my  opinion, 
premature,  I  shall,  nevertheless,  do  all  in  my  power  to 
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Qursc  and  keep  it  alive ;  being  far  from  approving  th8 
KpartBF)  law,  whicli  encouraged  parents  to  destroy  such  of 
their  children  as,  perhajjs  by  some  cross  accident,  might 
come  into  ihe  world  defective  and  misshapen." 

From  this  letter,  it  is  probable  that  the  State  of  New- 
York  was  deprived,  by  Mr.  Jay's  absence,  of  the  honour 
of  setting  tlie  first  example  in  America  of  the  voluntary 
abolition  of  slavery.  By  this  constitution,  the  right  of 
suffrage  was,  in  several  instances,  restricted  to  freeholders ; 
it  being  a  favourite  maxim-  with  Mr.  Jay,  that  those  who 
own  the  country  ought  to  govern  it. 

The  Convention,  having  now  provided  a  constitution  for 
the  State,  took  measures  for  putting  it  into  operatron.  For 
this,  however,  time  was  necessary.  The  governor  and 
legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  the  various  departments 
of  government  to  be  organized.  The  Convention  wa« 
anxious  to  terminate  its  long  and  laborious"  session,  but  it 
was  necessary  to  provide  for  the  administration  of  the 
government  in  the  interim ;  and  for  this  purpose,  it  pro- 
ceeded to  appoint  such  judicial  and  other  officers  as  were 
more  immediately  required  by  the  actual  situation  of  the 
State,  who  were  to  hold  their  offices  till  the  new  govern- 
ment was  organized.  Under  this  arrangement,  Mr.  Jay 
was  appointed  chirf  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  hia 
friend,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  chancellor.  By  the 
new  constitution,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Comi:  were 
restrained  from  holding  any  oilier  office  than  that  of  dele- 
gale  to  Congress  on  special  occasions.  As  no  such  occa- 
sion existed  at  present,  Mr.  Jay's  elevation  to  the  bench 
vacated  his  commission  as  delegate. 

To  provide  still  fiuiher  for  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment, the  Convention  appointed  certain  of  their  own  mem- 
bers "  a  Council  of  Safety,"  and  then  dissolved.  From  the 
dissolution  of  the  Convention  in  May  till  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  in  September,  Mr.  Jay  was  almost  constantly 
occupied  in  the  Council  of  Safety,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
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The  council  directed  the  military  operations  of  the  State ; 
ezerdsed  the  power  of  life  and  death ;  and  in  short,  wielded 
an  absolute  sovereignty  :  but  it  was  composed  of  men  who 
possessed  and  merited  the  confidence  of  the  people.  The 
period  was  one  of  peril  to  the  State  of  New-York.  A 
British  army  b&d  invaded  it  from  the  north,  and  Ticon- 
deroga  had  faUen;  while  another  hostile  army  held  the 
metropolis,  and  threatened  the  lower  counties,  and  was 
preparing  to  form  a  junction  with  Buigoyne.;  which,  if 
eflfected,  would  subject  the  whole  State  to  the  British  arms. 
At  this  crisis,  too,  the  disaffected  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
were  active  in  aiding  the  enemy,  by  raising  troops,  giving 
intelligence,  and  exciting  conspiracies.  In  maiiy  instances, 
even  the  well-disposed  were  disheartened  by  the  prospect 
before  them,  and  despairing  of  a  successful  issue  of  the 
contest,  began  to  think  of  acceptii^  the  pardon  and  protec- 
tion offered  by  the  proclamation?  of  the  British  com- 
manders. This  was  particularly  the  case  in  the  county  of 
Tryon  (now  Montgomery),  anid  the  Council  t)f  Safety 
addressed  to  them  the  following  animating  letter,  written 
by  Mr.  Jay. 

**III   roHWCIIi  OF  SAFETY. 

*^  To  the  General  Committee  of  Tryon  County, 

"  KingBton,  22d  July,  1777. 

**  Gentlemen, 
**  We  have  received  your  letter,  and  severalothers  from 
difierent  parts  of  ycJur  coimty,  and  are  no  lefes  affected  by 
tiie  dangers  than  the  fears  of  the  people  of  Tryon.  It  is 
with  the  utmost  concern  that  we  hear  of  the  universal 
panic,  despair,  and  dedpondency'?which  prevail  throu^out 
your  county.  We  flattered  ourselves  that  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  would  have  animated,  and  not  depressed  their 
ipirits.  What  reason  is  there  to  expect  that  Heaven  will 
help  those  whcr refuse  to  help  themselves;  or  that  Provi- 
dence will  grant  liberty  to  those  who  want  courage  to 
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defend  iu  Are  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  themselves, 
their  country,  and  posterity,  so  soon  forgotten  ?  Let  not 
the  history  of  the  present  glorious  contest  declare  to  future 
generations  that  the  people  of  your  county,  after  making 
the  highest  professiona  of  zeal  for  the  American  cause,  fled 
at  the  first  appearance  of  danger,  and  behaved  like  women. 
This  unmanly  conduct  gives  us  great  concern.  We  feel 
too  much  for  your  honour  and  reputation  not  to  be  uneasy. 
Instead  of  supplicating  the  protection  of  your  enemies, 
meet  them  with  arms  in  your  hands — make  good  your 
professions,   and  let  not  your  attachment  to  freed<»n  b» 

I  manifested  only  in  your  words. 

I  «  We  could  scarcely  have  believed  that  a  man  among 

r  you  would  have  thought  of  protections  (as  they  are  falsely 

f  called)  from  the  enemy.     Of  what  advantage  have  diey 

been  to  the  deluded  wretches  who  accepted  them  in  Jersey, 
Ne^-York,  Westchester,  and  Long  Island  ?  After  being 
seduced  from  their  duty  to  their  country,  they  were  plun- 

;  dered,  robbed,  cast   into   prison,   treated   as   slaves,   and 

t  abused  in  a  manner  alnnost   too  savage  and  cruel  to  be 

related.     We  ought  to  profit  by  the  woful  experience  of 

)  others,  and    not  with  our  eyes  open  run  to  destruction. 

Nor  imagine  you  will  remain  unsupported  in  the  hour 
of  trial.  We  consider  you  as  part  of  the  State,  and  aa 
equally  entitled  with   other   counties  to   the   aid   of  the 

'  whole." 

After  giving  some  orders  for  imbodying  the  militia,  the 

I  letter  proceeded :  "  Let  all  differences  among  you  cease. 

i  Let  the  only  contest  be,  who  shall  be  foremost  in  defending  his 

i"'  country.    Banish  unmanly  fear,  acquit  yourselves  like  men, 

and  with  firm  confidence  trust  the  event  with  that  Almighty 
and  benevolent  Being  who  hath  commanded  you  to  hold 
\  fast  the  liberty  with  which  he  has  made  you  free  ;  and  who 

,  is  able  as  well  as  willing  to  support  you  in  performing  his 

*  orders.     If  yon  can  prevail  on  your  people  to  exert  their 

own  strength,  all  will  he  well.     Let  us  again  beseech  and 
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entreat  you,  for  the  honour  and  'ifeputatioo,  as  well  as-  the 
9afety  of  the  State,  to  behave  like  men.**: 

To  his  friend  Groverpeur  Morris,  Mr,  Jay  thus  wrote 
respecting  this  countyv  **  The  situation  of  Tryon  county 
ift  both  shameful  and  deplorable.  Such  abject  dejection  and 
despondency  as  mark  the  letters  we  have  received  from 
thence,  disgrace  human  nature.  God  knows  what  to  do 
with,  or  for  them.  Were  they  alone  interested  in  their  frte, 
I  sluHild  be  for  leaving  their  cart  in  the  slough  till  they 
would  put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel"  :  ' 

After  the  adoption'^of  the  constitution  it  became  net^ssary 
to  select  a  persbn  for  the  officd  of,gbvemor  of  the  State,  bxA 
Mr.  Jay  was  solicited  to  accept  it.     The  following  letter 

states  the  Teason'of  his  refusal. ' 

..  .  '•  .         .       .    .  • 

^  TO   ABRAHAM  TATES,.J1JN. 

"16th  May,  177?! 

"  Dear  Sir, 
.**Prom  the  information  you  was  pleased  to  give  me,  before 
you  left  this  place,  that  it  would  be  proposed  in  the  county 
of  Albany  to  hold  me  up  as  candidate  for  the  office  of 
governor,  I  think  it  necessary  to  be  very  -explicit  on  that 
subject. ,  That  the  office  of  first  magistrate  of  this  State  will 
be*  more  respectable  as  well  as  more  lucrative,  and  con- 
sequently more  desirable,  than  the  place  I  now  fill,  is  very 
apparent.  But,  sir,  my  object  inthe  course  of  the  present 
great  contest  neither  has  been,  nor  will  be,  either  rank  or 
money.  I  am  persuaded  that  I  can  be  more  useful  to  the 
State  in  the  office  I  now  hold  than  in  the  one  alluded  to,  and 
therefore  think  it  my  duty  to  continue  in  it.  You  are 
acquainted  with  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  be  of  this 
opinion ;.  and  although  I  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  honour 
which  my  friends  are  disposed  to  confer  upon  me,  I  must 
request  the  favour  of  them  not  to  encourage  my  being 
named  as  a  candidate  for  that  office,  but  to  endeavour  to 

VOL.  I. L 
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the  ¥0l0B  of  tbeefeoton  in  tbe  county  cf  Afbuj  in 

fcTwr  of  loaie  other  getHdemma. 

.*f  lam,  dear  Vf 
**  ifoar  most  obedient  and  himdble  aervH, 

*"  Joan  Jat."  • 


.  The  fiJl  of  "Kooiideroga  excited  umyersal  clamour  and 
'p>J>i"i"»  ni.  wa«  gtsnetally  attributed  to  treachery  ov 
iaScapacity.  Aa  thia  important  fortreas^was  aituated  within 
Ifae  militar]^  department  of  General  Schuyler;  that  ftithfiil 
and  TigilaAt  officer  was  in  public  estimation  held  reapon- 
aibfe  ferits  difljgraceful'  evacuation,  although  it  occutrejl  in 
Ua  absence  and  without  his  knowledge;  Mr.  Jay's  know- 
ledge of  Schuyler's  character  led  him  immediatdy  to  do 
him  thiat- justice  which  his  country  tardily  awarded  him,  and 
his  friendship  prompted  the  Mowing  letter^  ' 

'    ^  TO  OSNBRAI.  SCHUTLBB. 

■''  «<'kiiig9lon,  aiit  Jiilfi  1777> 

"^DsAR  Sir, 

**  Your  &vour  of  the  14th  inst  came  safe  to  hand.'  I  am 
bappy  to  see  so  moch'cheerfiilness  difilised  through  it  I 
kope  your  sweet  smiling  gienius  won't. play  the  coquette. 
The  confidential  part  of  your  letter  shall  remain  secret 
Pntaam's  answer  was  cautious ;  he  believed  there  was  a 
iuilt  somewhere,  but  neither  excused  nor  accused  anybody; 
nor  did  he  take  any  notice  of  that  part  of  our  letter  which 
vaspected  you.  This  kind  of  reserve  is  not  friendly.  The 
evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  continues  to  be  the  subject,  not 
omly  of  gener^  speculation,  but  also  of  general  censure  and 
reproach. .  The  pubUc,  not  being  furnished  with  the  reasona 
far.  that  measure,  are  left  to  .form  their  own  conjectures,  and 
aeem  very  universally ito  impute  it  to  treachery  and  practice 
with  the  enemy;  nor  are  the  four  generals  alone  the  objects 
4t  suspicion ;  it  reaches  you. 

^  It  is  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  like  many  other  worthy 
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chaFBCterf,  ycm  have  your  enemies ;  and  it  iff  also-true  that 
countenance  is  indirectly  given  to  Uie  popular  anspicions  by 
persons  firom  whom  I  should  have  e:i^pecte,d  more  candour* 
or  I  may  say  more  honesty. 

'^  It  is  said,  but  I  know  not  with  what,  truth,  that  Sinchur, 
on  being  asked  by  some  of  his  officers  why  the  fort  was 
evacuated,  replied-  generally,  that,  he  knew  what  he  <lid ; 
that  on  his  own  account  he  was  very  easy  about  the  matlai^ 
and  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  justify,  himself.  From, 
hence  some  inferred  that  be  must  have  alluded  to  orders 
from' you. 

^  Another  report  prevails,  that  some  short  time  befiora 
the  fort  was  left,  a  number  of  heavy  cannon  were  Jby  your 
order  dismounted  and  laid  aside,  and  small  ones  {daced  ib' 
their  fb<»n.  This  is  urged  as  circumstantial  proof  against 
you. 

^  The  ship-carpenters  bi^ve  ceme  down,  much  dissatisfied 
and  clamorous.  In  short,  sir,  th&t  jealousy  which  ever  pra» 
rails  in  civil  wars,  added  to  the  disappointment  and  indigo 
nation  which  the  people  feel  on  this,  occasion,  together  with 
the  malice  oi  your  enemie^  require  that  the  integrity  and 
profuriety  of  your  conduct  be  rendered  so  evident,  as  that 
there  may  not  be  a  hook  or  loop  whereon  fo  hang  a  doubt. 

^  I  forgot  to  mentioi^  that  stress  is  also  laid  on  your  dis- 
tance from  the  fort  at  the  time  of  the  enemy's  approach, 
and  from  this  circumstance  unfavourable  conclusions  are 
drawn. 

^  Your  friends,  in  the  mean  time  are  not  idle ;  they  argne 
that  you  would  have  been  highly  reprehensible^  if  you  hady 
by  being  in  a  fort  besieged,  deprived  the  other  parts  of  the 
department  of  your  services  and  superintendence.  That 
they  are  assured  of  your  having  neither  ordered  or  been 
privy  to  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  Ac.  &;c.  &c.  A  clear, 
abort,  and  authentic  statement  of  facts  can  alone  do  the  work ; 
vefaile  the  people  remain  uninformed  they  will  suspect  the 
worst     I  think  the  generals  (who  are  mortal  if  honest) 
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oug^t  to  gite  you  a  eertificate  that  Ticonderoga  was  left 
without  your.diFection,  advice,  or  knowledge ;  and  I  submit, 
to-  you  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  write  such  a 
letter  to  the  Council  of  Safety  on  this*  subject,  as  they  could 
with  |m>priety  publish.  I*  think  it  should  not  look  like  a 
defence,  though  it  should  amount  to  it  It  should*  take  no 
noticer  of  accusations^  and  yet  remove  all  groimds  fo^  them. 
Charges  may  be  answered  without  seeming  to  know  of  any ; 
a  defence  more  pointed  and  pafticulax  wotild  give  a  certain 
degree  of  consequence  even  to  calumny,  and  resemble  an 
implied  admission  that  there  was  apparent  room  for 
suspicion.  '  - .  . 

***  In  one  of  your  late  letters  to  the  council  was  this  senti- 
ment *  You  wished  the  evacuation  might  not  be  too  mu6h 
depreciated  ;'  and-  your  reasons  for  this  caution  may  hav^' 
weight ;  but,  sir,  a  certain  gentleman  at  that  board,  whom 
I  need  not  name,  and  from  whoin  I  do  not  desire  this  infor- 
mation should  be  concealed,  is  in  my  opinion  your  siecret 
enemy.  He  professes  much  respect,  &c.  for  you ;  he  can't 
see  'through  the  business  ;  he  wishes  you  had  been  nearefr  to 
the  fort,  though  he  does  not  doubt  your  spirit ;  he  thinks  we 
ought  to  suspend  cfur  judgment,  and  not  censure  you  rashly ; 
he  hppes  you  will  '^be  able  to  justify  y6urself,  &c.  &c. 
Observe  so  much  cautioti,  therefore,  in  your  letters,  as  to  let 
them  contain  nothing  which  yoiir  enemies  may  Wrest  to  their 
own  purpdseiS. 

"  I  must  also  inform  you  that  the  flying  seals  of  your 
letters  to  General  Washington,  often  arrive  there  broken. 
Thai  from  the  different  colour  of  the  wax,  if  not  from  the 
clumsy  manner  in  which  they  are  often  put  up  by  the 
secretaries,  it  can  be  -no  difficult  matter  for  those  who 
receive  them  to  perceive  that  they  have  been  inspected.  I 
wish  some  other  mode  was 'devised. 

^Thus,  sir,  I  have  performed  the  unpleasing  task  of 
writing  to  you  with  much  freedom  on  a  very  disagreeable 
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mibjeet)  and  of  aoc^uainting  you  with*  fiictjj  that  will  giv^ 
you  pain,  and. put  your  equanimity  to  a. trial. 

"  I  ^(m\  apologize  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken,  being 
persuaded  that  you  .will  consider  it  a^aproof  of  the  regard 
with  which  I  am,  dear  sir, 

**  Your  firiehd  and  humble  servant, 

'•JohhJay,'* 


M 
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«  Kingston,  S6tli  Jalj,  1777. 

*'Dear  Sik,  / 

"  Your  favour  of  the  24th  instant,  covering  a  letter  from 
General  St  Clair,  was  delivered  to  me  this  evening;  I  have 
aent  the  latter  to. the  press ;  it  wjll  be  printed  entire.  Ex- 
tracts might  be. followed  by  suspicions.  The  malicious 
migbt  remark,  that  parts  were  concealed  which,  if  made 
known,.. would  probably  give  a  diSerent  colour  to  the 
whole.  A  number  of  Holt's  papers  shall  be  gent  to  you, 
and  care  taken  to  transmit  others  to  Congress,  to  head- 
quarters, to  Feekskill,  &c.  I  shall  iilso  request  Loudoa  to 
reprint  it      .    -         .  . 

"  This  attack  on  your  reputation  will,  I  hope,  do  you  only 
a  temporary  injury.  The  honest  though  credulous  multi- 
tude, when  undeceived,  will  regret  their  giving  way  to  sus- 
picions which  have  led  them  to  do  you  injustice. 

**  I  have  reason  to.  suspect  that  the  Council  of  Safety 
believed  that  Ticonderoga  was  left  by  your  direction  or 
advice,  or  with  your  knowledge.  They  appear  fully  satis- 
fied of  the  contrary,  and,  in  my  opinion,  St.  Clair's  letter 
will  remove  all  doubts  on  that  head. 

"  The  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
your  conduct  appears  to  me  very  questionable.  ,  Supposing 
jt  unexceptionable  in  point  of  delicacy  with  respect  to  you 
(which  I  by  no  means  think  it),  yet  as  this  Council  and  the 
late  Convention  have,  on  certain  occasions,  made  your  cause 
their  own,  your  enemies  would  not  fail  to  insinuate  that  the 
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propoted  inquiry  was  a  mere  ccmtrivanoe  to  givt  a  fiivoteip 
ble  complexion  to  your  conduct  Y6(x^  veadineas  to  aubmit 
to  aucb  an  inquiry  is  no  doubt  a  atxoQg  alignment  of  imio- 
oenceiaad  conscious  rectitude ;  but-wbether  it  would  not  be 
assuming  iif  the  Council  to  propose  it,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  4ignity  of  your  station  to  acc^  to  it,  are  questions  of 
importance.,  Besidest  a.  proposition  so  apparently  officious 
and  out  of  their  line  might  perhaps  t>e  maliciously  ascribed 
to  their  apprehensions  of  miFmnanagement,  ecnd  consequently 
cast  weight  in  the  scale  against  you. 

^  A  'temperate  statement  of  fads^  formed  froHQ-  the  mate* 
rials  you  mention,  would  doubtless  set  your  condnct  in  its 
tru6  point  of  view.  Although  a  strict  scrutiny  may  be 
eligible,  yet  how  Tar  it  would  be  proper  to  prest  CongreM 
to  adopt  that  measure  is  worth  consideration. .  The  affiurs- 
of  the  northern  department  have  lately  engaged  much  of 
tliisir  time-a'nd  attention.  The  evacuation  of  Tiecmderoga 
will  naturally  bring  about  an  iiiquiry.  The  country  will 
not  be  satisfied  without  it  Yoti  wiH  then  have  a  fair  (>ppor» 
tunity  of  vindicating  your  conduct.  The  manner  in  which 
you  account  for  the  removal  of  the  cannon  mentioned  in  my 
letter  is  very  satisfactory.  Mr.  Morris  retunied  this  after- 
noon. The  Council  were  displeased  with  the  last  letter 
from  him  and  Mr.  Yates.  •  They  have  passed  a  resolutidi 
declaring  it  disrespectful  and  unsatisfactory,  and  dissolved 
that  committee.  They  have,  nevertheless,  joined  Mr.  Mor- 
ris with  me,  and  directed  us  to  repair  to  head-quarters,  to 
confer  with  his  excelktncy  on  the  state  of  your  army,  the 
means  of  reinforcing  it,  &c.  We  set  out  to-morrow.  With 
the  beat  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity, 

^I  am,  dear  sir, 

^  Your  friend  and  obt  servant, 

"JoHH  Jay." 

.  On  the  1st  of  August,  Congress  recalled  General  Schuyler 
fimn  the  command  of  the  nc»them  army,  and  soon  after 
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^^ouited  Gensral  Gates  in  his  rooQu  By  this  measure,  the 
suspidons  that  had  attached  to  Schuyler  were  apparendy 
qwmtrnwnfied  by  CoDgres»;  and  he  had  moreover  the  mor- 
tvficatioD  of  seeing  the  laurels  which  had  been  reared  by 
Us  care  and  laboufps  plucked  by  another.  Congress,  how- 
•rer,  liad  themselves  no  doubt  of  General  Schuyler's  pat- 
riolism  and  ability.  The  true  but  secret  reason  of  his 
recall  was  stated  at  the  time  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duane, 
then  in  Congress,  to  Mr.  Jay.  ^General  Schuyler,  to 
humour  the  eastern  people,  who  declare  that  their  militia 
will  not  £ght  under  his  command,  is  recalled." 

On  the  9th  of  September,  the  first  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New- York  was  held  at  Kingston,  and 
the  chief  ^istice  deUvered  the  -charge  to  the  grand  jury. 
Various  coDsiderations  combined  to  render  this  event  pecu* 
Uarfy  interestixig.  A  government  venerable  for  its  antiquity, 
and  endeared  to  its  subjects  for  the  freedom  and  happiness 
it  had  conferred,had  been  renounced  for  its  recent  oppressioii 
and  injustice,  and  a  new  government  had  just  been  estab< 
lished  by  the  people,  amid  the  tumult  of  arms  and  in  tha 
{vesence  of  a  powei^ul  and  infuriated  enemy.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  undertaking  was  still  apparently  dubious. ,  The 
State  of  New- York  was  at  the  moment  invaded  by  a  for- 
midable' army  at  the  north,  under  Burgoyne,  who  was 
approaching  Albany,  and  had  already  reached  the  Hudson ; 
while  another  army  in  the  south  was  preparing  to  effect 
a  junction  with  the  first,  and  a  few  weeks  after  laid  in 
adies  the  very  village  in  which  the  court  wai^  now  assem- 
Ued.  At  such  a  time  and  under  such  circumstances  was 
the  temple  of  justice,  which  had  long  been  closed,  reopened, 
and  he  who  had  been  one  of  the  earliest  assertors  of  his 
country's  rights  was  seen,  fiill  of  faith  and  zeal,  ministering  at 
the  altar.  The  late  disasters  on  the  frontiers,  the  invasion 
of  the  State,  and  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  threw  no  shades 
over  the  bright  prospect  of  his  country's  glory  and  happi- 
aess^  which,  in  prqphetic  vision,  he  saw  rising  before  him. 
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^It  afforcJB  me,  gentlemen,'*  said  the. chief  justice  tp  the 
grand  jury,  ^yery  senisible  pleasure' to  congratulate  you 
on  the  dawn  of  that  free,  mild,  and  equal  government  which 
now  begins  lo  rise  and  break  fix>m  jamid  those  clouds  of 
anarchyi  confusion,  and  licentiousness  w|iich  the  arbitrary 
aqd  violent  domination  of  Great  Britain  had  •qnead'JD 
.greater  or  less  degrees  throughout  this  and  the  other.  Ameri« 
can  States.  This  is  one  of  those  signal  instances  in  wfaioh 
Divine  Providence  has  made  the  tjrranuy  of  princes  instriK 
mental  in  breaking-the  chains  of  their  subjects,  and  rendered 
the  most  inhuman  designs  productive  of  the  best-  cons^ 
quences  to  those  against  whoixi  they  were  intejoded;  • 

**  The  infatuated  sovereign  of  Britain,  forgetful  that  king* 
were  the  servants,  not  the  proprietors,  and  ought  t6  be  the 
fathers,  not  the  incendiaries  of  their  people,  hath,  by  destroys 
i^g  our  former  constitutions,  enabled  us  to  erect  more  eligible 
systems  of  govemment.on  their  ruins ;  and,  by  uqwarranta- 
Ue  attempts  to  bind  us  in  all  cases  whaiever^  haM  reduced 
us  to  the*liappy  necessity  of  being  free  from  his  control  in 
any.        • 

*•  Whoever  compares  our  present  with  our  former  con- 
stitution will  find  abundant  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  exchange, 
and  readily  admit  that  all  the  calamities  incident  to  this 
war  will  be  amply  compensated  by  the  many  blessings  flow- 
ing from  this  glorious. revolution — a  revolution  which,  in 
the  whole  course  of  its  rise  and  progress,  is  distinguished 
by  so  many  maifks  of  the  Divine  favour  and  interposition, 
that  no  doubt  can  remain  of  its  being  finally  accomplished. 

^  It  was  begun  and  has  been  supported  in  a  manner  so 
singular,  and  I  may  ssty  miiraculous^  that  when  future  ages 
ihall  read  its  history,  they  will  be  tempted  to  consider  a 
great  part  of  it  as '  fabulous.  What,  among  other  things, 
can  appear  more  unworthy  of  credit,  than  that,  in  an 
enlightened  age,  in  a  civilized  and  Christian  country,  in  a 
nation  so  celebrated  .for  humanity  as  well  as  love  of  liberty 
and  justice  as  the  English  once  justly  were,  a  prince  should 
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wnae  who,  by  the  ii^iience  of  corruption  alone,  should  be 
able,  to  seduce  them  mto  a  combination  to  reduce  three 
millions  of  his  most  loyal  and  affectionate. subjects  to  abso* 
lute  slavery,  under  pretence  of  a  right,  appertaining  to  God 
alone,  of  binding  them  in  all  cases  whatever,  not  even  except- 
ing cases  of  conscience  and  religion  ? 
'  ^  What  can  appear  more  improbable,  although  true,  than 
that  this  prince  and  his  people  should  obstinately  steel  their 
hearts  and  shut  their  ears  against  the  most  humble  jpetitiona 
and  affectionate. remonstrances,  and  unjustly  determine,  by 
violence  Hnd  force,  to  execute  designs  which  were  repro- 
bated by  evefry  principle  of  humanity,  equity,  gratitude,  and 
policy  ?  Will*  it  not  appear  extraordinary  that  thirteen 
colonies,  the'  object  of  their  wicked  designs,  divided  by 
variety  of  governments  and.  manners,  should  immediately 
become  one  peo{>le,  and,  though  without  funds,  without 
magazines,  without  disciplined  troops,  in  the  face  of  their 
enemies  unanimously  determine  to  be  free,  and,  undaunted 
by  the  power  of  Britain,  refer  their  cause  to  the  justice  of 
the  Almighty,  and  resolve  to  repel  force  by  foree^ — thereby^ 
pfesentii^  to  the  world  an  illustrious  example  of  magna- 
rnrnity  and  virtue  scarcely  .to  be  paralleled  ?  Will  it  not 
be  matter  of  doubt  and  wonder,  that  notwithstanding  these 
difficulties,  they  should  rajsc  armies,  establish  funds,  cany 
on  commerce,  grow  rich  by  the  spoils  of  their  enemies,  and 
bid  defiance  to  the  armies  of  Britain,  the  mercenaries  of 
Germany,  and  the  savages  of  the  wilderness  ?  But,  how- 
ever incredible  these  things  may  in  future  appear,  we  Jcnow 
them  to  be  true ;  and  we  should  always  remember,  that  the 
many  remarkable  and  unexpected  means  and  events  by 
which  our  wants  have  been  supplied  and  our  enemies 
repelled  or  restrained,- are  such  strong  and  striking  proofs 
of  the  interposition  of  Heaven,  that  our  having  been  hitherto 
delivered  from  the  threatened  bondage  of  Britain  ought,  like 
the  emancipation  of  the  Jews  from  Egyptian  servitude,  to 
be  for  ever  ascribed  to  its  true  cause ;  and  instead  of  swell* 

VOL.  I. — ^M 
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ii^  our  breasts  with  larrogant  ideas  of  our.  power  and  im» 
pprtance,  kindle 'in  them  a  flame  of  gratitude  and  piety 
which  may  consume  all  remains  of  vice  and  irreligion.     ' 

''Blessed  be  God.  the  time  will  now  never  arrive  when 
the  prince,  of  a  codntry  in  anpther  quarter  of  the  globe  will 
command  your  obedience,  and.  hold  you  in  vassalage.  •  Hiff 
consent  h&s  ceased  to  be  necessary  to  enable  you  to  enact 
laws  essential  t6  your  welfare ;  nor  will  yon  in  future  hb 
subject  to  the  imperious  sway  of  rulers  instructed  to  sacri- 
fic9e  your  happiness  whenever,  it  might  be  inconsistent  with 
the  ambitious  views  of  their  royal  .master."  1- 

'  The  charge,  after  commencing  -upon  several  features  of 
the  new  constitution,  proceeded : — "  Adequate  security  is 
sdso  given  to  the  rights  of  conscience  and  private  judgment. 
They  .are  by  nature  subject  .to  no  control  but  that  of  the 
Deity,  and  in  that  free  situa,tion  they  are  now  left.  Evexy 
man  is  permitted  to  consider,  to  adore,  and  to  worship  his 
Creator  in  the  manner  n^ost  agreeable'  to  his  conscience. 
No  opinions  are  dictated,  no  rules  of  faifii  prescribed,  no 
preference  given  to  one  sect  to  the  prejudice  of  others. 
The  constitution,  however,  has  wisely  declared,  that  the 
*  liberty  of  conscience  thereby  granted  shall  not  be  so  con-- 
strued  as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  justify  practices 
inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  State.'  In  a 
word,  the  Convention  by  whom  that  cc(nstitUtion  was 
formed  were  of  opinion  that  the  gospel  of  Christ,  like  the 
ark  of  God,  would  not  fall,  though  unsupported  by  the  arm 
of  flesh:  and  happy  would  it  be  for  mankind  if  that  opinion 
prevailed  more  genclrally. 

"But  let  it  be  remembered  that  whatever  marks  of 
^ wisdom,  experience,  and  patriotism  there  may  be  in  your 
constitution,  yet  like  the  beautiful  symmetry,  the  just  pro- 
portion, and  elegant  forms  of  our  first  parents  before  their 
Maker  breathed  into  them  the  breath  of  life,  it  is  yet  to  be 
animated,  and  till  then  may  indeed  excite  admiration,  but 
will  be  of  no  use :  from  the  people  it  must  receive  its  spirit. 
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and  by  them  be  quickened.  Let  virtue,  honour,  the  love 
of  liberty  and  of  J9cience  be  and  remain  the  soul  of-  thii 
constitution,  and  ii  will  become  the  source  of  great  and 
extensive  haj^iness  to  this  and  future  generations.  Vice, 
ignorance,  and  want  of  vigilance  will  be  the  only  enemies 
able  to  destroy  it    Against  these  be  for  ever  jealous.  * 

'^This,  gentlemen,  is  the  first  court  held  under  the 
Authority  of  our  constitution,  and  Lhope  its  proceedings 
will  be  such  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  friends,  and 
avoid  giving  cause  of  censure  to  the  enemies  of  the  present 
establishment.''  The  residue  of  the  charge  related  to  the 
peculiar  duties  of  the  jury.* 

fir,.  Jay,  being  by  his  office  one  of  a  council  to  whom  all 
bills  were  submitted  before  they  could  become  laws,  was 
obliged  to  attend  the  Legislature  during  the  whole  of  its 
session.  This  attendance,  together  with  his  other  official 
duties,  occupiedmost  of  his  time.  His  few  leisure  moments 
appear  to  have  been  devoted  to  his  aged  and  surviving 
parent  at  Fiahkill. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  while  at  Fishkill,  Mr.  Jay 
received  a  visit  from  General  Washington,  whose  head- 
quarters were  -at  the  time  in  jhc.  adjoining  CQUnty  of  West- 
chester. The  object  of  the  visit  was  a  confidential  con- 
versation on  a  plan  then  before  Congress,  for  the  invasion 
rf  Canada 'the  ensuing  campaign,  by  the  combined  forces 
of  the  United  States  and  of  France.  They  both  concurred 
in  disapproving  of  the  plan.  The  general  afterwards  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Congress  on  the  subject,  in  which  he 
urged  a  variety  of  objections  to  the  plan ;  but  for  obvious 
reasons  omitted  the  one  which  had  most  weight  in  his  mind, 
the  probability  that  the  French  would  insist  on  retaining 

*  Mr.  Jij,  as  we  have  already  etated,  was  appointed  chief  justice  hy  the 
Convention,  and  was  to  hold  his  office  till  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment under  the  new  constitution.  This  event  took  place  soon  aflcr  the 
delivery  of  the  charge,  when  he  was  duly  reappointed  under  the  con- 
stitution. 


if  oonqoerod  by  their  aid,  and  the  dagger  of  per* 
diem  thai  to  gain  a  ibotiiig  on  the  frontier  of  the 
IWied  Scalaa. 

We  have  already  remarked  thlit  the  ateni,  uncompro- 
■■■9  apirit  diaplayed  by  Mr..  Jay  in  lu8  political  q)inion 
eadtoeaaures  aroae  from  principle,  and  not  from- natural 
dappeiiioiL  The  two  following  letten  are'  pleasing  illua- 
tvatkni  of  this  remarL  '  The  first  was  ^addresseil  to  a 
gentleiaaan  of  New- York,  who  had  accepted  a  royal  com- 
nuBODt  and  waa  then  a  pi;^K)ner  of  war  in  Hartford  jail; 
'An  Otfaiwto  an  old  friend,  who,  from  conscientious  motiyes^ 
had  ftaakly  espoused  the  royal  cause,  and  was,  in  coDwe" 

qnenoe^  a  prisoner  on  parole.  '      .  . 

•  t 

m 

w 

''to  coumf^l  jambs  db- lancet. 
••Sir, 

•  ^Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  *our  sentiments  and 
oooduct  relatiye  to  the  present  cofptest,  the  friendship  which 
asbaisted  between  us  is  not  forgotten ;  nor  will  the  good 
offices  formerly  done  by  yourself  and  family  cease  to  excite 
my  gratitude. 

•'How  far  your  situation  may  be  comfortable  and  easy; 
I  know  not :  it  is  my  wish,  and  shall  be  my  endeavour,  that 
k  be  as  much  so  as  may  be  consistent  with  ihe  interest  of 
•  Aat  great  cause  to  which  I  have,  devoted  every  thing  I  hold 
dear  in  this  world.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting 
Mr.  Samuel  Broome  immediately  to  advance  you  one  hun- 
•cbred  dollws  on  my  account. 

**  Your  not  having  heard  from  me  sooner  was  unavoid- 
able. A.  line  by  the  first  opportunity  will  oblige  me.  Be 
explicit,  and  avail  yourself  without  hesitation  of  the  friend- 
ship which  was  entertained  as  well  as  professed  for  you  by 

^  Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

•*JoHN  Jay. 

«« Pooghkeepnci  Sd  Jul,  1778.** 
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^    •<.Poa^ik00pne,  86tli  JmM,  1778. 

^'DbarSis,   . 

^  It  is  but  three  days  since  your  favour  of  the  8d  instant 
was.  delivered  to  me.  A  fair  wind,  good  company,  the 
prospect  of  a  short  passage,  and  thereby  avoiding  the  fiitigue 
and  inconvenience  of  a  journey  by  land^  induced  me  to 
return  from  Albany  by  water.  The  letter  yoti  menticm  (o 
have  written  on  the  subject  of  a  pass,  &c.  has  never  come 
to  hand.  On  conversing  with  the  governor  yesterday  on 
that  subject,  he  told  me,  he  latiely  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you,  and  had  settled  that  matter,  to  your  satisfaction. 

^I  am'  of  the  number  of  those  who  think  exercise  and 
change  of  air  and  company  essential  to  your  health.  I 
mig^t  add  a  third  requisite,  a  mind  at  ease,  Th6  two  first 
cbnduce  to  the  other.  Misfortimes,  and  severe  ones,  have 
been  your*  lot.  The  reflection  that  they  happened  in  the 
course  of  a  providence  that  errs  not,  has  consolation  in  it 
I  fear,  too  that  your  sensibility  is  wounded  by  other  drcum-- 
stances ;  but  these  are  wounds  not  to  be  probed  in  a  letter. 
Could  we  now  and  then  smoke  a  few  pipes  together,  you 
would  perhaps  be  in  a  better  humour  with  many  things  in 
the  world  than,  I  think,  you  now  are.  I  suspect  your 
imagination  colours  high,  and  shades  too  deep.  But  more 
of  this  another  time. 

^  You  mistake  me  mqch,  if  you  suppose  the  frequency  of 
your  letters  or  applications  troublesome  to  me.  I  assure 
you,  it  would  give  me  pleasure  were  opportunities  of  being 
useful  to  you  more  frequent  than  either.  When  you  were  last 
here,  fourteen  miles  more  would  have  carried  you  to  Fishkill. 
That  little  ride  would  have  been  a  gratification  to  me,  and 
not  unpleasant  to  you.  What  detained  you  ?  Was  you 
not  sure  I  would  be  glad  to  see  you  ?  God  bless  you,  and 
give  you  health.  "  I  am,  dear  Peter, 

**  Affectionately,  yours,  &c. 

"John  Jay.'' 
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The  present  State  of  Vermont  is  composed  of  territory 
that  was  claimed  by  the  States  of  New- York  and  New- 
Hampshire.  The  people  of  this  territory  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  war  of  withdraw- 
iz^  from  the  jurisdiction  of  thes^  States,  and-  establishipg  a 
separate  and  independent  government  New- York  and 
New-ilampshire  both  claimed  the  interposition  of  Congress 
to  restore  to  them  their  territory.  Mr.  Jay,  as  a  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  was  restrained  by  the  Constitution  from 
holding  any  other  office,  except  that  of  delegate  to  Ccm* 
gress  on  a  special  occasion.  The  Legislature,  however, 
were  anxious  that  he  should  again  represent  the  State  in 
Congress ;  and  the  claims  of  Vermont  afforded  them  a  con- 
stitutional opportunity  of  gratifying  their  wishes.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  10th  of  November,  they  voted  that  a  special 
occasion  now.existed,  and  thereupon  elected  the  chief  justice 
a  delegate,  without  vacating  his  seat  on  the  bench.      ^    - 

On  the  7th  December,  Mr.  Jay  returned  to  Congress, 
after  an  absence  of  more  than  two  years. '  He  was  received 
as  ati  old  and  valued  friend,  and  three  days  after,  oh  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  was  elected  president 

The  state  of  public  affairs  allowed  Congress  no  recess ; 
and  Mr.  Jay,  probably  thihking  his  prolonged  residence  at 
Philadelphia  inconsistent  with  his  duties  as  chief  justice^ 
sent  his  resignation  of  that  office  to  tlie  governor  of  New- 
York.  The  governor,  unwilling  to  receive  it,  requested 
him  to  recall  it ;  but  he  adhered  to  the  resolution  he  had 
taken.  In  his  letter  to  the  governor,  he  remarks : — "  The 
Legislature  may,  perhaps,  in  consequence  of  this  step,  be 
inclined  to  keep  me  here.  On  this  head  I  must  inform  you 
that  the  situation  of  my  father's  family  is  such  that  I  can  no 
longer  reconcile  it  to  my  ideas  of  filial  duty  to  be  absent 
from  them,  unless  mv  brother  should  be  so  circumstanced 
as  to  pay  them  the  necessary  attention."  He  at  the  same 
time  wrote  t6  his  brother. 
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<*  Philadelphia,  IGth'Sept.  1779. 

^  Dbar  Frederick, 
**  I  am  now  to  inform  you  that  I  have  resigned  the  office 
of  chief' justice ;  and  if  the  State  should  incline  to  keep  me 
here,  I  shall  consent/  to  stay,  provided  either  you  or  Sir 
James  will  undertake  to  attend  constantly  to  pur  good  old 
fiither  and  his  unfortunate  family :  otherwise  I  shall  at  all 
events  return  for  that  purpose.  Sir  James  has  his  -doubts 
respecting  his  future  destination ;  and  therefore  his  return 
is  precarious  at  present  I  wish  to  know,  without  delay, 
the  result  of  your  reflections  on  this  subject,  Should  you 
succeed  with  Wadsworth,*  I  think  you  would  then  be  in 
capacity  to  serve  them  as  well  as  ever:  if  you  live  Ott 
Harris's  farm,  you  will  not.  Make  up  your  mind  on  this 
matter :  if  you  find  you  cannot  pay  necessary  attention  to 
Fishkill,  prevent  my  election,  and  let  me  know  your  inten* 
tion  by  t"he  first  opportunity.^ 

"  I  am,  dear  Frsedjr, 

''  Your  affectionate  brother, 
»  "JoHH  Jay.** 

Happily,  such  arrangements  were  made  as  relieved  him 
from  the  necessity  of  sacrificing  his  public  to  his  filial 
duties. 

.  The  state  of  the  public  credit  and  the  depreciation  of  the 
currency  had  now  become  so  alarming,  that  Congress  found 
it  necessary  to  take  some  measures  for  maintaining  the 
one,  and  arresting  the  progress  of  the  other.  To  this  end, 
they  resolved  to  fix  a  limit  to  their  future  emissions  of  paper 
money,  and  to  call  on  the  States  to  furnish  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  prosecuting  the  war.  To  add  greater  weight  to 
their  recommendations,  they  determined  to  address  a  letter 
to  the  States,  portraying  the  exigencies  of  -the  times,  and 
explaining  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  contemplated 
measures.     Instead  of  appointing  a  committee  to  draft  this 
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letter,  they  took  the  unusual  course  of  requesting  their 
president  to  perform  this  duty.  Mr«  Jay  acceded  to  the 
request,  and  in  a  few  days  submitted  a  letter,  which  was 
unanimously  approved.  Few  documents  of  the  old  Conr 
gress  are  more  distinguished  for  perspicuity,  eloquence,  and 
patriotism  than  this  letter.* 

Mr.  Jay,  havii!ig  been  in  a  manner  specially  charged  by 
the  Legislature  with  its  controversy  with  Vermont,  pre- 
pared and  carried  in  Congress  certfdn  resolutions  on  that 
subject,  .which  he  transmitted  to  the  Legislature,  with  the 
foUovnng  explanatory  letter  to  the  governor — a  letter  that 
derives  interest  from  its  connexion  with  the  earlj;  history 
of  a  State  now  an  important  member  of  the  American  con- 
federacy. 

**TO   GOVERNOR   CLINTON. 

«  PhUadelphia,  25th  Sept,  1779. 

'*  Dear  Sir, 

"  Whether  the  resolutions  of-  Congress  of  the  24th  inst^ 
providing  for  the  settlement  of  all  disputes  between  New- 
York  and  her  neighbours,  as  well  as  revolted  citizens,  wiD 
please  my  constituents  as  much  as  they  do  me  is  uncertain. 
Nor  am  I  convinced  of  the  prudence  of  committing  to 
paper  all  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  think  them  (all 
circumstances  considered)  perfectly  right.  Some  of  them, 
however,  I  shall  communicate.  My  first  object  on  coming 
here  was  to  prevail  upon  Congress  to  interpose,  though  in 
the  smallest  degree  ;  well  knowing,  that  if  they  once  inter- 
fered ever  so  little,  they  might  with  more  ease  be  led  to  a 
further  and  more  effectual  interposition. 

**  Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  found  the  following  objections 
to  an  interference  with  Vermont  generally  prevailing. 

**  1st  That  Congress,  being  instituted  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  opposing  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  and  afterward  of  estab- 

*  Sm  Appendix. 
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luhiog  our  independence,  had  no  authority  to  interfere  in 
the  particular  quarreh  of  any  State;  Hence  all  their  former 
resditttionfl  on  the  mibject  Were  merely  negative.  2d.  That 
the-,  confederation  had  not.  yet  -takto  place,  and  that  the 
business  should  be  postponed  till  all  the  States  had  ai^ceded ; 
fln  event  then^ally  expected.  ^  3d.  That  it  was  an  improper 
seftjlpn' to -interfere^  and  that  the*  attention  af  Congress 
ought 'n€>t  to  be  diverted  fiiom'  the  general  objects  of  the 
iivttr*  4th.  That  harsh  measures  against' Vermont  might 
induce  them  to  join  the  enemy  and^  increase  their  force. 
5tfa:  That  they  possessed  a  strong  coimtry^were  numerous^ 
warlike,'  and  defermibed ;  and  that  fnore  force  would  be 
required- to  reduce  them,  than  could  be  spared  from  the 
general  defence. 

''These  weire  some  of  the  ostensible  objections.  Besides 
trhich  I  had  reason  to  suspect  the  following  private  ones. 

'^  1st  That  divers  persons  of  some  consequence  in  Con- 
gress and  New-England  expected  to  advance  their  fortunes 
by  lands  in  Vermont  2d.  That  Vermont,  acquiring  strength 
by  time,' would  1)6001110  actually  independent,  and  afterward 
ackpowledged  to  be  so.  8d.  That  beingsettled  by  New-Eng- 
land people,  and'  raised  into  consequence  by  New-England 
politics,  it  would  be  a  fifth  New-England  State,  and  become 
t  valuable  accession  of  strength  both  in  and  out  of  Congress. 
4th.  That  ancient  animosities  between  New- York  and  New- 
England  naturally  inclining  the  former  to  side  with  the  middle 
and  southern  States,  the  less  formidable  she  was  the  better,and 
therefore  the  loss  or  separation  of  that  territory  was  rather 
to  be  wished  for  than  opposed^  These  and  many  other 
considerations  of  the  like  nature  induced  me  to  postpone 
bringing  on  the  matter  till  I  could  have  an  opportunity  of 
preparing  the  way  for  it  by  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
characters  then  in  Congress,  <fec. 

**  It  is  also  proper  to  observe  that  the  House  was  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  winter  so  heated  by  divisions  on  points 

VOL.  I. — N 
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of  great  geneNil  importance,  that  it  would  have  been  iirf* 
proper  and  imprudent  to  have  called  upon  them  to  decide 
oQlhis  delicate  business  till  more  temper  and  calmness  had 
taken  place.  Wh^n  these  began  to  appear  the.  subjeet  ymM 
introducedrand  you  have  had'  a  copy  of  ^  resolutions  pro^ 
posed  bvi  New- York' on^  that  occasion.  Against  them  ail 
objections  before  mentioned  operated,- with  this  additional 
one,  that  it  would  be  highly  unjust  and  impolitic  to  detail 
mine  against  Vermont,  without  previous  -inquiry  intp  itm 
merits  of  their  claims,  and  giving  them  ail  opportunity  of 
being  heard.  This  objection,  so  far  as  it  respected  their 
claim  to  independence,  was  absurd  though  plausible ;  but  it 
was  not  to  be  overcome ;  and  though' we  might  have  carried 
a  resolution^  against  it  by  a  slender  majority,  that  mqori^ ' 
would  have  consisted  of  southern  members  agaiust  a  vio« 
lent  opposition  from  New-England  and  their  adherents.  A 
resolution  carried^under  such  circumstances  would,  rather 
have  encouraged  than  disheartened  Vermont,  and  was, . 
therefore,  ineligible.*  .    *     ■ 

^  Hence  I  conceived  it  to  be  expedient  to  promote  the 
measure  of  appointing  a  committee  of  inquiry ;  knowing 
that  if  Congress  proceeded  to  inquire,  it  would  be  a  ground 
for  pressing  them  to  go  further  and  determine ;  especially 
as  I  was  apprized  that  the-  result  of  these  inquiries  woidd 
be  in  our  favour. 

**  The  committee,  you  know,  never  had  a  formal  meeting  | 
it  nevertheless  had  its  use.  The  individual  reports  of  the 
members  who  composed  it  advanced  our  cause ;  and  even 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  who  was  and  is  suspected  by  New- York, 
made  representations  in  our  favour. 

"  Your  last  resolutions  were  of  infinite  service,  by  evin- 
cing the  moderation,  justice,  and  liberality,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  spirit  of  the  State.  On  the  other  hand,  the  law  of 
Vermont  for  whipping,  cropping,  and  branding  your 
magistrates  made  an  impression  greatly  to  their  disadvan- 
tage.   Before  these  emotions  should  have  time  to  subside. 
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as  "weQ  in  observance  of  our  instructions,  I  pressed  Con- 
gress from  day  to  day  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  public 
exigencies  called  for,  and  thereby  prevent  the  flames  of 
civil  war  from  raging-  It  would  not,  I  believe,  have  been 
difficult  to  have  obtained  what  some  among  you  would  call 
very  spirited  and  pointed  resolutions,  but  which,  in  my 
Qpinion,  would  have  been  very  imprudent  ones ;  because, 
among  odier  reasons,  they  would  not  have  been  unanimous. 
You  will  find  the  recitals  and  particular  resolutions  numr 
bered  jn  the'iAargin  of  the  copy  hcrcvi^tli  enclosed,  from 
1  to  13*  I  shall  trouble  you  with  a  few  explanatory 
remarks  on  each  of  them,  under  heads  numbered  in  like 

I 

manner. 

**  1st  and  2d.  These  recitals  were  inserted  to  show  the 
reason  why  Cgngrcss  now  proceed  without  the  report  of 
the  committee,  aflcr  having  resolved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject*  till  their  report  should  be 
ttiade. 

«« 8d.  This  recital  justifies  the  facts  set  forth  in  your 
representations,  and  in  case  an  appeal  to  the  public  should 
become  necessary,  may  be  used  with  advantage  to  New- 
York. 

"  4th.  This  recital  destroys  the  doctrine  that  the  Union 
^dependent  of  the  articles  of  confederation)  had  no  other 
object  than  security  against  foreign  invasions. 

"  5th.  This  recital  is  calculated  to  impress  the  people  with 
an  opinion  of  the  reasonableness  and  ]M)licy  of  tiic  requisi- 
tion or  recommendation  which  follows,  and  therefore  will 
the  more  readily  induce  those  States  to  adopt  the  measures 
reconmiended  to  them. 

"  6th.  You  may  intjuire  for  what  reason  I  consented  to 
this  recital,  as  it  puts  Massachusetts  and  Ncw-IIampshire 
on  a  footing  with  New- York ;  whereas  I  well  knew  that 
New- York  alone  had  a  right  to  claim  jurisdiction  over 
Vermont.  My  reasons  were  these:  Vennont  extends 
over  Connecticut  River  into  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction 
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o£  If ev-Hampshure :  aa  to  Massachusetts,  the  recital 
ailmits  only  her  -claims^  not  her  title;  and  it  is  as  impossible 
to  .deny  Ihe  existence  of  elaims  when  made,  ns  it  is  to  pre- 
Tent  them;  Their  delegates  pointedly  asserted  and  ihsisted 
on  the  claim  of  Massachusetts^-  and  it  appeared  to  me 
expedient  to.  provide  for  a  speedy  determination  of  aU 
claims  against  jus,  however  ill  founded.  You.' may  (urthcnr 
ask^  Why  Vermont  is  made  a  party  ?  the  treason  is  this : 
that  by  being,  allowed  a  hearings  the  candour  and  moderar 
tion  of  Congress,  may  be  rescued  from  aspersion^ ;  *  and  that 
these  people,  after  having  been  fully  heard,  may  have 
nothing  to  say  or  complain  of,  in  case  the  decision  of  Con- 
gress be  against  them ;  of  which  I  have  no  doubt. 

**7th.  It  is  true,  that  by  this  resolution  the  merits  of 
former  settlements  with  these  States  will  be  again  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  discussion,  and  decision;  and  therefore  it 
may  at  first  sight  appear  improper;  but  these . settlements 
will  still  remain  strong  evidence  of  our  rights,  however 
objectionable  they  may  be  represented  to  be  by  those 
States.  Nor  will  Congress  be  easily  prevailed  upon  to 
annul  them,  because  in  that  case  all  their  boundaries  would 
be  afloat.  Besides,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  much  better  for 
New- York  to  gain  a  permanent  peace  with  their  neigh- 
bours by  submittii^  to  these  incotaveniences,  than  by  an 
impolitic  adherence  to  strict'  rights,  and  a  rigid  observance 
of  the  dictates  of  dignity  and  pride,  remain  exposed  to  per- 
petual dissensions  and  encroachment  Peace  and  estab- 
lished boundaries,  under  our  circumstances,  are,  I  think, 
almost  inestimable. 

*'  8th.  The  reason  of  this  is  assigned  in  the  last  sentence 
under  tlie  6th  head* 

••  9th.  For  the  same  purpose  of  preserving  the  appear- 
ance of  equality  in  elaims,  whatever  difference  there  may 
be  in  titles,  the  three  States  are  mentioned  in  this  recom- 
mendation. The  object  of  it  is  a  settlement  of  all  disputes 
respecting  interfering  grants,  in  case  Vermont  should  be 
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abolished,  and  that  district  in  part,  or  in  the  whole, 
adjudged  to  either  of  the  thl-ee  States. 

^  10th.  I  am  sure  jou  will  admit  my  prudence  in  giving 
your  voice  for  this  resolufioiL 

^llth.  As  it  was  not  absolutely  certain  that  New* 
Hampshire  and.  Massachlisetts  would  pass  the  laws  in 
question,  and  as  I  was  sure  that  New-YoriL.  would,  it 
appeared  to  me  higUy  expedient  to  provide,  by  this  resolu- 
tion, that  the  dispute  between  New- York  and  Vermont 
should  be  determined,  whether  the  other  two  States  came 
in  or  no :  and,  lest  the  former  guarantee  contained  in  the 
10th  resolution  might  be  construed  to  be  contingent,  and  to 
depend  on  the  event  of  all  the  three  States  adopting  the 
measures  recommended  to  them,  it  is  here  repeated.  You 
will  observe  that  neither  of  the  three  States  are  to  vote  on 
the  decision. 

^  12th.  On  the  plan  .of  hearing  Yermont,  this  resolution^ 
however  inconvement,  became  indispensable.  .  Care,  how* 
ever,  has  been  taken  in, it  to  exempt  all  persons  from 
their  jurisdiction  who  profess  allegiance  to  either  of  the 
three  States.  But  you  will  ^  say,  Why  to  the  tkre^  States  f 
Why  not  to  New- York  only ;  from  whom  they  revolted, 
and  under  whose  actucd  jurisdiction  they  last  were  T  Be- 
cause it  would  have  clashed  with  the  equality  of  claims 
before  mentioned,  and  the  least  opposition  to  which  would 
have  prevented  these  resolutions  from  being  unanimous ;  a 
circumstance,  in  my  opinion,  infinitely  more  valuable  than 
the  preservation  of  useless  etiquette.  And,  further,  because 
the  district  is  here  so  described  as  to  extend  over  the  river 
and  affect  New-Hampshire.  In  a  word,  the  necessity  of 
the  resolution  was  so  obvious  that  there  was  no  avoiding 
it.  These  inconveniences  will  be  temporary,  and,  if  the 
principles  laid  down  in  it  are  observed,  will  not  be  very 
great ;  especially  as  Congress  have  determined  a  violation 
of  it  to  be  a  breach  of  the  peace  of  the  confederacy,  and 
have  declared  their  resolution  to  maintain  it 
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^18th.  This  resolution  needs  no  comment^  the  policy 
and  justice  of  it  being  extremely  evident  Anxious  to' 
avoid  a  moment's  delay  in  sending  you  these  resolationsv  I 
have  not  time  by  this  Q|>portuiiity  cS  adding  any  thii^ 
fiirther  than  that  upon  this  occasion  I  have  acted  according 
ta..the  bestvof  my  judgment,  after  having  maturely  con- 
sidered  and  "woll  weighed  the  force  and  tendency  of  every 
ccMisideration  and  xircumstance  aflfectinj;- the  btisiness  .io. 
question.  When  I  first  received  my  special  commissioo^ 
I^id  not  apprehend  that*  this  matter  was  in  a  more  par* 
ticular.  manner  con^ded  to  me  than  to  my  colleagues, 
though  some  of  them  considered  it  in  that  light  Th# 
commission  vested  me  with  no  further  power  than  what 
any  other  of  your  delegates  possessed;  nor  was  any 
matter  giveti  more  particolarly  in  charge  to  me  than  to  the 
others  by  the  Liegislature.  Their  late  instructions^  bow« 
ever,  ■  speak  a  difl^rent  language.  1  am  satiisfied  to.  be 
viewed  in  that  light,  that  is,  to  be  the  responsible  man;  and, 
provided  the  measures  I  adopt  are  not  thwarted,  I  am  con« 
fident  that  I  shall  be  able  to  biing  all  these  matters  to  a 
happy  conclusion.  I  hope,  however,  that  this  will  not  be 
considered  as  a  hint  for  my  being  continued  in  the  delega- 
tion ;  I  assure  you,  nothing  but  an  adherence  to  the  resoln* 
tions  and  principles  of  ictipn  I  adopted  and  professed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war  would  induce  me  to  remain 
here'  at  the  expense  of  health  as  well  as  property ;  for 
though  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  serve  my  country  when 
called  upon,  I  shall  always  be  happy  to  find  it  consistent 
with  my  duty  to  remain  a  private  citizen. 

**  I  am,  sir, 

'  "  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

*»JoHN  Jay." 

By  a  secret  article  annexed  to  the  treaty  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  a  right  was  reserved  to 
Spain  of  acceding  to  the  treaty,  and  participating  in  its 
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8ti||>iiiati<»i(i  wfaenerer  die  might  -ttunk  proper.  CongresSy 
being  desiroufl  of .  streiigihening  their'  foreign  alliances^ 
deemed  it  advisable  to  invite  .his  Cathotic  majesty  to  avail 
himself  of  the  proyisions  pf  this  article ;  and  for  this  pur^ 
pose  resolved  to  send^i  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Spain. 
On  the  27th  of  September,  Mr.  Jay  waa  selected  by  Con- 
gress for  this  important  mission.  On  reteiving  this  ap- 
poiiitmenty  he  of  course  resigned  the  chair^  which  he  had 
filled  ^di.sacb  devotion  to  the  public  service,  that  he  had 
not  absented  himself  from  Congress  in  a  «ngle  insUmce 
flDoe^the  {yrecedmg  December. 


^r-m^tm 


CHAPTER  IV. 

EiJteaU  fipm  Ifr.  Ja(f^  Hiitoiy  •£  Us  Spfuikh  Mim 

.  . .     ■    • 

Mil  JaTi.  wjiile  in  Spain,  <x>mmencQd  a  very  particular 
history  of  his  mission ;  1).ut  probably  never  completed  it,  as 
Only  a  few  of  the  first  pages  of  it  have  been  found  among 
his  papers.  Some  extracts  from  these  pages  wiK&rm  an 
appropriate  introduction  to  an  account  of  his  negotiations 
with  the  Spanish  government. 

**  I  have  long  been  convinced  that  human  fitme  was  a 
bubble  which,  whether  swelled  by  the  breath  of  the  wise, 
the  good,  the  ignorant,  or  malicious,  must  burst  with  the 
globe  we  inhabit.  I  am  not  among  the  number  of  those 
who  give  it  a  place  among  the  motives  of  their  actions. 
Neither  courting  nor  dreading  the  public  opinion  on  the  one 
hand,  nor  disregarding  it  on  the  other,  I  joined  myself  to  the 
first  assertors  of  the  American  cause,  because  I  thought  it 
my  duty ;  and  because  I  considered  caution  and  neutrality, 
however  secure,  as  being  no  less  wrong  than  dishonourable. 
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The  same  -principles  which  theascommitt'ed  me  to  the  dis- 
posal of  my  fellow-cidzans  demand  that  as  I  have  the  best 
opportunities  of  knowing,  so  I  «bouId  transmit  to  posterity 
the' mcpnory  of  th^irpolUical  transactions  with  this  king- 
dom, and  thereby  prevent  their"  beii^  misgldded  by  repre- 
sentations founded  on  conjecture  and  partial  informaticMi; 

.  ^America  exhibits  a  new  spectacle  to  the  political  world, 
aad  is  rising  to  empire  and  greatness  in  a  manner'  so  sin- 
gular as  to  render  her  steps  interesting  to  aU  nuLBkind»  and 
especially .  to  the  people  of  that  country. 

^  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  plain  narrative  of  faots,  and 
they  shall  be  told  with  such  scrupulous  adherence  to  truth 
and  impartiality,  as  that  my  last  n^toments  shall  not  be  im- 
hittered  ■  by  the  reflection  that  J  had  permitted  my  pen  to 
stray  from  the  lines  of  veracity  or.  justice; 

^  It  is  necessary  that  this  narrative  .should  comprise  the 
transactions  of  two  periocls,  viz.,  1st.  those  which  were 
prior,  and  2d.  those  which  wexe  subs^uent,  to  my  arrival 
in  Spaim  '  Those  which  were  prior  to  my  arrival  in  Spain 
should  all  be  distinguished  by  two  periods,  viz.,  those 
which  preceded  my  appointment,  and  those  which  inter- 
vened between  it  and  my  arrival  I  shall  begin  with  those 
which  happened  prior  to  my  appointment. 

**  The  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  between  America 
and  France  were  concluded  in  February,  1778;  a  secret 
article  was  at  the  same  time  entered  into,  which,  as  it  has 
^ince  become  very  generally  known,  I  shall  insert" 

The  article  here  inserted  was  the  one  which  reserved  to 
Spain  the  right  of  becoming  a  pajtly  to  the  treaty. 

**0n  tlie  day  of  following,  Congress 

were  pleased  to  commission  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.,  to  enter  into 
these  treaties  and  discussions  with  the  court  of  Spain. 
*  *  #*  *  *  «« 

**  The  court  of  Spain,  previous  to  her  declaring  war  with 
Britain,  fiimidied  considerable  aids  to  America;  which 
were  transported  thither  by  the  house  of  Gardoqui  and 
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Sons  at  Bilboa.    The  supplies  were  shipped  under  Mr. 

Lee's  directions ;  and  though  regular  invoices  of  the  cai^goet 

were  transmitted  by  him  to  Congress,  yet,  when  I  left  it» 

that  body  remained  much  in  the  dark  as  to  the  sums 

advanced  for  their  use  by  Spain.  ♦  #  • 

•  ••••*•# 

^  It  is  proper  to  observe  that  Mr.  Deane,  in  consequenca 
<^his  recall,  returned  to  America  in  1778 ;  and  that  on  hii 
arrival  Congress  went  into  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct* 
Mr.  Deane  published  a  paper  in  the  Philadelphia  Gazette, 
containing  strictures  on  the  delays  of  Congress  respecting 
his  affairs,  and  heavy  accusations  against  Mr.  Arthur  Lee^ 
to  whose  machinations  he  attributed  the  conduct  of  Con- 
gress towards  him.  This  publication  caused  a  ferment 
throughout  America,  and  very  great  heats  in  Congress. 
The  public  papers  teemed  with  publications  for  and  against 
Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Lee.  Among  the  writers  for  the  latter 
was  a  Thomas  Paine,  an  Englishman,  who  had  been  a 
hackney  writer  in  London,  and  on  bis  arrival  in  America 
WBJS  employed  by  Aikin  in  compiling  and  correcting  papers 
for  his  Magazine.  In  this  capacity  his  attachment  to  the 
American  cause  became  suspected.  He  struck  out  several 
passages  in  papers  composed  by  Dr.  Witherspoon,  as  being 
too  firee.  He  afterward  became  attached  to  some  leading 
men  who  were  most  zealous  for  American  independence. 
He  published  a  pamphlet  on  that  subject,  called  Common 
Sense,  and  obtained  much  credit  with  the  people  for  it. 
He  was  afterward  made  secretary  to  the  Committee  for 
Foreign  Affairs ;  and  when  General  Washington  was  re* 
treating  before  the  enemy  in  Jersey,  and  the  minds  of  many 
were  filled  vrith  apprehensions,  he  was  again  so  suspected 
as  that  Congress  became  uneasy  lest  the  ccHnmittee^s  papers 
in  his  custody  should  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  took 
their  measures  accordingly.  The  success  at  Trenton  gave 
things  a  new  aspect,  and  new  courage  to  Paine. 

^On  the  present  occasion  his  zeal  for  his  emplojrers  car- 

VOL.  I.- 


9S  LIFE    OF  JOBIT  JAV. 

ried  him  too  far.  Tlie  official  papers  had  brought  hint 
acquainted  with  the  stale  of  American  affaira  at  Versailles ; 
and  in  his  paper  of  the  2d  January  he  verj'  imprudently 
inserted  the  following  paragraph  ■ — '  If  Mr.  Dcane,  or  any 
other  gentleman,  will  procure  an  order  from  Congress  to 
inspect  an  account  in  my  office,  or  any  of  Mr.  Deane's 
friends  in  Congress  will  take  the  trouble  of  coming  them- 
selves, 1  will  give  him  or  them  my  attendance,  and  show 
them  in  a  handwriting  which  Mr.  Deane  is  well  acquainted 
with,  that  the  supphes  he  ao  pompously  plumes  himself 
upon  were  promised  and  engaged,  and  that  at  a  preKiU, 
before  he  even  arrived  in  France,'  &c. 

"  The  minister  of  France,  Mr,  Gerard,  being  aware  of  the 
consequences  which  would  result  from  these  assertions,  and 
feeling  very  sensibly  how  much  the  honour  of  France  wai 
wounded  by  a  supposition  of  her  having  given  gratuiloug 
aid  to  America,  contrary  to  her  assurances  to  Britain,  did, 
on  the  5th  of  January,  1779,  present  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress referring  to  this  pubhcation,  denying  the  assertions   j 
they  contained,  and  represenling  the  propriety  of  their  being* 
disowned  by  Congress.     The  day  following,  the  memorial 
was  considered,  and  various  debates,  not  proper  to  be  speci-  « 
fied  here,  ensued.     Paine  and  tlie  printer  were  ordered  lo 
attend  at  the  bar  of  the  House.     The  former  confessed  him- 
self the  author,  and  the  latter  tlie  publisher  of  the  papers  in   J| 
question.     Many  motions  were  made,  debated,  and  rejected    I 
before  the  House  adopted  the  resolutions  which  finally  took 
place.     The  subject  was  interesting  to  the  public,  to  the 
House,  and  particularly  to  the  friends  of  the  parties  in  dif- 
ference, as  well  as  Mr.  Paine's  patrons ;  and,  as  is  always 
the  case  on  auch  occasions,  more  warmth  than  prudence 
took  place.     The  majority,  however,  were  of  opinion,  that     ' 
Paine  had  prostituted  his  office  to  partj'  purposes,  and  there-     - 
fore  ought  to  be  discharged.     This  did  not  long  remain  a 
secret  to  him.  and  to  avoid  that  disgrace  he  resigned. 

"  Mr.  Gerard  had  before  intimated  to  Congress  the  pro- 
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{Nriety  6f  their  taking  speedy  measures  for  drawing  Spain 
into  Ae  general  cause.  He  often  enlarged  on  the  policy 
and  objects  of  that  court,  one  of  which  was  to  r^ain  the 
Floridasy  and  to  become  possessed  of  the  exclusive  naviga^ 
tidi  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and,  of  course,  the  MississippL 
He  said  he  was  confident  that  if  diese  were  ceded  to  her,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  induce  her  to  join  us ;  and  espe- 
cially as  the  Family  Compact,  and  the  refusal  of  Britain  to 
accept  her  mediation,  would  afford  a  good  pretext  He 
further  insinuated,  that  we  might  reasonably  expect  to 
obtain  firom  that  court  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
which,  considering  the  state  of  our  finances,  was  a  desirable 
object 

'^Thou^  Congress  were  desirous  of  an  alliance  with 
43pain,  and  ready  to  take  measures  for  the  purpose,  yet 
whom  to  employ  became  a  serious  question.  Mr.  Lee's 
connexions  insisted  that  he  ought  to  be  the  man;  while 
others,  who  had  neither  a  predilection  for  nor  aversion  to 
him,  thought  it  inexpedient  to  commit  that  business  to  one 
xespecting  whom  America  at  present  entertained  doubts, 
and  who  had  beccnne  disagreeable  to  France,  and,  conse- 
quently, in  a  certain  degree,  so  to  Spain.  By  these  unfor- 
tunate circumstances  nearly  a  year  was  wasted  in  fruitless 
altercation,  and  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  loans  from 
Spain  lost,  by  her  having  entered  into  the  war,  and  having 
occasion  for  all  her  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  it. 

*  Some  time  prior  to  my  appointment  to  Spain,  suspicions 
of  it  prevailed,  and  both  Mr.  Gerard  and  Mr.  Miralles 
expressed  much  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  that  event 
On  my  coming  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1778,  and  con- 
stantly after,  both  Mr.  (rerard  and  Mr.  Miralles,  the  Spanish 
agent,  had  shown  me  every  mark  of  civility  and  attention, 
though  I  have  reason  i6  think  that  both  of  them  entertained 
higher  opinions  of  my  docility  ^an  were  well  founded. 

**  As  a  member  of  Congress,  it  appeared  to  me  very  im- 
proper to  make  their  proceedings  the  topic  of  conversatioa 
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out  ofdooi's ;  and  I  made  it  an  invariable  rule  not  to  speak 
of  their  debates,  or  of  any  matters  before  them,  to  any  who 
were  not  men:iberB.  Mr.  Gerard  used  very  frequently  to 
spend  an  evening  with  me,  and  sometimes  sat  up  very  late. 
As  the  evening  advanced,  he  often  became  more  open,  and 
spoke  without  reserve  on  the  subject  of  the  views  of  Spain, 
and  the  interest  of  America  with  respect  to  her.  He  pressed 
our  quitting  to  her  the  Floridasand  Mississippi  as  iudiapen- 
Bable  prerequisites  to  a  treaty,  and  urged  a  variety  of  reasons 
to  support  his  opinions  ;  disclaiming,  at  the  same  time,  his 
having  any  instructions  on  that  head,  and  intimating  that  his 
firiendship  for  the  United  States  was  Hs  sole  motive  to  de- 
claring his  opinion  at  any  time  relative  to  her  concerns, 

"  I  soon  found  that  he  conversed  in  like  manner  with 
many  others,  and  that  he  was  seriously  endeavouring  to 
carry  these  points  in  Congress, 

"  I  was  early  convinced  that  provided  we  could  obtain 
independence  and  a  speedy  peace,  we  could  not  justify 
protracting  the  war,  and^  hazarding  the  event  of  it,  for  the 
sake  of  conquering  ttic  Floridas,  to  wliich  we  had  no  title, 
or  retaining  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which  we 
should  not  want  this  age,  and  of  wiiich  we  might  probably 
acquire  a  partial  use  with  the  consent  of  Spain.  It  was 
therefore  my  opinion  that  we  should  quit  all  claim  to  the 
Floridas,  and  grant  Spain  the  navigation  of  her  river  below 
our  territories,  on  her  giving  uaa  convenient  free  port  on  it, 
under  regulations  to  be  specified  in  a  treaty,  provided  they 
would  acknowledge  our  independence,  defend  it  with  their 
arms,  and  grant  us  either  a  proper  sum  of  money,  or  an 
annual  subsidy  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  Such,  theo, 
was  the  situation  of  things  as  to  induce  mc  to  think  that  a 
conduct  so  decided  and  spirited  on  the  part  of  Spain  would 
speedily  bring  about  a  peace,  and  that  Great  Britain,  rather 
than  hazard  the  loss  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  islands 
by  continmng  the  war,  would  yield  the  Floridas  to  Spain, 
and   independence   to  us.     But  when  Spain   afterwards 
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declared  ivar  for  objects  that  did  not  inclade  ours,  and  in  a 
manner  not  very  ciyil  to  our  independence,  I  became  per- 
suaded that  "we  ought  not  to  cede  to  her  any  of  our  rights* 
and  of  course  that  we  should  retain  and  insist  upon  our 
right  to  the  navigation  ci  the  MississippL" 
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Mr.  Jay  nilf  for  Fruice  in  an  American  Frigale— Shipwreck  of  the  Frijrato 
— She  reaches  Martinico~-Mr.  Jay  re^mbarka  in  a  French  Frigate- 
Lands  at  Cadiz — ^Proceeds  to  Madrid — Embarrassed  by  Bills  drawn  on 
him  hy  Congress — Negotiates  with  Spanish  Goremment — ^His  Opinion 
of  New-Torfc  Confiscation  Ac^— Correspondence  with  Mr.  Deane— >I^ 
stracted  to  surrender  the  Narigation  of  the  Mississippi — ^Appointed  Con- 
missioner  to  negotiate  Peace — Disapproves  of  the  Jnstractions  aocompaoy- 
ing  his  Commission — History  of  those  Instructions — Duplicity  of  Spanidi 
Court — Bills  on  Mr.  Jay  protested — ^He  goes  to  Paris — ^His  Indignation 
at  the  Conduct  of  Mr.  Deane. 

CoNGKESs  having  ordered  their  own  frigate  the  Confede- 
racy, to  carry  Mr.  Gerard  the  French  minister  home,  it  was 
agreed  that  Mr.  Jay  should  proceed  on  his  mission  in  the 
same  vessel.  The  lateness  of  the  season  and  the  public 
exigencies  forbade  all  unnecessary  delay.  Mrs.  Jay  hap- 
pened to  be  at  Philadelphia  when  Mr.  Jay  was  appointed, 
and  the  time  fixed  for  the  sailing  of  the  frigate  allowed  her 
no  time  to  receive  the  parting  benedictions  of  her  parents, 
except  in  their  letters.  Mr.  Jay  likewise  was  denied 
the  satisfaction  of  taking  leave,  in  person,  of  most  of  his 
friends  and  relatives.  He  received  his  instructions  on  the 
16th  October,  and  four  days  after  he  left  his  country,  to 
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advocate  her  cause  in  Europe ;  nor  did  he  again  land  on 
her  shores  till  he  had  placed  his  signature  to  a  treaty, 
securing  to  her  the  blessings  of  peace  and  independence. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  brother-in-law.  Col.  Livingston, 
afterwards  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  aa  his  private,  and  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  a  member 
of  Congress,  as  his  pubUc  secretary. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  written  by  Mrs.  Jay 
to  her  mother  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  be  read  with  less  interest 
for  the  personal  feelings  tJiey  depict. 

"  On  boud  of  the  Confeilerac;,  ISth  December,  1779. 

"  About  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  November, 
we  were  alarmed  by  an  unusual  noise  upon  deck,  and  what 
particularly  surprised  me  was  the  lamentations  of  persons 
in  distress.  I  called  upon  the  captain  to  inform  me  of  the 
cause  of  the  confusion  that  I  imagined  to  prevail ;  but  my 
brother  desired  me  to  remain  perfectly  composed,  for  that 
he  had  been  upon  deck  but  half  an  hour  before,  and  left 
every  thing  in  perfect  security. 

"Perfect  security!  vain  words!  Don't  you  think  soT 
And  so  indeed  they  proved ;  for  in  that  small  space  of  time 
we  had  been  deprived  of  nothing  less  than  our  bowsprit, 
foremast,  main-mast,  and  mizen-mast :  so  tha!t  we  were  in 
an  awkward  situation,  rendered  still  more  so  by  a  pretty 
high  south-east  wind,  and  a  very  rough  sea.  However,  our 
misfortunes  were  only  begun.  The  injury  received  by  our 
rudder  the  next  morning  served  to  complete  them,  as  we 
were  ready  to  conclude.  The  groans  that  distressed  rae 
were  uttered  by  two  men  who  had  suffered  from  the  fall  of 
the  masts ;  one  of  them  was  much  bruised,  and  the  other  had 
his  arm  and  hand  broken :  the  former  recovered,  but  the 
latter,  poor  fellow !  survived  not  many  days  the  amputation 
of  fais  arm. 

•■  Will  it  not  be  painful  to  my  dear  mamma  to  imogiDe  to 
herself  the  situation  of  her  children  at  that  time?    Her 
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ehildi^en  did  I  say  ?  Radier  let  her  imagine  the  dangerous 
situation  of  more  than  three  hundred  souls,  tossed  about  in 
the  midst  of  the  ocean  in  a  vessel  dismasted  and  under  no 
command^  al  a  season  too  that  threatened'  approaching 
inclemency  of  weather.  And  would  you  for  a  moment 
suppose  me  capable  of  regretting  that  I  had  for  a  time  bid 
adieu  to  my  native  land,  in  order  to  accompany  my  beloved 
friend  t  Would  you  have  despaired  of  ever  embracing  your 
aififectionate  children?  or  would  you  have  again  recom- 
mended them  to  Him  who  appointed  to  the  waters  their 
bounds — ^WHo  saith  unto  the  waves  thus  far  shalt  thou  go, 
and  to  the  winds,  peace,  be  ^11  ?  Mamma's  known  piety 
and  fortitude  sufficiently  suggest  the  answer  to  the  two 
latter  queries ;  and  to  the  former  it  becomes  me  to  reply. 
I  assure  you  that  in  no  period  of  our  distress,  though  ever 
so  alarming,  did  I  once  repine,  but  incited  by  his  amiable 
example,  I  gave  fear  to  the  winds,  and  cheerfully  resigned 
myself  to  the  disposal  of  the  Ai^mightt. 

**  After  our  misfortunes  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  November 
(the  memorable  era  from  which  we  now  date  all  events 
relative  to  ourselves),  a  council  of  the  officers  was  held  to 
consider  where  it  was  most  expedient  to  bend  our  course.. 
It  was  unanimously  concluded  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  reach  Europe  at  this  season  with  a  ship  in  the  condition 
that  ours  was.  They  were  likewise  united  in  opinion  that 
the  southern  direction  wa»  the  only  one  that  offered  a  pros- 
pect of  safety ;  and  of  the  islands,  Martinico  was  the  most 
eligible,  for  its  commodious  harbour,  and  the  probability  of 
being  supplied  with  materials  to  refit.  Accordingly,  the 
first  fair  wind  that  offered  (which  was  not  till  near  three 
weeks  from  the  above-mentioned  era),  was  embraced  in 
pursuance  of  the  advice  given  by  the  officers ;  and,  after 
having  passed  through  very  squally  latitudes,  we  are  now 
in  smooth  seas,  having  the  advantage  of  trade- winds  which 
blow  directly  for  the  islands ;  nor  are  we,  if  the  calculations 
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made  are  just,  more  than  320  miles  distant  from  the  destined 

The  situation  of  the  frigate  was  in  trutli  exceedingly 

critical,  and   afforded  the  passengera   the   distressing   as- 

!  that  a  3tonn  would  prove  fatal  to  them,  and  that 

j/  the  first  hostile  cruiser  that  met  them  would  carry  them 

prisoners  to  England,     The  wind  and  the  swell  continued 

'  so  high,  that  nearly  a  fortnight  elapsed  before  the  vessel 

could  be  tolerably  navigated  by  means  of  temporary  masts, 
constructed  with  spars.  Most  of  the  sails  had  been  lost 
with  the  masts,  and  those  which  remained,  having  been 

I  made  of  damaged  canvass,  were  continually  splitting.    The 

f  ship  was  moreover  leaky,  and  tlie  bread  damaged  by  sea 

water.  The  frigate  at  last  reached  Martinico  on  the  18th 
of  December.     The  feelings  excited  by  the  sudden  tranai- 

'.,  tion  from  danger  to  safety,  and  from  the  privations  of  such 

a  voyage  to  the  comforts  and  hospitalities  of  a  refined  and 

•  generous  society,  may  be  readily  imagined. 

j  In  approaching  Martinico,  Mr.  Jay  was  unconsciously 

exposed  to  very  imminent  danger.  Shortly  before  their 
arrival,  il  was  a  subject  of  discussion  on  board  whether 
they  should   make   for   St.  Pierre  on  the  north,  or  Port 

I  Royal  on  the  south  aide  of  the  island.     Providentially,  the 

J  former  course  was  adopted ;  and  the  very  day  the  Con- 

federacy anchored  at  St.  Pierre,  a  fleet  of  six  English  ships 

'  of  the  line  captured  nine  French  merchanlmen  off  Port 

Royal,     Had  the  frigate  steered  for  that  port,  her  cajiture 

I  would  have  been  inevitable,  and  Mr,  Jay's  mission  would 

have  terminated  in  the  Tower  of  London.  No  time  was 
lost  by  the  American  minister  in  procuring  a  conveyance 

■  to  Europe.     He  embarked   for   Toulon   on  the   28th  of 

^  December,  only  ten  days  after  hia  arrival,  in  the  French 

!»  frigate  Aurora,  which  the  governor  of  Martinico  politely 

ordered  on  this  service. 


.i 
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^JOHlf  JAY  TO  THfi  PBSnBENT  OF  COKORBM. 

«*  Maztinico,  St  Pierre,  25Ui  Dec  1779.    . 

f*  I  have  done  what,  perhaps,  I  shall  be  blamed  for ;  but 
n^y  pride  as  an  American,  and  my  feelings  as  a  man,  were 
not  on  this  occasion  to  be^  resisted*  The  officers  of  the 
Confederacy  were  here  without  money,  or  the  ipeans  of 
getting  any.  The  idea  of  our  officers  being  c^liged  tp 
sneak,  as  they  phrase  ft,  from  thef  company  erf*  French 
officers  for  fear  of  running  in  debt  with  them  for  a  bottle 
of  wine,  or  a  bowl  of  punch,  because  not  able  'to  pay  for 
their  share  of  the  reckoning,  was  too  humiliating  to  be 
tolerable,  and  too  destructive  to  that  pride  and  opinion  of 
independent  equality  which  I  wish  to  see  influence  all  our 
officers.  Besides,  some  of  them  wanted  necessaries  too 
much  to  be  comfortable,  or  in  this  country,  decent.  In  a 
word,  I  have  drawn  on  the  fund  pointed  out  for  the  pay- 
ment of  part  of  my  salary,  for  one  hundred  guineas  in  their 
favour,  to  be  divided  among  them  according  to  their  re- 
spective ranks.  Indeed,  it  would  have  given  me  pleapure 
to  have  done  something  towards  covering  the  nakedness  of 
the  crew,  but  the  expense  I  have  been  put  to  by  coming 
here,  and  the  preparations  for  another  voyage  would  not 
admit  of  it. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"  Witli  great  esteem  and  personal  regard, 
"  Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

"John  Jay." 

The  Aurora  frigate  arrived  at  Cadiz  the  22d  of  January, 
1780,  after  a  prosperous  voyage,  but  one  not  unattended 
with  danger,  as  she  was  chased  by  a  British  man-of-war, 
and  cleared  for  action.  She  fortunately  outsailed  her  pur- 
suer, and  put  into  Cadiz  for  intelligence,  when  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the   naval  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  the 
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Mediterranean  was  ao  great  aa  to  render  it  unsafe  for  her 

to  proceed  to  Toulon.  - 

This  unexpected  termination  of  the  voyage  proved  not  a 

liftle  embarrassing  to  Mr.  Jay,  who  found  himself  at  Cadiz 

not  only  an  entire  stranger,  but  without  letters  of  introduc- 
,  tion,  or  bills  of  credit.     He,  however,  soon  acquired  the 

I  good  will,  and  experienced  the  friendly  offices  of  many  gen- 

f  tlemen  in  Cadiz,  and  was  treated  with  marked  attention  and 

hospitality. 

He  was  particularly  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Count 
j  O'Reilly,  the  governor-general  of  Andalusia.     This  gentle- 

j  f  man  invited  him  to  his   house  at  Port   St.  Mary's,  and 

behaved  to  him,  not  only  with  the  utmost  cordiality,  but 

twilh  an  openness  very  remarkable  in  an  experienced  cour- 
tier.    He  gave  him  a  confidential  account  of  the  politics  of 
'  the  court,  and  of  the  personal  characters  of  those  who  coro- 

'  posed   it,   not   excepting   the    kbg   himself;    an  account 

r-  which  Mr.  Jay  afterward  found  to  be  perfectly  accurate, 

j:  and  from  which  he  derived  advantages.     His  sense  of  the 

ji  jealous  temper  of  the  court  was  evinced  by  his  parting 

]l  address  to  Mr,  Jay. 

I  "  You  feel,  I  perceive,"  said  he,  "  grateful  for  the  civil- 

I  ities  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  show  you,  and  upon  your 

I  arrival  at  Madrid  you  will  perhaps  think  it  proper  to  write 

I  and  thank  me  for  them.     Be  pleased  to  do  no  such  thing. 

I  Let  there  be  no  correspondence  between  us.     Should  you 

iwish  to  make  any  communication  to  me,  mention  it  ver- 
bally to  my  friend  the  Coimt  D'Yranda.  I  shall  hear  it 
from  him." 

On  the  fourth  day  after  he  had  landed,  Mr.  Jay  despatched 
his  secretary  to  Madrid,  with  a  letter  for  the  Spanish  min- 
ister, acquamting  him  with  the  commission  with  which  he 
twas  charged.  An  answer  was  returned,  inviting  him  to 
to  Madrid,  but  intimating  that  it  was  expected  he  would  not 
assume  a  formal  character,  which  must  depend  on  a  future 
acknowledgment  and  treaty. 
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Mr.  Jay  was  thus  led  to  perceive,  at  the  very  outset  of 
hk  negotii^tioii,  that  the  acknowledgment  of  American 
independepce  by  Spain  would,  otx  her  part,  be  a  matter  of 
bargain,  and  that  she  expected  to  be  paid  for  admitting  an 
indisputfible  4act.  He,  however,  lost  no  time  in  repairing 
to  Madrid ;  and,  in  doing  so,  encountered  all  the  delay  and 
ioconveniences  incident  to  Spanisb  travelling. 

On  his  arrival  at  Madrid,  he  discovered  n6  disposition  in 
the  Spanish  government  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  him, 
and  he  remarked,  sogn  afkr,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  "  Paips 
were  taken  to  prevent  any  conduct  towards  me  that  might 
savour  of  an  admission  or  knowledge  of  American  independ- 
ence. Considering  the  object  of  our  treaty  with  France,  I 
thought  this  extraordinary.  I  do  not,  however,  ascribe  it  to 
any  malevolence  with  respect  to  us,  but  merely  to  a  design 
in  the  Prench  ambassador,  or  his  instructions,  so  to  manage 
the  proposed  treaties  as  that  both  Spain  and  America  may 
hold  themselves  indebted  for  the  attainment  of  their  respect- 
ive objects « to  the  good  offices  of  their  common  klly.  I 
have  too  much  confidence  in  our  friends  the.  French,  to 
believe  they  wish  to  keep  Spain  and  America  longer  asun- 
der, although  a-  design  of  squeezing  a  little  reputation  out 
of  the  business  may  embarrass  the  measures  for  a  junc- 
tion." 

Shortly  after  Mr.  Jay's  departure  from  America,  Con- 
gress adopted  a  measure  that  was  prompted  rather  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  country  than  by  any  sound  principles  of 
policy.  As  one  expedient  for  raising  money  for  present 
necessities,  they  ordered  bills  to  be  drawn  on  Mr.  Jay  for 
more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  payable  six  months 
after  sight,  in  the  hope  that  before  that  time  he  would 
havo  obtained  a  subsidy  from  the  Spanish  court.  With 
these  bills  supplies  were  purchased  for  the  army,  and 
the  holders  sent  them  to  their  European  correspondents, 
who  presented  them  to  Mr.  Jay  for  payment.  That 
Congress  should  have  ventured  on  such  a  measure,  not 
oaly  without  knowing  that  Mr.  Jay  could  procure  money 
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in  Spain,  but  even  before  they  had  heard  of  his  arrival 
there,  proves  the  desperate  situation  of  their  finances  at 
this  period  of  the  revolution,  and  their  conviction  that  the 
means  of  continuity  the  contest  were  to  be  provided  for  at 
every  hazard.  Similar  bills  were  drawn  upon  Mr.  Lau- 
rens, who  had  sailed  as  American  minister  for  Holland ; 
and  unfortunately  they  arrived  before  the  minister,  who, 
being  captured  by  a  British  cruiser,  was  consigned  to  the 
Tower  of  Loiidon. 

Mr.  Jay,  on  receiving  notice  of  this  order  of  Congress, 
represented  it  to  the  Spanish  minister  as  an  evidence  of  the 
high  opinion  entertained  in  the  United  States  of  both  the 
resources  and  the  Iriendly  disposition  of  Spain.     This  novel 
compliment  does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  graciously 
received.     The  minister  neither  promised  nor  refiised  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  bills ;  but  an  offer  of  about 
half  a  million  was  made,  on  condition  that  Congress  would 
furnish  Spain  with  ships  of  war  to  that  RmounL     This  pro- 
position, which  if  faithfully  executed  could  have  benefited    i 
Spain  alone,  was  of  course  promptly  rejected.     Mr.  JlQr    J 
was  then  given  to  understand,  that  the  claims  of  the  United     ; 
States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  prevented  the 
formation  of  a  treaty  with  them.  | 

Before  long,  the  expected  but  dreaded  bills  began  ttf  '  i 
arrive,  and  were  duly  presented  for  acceptance.  As  the 
minister  kept  himself  uncommitted,  the  American  envoy 
was  reduced  to  the  humiliating  necessity,  whenever  a  bill 
was  presented  to  liim,  to  apply  to  the  court  for  leave  to 
accept  it,  or,  in  other  words,  to  solicit  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  loan  to  the  United  States  the  amount  of  the  bill.  Bills 
to  the  amount  of  diirteen  thousand  dollars  were  in  this  man- 
ner accepted ;  and  hopes  were  thus  excited,  that  pecuniary 
aid  would  be  afforded  by  Spain.  More  bills  were  soon 
after  presented,  and  Mr.  Jay  was  unable  to  ascertain 
from  the  minister  what  would  be  their  fate.  After  having 
be«i  for  some  time  kept  in  suspense,  he  was  visited  by  an 
agent  of  the  minister,  and  urged  to  relinquish  the  claims  of 
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the  United  Stfttes  to  the  Mississippi.  He  refused,  and  was 
soon  after  officially  informed  that  Spain  would  pay  no  more 
bills. 

He  now  inquired  whether  the  tTnked  States  were  to 
expect  any  and  what  aid  from  Spain.  -'^  It  was  rather  the 
policy  of  this  court,  being  then  at  war  with  Great  Britain, 
to  amuse  than  to  irritate  America.    A  desire  to  injure  her 
enemy  prompted  Spain  to  wish  for  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  ;  at  the  same  time  she  was  anxious  to 
obtain  from  the  latter  as  many  concessions  as  possible 
before  they  became  strong  enough  to  refuse' them.    It  was 
only,  however,  by  encouraging  an  expectation  of  aid  in  their 
struggle  with  Britain  that  the  States  could  be  induced  to 
yield  to  her  demands.     These  considerations  probably 
induced  the  minister  to  inform  Mr.  Jay,  that  if  he  could 
borrow  9150,000,  the  king  would  guarantee  its  repayment 
in  three  years.     The  result  of  tMs  offer  was,  hot  unlikely, 
foreseen.    Mr.  Jay  endeavoured,  without  success,  to  effect 
the  loan  on  the  king's  security  in  Spain,  France,  and  Hol- 
land.    Anxious  to  save  the  credit  of  his  country,  and  regard* 
less  of  personal  consequences,  he  now  took  a  step  no  less 
remarkable  for  its  boldness  and  decision  than  for  its  variance 
with  his  usual  habits  of  prudence.     He  resolved  to  accept 
all  bills  that  should  be  presented  to  him ;  thus  making  him- 
self personally  responsible  for  their  payment.    This  was 
done  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  for  at  least  the  ensuing  six  months,  and  in  the  hope 
that  within  that  time  supplies  would  be  obtained  from  either 
Spain  or  France.    On  the  22d  of  September,  his  accept- 
ances amounted  to  950,000.     He  then  applied  to  the  French 
court  for  assistance,  and  was  informed  that  none  could  be 
afforded.    It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he  received 
from  France,  through  Dr.  Franklin,  925,000.     This  relief, 
small  as  it  was,  revived  his  hopes  and  strengthened  the 
resolution  he  had  taken ;  and  he  continued  to  accept  every 
Ml  that  was  presented. 
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Spain,  finding  that  Mr.  Jay  would  nol  barter  the  Missin- 
aippi  for  a  loan,  aud  perhaps  ihiuking  it  prudent  to  abow 
some  alight  favour,  in  hopes  of  receiving  greater  ones  in 
return,  promised,  about  the  close  of  the  year,  lo  pay  bills  to 
the  amount  of  $150,000,  "when  they  should  become  due. 

This  year  proved  to  Mr.  Jay  oiie.  of  great  anxiety 
and  perplexity.  The  biUa  drawn  upon  him  by  Congress, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  ministry,  were  fruitful 
sources  of  vexation.  The  narrowness  of  his  salary,  at  the 
most  expensive  court  in  Europe,  exposed  him  to  much  em- 
barrassment, and  occasioned  long  and  frequent  absencei 
from  Mrs.  Jay  j  since  the  king  being  in  the  habit  of  residing 
at  his  various  seats  in  the  course  of  the  year,  Mr.  Jay  was 
compelled  to  follow  the  court,  and,  from  pecuniary  consid- 
erations, was  denied  the  satisfaction  of  talcing  her  with  him. 
Separated  from  her  only  child,  who  had  been  left  in  America, 
and  frequently  from  her  husband,  and  surrounded  by  for- 
eigners whose  language  she  could  not  speak,  it  may  be 
easily  Imagined  with  what  delight  the  birth  of  an  infant  was 
hailed  by  herself  and  Mr-  Jay ;  and  with  what  anguish  of 
j  disappointment  they  were  called  to  mourn  its  death  a  month 

I  after.     Another  circumslance  tended  greatly  to  aggravate  « 

I  the  painful  situation  in  which  Mr.  Jay  was  placed.    Nearly  T 

j  a  whole  year  expired  after  his  departure  from  Amerioa   " 

i  before  he  received  a  line  from  any  of  his  family,  whom  he 

had  left  exposed  to  the  calamities  incident  to  a  civil  war. 
Some  of  his  letters  had  been  intercepted  by  the  enemy,  and 
others  he  had  reason  to  believe  had  been  suppressed  by  the 
Spanish  post-offices. 
;,  Under  all  these  various  and  trying  circumstances  he  pre- 

I'  terved   his  usual  composure  and  cheerfulness;   and  his 

|«  attention  to  the  claims  of  his  country  and  his  friends  con- 

'  tinned  unremitted.     Aware  of  the  privations  lo  which  his 

father's  family  were  subjected  by  the  war,  and  knowing  by 
experience  the  difficulty  of  procuring  in  America  many  of 
[  tte  common  conveniences  as  well  as  necessaries  of  Ufe,  he 
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fiequendy  sent  over,  both  firomr  Spain  find  France,  a  variety 
of  articles  fbr  theii:  use,aiid  occasionally  supplied  tbem  with 
money  from  his  own  scanty  salary.* 

% 

''TO  COVEBOfOR  CUlfTOir. 
«  Ai^i^jtM,  SI  mUM  fiom  Madiid,  Sth  Mi^,  I'TSO. 

■**  As  I  have  not  my  papers  with  me,  I  cahnot  ascertain 
the  number  cnr  dates,  of  my  letters  to  you  since  I  left 

*  The  foUowmg  Git.  of  iriides,  ihqyped  bj  order  of  Mr.  Jaj,  and  et  hie 
tapehee,  (mn  Bdrdesux,  10th  July,  1780,  U  annexed  ae  a  tingular  proof  of 
UuBmato  attention  to  the  eo^orta  of  hia  father'a  ftmily,  and  alio  aa  an 
•ridaiwa  of  the  deatitote  cOliditto  ctf  die  eoootry  w&ieh  eovB  MBder  aieh 
npplieeaoofptable  toftftmUy  vhontbewar  had  ibond  in '4ipaleiice^  asd 
'  who  afeiO  pepaQeaed  a  lavge  eatate. 

l.tnmk  containing  3  aoperfine  milled  cape. 

IS  alia  bide  broad  clQ|th,twiat,  thread,  OfisltlHita.    . 

and  ailk.  )  doz.  batchei't  kn&vea. 

4i  do.  cotton  aaaorted  for  lininga.  |  dob  hraaa  knee-boeklea. 

BntUna,  twiat,  ai^  budoam.  1  do.  do.  thimbiea. 

Si  e|li  aopeifine  broad  doth  (blown). .  IS  jneoaa  tape  of  SO  «Ua» 

ii  do.  cotton.  i  dos,  do. 

Bnttona,  twiat,  ailk,  backram*        ^  1  lb.  thread. 

ITeDa  blue  aerge,  lining  for  the  Mae  6  m.  pina. 

broadcloth.  3  pairs  beat  aoiaaorr. 

tt)  da  camlet.  1  doz.  large  black  handkerchiefa, 

15  do.  ailk  do.  i  do.  coloured  do. 

16  do.  flannel,  or  awanikin.  8  lb.  nitre. 

i  h.  aewing  ailk.  i  lb.  cinnamon. 

1  lb.  amir.  k  lb.  clovea. 

5  paiia  aian*f   aoperfine  white  ailk    \  lb.  nutmega. 
hoM.  i  lb.  mace. 

8  do.  do.  atrong  do.  60  ells  linen. 

6  do.  do.  cotton  superfine.  1  piece  cotton  handkerchiefa. 
6  do.  do.  or  women's  do.  do.  3  do.  fine  linen  18  ells. 

6  do.  do.  wonted  mixed.  )  do.  6  ells  cambric 

6  do.  do.  thread,  grajr.  I  piece  chintz,  white  ground,  purple 

3  do.  do.  milled  hoae  auperfine.  %ure. 

6  doz.  ebony  knires  and  forks,  tipped  8  Iba.  IS  oz.  fine  h  jsoo  tea. 

with  ailver.  2  doz.  yam  hoae. 
1  pair  tailef^a  aheara. 
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America.  I  have  often  done  myself  the  jdeasure  of  writ- 
ii^toycm ;  and  am  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  a  few 
lines  from  you. 

*•  The  last  'accounts  from-  America  were  of  thd  l(Hh 
March;  contained  in  two  or-  three  Boston  newspapers, 
brought  to  Bilboa  from  Newbury.  They  give  us  reason, 
indeed,  to  Expect  that  your  namesake's  fleet: has  been  tho- 
ItHigUy '  dispersed,  and  his  designs  <hi  South  Carolina 
thereby- defeated.  I  am  ianxjous  for  a  confirmatic»>  of  .this 
int^lEgence ;  it  would  operate  in  Europe  as  much  16  our 
advantage,  thcuigh  perhapli  tiof  so  much  t6  our  glory,  as  a 
victory.  As  long  as  you  can  maintain  your  importance, 
and  appear  neither  to"  want  friends  or  fear  foes,  you  will 
enjoy  respectability  on  this  side  of  the  water;  and  .reap  all 
the  advantages  resulting  from  it.  By  her  power,  justio^ 
commerce,  and  consequence,  America  must  expect  to  gain 
and  keep  friends.  The;  equity  of  her  cause  is  with  many 
only  a  secondary  consideration. 

**  It  is'  s^d,  you  have  again  adopted  the  system  of  regu- 
lating prices :  I  expect  no  good  from  it.  What  has  been 
done  with  Vermont  7  It  would  give  me  pain  to  hear  that 
things  remained  in  the  state  I  left  them.  Delay  is  a  trUmp 
card  thai  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  hand. 

"An  English  paper  contains  what  they  call,  but  I  can 
hardly  believe  to  be,  your  confiscation  act.  If  truly  printed, 
New- York  is  disgraced  by  iiqustice  too  palpable  to  admit 
even  of  palliation.  I  feel  for  the  honour  of  my  country,  and 
therefore  beg  the  feyour  of  you  to  send  me  a  true  copy  of 
it ;  that  if  the  other  be  false,  I  may,  by  publishing  yours, 
remove  the  prejudices  against  you,  occasioned  by  the 
former. 

"  I  wish  to  know  who  are  your  members  in  Congress.  I 
find  Livingston  is  one,  and  am  glad  of  it.  What  has 
become  of  Morris  ?  Don't  let  his  enemies  in  or  out  of  the 
State  run  him  down. 

**  When  you  write  to  me,  recollect  that  it  is  ten  to  one 
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but  your  letter  will  be  inspected  in  its  way  to  me  through 
the  poflt-o£Bces  of  France  or  Spain.  Write,  thersfoie, 
under  this  impression. 

**  When  you  see  my  old  friends,  remember  me  aflfec- 
tionately  to  them.     You  know  who  they  are. 

**  Very  sincerely, 
"  Your  most  obedient  servant^ 

"JoHw  Jay.** 

The  confiscation  act,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,,  was 
unfortunately  authentic.  Mr.  Jay,  in  after-life,  often  spoke 
of  it  with  strong  indignation.  He  regarded  the  dispute  with 
Britain  as  one  in  which  men  might  conscientiously  take 
opposite  sides ;  and  while  he  was  ever  ready  to  adopt  all 
proper  measures  for  preventing  the  tories  from  injuring  the 
American  cause,  he  abhorred  the  idea  of  punishing  them 
for  their  opinions.  His  wish  was  that  no  estate  ^uld  be 
confiscated,  except  such  as  belonged  to  those  who  had  been 
either  perfidious  or  cruel.  By  the,  act  alluded  to  many 
were  attainted  who  had  been  perfectly  inofiensive  ;  and  be 
Wlieved  motives  of  avarice  had  led  to  their  proscription. 
So  much  disgusted  was  ho  with  the  injustice  and  inhu- 
manity of  this  law,  that  he  always  declined  purchasing  any 
property  that  had  been  confiscated  by  it. 

''to  gouverneur  morris. 

<*  Madrid,  6th  November,  1780.    \ 

''Dear  Morris, 

"  Three  of  your  letters  have  reached  me ;  the  last  was 
of  the  12th  July.  Some  of  mine  to  you  were  worth  little, 
and  their  miscarriage  was  of  no  consequence ;  there  was 
one  from  Madrid,  which  I  wish  may  come  to  your  hands ; 
it  was  interesting. 

"  Where  are  you  ? — what  are  you  doing  ?  Achilles  made 
W)  figure  at  the  spinning-wheel.  The  State  of  New- York 
I  take  to  be  your  field ;  if  prudently  cultivated,  it  will  yield 
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much.  Letters,  though  the  best,  are  pc«r  substitutes  for 
conversation ;  but  we  must  be  content  I  wish  to  hear 
many  things  of  and  from  you. 

"  Mrs.  Jay  is  in  tolerable  health ;  she  has  had  a  fine  little 
daughter,  but  she  is  gone  home,  and  I  am  resigned.  I  have 
it  in  charge  f.om  Mrs.  Jay  to  say  many  fjiendly  tilings  to 
you.  Drawing  bills  on  me  was  impolitic  in  many  respects. 
The  navigation,  &c.  is  strongly  insisted  on.  Many  fair 
promises  of  aids,  delays  iinavoidable  or  designed,  the  court 
undecided  and  waiting  events ;  the  British  courting  them. 
Why  was  nut  Ternay  supported?  Depend  en  yourselves 
principally.  The  French  ambassador  here  has  excellent 
intelligence  from  your  city.  I  know  but  Httie  of  what 
passes  among  you,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  such  traits 
of  public  and  private  matters  as  you  may  think  interesting. 
I  have  had  some  letters  from  Deane  ;  he  is  much  displeased 
with  what  he  thinks  the  duplicity  of  certain  persons,  who 
in  particular  I  don't  know :  he  is  endeavouring  to  establish 
here  a  bargain  with  Miralles  about  masts,  and  talks  of  com- 
ing here  ; — how  did  you  and  he  part  ? 

"  Should  this  find  you  at  Philadelphia,  remember  me  to 
my  friends  there.  I  know  you,  and  therefore  am,  and  wiU 
be  cordiaLy, 

"  Your  friend, 

"  John  Jay." 

Mr.  Deane,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  preceding  letter,  was 
the  gontleman  of  whose  secret  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Jay  we  have  already  spoken.  On  his  return  to  America 
he  became  involved  in  disputes  with  Congress  about  hia 
accounts,  and  went  back  to  France  greatly  dissatisfied  with 
the  treatment  he  had  received.  The  injustice,  whether  real 
or  imaginary,  which  he  experienced  from  Congress,  secma 
at  first  to  have  cooled,  and  finally  to  have  extinguished,  his 
attachment  to  the  American  cause.  He  professed  a  strong 
friendship  for  Mr.  Jay,  and  wrote  many  letters  to.hiia  front 
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Franoet  filled  with  crimiiiatioDs  <^  his  sui4)08ed  enemiev, 
and  with  gloomy  predictions  of  the  evils  that  awaited  his 
country.    We  insert  two  of  Mr.  Jay's  replies. 

^TO  SOJkS  DBJLRX. 

«« MadiU,  SSCh  I)«oai>er,  1780. 

"'Dbar  Sir, 

**  At  length  your  first  letter,  contrary  to  my  expecta- 
tions, has  arrived,  and  my  attention  to  it  shall  not  be  want- 
ing. I  have  also  received  your  favour  of  the  18th  Septem* 
her;  since  which  more  of  my  letters  than  one  have,!  hope, 
reached  you,  this  being  the  fourth. 

**  I  have  read,  considered,  and  reconsidered  the  fiicts  and 
.reflections  you  communicate,  and  am  persuaded  that  the 
consequences  you  draw,  though  iu  a  certain  degree  just,  are 
4M>t  quite  so  extensive  as  you  seem  tp  suppose.  I  am  not 
finee  firom  similar  apprehensions,  but  they  are  not  so.  strong 
Bs  yours.  But  however  well  founded  they  may  be,  they 
ought  only  to  increase  our  prudence.  If  I  had  leisure,  it 
would,  give  me  pleasure  to  go  largely  into  this  subject :  at 
present  I  cannot,  because  matters  of  more  inunediate  im- 
portance engage  me. 

^  That  you  have  been  hardly  treated  I  know,  and  shall 
never  hesitate  to  say ;  but  I  cannot  think  the  cases  of  the 
gentlemen  are  similar,  or  prove  the  points-  to  which  you 
apply  them.  You  was  blamed,  not  for  omitting  finally  to 
settle  your  accounts  in  France,  but  for  not  being  in  capacity 
to  riiow  (when  in  America)  what  those  accounts  were ;  and 
I  don't  know  that  those  gentlemen  were  or  will  be  charge- 
able with  the  like  incapacity.  I  mention  this  only  to  show 
the  distinction  between  the  cases. 

^How  for  the  distinction  is  impoitant,  or  how  far  that 
incapacity  could  justify  the  treatment  it  occasioned,  are 
other  questicms.  For  my  own  part  I  think  it  could  not 
justify  it.  It  will  also  remain  a  question  how  far  your 
measures  wexe  prudent    I  think  30Qie  of  them  were,  and 


116  UFX    or  JOSM   JAT. 

some  not;  but  this  inquiry  requires  many  considerations, 
and  combinations,  and  circum stances,  whioh  I  must  defer 
for  the  presGHt.  The  discoveries  you  allude  to  respecting 
secret  practices  surprise  me  exceedingly ;  I  liad  no  such 
suspicions :  perhaps  yoo  may  give  more  weight  to  circum- 
stances than  they  may  merit.  The  inquiry  nevertheless  is 
very  important,  and  while  any  doubts  remain,  the  pursuit 
should  be  continued.  Justice  demands  that  we  shoijd  not 
even  in  our  opinions  injury  men  who  may  be  innocent ;  and 
prudence  also  demands  that  we  permit  not  a  good  heart  to 
impose  on  a  good  head, — a  case  by  no  means  uncommon. 

"  I  wish  there  were  twenty  other  motives  than  those  you 
mention  for  your  passing  to  Spain,  exclusive  of  the  satisfac- 
tion it  will  give  me  to  sec  you.  The  matters  you  mention 
are  highly  interesting  in  a  public  and  a  private  view.  They 
cannot  be  so  well  handled  in  letters  as  conversation.  Whe- 
ther it  will  be  in  my  power  to  meet  you  I  cannot  predict,  and 
therefore  cannot  promise.  It  would  be  agreeable,  but  I 
have  hitherto  found  so  many  matters  not  to  be  neglected 
constantly  demanding  my  attention,  that  I  cannot  flatter 
myself  with  being  more  disengaged  till  the  greater  objects 
of  my  coming  here  shall  be  either  attained  or  become  ui> 
attainable.  If  I  should  nevertheless  be  able,  I  will ;  if  no^ 
I  hope  you  vrill  come  on.l 

"  The  attachment  you  express  for  your  country,  notwith- 
standing your  complaints  of  her  ingratitude,  does  you  much 
honour.  The  injustice  of  resenting  on  a  whole  people  the 
mistakes  or  Iransgressions  of  a  few  is  obvious ;  but  there 
ape  comparatively  not  many  who,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, either  think  right  or  act  so.  Truth  is  seldom  so 
immersed  in  darkness  as  not  to  be  capable  of  being  brought 
to  light  if  attempted  in  season ;  and  as  the  mass  of  the 
people  mean  well,  they  will  finally  do  justice,  though  their 
mistakes  and  pasaions  sorcietimcs  delay  it.  Persevere  there- 
fore, do  good  to  your  country,  and  evince  the  rectitude  of 
your  conduct  while  in  her  service.    1  believe  you  honest, 
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mud  I  think  you  injured.  These  considerations  will  always 
{irompt  me  to  every  friendly  office  in  my  power  to  render. 
I  must  again  advise  you  to  collect,  review,  and  ascertain 
precisely  the  evidence  you  may  have  or  can  obtain  of  the 
duplicity  of  the.  persons  you  allude  to,  whoever  they  may 
be.  I  see  tl;us  business  in  many  important  lights,  and  the 
time  may  come  When  you  may  rejoice  in  all  the  trouble  you 
may  now  be  at  about  it.  Nay,  all  this  evidence,  provided  it 
should  appecur  niaterial,  ought  to  be  committed  to  paper,  and 
not  permitted  to  diminish  or  die  in  or  with  your  memory :  put 
it  in  the  power  of  your  friends  to  vindicate  your  reputation 
when  you  may  be  no  more.  It  will  be  of  particular  import- 
ance to  your  son,  to  whom  you  cannot  leave  al  better  inherit- 
ance than  a  good,  nor  a  worse  one  than  a  bad  oi'  doubtful 
reputation.  Remember  too  that  time  is  spending,  men  for- 
getting or  dying,  papers  wasting,  &c. ;  and  therefore  the 
sooner  you  reduce  these  matters  to  certainty  the  better. 

^  Mrs.  Jay  and  the  colonel   desire  to  be  particularly 
remembered  to  you.    This  will  go  under  cover  to  Dr. 
Franklin*    Be  pleased  to  assure  him  of  my  regard  and 
esteem,  of  which  also  believe  you  have  no  little  share. 
"  I  am,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely  yours,  &c. 

"  John  Jay." 

^'to  silas  dbane. 

<«  Madrid,  1ft  November,  1780. 

^  Dear  Deane, 

**  If  my  regard  for  my  friends  be  measured  by  the  length 
of  the  letters  I  write  them,  I  confess  they  have  often  reason 
to  complain,  especially  as  constant  attention  to  matters 
of  public  concern  leaves  me  little  leisure  for  that  pleasing 
method  of  employing  one's  vacant  hours.  Not  many  days 
have  passed  since  I  wrote  you  a  letter  of  more  than  mode- 
rate length ;  and  if  I  could  indulge  my  inclination,  you  would 
read  much  of  my  writing.    There  are  many  subjects,  both 
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tnleresting  and  otherwise,  on  which  I  should  be  glad  to  con- 
Terse  with  you,  either  on  paper  or  in  person ;  but  the  former 
is  seldom  in  my  power,  for  the  reason  I  have  mentionei.  -^j 
Could  I  transport  myself  for  a  few  hours  to  Passy,  wb  " 
should  soon  tind  ourselves  in  a  situation  similar  to  that 
we  were  often  in  at  Mrs.  House's  in  1775.  Letters  cannot 
effect  this ;  a  multiplicity  of  circumstances  must  neceeaarily 
be  stated  and  combined.  Besides,  I  perceive  that  you 
neither  know  my  situation  respecting  certain  individuals, 
nor  I  yours.  I  am  convinced  that  we  liave  the  same  regard 
for  each  other  as  before.  You  will  be  of  tlie  same  opiiuon 
if  Providence  should  again  give  us  an  occasion  of  convers- 
ing. These  are  no  times  to  bid  adieu  to  politics ;  while 
you  can  be  useful  in  them,  don't  restrain  your  pen  from 
those  subjects.  If  ever  you  and  I  should  talk  these  matters 
over,  you  will  think  my  letters  less  reprehensible. 

"  The  captain  of  a  vessel  lately  arrived  at  Cadiz  &om 
North  Carolina,  says  our  paper  was  appreciating  there. 
The  King  of  Spain  has  offered  us  his  responsibility  to  facili- 
tate a  loan,  and  I  am  in  a  fair  way  of  having  some  clothing 
for  our  army.  These  circumstances  will  give  you  pleasure, 
I  am  sure.  The  slate  of  America  I  admit  to  be  a  serious 
matter ;  but  I  still  think  it  will  terminate  well,  though  it  may 
be  scorched  by  the  ordeal  through  which  it  is  to  pass :  of 
this  you  know  more  than  I  do,  and  therefore  can  belter 
judge.  France  had  better  be  cautious.  I  believe  firmly 
the  old  adage,  th7  utile,  nisi  quod  honestum  ;  and  therefore 
before  politicians  and  others  deviate  from  integrity,  they 
should  well  consider  the  consequences.  ]  see  very  clearly 
that  in  the  instance  alladed  to  repentance  would  soon 
follow,  and  not  only  prove  ineffectual,  but  severe.  In  a 
word,  my  friend,  as  to  all  these  affairs,  I  believe  that  awise 
And  good  Being  governs  this  world,  thai  he  has  ordered  \a 
to  travel  through  jt  to  a  better  one,  and  that  we  have 
nothing  but  our  duty  to  do  on  the  journey,  which  will  not 
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be  t  kmg  one.  Let  ns  therefinre  travel  on  with  spirits  and 
cfaeerfiilnessy  without  grumhlipg  much  at  the  bad  roads, 
bad  inns,  or  bad  company  we  may  be  obliged  to  put  up 
with  on  the  way.  Let  us  enjoy  prosperity  when  we  haye 
il»  and  in  adversity  endeavoor  to  be  patient  and  resigned, 
without  being  lazy  or  insensible* 

^  I  cannot  approve  of  ,yonr  ceasing  to  reflect  on  certain 
sobject8«  The  more  you  reflect  on  them  the  better  in  my 
opinion ;  upon  the  same  foincii^  that  it  is  better  to  meet 
and  reduce  one's  enenues,  than  submit  to  their  bondage,  or 
ivroain  exposed  to  repeated  injuries. 
*  ''Mrs.  Jay  and  the  colcmel' desire  me  to  make  their  com- 
pliinents  to  yon. 

**  I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly, 

^  Your  firiend  and  servant, 

«*  Jour  Jay." 

.  The  draught  of  the  last  letter  contains  the  following  pa** 
sage,  yiAiich,  from  a  line  drawn  across  it,  appears  to  Imve 
been  omitted  in  tha  copy,  probably  from  its  apparent 
^tism :  it  is  imporfamt  lb  explaining  the  great  governing 
principle  of  Mr.  Jay's  life. 

**  Your  country  has  been  ungratefoi,  you  say — admit  it. 
I  have  done  nothing  but  serve  my  country  for  these  six 
]rears  past,  and  that  most  faithfully.  But  I  confess  that  I 
did  it,  and  am  still  doing  it,  as  much  and  more  for  my  own 
'  flake  as  for  theirs ;  that  is,  because  I  thought  and  think  it. 
my  duty :  without  doing  which  I  know  I  cannot  please  my 
Milker  and  get  to  heaven.  Provided  Hb  is  satisfied  with 
my  conduct,  the  mistaken  opinions  of  others  cannot  deprive 
me  of  happiness." 

Mr.  Jay  laboured,  but  in  vain,  to  induce  the  Spanish 
court  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  a  treaty.  His  advances 
w^re  met  with  coldness,  and  various  pretexts  were  made 
for  delay.    At  length,  on  the  18th  May,  ha  had  the  mot^^ 
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tiRcation  of  learning  by  a  private  letter  from  America,  that 
Congress  had,  on  the  15th  of  the  preceding  February, 
resolved  to  instruct  him,  no  longer  to  insist  on  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  below  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  United  States.  This  resolution  was  introduced  by  the 
delegates  from  Virginia,  and  assented  to  by  all  the  Southern 
Stales,  with  the  exception  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Jay 
became  well  assured  that  these  new  instructions  were 
known  to  the  Spanish  minister,  and  to  the  French  ambassa- 
dor at  Madrid  ;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  he  himself 
received  no  official  notice  of  them  till  the  11th  July  follow- 
ing, when  the  Spanish  secretary  of  stale  placed  in  his  hands 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  announcing  the 
altered  resolution  of  that  body.  The  despatch  had  been 
imprudently  lodged  in  the  post-ofSce  by  the  person  to  whose 
care  it  had  been  intrusted.  From  the  post-office  it  had 
been  sent  to  the  minister,  who  did  not  think  proper  to  de- 
liver it  till,  as  the  appearance  of  the  packet  manifested, 
he  had  opened  it,  and  made  himself  acquainted  with  its 
contents. 

Mr.  Jay  now  again  urged  the  negotiation,  and  presented 
the  minister  with  the  plan  of  a  treaty;  one  article  of  which 
relinquished  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi ;  accompanied  by  a  declaration  made  on 
his  own  responsibility,  that  should  the  proposed  treaty  not 
be  concluded  before  a  general  peace,  the  United  States 
were  not  to  be  bound  by  their  present  offer  to  surrender 
the  navigation. 

But  if  Mr,  Jay  was  surprised  and  mortified  by  his 
instructions  respecting  the  Mississippi,  those  emotions  were 
far  more  strongly  excited  by  receiving  from  Congress  cer- 
tain instructions,  which  accompanied  commissions,  autho> 
rizing  him  in  conjunction  with  others  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions for  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  accept  of  the 
mediation  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  and  the  Emperor  of 
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tbe  following  letter.-  »  • 

...••*        ••    *    '        • »    ■         '        ' 

..^TO.TSB  fBMBSDmm  OP  QOKOVO^ 

'^  •       /  « St  Ddefonio;  SOtti  8«pL,  1781. 

..■'"Sm,  . ..   '   .  -      .  . 

^  Your.ejic^Ueiicy's  favour  of  the  5th  Jidy  pa«t»  with  ihe 
papers-  therewith  enclpsed,  were*  delivered  to.  ipQ  Oi|-the, 
i2Qth  ult,  by  Major  Franks,  whom  the  procrastination  of  the 
lY^nister  stiU .obliges  me  to  detain.  •  v. 

,  ^  The  pew  ^mmissions  with,  whidii  Congf^s  hav0  hMir 
oured  me,  argue  a.  degreer  of  confidence  which  demands  my 
wam^st'acknowledgments.;  and.whicli,  so  fiur  as  it  WBJ 
h^  founded  on  an  dpinion  of  my  zeal  a^d  integrity,  Ibqr 
may  be  as9ured  will  not  prove  misplaced*  ' 

'^  At  th€j.  commencement  of  the  present  troubles  I  deter* 
mined  to  deyot^e  myself,  during  the  continuance  of  tbem^  to 
the.  service  of  my  country,  in  any  station  in  whicb  she 
might  thinL  it.  proper  to  plape  me.  ^Ins  resolution,  for  the 
first  time,  now  embarrasses  me.  I  kpaw  it  to.  be  my  dii^, 
jEus  a  public  servant,  to  be  guided  *by  my  own  judgment  oqly 
ii^ matters  referred  to  my  discretion;  and,  in  <rther  ca^eSt 
fiedthfully  to  execute  ifiy  instructions  without  questioning 
.tfae^pobcy  of  them.  But  ther^  is  one  among  thosp  w^icb 
accompany 'the  .commissions,  whioh  occasions  ^ensations^ 
never  befo|^  experienced,  ap(i  induces  me  to  wi3h  that  ipy 
name  Had  been,  omitted. 

^  Sq  far  as  personal  pride  and  reluctance  to  humiliation 
may  render  this  appointment  disagreeable,  I  view  it  as  a 
very  unimportant  circumstance ;  and  should  Congress,  on 
any  occasion,  think  it  for  the  public  good  to  place  me  in  a 
station  inferior  and  subordinate  to  the  one  I  jiow  hold,  they 
will  find  me  ready  to  descend  firom  the  one,  and  cheerfi^ly 
undertake  the  duties  of  the  other.  My  ambition  will  always 
be  more  gratified  in  being  uscfiil  than  conspicuous ;  for,  in 
my  opinion,  the  solid  dignity  of  a  man  depends  less  on  the 

VOL.  I. R 


ft 

119  .  v^  MP  jMii'  sjon 

§ 

.  •  •  • 

knghl  or  0KUM  of  tt9  sphet^ldlottiMl  to  iriniy'tbBii  os  fhf 

maimer  in  wbie]|;iiie  may.!fulfil  tfae^utiesiif  it'  *   -  -. 

^  Butyiiry  as  an  A^ierican,  f&eh  ah  iix^rest*  i&  the  di^ 
iQtj  of  my  eoimtiy^  which  raoden  it  iBffl^sidt  for  jne  to, 
rdcondk  tATseif  to  tbd  idea  of  the  sovereign  iiidef&tdi&A 
States  of  America  submhtiiu;,  in'tl^  persons  of  jtfaeirmikP 
ist^rs,  to  be  absohitely  gOreitied  by.^AeVftieid^  and  dpdiiois 
of' the  servants  of  wother  !Soveieign,  espeeially  jn  a  eM 
of  subh  hationpd'knpoitailp^'  '  .  '  ".  '. .  .'  .  :\  ■ 
'.  ^Tha^  grtitiliKle  and^^ccMafid^iice^are'diie'to'oaralliesM 
not  to  be  qtiestiofied ;  and  tbiit  it?wili*pi^QbaUy  be.  iii*th0r 
power  of  France  rim6afr to-dictat&the  teonprof  peace  for  os^ 
ii^  bat  too  true.  Thiat  -such  "exirs^oirdinaty 'extent  of  cbofi^ 
Ifence  mo]^  stimulate  our'  allies  to'the  highest  $ffi>rts  fyf  a 
generous  fiiendsliip- iif  our  ftTouri  Is  not  to  be  denied')  and 
thattJkts  tnsffvcfioit. receives  sbbie^ppearance  of  policy 
fimt  this  coinideratk>n,  niay  be  admitt^ 
."  **  I  must;  nQverthelfesSf  take  the  liberty  of  cdbiserving,*  that 
however  our  situation  may,  in  the  opinion  of  Coi^feds,  )re4-> 
der  it  necessary  to  relax  their  demands  on  every  side,  hnd 
eveQ.to  direct'  their  comtnissioners  ultimately  to  concur  0! 
nothing  better  can  be  done)  in  &my  peace  t>r  truce  not  sub-- 
vecsive  of  our  independence,  .which  Kranoe  may  be  detekw 
mined  to  accede  to,  yet  that  this  instruction,  besides  breath^ 
ingadegree  6(  complacency  not  quite  republican,  puts  it 
out  of  the  power  of  your  ministers  to  improve  thos^  chancer 
and  opportunities  which/  in  ibe  course  of  htmian  .affairs, 
happen  -more  or  lesa  irequeiitly  unto  all  .'men.  Nor  is  it 
clear  that  America;  thus  casting  herself  into  the  arms  of  the 
King  of  France,''will  advance-either  her  interest  or  reputa^ 
tion  with  that  or  other  hatiooils.      • 

**  What  the  sentiments  jof  my  C(^kagues  on  this  occasion 
may  be,  I  do  not  as  yet  know  $  nor  can  I  foresee  how  fiur  the 
negotiation^  of  the  ensuing  winter  may  call  for  the  execu- 
tion of  this  commission.  *  Thus  circumstanced,  and  at  such 
a  distance  from  America,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  decline 


dn0  ai^^^tment'  I  wiO,  tberefoie»  do  my  best  endeavdun 
to  iiilfil  Uml  ezpecCatioDS  of  Cqogrear  on  thk'  subjeot ;  but  as 
formy  own  part,  I  thmk  it  improbabie  that  serious  negotiar 
tuHia  for  peaee  wiUrsooa  take  glace,i  mustijentFeat  Congresi 
to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  rebeviog  me  from  a  ftatioa 
wfaere^  in  icharacter  of  their,  ministert  I  must  ne6essairiiy 
receive  and  db^'(under  tlie  niame  of  djMnumi)  the  direo 
lions  c^  those  oa  whom  I  really  Xhink  no  American  minister 
ought  to  be  dependf^nt,  and  te  wbom,*  in  leve  for  our  cquntry, 
and  zeal  for  her  service,  I  an^  sure*  that  my  colleagues  and 
n^if  are  a^  least  equal 

^  rhare  the  honour  to  be, -&c . 

-    ^JoBv  JaT«r. 

.    ' .  .   ■'     -'      ^        .  ... 

*  *  It  may  hotbe  unintereilting  to  trace  the  causes  which  led 
CpAgress  to  assent  to  an  instruction  that  couhL  both  prompt 
and  Justify  such -a  letter.  '  • 

By  the  teeaty  of  alliance  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  each  party  was  bound  not  to  conclude  either  a  'peace 
or  a  truce  wit!i  the  common  enemy  withoot  the'con^nt  of 
the  other  j'aiid;  they  mutually  engaged  not  to  Jay.  dowB 
their -arms  until  the  independence  of  the  latter  Imd  been  forw 
mally  or  tacitly  assured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  which 
should  terminate  the  wan    ' 

Frahce  had,  of  course,  her  own  objects  in  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain ;  and  as  the  separation  .of  the  colonies 
from  the  mother  country  tended  to  further  these  objects, 
she  laboured  sincerely  and  zealously  to  effect  th>0  separa- 
tion. But  after  she  had  obtained  the  objects  for  which  she 
had  gone  to  war,  it  would  'have  been  inconvenient  for  her 
to  have  continued  the  contest  solely  for  the  benefit  of  her 
American  allies.  She  was  restrained  no,  less  by  inclination 
than  by  treaty  from  making  peace  till  the  independence  of 
the  colonies  was  secured;  but  it  was  possible  that  the 
United  States  might  prefer  claims  beyond  mere  independ- 
ence, which  Great  Britain  might  refuse  to  allow,  and  it  was 


Id4  unr  <Nr  jobv-jat. 

'  the  policy  of  Franee  tolavoid;  on  th6  c«ie  luuld,  a  l»ttuJi  of 
the  fidth  she.  had  plighted  to  America,  and;  on  the  othei:,  a 
cOQtiAuance  of  the  war  .for  objeiets  in  vdnch  she  had  no 
interest  Hence  It  became  verjr'ilxiportant  to  France  td 
la^ve  libe  po^jrer  of  oootrolling  fhie  negotiadoQ  of  thb  Ain^ 
ican  dlaims,  that  they  might  not  protract  the  war  after  die 
herself  was  ready  fer  peace.  But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed^ 
^diat  this  Was  the  only  consideration  that  could  render  ^udi 
a  power  dearable  to  the  IV^nch  court 
.  Tte  ultimate  independence  of  America  was  noW  plajced- 
beyond  a  doiib^  and  France  was  naturalljr  anxious  to  ren- 
der subservient  to  her  Interest  an  ally  jn  whose'  cause  she 
had  expended  so  mpch  blood  and  treasure^  The  United 
States,  with  contracted  boundaries^  excluded  fr(^  the  Gulf 
iff  Mexico,  imd  denied  all  partiolpatimi  in  the  fisheries,  and 
irritated  with, England,  would  be  ihore  likely  to  assume  tfa^ 
character  of  a  fumble  satellite  to  the  house  of  Bourbon, 
revdvtng  within  its  sj^re,  and  cbntvolled  by  its  influence, 
thw  i£  elevated  tp  the  rank  of  a  powerful  empire,  and 
reconciled  with*  Ghreat  Britain  by  a  liberal  and  equitable 
treaty.  Fir^ce  seems,  to  have  been  early,  'as  Well  as 
steadily  influenced  by  views  Uke  these.  In  1779,  Congress - 
were  engaged  in  discussing  the  Conditions  of  peace  proper 
to  be  proposed.    The  ultimata  st^gg^sted  were : 

1st  The  acknowledgment  of  th^  indepepdence  of  the 
Unit^  States  by  Great  Britain, />rmoi£«  to  any  treaty  or 
negotiation  for  peace. 
.  2d.  That  the  Mississippi  should  be  tl|e  western  boundary. 

8d.  A  participation  in  the  fisheries. 

4di.  The  navigation,  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  southern 
boundary,  and  a  port  below  it*  • 

While  this  subject  was  under  discussion,  the  Frendi 
minister  at  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Gerard,  submitted  to  Con- 
greis  a  written  memorial,  in  which  he  gave  them  to  under- 

■ 
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itand  that  Britain  would  probably  refuse  a  formal  iu^know- 
ledgment  of  their  ihdependehce,  aihd  reminded  them  that, 
**  to  this  day,  Genoa  and  the  Swiss  Cantons  hav^  obtained 
no  renunciation,  nor  acknowledgment,  either  tacit  or  formal, 
from  their  former  sovereigns,  but  they  enjoy  their  sove- 
reignty and'  independence  only  under  the  gtuxrantee  of 
France.*^  -        '        4 

Theise  remarks  were,  doubtless,  aimed  at  the  first  of  the 
proposed  ultimata.  That  condi6o|Q,  it  was  apprehepd^d, 
might  ^protract  the  war  longer  than  would  be  convenient 
to  France ;  and  it  Vould  not,  probably,  have  been  displeas- 

t 

hig  to  that  court  should  the  United  State's,  like  Genoa  and 
the  Swiss  Cantons,  ksive  consented  to  enjoy  their  inde- 
pendence under  its  guarantee.  He,  moreover,  urged  tipon 
Congress,  that  **  it  was*  important  to  provide,  that  difficul- 
ties of  this  nature,  which  reside  merely  in  wordsy  should 
not  delay  or'  prevent  America  from 'enjoying  the  thing 
itself."  He  next  adverted  to  "  the  manifest  and  striking 
necessity  of  enabling  Spain,  by  the  determination  of  just 
and  moderate  terms^  to  press  upon  Ei^Iand  with  her  good 
offices,  and  to  bring  her  mediation  to  an  issue.^  This  w'as 
a  hint  to  Congress  as  to  their  !&d  aiid  4th  ultimata.  Con- 
gress, however,  at  this  time  remained  firm,  and  unani- 
mously concurred  in  the  instructions  to  be.  given  to  the 
minister  to  be  appointed  to  conduct  the. negotiations  for 
peace.  These  instructions  required  that  Great  Britain 
should  treat  with  the  United  States  as  a  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent nation,  and  they  insisted  that  the  Mississippi 
should  be  the  western  boundary.  The  condition  relating 
to  the  fisheries  was  omitted,  but  Congress  at  die  same  time 
passed  a  declaratory  resolution,  that  any  future  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  molest  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  in  the  exercise  of  their  right  to  the 
fisheries,  should  be  a  cause  for  war. 

In  all  other  matters  not  provided  for  by  the  instructions, 
the  minister  was  to  be  governed  **  by  the  advice  of  our 
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aDieii  byyour  kaowledge  ixf  our  inteirests,  mid!  iy  ywr  dim 
diforetiofii  t    . 

'  The  ultimata  agreed  on  by.  Congress,  and  the  qualified 
reference  of  their  minister  to  the  advice  of  their  allies,  did 
not  comport  with  the  views  of  the  French  court'  That 
court  *  appointed  Count  Luzerne  to  succeed  Mr^Gerar^; 
and  on  the  25th  January,  1780,  the  new.  minister  requested 
a  conference  with  Congress.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  receive  his  communications ;  and  they  reported  that  tha 
count  was  ordered  by  his  government  to  inform  Coqgress 
of  certain  points  which  Spain  deem^d  of 'great  importanca»  ' 
and  OA  Which  it  was  necessary  that  Congress  should  ea^ 
pUdtly  explain  themselves,  viz..        ^ 

1st  That  the  territories  of  the  United  States. (sxtabded 
no  farther  west  than  the  Umits  to  which  setdements  wen 

rrmitted  by  the  royal  proclamation  of  1.768. 
2dlyk  That  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  navigate 
4he  Mississippi,  having  no  territory 'adjoifnng  any  pari  of 
the  river. 

3dly.  That  Spain  will  probably  cbnquer  tb/e  Floridas^ 
and  intends  holding  them. 

4thly.  That  the  territory  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missis 
sippi  belongs  to  Great  Britain,  and  will  probably  be  coi^ 
quered.  by  Spain ;  and  the  minister  thei^fore  advised  Con- 
greto  to  restrain  (he  southern  States  firom  making  any  settle 
ments  or  conquests  in  that  territory. 
'  Count  Luzerne  likewise  intimated  for  the  information  of 
Congress,  that  France  could  not  regard  the  independence  of 
the  Uflited  States  as  free  Jrom  dangar  untiLthey  were  united 
in  ainity  with  Spain.^ 

These  extmordinary  communication^  led  Congress  to 
perceive  that  France  did  not  intend  to  countenance  them 
in  their  claim  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  doubt- 
less induced  them  to  order  Mr.  Jay  to  abandon  it  Al- 
thougti  this  interference  of  France  in  behalf  of  Spain  did 

*  S«ciiet  Jooraal  of  Congreif. 
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fiot'Ooiiicide  with  the  frequent  and  strong  declarations  of 
h^  regard,  for  the  rights  and  interests  of  her  American 
allies,  it  Was  not  unnaturali  and  ought  not  to  have,  been  unex- 
pected* The  two  courts  were  allied  by  a  oonunpn  interest 
a|id  a  ccMnmon  religion,  as  well  as  by  the  ties  of  c<>nsanguin- 
ity,  and  of -the  Family  Compact*  That  under  these  circum- 
stances;fVance  should  have  lent  the  wdght  of  her.  influence 
to  .the  ckdms  of  a  branch  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  rather 
Chan  to  those  of  a  distant  poople,  in  whom- she  had  become 
interested  only  by  recent  political  occurrences;  and  whose 
language,  religion,  and  manners  were  all  alien  to  her  own» 
was  no  otherwise  a  just  cause  of  <x>mplaint  than  that  the 
preference,  instead  of  being  frankly  and  honestly  avpwed, 
was  masked  by  insincere  professions,  and  its  objects  pur- 
sued by  indirect  and  disingenuous  means. 

Ck)unt  Luzerne,  having  succeeded  in  persuading  Congress 
to  reflinquish  their  claim  to  the  Mississippi,  made  a  further 
trial  of  their  submissiveness.  On  the  26th  May,  1781,*  ba 
informed  Congress  that  the  Empress. of  Russia,  and  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  l>ad  olST^red'  their  mediation  for  a 
peace,  and  that  as  the  manner  of  conducting  the  negotiatidn, 
the  extent  of  the  powers  to  be  granted  to  the  American 
plenipotentiary,  and  the  use  to  be  made  of  them,  as  well  as 
the  confidence  th^t  ought  lo  be  reposed  in  the  king's  minis- 
ters, were  subjects  which  should  be  fully  discussed  with  a 
committee,  he  asked  Congress  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
confer  with  him. 

This  arrogant  demand  was  acceded  to.  The  committee 
appointed  for  this  purpose  reported  to  Congress,  that  the 
minister  disapproved  Of  their  late  nomination  of  a  minister 
to  Russia ;  that  he  complained  4hat  Mr.  Adams,  who  was 
then  in  Europe  with  a  commission  from  Congress  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  of  peace,  assumed  the  right  under  that  com- 
mission of  treating  with  England ;  and  that  the  count  was 
desirous  that  Congress  should  draw  a  line  <^  conduct  for 
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thai  lOiiuurtery  of.  which  be  might  pot  be  fipnniftted  to  lorn. 
fljgfaty'aiid  would  order  him,  with  respect  to  the  maxuier  of 
ezecutiiig his io^BtructioiiBy ^  toirecewe  hit  directions  Jromihs 
CimiitdeVergenneSftn'frtnntkeper^tmwh^  ' 

yntkthenegotkaicnintiienameoftheking.^  Healsoaddedv 
that  in  the  opinion  of  Count  Vergennes,  it  is  of  great'import- 
woce  thatthese instructions  be  given  as  soon  a^posriUe'to 
Mr.  Adams.  .       .•-    * 

On  the  ^|Ui  of  June;  after  much  discussion,  Congreta 
agreed  on  new  instructions  to  Mr.  Adams ;  in  which'  they '. 
forbear  insisting  on  any  other  ultimata  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  but  independence,  and  .the  obsejrv^ce  of  existing 
treaties  with  IVance.  The  instructions  concluded  ai  fol- 
lows :  **  You  are  to  make  the  most  cididid  and  confidentiu 
ccNumunications  upon  all  subjects  to  the  ministers  of  oof 
generous  tdly  "the  King  of, France ;  to  undertake  nothii^  is 
the  negotiatioil^  forr peace  or  truce, without  their  know^... 
ledge  or  coiictBT^nee ;  and  to  .make  them  sensiililie  hoii;! 
much  we  rely  upon  his  majesty'a  influence  for  eieetiidtc 
support  in  every  thing  that  rnay  be  necessary  to  liit 
present  security,  or  future  prosperity  pf  the  United  Stately  , 
of  America.**  .A^ 

The  conmtiittee  fibready  mentioned  now  recommendal- 
that  some  person  clipuld  b^  associated  with  Mr.  Adanto  in ' 
the  negotiation.  This  recommendation  was,  no  doiib^ 
suggested  by  the  count,  who  had  conferred  with  the  cbn»i 
mittee,  and  who  dreaded  the  well  known  independent  chai^ 
acter  of  Mr.  Adams.  Congress,  however,  thinking  they 
had  already  carried  their  complaisance  far  enough^  refused 
at 'first  to  appoint  additional  conmussioners,  but  ordered  the 
committee  to  communicate  ix^  confidence  the  new  instnx> 
tions  to  Count  Luzerne.  It  was,  no  doubt,  supposed  that 
tkese  instructions  would  not  only  receive  the  approbation 
and  applause  of  the  French  minister,  but  would  remove 
whatever  apprehension  he  or  his  court  might  have  enter- 
tained of  the  unbending  patriotism  of  Mr.  Adams,  left  as 
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he  was  by  the  first  iiutructions  to  the  guidance  of  his  ^  own 
discretion." 

The  sorprisfe  and  mortification  of  Congress  may  be  easily 
conceived  when  they  learned  from  their  committee,  that 
the  arrogance  of  their  powerful  ally  demanded  further  sac- 
rifices of  national  honour  and  independence.  They  had 
submitted  to  the  French  minister  the  instroctions  recently 
adopted ;  and  now  proposed  the  insertion  in  them  of  the 
foUowing  words,  riz.  **  and  ultimately  to  gov*n  yourself 
by  their  (the  ministers  of  the  King  of  France)  advice  and 
opinion :"  thus  making  the  American  negotiator  a  mere 
puppet,  to  be  played  at  pleasure  by  Count  Vergennes. 
Astonishing  as  it  may  seem,  only  three  States  in  Congress, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut,  voted 
against  this  prdMration  of  their  country  at  the  footstool  of 
a  despotic  prince.*  Having  thus  surrendered  the  whole 
negotiation  into  the  hands  of  the  French  cabinet.  Congress 
no  longer  thought  it  worth  while  to  insist  on  their  original 
appointment  of  Mr.  Adams;  and  as  Count  Vergennes 
wished  other  tocAs  to  work  with,  they  proceeded  to  associate 
Mr.  Jay,  Dr.  Frazddin,  Mr.  Jefllerson,  and  Mr.  Laurens 
with  Mr.  Adams,  as  ministers  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate 
a  peace. 

We  thus  find  that  the  instructions  which  excited  Mr. 
Jay's  indignation  were  virtually  dictated  by  a  foreign 
minister,  and  for  the  express  and  obvious  purpose  of  sacri- 
ficing the  essential  interests  of  the  United  States  to  the 
views  of  the  two  branches  of  the  house  of  Bourbon ;  and 
that  he  himself  owed  his  appointment  to  the  jealousy  enter- 
tained by  the  French  court  of  the  independence  of  Mr. 
Adams.    Happily  for  his  country,  his  patriotism  induced 

*  The  memben  in  the  negative  were  Metfn.  Lovell  and  Ward,  from 
Maeaachusetta ;  Mr.  Vamum,  from  Rhode  laland;  Mesara.  Huntingdon, 
Ellsworth,  and  Sherman,  from  Connecticut;  Mesars.  Montgomery  and 
Smith,  from  Pennsylvania ;  and  Mr.  Bland,  from  Virginia,  fio  delegate 
from  New-Tork  was  present. — Secret  Journal  of  Congress, 
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him  both  to  accept  the  humiliating  commission  and  to  burst     i 
the  bonds  with  which  It  was  fettered.  , 

But  although  the  French  minister  had  found  a  majority 
in  Congress  subservient  to  his  wishes,  it  must  not  be  sup-    I 
posed  that  all  were  blind  to  the  subtle  poUcy  of  France,  or    | 
satisfied  with  the  sacrifices  that  had  been  made  to  it. 

A  few  days  after  the  inatructiona  were  voted,  Mr.  Gouver- 
neur  Morria  addresaed  a  letter  to  his  friend,  from  which  it 
will  be  perceived  what  a  strong  sense  of  disgust  the  late 
conduct  of  Congress  had  excited. 

"  TO   MB.   JAY, 

■' Fbiisdclphis,  17(h  June,  17SI. 
"  Dear  Jay,  , 

"  Although  I  believe  myself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  1 
you,  yet  1  cannot  tell  whether  I  ought  to  congratulate  or 
condole  with  you  on  your  late  appointment.  Ere  this 
reaches  you,  you  will  have  learned,  that  you  are  on  the  part 
of  this  country  one  of  five  to  negotiate  peace ;  so  far  you 
are  something :  but  when  you  come  to  find  by  your  instruc- 
tions that  you  must  ultimately  obey  the  dictates  of  the 
French  miniater,  I  am  sui^  there  is  something  in  your 
bosom  wluch  will  revolt  at  the  servility  of  the  situation. 
To  have  relaxed  on  all  sides,  to  have  given  up  all  things, 
might  easily  have  been  expected  fi'om  those  minds  which,  ■ 
softened  by  wealth  and  debased  by  fear,  are  unable  to  gain 
and  unworthy  to  enjoy  the  bicasings  of  freedom.  But  that 
the  proud  should  prostitute  the  very  bttle  dignity  this  pow 
country  was  possessed  of,  would  be  indeed  astonishing,  if 
we  did  not  know  the  near  alliance  between  pride  and  mean- 
ness :  men  who  have  too  little  spirit  to  demand  of  their 
constituents  that  they  do  their  duly,  who  have  sufficient 
humihty  to  beg  a  paltry  pittance  at  the  hands  of  any  and 
every  sovereign,  such  men  will  always  be  ready  to  pay  the 
price  which  vanity  shall  demand  from  the  vain.  Do  1  not 
luiow  you  well  enough  to  believe  that  you  will  not  act  in 
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this  new  capacity?  I  think  I  do;  and  therefore  I  will 
express  my  concern  that  you  must  decline  the  honour,  if 
that  name  can  be  applied  to  such  offices.  Decline,  how- 
ever, with  decency,  though  with  dignity.  I  mean  always 
if  no  alteration  takes  place,  which  shall  be  done  if  I  can 
effectuate  it,  though  I  almost  despair. 

**  No  other  (Congress  will  surrender  all,  as  this  has,  to  an 
ally.    I  am  more  moved  on  this  occasion  than  I  ever  have 
been,  and  therefore  it  is  possible  I  may  be  mistaken  ;  but  I 
think  so  strong,  so  deep  an  impression  cannot  be  false. 
^  Remember  me  properly,  and  believe  me, 

**  Yours, 

'^  GOUVEBNEUB  MoBMSbJ* 

The  intercourse  between  Congress  and  its  servants  abroad 
had  hitherto  been  carried  on  through  its  president ;  but  in 
the  latter  part  of  1781,  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs  was 
established,  and  Chancellor  Livingston  of  New- York  was 
placed  at  its  head,  and  became  the  medium  of  all  commu- 
nications from  foreign  ministers  to  Congress.  Mr.  Jay  had, 
however,  little  information  of  an  agreeable  nature  to  trans- 
mit to  his  old  friend.  His  domestic  happiness  had  indeed 
received  an  accession  in  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  but  his 
negotiation  still  continued  a  fruitful  source  of  solicitude  and 
embarrassment  In  the  month  of  March,  his  acceptances 
exceeded  the  amount  promised  by  Spain,  by  $100,000.  In- 
duced by  repeated  although  indefinite  promises  of  aid,  he 
had  continued  to  accept  every  bill  as  it  was  presented. 
After  the  minister  had  advanced  about  $150,000,  a  banker 
in  the  confidence  of  the  government  offered  to  provide  funds 
to  pay  all  the  remaining  acceptances,  on  the  promise  of 
repayment  by  the  court  within  ten  or  twelve  months. 
When  this  offer  was  made,  the  Spanish  minister  probably 
intended  to  save  the  American  credit ;  but  when  the  bills 
became  due,  another  course  of  policy  was  adopted.  The 
offer  was  acceded  to  by  the  court,  when  the  banker. 


at  the  insligatioii  of  the  minister  himself,  as  there  is  rea- 
Bon  to  believe,  inBisled  upon  other  terms  of  repayment 
by  the  government,  and  thus  afforded  them  a  pretext  for 
withholding  their  guarantee  from  tlie  proposed  loan.  This 
act  of  perfidy  reduced  Mr.  Jay,  on  the  10th  March,  to  the 
mortifying  necessity  of  protesting  the  bills  still  unpaid,  and 
thus  for  a  time  to  annihilate  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
in  Europe. 

But  tliia  mortification  was  happily  of  short  continuance ; 
for  ten  days  after  tfie  protest,  he  received  information  from 
Dr.  Franklin  of  a  subsidy  granted  by  France,  and  permis- 
sion to  draw  upon  him  for  the  amount  necessary  to  redeem 
all  tlie  bills  then  due.  Thus  had  he  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing the  credit  of  his  country  restored,  and  his  own  appa- 
rently rash  conduct  justiiied  by  the  event. 

Mr.  Jay's  continued  residence  in  Spain  now  afforded  bo 
r  prospect  of  usefulness  to  his  country.     Although  treated 

r  with  great  personal  civility,  he  was  not  acknowledged  in 

L  his  pubUc  character,  nor  did  he  see  any  probability  of  form- 

ing any  other  treaty  with  Spain  than  such  as  might  be 
extorted  from  the  necessities  of  America.     Thus  situated, 
[  it  must  have  been  With  nu  small  satisfaction  that  he  receivodt 

[  early  in  May,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  pressing  him  to 

V  repair  to  Paris,  to  assist  in  the  negotiations  fir  peace,  whicb 

the  Dr.  believed  would  soon  be  opened.  With  liis  usual 
promptitude,  lie  obeyed  the  summons  in  a  few  d  n  s,  and, 
abandoning  a  field  in  which  his  labours  had  produced  but 
little  fruit,  he  entered  another,  in  which  he  gathered  for  bit 
country  an  abundant  harvest. 

Shortly  before  his  departm-e  from  Spain,  he  received 
from  Dr.  Franklin  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Deano 
to  a  friend  in  America,  representing  the  American  cause  u 
desperate,  and  recommending  an  immediate  rcconcihatioa 
with  Great  Britain,  The  tetter  had  been  intercepted  and 
published  by  the  English.  Mr.  Jay,  who,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  was  on  friendly  terms  with  Deane,  had 
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pended  his  portrait  in  hii  parlour  at  Madrid ;  but, 
receiving  this  evidence  of  his  apostacyi  he  took  down  the 
picture  and  threw  it  into  the  fire,  and  ever  after  showed 
great  reluctance  to  speak  of  the  original. 


L 


CHAPTER  VI. 

1782-4. 

The  French  Court  endenvouri  lo  prepiire  Coapett  tot  ihe  Abandaiunent  of 
their  ClBimB — Mr.  Jaj  arriveR  in  Paria — The  SpanUh  AmbaiMdor  withta 
U  >ie|Dtisle  wiih  him — The  Clilmi  or  Spain  countenuic«l  bjr  France — 
Mr  hj  tefuiei  lo  Irest  with  Count  Aruida  wiihaut  finl  (eetng  hia 
pDwsra — Anecdnui  of  Count  Aranda — Mr.  Oawuld.  the  Britiib  Com- 
miisioner,  onivea— Mr.  Jhv  mruac*  lo  Iresl  wilh  him  till  AmBriciui  In- 
dependence ia  BcknowleJ(;cd — Drnfta  a  now  CommiBaion  for  Mr.  Onrald 

French  Inlrigu»  to  defeil  theCloima  o(  Ihe  United  State*— Mr.  Jaj 

mend>B«CTeI  Agent  l<i  the  Britiah  Miniali; — Independence  acluowledged 
— Mr.  Jny  drafta  Preliminar]' Arliclei — Eitraot*  from  hia  Diary — Mr. 
Adami  artivoa — Dr.  Franklin'a  Conduct  and  Viewsei plained — Anecdotea 
of  French  Intri^e — Extracts  from  Mr.  Jaj'a  Correspondence — Signa 
Treaty  of  Peace — Viiita  England — ILcluma  to  France — Embatha  for 
America. 

The  French  government,  liaving  become  masters  of  the 
negotiations  for  peace  by  the  instructions  it  had  prevailed 
on  CoagKss  to  give  their  commissioners,  began  lo  prepare 
that  body  for  the  sacrifices  demanded  by  French  policy. 
The  court  of  Versailles,  wishing  to  keep  the  United  States 
dependent  solely  on  herself,  was  not  desirous  that  they 
should  form  European  alliances.  That  court  had  taken  no 
measures  to  facilitate  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Jay  to  form  a  treaty 
with  Spain.  It  had  expressed  to  Congress  its  disapproba- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  a  minister  to  Russia  ;  and  on 
the  21st  September,  1781,  the  French  minister  at  Philadel- 
phia Informed  Congress  that  Count  Vergennes  had  been 


', 


J 


L 


trIFB   OF  lORIf  MT. 

a(!vised  "  of  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Adama  to  display  his  i 
character  as  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Holland ;  that  I 
the  Duke  Vaugion  (French  ambassador  at  the  Hague)  gave  ] 
Mr.  Adams  no  assistance  on  that  occasion,  knowing  the 
application  would  have  no  favourable  influence.'"  Happily,  I 
however,  Mr.  Adama,  contrary  to  the  advice  and  wishes  of  ' 
the  French  ambassador,  demanded  and  obtained  from  Hol- 
land the  recognition  of  American  independence. 

On  the  23d  November,  1781,  the  French  minister  informed 
Congress,  "  that  the  king  accepted  with  pleasure  the  proofs 
which  Congress  have  given  him  of  their  confidence,  when 
they  intrusted  to  his  care  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
That  he  would  use  his  influence  and  credit  for  the  advantage 
of  his  allies,  whenever  a  negotiation  should  render  their 
interests  a  subject  of  discussion ;  that  if  he  did  not  obtain 
for  every  state  all  they  wished,  they  must   attribute   the 
sacrifice  he  might  be  compelled  to  make  of  his  inclinations 
to  the  tyrannic  rule  of  necessity."*     This  allusion  to  the 
wishes  of  the  several  States  undoubtedly  ad  reference  to 
the  fisheries  claimed  by  the  eastern,  and  the  navigation  of 
j  the  Mississippi,  claimed  by  the  southern  States, 
\      On  the  38th  January,  1782,  Count  Luzerne  communi- 
cated to  Congress  a  letter  from  Vergennes,  stating  that     \ 
"  France  wished  to  obtain  every  advantage  for  the  United 
States;  that  powers  at  war  must  often  be  governed  by 
circumstances ;  that  if  events  should  enable  her  to  com-    J 
mand  them,  the  United  States  might  depend  on  every  thing    ] 
she  could  obtain ;  that  her  political  system  depended,  not    I 
only  on  America,  but  on  the  other  powers  at  war ;  that  if 
France  should  continue  hostilities  merely  on   account  of 
America,  after  reasonable  terms  were  offered,  it  was  impo»- 
sible  to  say  what  the  event  might  be." 

On  the  24th  September,  1782,  the  French  minister  again 
laid  before  Congress  the  substance  of  several  letters  from   g 

'  Secnl  Joarnd  of  Congran. 
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Count  Vergeimes.  In  one  the  count  obienred  that  the  con- 
federacy would  be  crowned  '^with  success,  if  the  four 
powen  persisted  invariably  in  a  firm  attachment  to  their 
union ;  and  if  on  the  one  hand,  making  the  greatest  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  completest  satisfaction,  they  on  the 
other  hand  confined  themselves  toithin  such  bounds  of  mode' 
ratioHftu  togiveno  umbrage  toany  one  of  the  powers  atwar 
with  Great  Britain  .*"  or,  in  other  words,  if  the  United 
States  should  avoid  giving  umbrage  to  Spain,  by  surrender- 
ing their  claims  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to 
the  territory  between  that  river  and  the  Alleganies.  In 
another  letter  the  count  remarked,  **  that  when  n^otiations 
were  entered  into  with  sincerity,  the  king  woold  most 
readily  employ  his  good  oflices  in  support  of  the  United 
States,  in  all  points  relating  to  their  prosperity ;  that  Con* 
gress  were  themselves  sensible  of  the  distinction  between 
the  conditions  of  justice  and  rigour  and  those  of  convemiemce 
and  compliance  J  which  depended  on  the  good  or  bad  situation 
of  affairs ;  that  though  the  circumstances  of  the  allies  were 
Yery  promising,  such  events  might  happen  as  might  make  it 
advisable  to  adopt  thepart  ofmoderationJ* 

All  these  dark  and  ominous  hints  were  well  calculated  to 
excite  alarm  ;  and  Congress  discovered  too  late  that  they 
had  deputed  to  a  foreign  prince  that  control  over  the  con- 
ditions of  peace  which  their  constituents  had  confided  only 
to  themselves.  The  instructions  they  had  unhappily  been 
persuaded  to  give  their  commissioners  now  compelled 
them  humbly  to  sue  for  those  rights  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, they  would,  if  necessary,  have  seized  by  force 
of  arms.  In  their  reply,  Congress  declared  that,  consider- 
ing **  the  territorial  claims  of  these  States  as  heretofore  made, 
their  participation  of  the  fisheries  and  of  the  firce  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  not  only  as  their  indubitable  rights,  but 
IS  essential  to  their  prosperity,  they  trust  that  his  majest)r's 
efforts  will  be  successfully  employed  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
provision  and  security  for  those  rights ;  that  they  trust  that 
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the  circumstances  of  the  allies  at  the  negotiations  for  peace 
wili  be  so  prosperous  as  to  render  their  expectations  con- 
sistent with  the  spirit  and  moderation  recommended  by  his 
majesty."* 

The  various  communications  made  to  Congress  by  the 
French  ministers,  together  with  subsequent  events,  afford  a 
mass  of  evidence,  not  easily  resisted,  of  the  intention  of  the 
French  court  to  mould  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  America  into  such  a  form  as  would  beat  comport  with 
its  own  interests,  and  those  of  the  Spanish  branch  of  tbs 
house  of  Bourbon.  That  this  intention  was  frustrated  wai' 
chiefly  owing,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel,  to  the  forest^ 
and  firmness  of  Mr.  Jay. 

That  gentleman  arrived  with  his  family  at  Paris  on  the 
38d  June,  after  a  tedious  journey  from  Madrid.  The  fol- 
lowing memoranda,  from  a  brief  diary  which  he  at  this  time 
kept,  evince  the  prompt  attention  paid  by  him  to  the  duties 
of  his  mission,  and  how  little  disposed  he  was  to  postpone 
public  business  for  personal  ease  and  relaxation. 

"  1782,  23d  June.  Arrived  at  Paris  about  noon.  Spent 
the  afternoon  at  Passy  with  Dr.  Franklin.  He  informed 
me  of  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  and  that  he  kept  an  exact 
journal  of  it. 

"  24th.  Waited  upon  M.  Vergennes  with  the  Dr.  The 
count  read  to  us  his  answer  to  the  British  minister. 

"  23th.  Wrote  to  Count  Aranda.  Wrote  to  the  secre- 
tary for  foreign  affairs. 

"26th.  After  breakfast  with  the  Dr.  met  with  Mr. 
Grenvilie." 

The  negotiation  for  peace  had  not  yet  assumed  any 
definite  form.  In  the  month  of  February  parliament  had 
passed  resolutions,  censuring  the  continuance  of  the  war 
with  America,  and  requesting  the  king  to  terminate  it. 
These  resolutions  led  to  the  formation  of  a  new  ministry, 
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by  whom  Mr.  Oswald  was  sent  to  Paris  to  announce  the 
desire  of  the  cabinet  for  peace ;  and  soon  after  Mr.  Gren* 
▼ille  was  commissioned  to  treat  with  the  ministers  of  the 
king  of  France,  and  with  the  ministers  of  any  other  prince 
or  state  whom  it  might  concern.  No  important  measures 
resulted  from  this  commission,  as  Mr.  Grenville  was  soon 
after  recalled.  On  the  26th  July,  Mr.  Grenville  was  sue* 
ceeded  hf  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  with  powers  to  treat  with 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 

4         >On  leaving  Spain,.  Mr.  Jay  was  informed  that  Count 
.  Aranda^  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  would  be  author* 

f^Jaed  to  continue  the  negotiation  with  him.  Although  there 
V  .  was  no  reason  to  anticipate  a  favourable  result  from  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiation,  Mr.  Jay  was  deten;nined  to 
omit  nothing  that  might  render  it  useful  to  his  country ;  and 
therefore  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  count,  expresiillg  hii 
readiness  to  commence  the  necessary  conferences.  A 
meeting  was  appointed,  and  the  count  commenced  the  con- 
ference with  the  subject  of  the  western  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  and  proposed  running  for  this  purpose  a 
line  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi. ,  Mr.  Jay,  of  course, 
claimed  the  river  as  the  true  boundary ;  but  as  the  count 
had  not  yet  given  him  a  copy  of  his  powers  to  treat  with 
him,  he  refrained  from  entering  into  any  discussions.  The 
count  gave  him  a  map,  with  the  proposed  boundary  line 
marked  on  it.  This  map  Mr.  Jay  showed  to  Count  Ver- 
gennes,  and  the  count's  confidential  secretary,  who  was 
present,  and  who  cannot  be  supposed  either  ignorant  of  his 
patron's  views  or  desirous  to  thwart  them,  presumed  to 
assert  that  the  United  States  claimed  an  extent  of  bounda- 
ries to  which  they  were  not  entitled.  This  zealous  secre- 
tary afterward  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jay,  proposing 
what  he  called  a  conciliatory  line  as  the  boundary  of  the 
United  States.  This  conciliatory  line  would  have  deprived 
them  not  only  of  all  the  land  north  of  the  Ohio,  but  also 
parts  of  the  present  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and 
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nearly  the  whole  of  the  Slates  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi. 
In  this  letter  the  secretary  entered  into  a  laboured  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  ttie  United  States  did  not  extend  to  the 
Mississippi ;  and  while  he  admitted  thai  Spain  had  no  claims 
to  the  land  north  of  the  Ohio,  he  insisted  that  the  territory 
still  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  its  possession  must 
be  determined  by  the  treaty  to  be  made.  Mr.  Jay  returned 
no  answer  to  this  letter,  which  he  well  understood  to  be  a 
contrivance  on  the  pari  of  the  French  court  to  fix  a  boun- 
dary agreeable'  to  Spain,  without  incurring  the  respon- 
sibility and  odium  of  a  direct  inlerference.  It  was  a  prime 
object  with  Spain  to  exclude  the  citizens  of  the  United  ■ 
States  from  the  Miasiasippi,  and  of  course  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  Hence  it  became  important  that  the  territories  of 
the  United  Slates  should  be  limited  on  the  west  by  a  line  to 
the  eastward  of  that  river.  Mr.  Jay  had  early  discovered 
the  design  of  France  to  countenance  the  Spanish  claims  ; 
and  on  several  occasions  he  Uiought  the  French  ambassador 
at  Madrid,  Count  Montmorin,  less  zealous  in  promoting  his 
negotiations  than  consisted  with  his  professions. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter,  written  at  Madrid  by 
Montmorin  to  Vergennes,  while  it  displays  the  views  of 
Spain,  explains  the  anxiety  of  Vergennes  relative  to  the 
western  boundary,  as  evinced  by  the  interference  of  hia 
secretary.  "  The  cabinet  of  Madrid,"  says  the  letter, 
' "  thinks  it  its  essential  interest  not  to  open  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Americans,  and  to  give  Ihem  a  disgust  to  settling  on 
that  river,  as  they  would  soon  engross  the  trade  of  New- 
Orleans  and  Mexico,  m  spite  of  all  the  obstacles  that  might 
oppose  their  progress,  and  would  become  the  more  dan- 
gerous neighbours  to  Spain  ;  as  even  in  Iheir  present  weak 
state,  they  conceiv-e  vast  projects  for  the  conquest  of  the 
western  banks  of  the  Mississippi."  MonUnorin  added, 
"  that  Spain  was  determined  to  make  the  Indians  serve  as 
a  barrier  between  their  possessions  and  those  of  the  Ameri- 
cans; that  she  would  lind  the  means,  if  necessary,  to 
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obstruct  their  progress ;  and  that  his  most  Christian  majesty 
could  not  afford  his  Catholic  majesty  a  greater  proof  of  his 
attachment  than  in  employing  his  influence  in  the  United 
States,  to  divert  their  views  from  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi.^ 

Mr.  Jay  had,  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  given  to  the 
C!ount  Aranda  a  copy  "of  -his  commission ;  and  he  declined 
making  any  oVertares,  or  entering  into  any-  discussions,  till 
the  count  had,  according  to  established  etiquette,  commu- 
nicated to  him  his  powers  from  the  Spanish  government 
This  adherence  to  forms  interfered  with  the  wishes  of  the 
French  court  If  Mr.  Jay  refused  to  treat,  there  could  of 
course  be  no-  cession  of  the  Mississippi,  or  of  the  western 
boundary : — ^if  the  count  tendered  to  Mr.  Jay  a  commission 
authorizing  him  to  treat  with  the  minister  of  the  United 
States,  this  would  of  itself  be  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
independence ;  and  such  an  acknowledgment  might  render 
them  less  dependent  upon  France.  In  this  dilemma,  re- 
course was  had  to  Mr.  Rayneval,  the  (Convenient  secretary 
of  Count  Yergennes,  by  whom  the  minister  could  speak  his 
sentiments  and  wishes  without  being  responsible  for  them. 
Mr.  Rayneval  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Jay,  urging  him  to 
commence  negotiations  with  Count  Aranda,  and  assuring 
him  that  he  could  not  refuse  doing  so  without  giving  per- 
sonal offence  to  the  count.  Mr.  Jay  did  not  condescend  to 
explain  or  vindicate  his  conduct  to  Count  Vergennes's  sec- 
retary ;  and  he  left  his  note  unanswered.  The  count  now 
resolved  to  make  trial  of  his  own  influence  directly  exerted ; 
and  he  had  the  indelicacy  to  seize  an  opportunity,  when  the 
Spanish  ambassador  was  present,  to  observe  to  Mr.  Jay 
that  Count  Aranda  had  already  informed  Kim  that  he  was 
empowered  to  treat  with  him,  and  surely  he  would  believe 
him.  Mr.  Jay  replied,  that  he  would  of  course  in  private 
transactions  repose  every  confidence  in  Count  Aranda,  but 
that  in  afl[airs  of  state  he  must  make  a  distinction ;  and  that 
he  could  not  consent  to  treat  with  any  person  or  power  on 


I 


140  UFB   OF  JOB1T  JAT. 

earth  who  did  not  first  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
his  country.  Vergennes  said  the  acknowledgment  by 
Spain  might  be  made  an  article  of  treaty,  and  asked  if  he 
expected  the  effect  to  precede  the  cause.  He  was  told 
that  the  independence  of  the  United  Slates  was  the  effect 
of  their  contest  with  GreAt  Britain.  "  But,"  said  Vergennes, 
*  the  ministers  of  America  treated  with  France  before  their 
independence  was  acknowledged."  To  this  he  was  an- 
swered, that  the  two  cases  were  ditTerent;  that  the 
American  ministers  had  treated  with  him  (Vergennes) 
because,  being  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs,  he  was  es-officio 
entitled  to  treat  with  thcni;  but  that  Count  Aranda,  as 
ambassador  to  ihfe  court  of  France,  possessed  no  authority 
to  treat  with  an  American  miuisler ;  and  if  he  possessed 
special  authority,  thai  aulhuriiy  ought,  as  was  customary, 
to  be  shown.  The  attempt  to  change  Mr.  Jay's  resolution 
wns  now  abandoned  as  bopclcsR,  and  iio  further  eiforls  were 
made  to  renew  the  negotiation. 

The  Spanish  ambassador,  no  doubt,  felt  the  propriety  of 
Mr.  Jay's  refusal  to  treat  witli  him  ;  and,  instead  of  mani- 
festing any  coolness  towards  him,  showed  him  much  cor» 
diality.  They  became  inlinrate,  and  conceived  a  mutual 
esteem  for  each  other.  Count  Aranda  was  one  of  the 
richest  subjects  of  Spain,  and  he  lived  at  Paris  in  great 
splendour.  His  assortment  of  wines  was,  perhaps,  the 
finest  in  Europe.  Instead  of  purchasing  as  usual  of  the 
dealers,  he  employed  agents  to  explore  the  wine  countries, 
and  to  select  the  choicest  kinds  at  the  vineyards  where 
they  were  made.  His  plate,  of  rthich  he  had  a  profusion, 
was  kept  constantly  burnished  by  a  silversmith  maintained 
in  the  house  for  that  purpose,  so  that  it  always  appeared 
new.  Notwithstanding  liis  fondness  for  display,  Mr.  Jay 
thought  him  the  ablest  Spaniard  he  bad  ever  known.  The 
count  spoke  freely  to  him  on  the  sjjbject  of  the  Inquisition  ; 
and  told  him  that  he  had  once  nearly  succeeded  in  over- 
turning it.    Well  knowing  that  any  direct  attack  upon  it 
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would,  be  in  Tain,  he  availed  himself  of  his  intimacy  with 
the  king  to  represent  to  liis  majesty  how  much  it  was  to 
be  lamented,  that  so  many  caluninies  should  be  spread 
abroad  against  that  important  tribunal ;  that  it  would  add 
greatly  to  its  reputation,  as  well  as  the  honour  of  the  king" 
dom,  if  means  could  be  devised  to  convince  all. mankind 
that  its  proceedings  were  fair  and  equitable,  and  consonant 
with  the  spirit  of  the  religion  it-  was  established  to  defend : 
that  for  this  purpose,  nothing  more  was  necessary  thhn  to 
direct  it  to  proceed,  like  other  courts,  with  open  doors.  If 
this  were  done,  every  one  would  be  able  to  judge  for  him- 
self— the  calumnies  against  it  would  perish  of  themselves, 
and  the  InqtiTsition. would  enjoy  the  reputation  and  con- 
fideu<5e  it  no  doubt  merited.  The  king  was  pleased  with 
the  project,  a,nd  seemed  determined  to  adopt  it,;  ^  but  his 
oonfessor,"  said  the  count,  ^  was  too  cunning :  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  plan,  perceived  its  consequences,  and 
persuaded  the  king  to  reject  it.". 

Count  Aranda  had  the  character  of  being  extremely, 
inflexible,  and  the  following  anecdote  was  told  of  him.  He 
was  one  day  disputing  a  point  with  the  king  virith  much 
earnestness,  when  the  latter,  who  was  also  remarkable  for 
a  hard  head,  said  to  him,  "Aranda,  you  are  the  most 
obeitinate  man  of  all  Arragon.** — "No,  sire,**  replied  the 
eoutit,  **  there  is  one  still  more  obstinate  than  I  am." — "And 
who  is  that?"  said  the  king.  "The  King  of  Airagon," 
answered  the  count.  The  king  laughed,  and  took  no  offence 
at  the  freedom. 

We  have  already  seen  with  what  reluctance  Mr.  Jay 
accepted  a  commission  to  treat  for  petice  under  instruc- 
tions wluch,  if  obeyed,  would  compel  him  to  sign  any  treaty 
that  the  French  ministry  might  please  to  prepaid  for  him. 
The  request  he  then  made  to  be  excused  from  serving,  far 
from  being  the  hasty  ebullition  of  the  moment,  was  his 
earnest  and  deliberate  wish,  resulting  from  a  firm  conviction 
that  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  secure  the  rights  and 
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interests  of  his  country,  by  pursuing  the  path  pointed  out 
to  him  by  Congress.  Two  days  after  his  arrival  at  Paris, 
he  wrote  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  afliiirs,  "  Mr.  Adams 
caunot  leave  Amsterdam  at  present,  and  I  hear  that  Mr. 
Laurens  thinks  of  reluming  soon  to  America ;  so  that  I 
apprehend  Dr.  Pranklin  and  myself  will  be  left  to  manage 
at  least  the  s/cirmishi-ng  business,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  our 
commission.  You  know  what  I  think  upon  this  subject, 
and  I  wish  things  were  so  circumstanced  as  to  adnSitof  my 
being  indulged." 

It  was  not  till  the  25lh  of  July  that  the  British  ministry 
took  a  decided  step  for  commencing  negotiations  with  the 
American  commissioners.  On  that  day  the  king  issued  an 
order  to  the  attorney-general  to  prepare  a  commission  to 
Richard  Oswald,  empowering  him  , "  to  treat,  consult  of, 
and  conclude  with  any  commissioner  or  commissioners 
named,  or  to  be  named  by  the  thirteen  colonies  or  planta- 
tions in  North  America,  and  any  body  or  bodies,  corporate 
or  politic,  or  any  assembly  or  assemblies,  or  description  of 
men,  or  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  a  peace  or 
truce  with  the  said  colonies  or  plantations,  or  any  part 
thereof." 

A  copy  of  this  order  was  sent  to  Mr.  Oswald,  then  at 
Paris  J  he  communicated  il  to  the  American  commissioners, 
and  by  them  it  was  submitted  to  Count  Vergennes.  The 
count  advised  them  to  proceed,  and  treat  with  Mr.  Oswald 
as  soon  as  the  commission  should  arrive.  Mr.  Jay  objected 
that  it  would  be  descending  from  the  ground  of  independ- 
ence to  treat  under  the  description  of  colonies.  The  couot 
advanced  various  arguments  to  obviate  this  objection ;  and 
Dr.  Franklin  declared  that  the  commission  "  would  do." 

Mr.  Jay  now  found  himself  placed  in  an  embarrassing 
situation  ;  a  situation  in  which  he  was  compelled,  either  to 
enter  upon  the  negotiation  under  circumstances  derogatory 
to  his  country,  or  else  to  assume  alone  the  responsibility  of 
vidating  the  express  commands  of  Congress ;  of  retusing 
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to  act  with  a  coUeaj^e  of  the  weight  and  influenlse  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  and  perhaps  T>f  postponing  for  an  indefinite  period 
the  return  of  peace.  He  chose  without  hesitation  the  latter 
altemative.  Unaccustomed  to  govern  his  official  conduct 
by  personal  considerations,  he  resolved  not  to  sacrifice  to 
them  on  the  present  occasion  the  hojfiour,  consistency,  and 
moral  d^nityof  tibe  United  States,  by  ah  implied  admission 
that  they  were  colonies  of  Great  Britain.  Having  laboured 
in  vain.  t6' convince  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  impropriety  of 
treating  with  Mr.  Oswald  under  his  present  commission,  he 
next  endeavoured,  to  render  the  British  commissioner  him- 
self instrumental  in  efiecting  an  alteration  in  the  commis- 
sion. He  solemnly  assured  Mr.  Oswald  he  would  have 
no  concern  in  any  negotiation  in  which  the  United  States 
were  hot  treated  as  an  independent  nation ;  and  he  pointed 
out  to  him  the  inconsistency  between  bis  commission  and 
the  professions  recently  made  by  the  British  ministry,  as 
well  as  the  injurious  coYisequences  that  would  result  irom 
well-founded  suspicions  of  the  kihg^3  sincerity.  At  Mr. 
Oswald's  request,  Mr.  Jay  gave  him  &  draught  .of  such  a 
commission  as  would  be  satisfactory,  and  a  courier  was 
immediately  despatched  with  it  to  London.  '  It  was  a 
singular  circumstance,  that  one  who  had  been  lately  re- 
garded as  a  rebel  subject  of  the  British  monarch,  should 
now  prepare  a  commission  from  that  monarch,  by  which 
his  late  colonies  were  to  be  acknowledged  free  and  in- 
dependent Count  Vergennes,  who  was  ignorant  ctf  this 
transaction,  again  urged  Mr.  Jay  to  proceed  in  the  nego- 
tiation, which  he  again  refused  to  do.  The  next  day 
the  count  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the  British 
minister  at  Paris,  who  directly  after  the  confcirence  sent  a 
courier  to  his  court.  The  British  cabinet  did  not  return  an 
answer  to  Mr.  Oswald's  despatch  till  after  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert's  had  been  received.  The  answer  announced  the  king's 
intention  to  grant  to  America  unconditional  independence, 
as  an  article  of  treaty.    Mr.  Jay  remarked  to  Mr.  Oswald 
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that  be  suspected  Mr.  Fitzherbcrt's  courier  had  suggested 
the  idea  of  granting  independence  by  treaty;  on- which  the 
latter  acknowledged,  that  Count  Vergennes  had  told  Mr. 
Fitzherbert  that  the  present  commission  was  sufficient,  and 
that  the  British  cabinet  had  been  informed  that  such  was  his 
opinion. 

The  policy  of  France  in  wishing  to  postpone  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  American  independence  was  obvious.  The 
sole  object  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  was  to 
reduce  her  late  colotues  to  subjection ;  but  the  moment  she 
admitted  them  to  be  independent,  the  object  of  the  war  was 
abandoned;  and  the  United  States,  having  no  longer  any 
thing  to  apprehend  from  her,  would  ceasfe  to  look  to  France 
for  protection  and  counsel,  and  would  refuse  to  relin- 
quish by  treaty  any  of  their  -rights,  which  France  might 
find  it  convenient  to  barter  with  England  for  concessions  to 
berself. 

Mr.  Jay,  finding  thai  tho  French  minister  had  not  scru> 
pled  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  English  cabinet  from  grant* 
ing  a  proper  commission  to  Mr.  Oswald,  thought  himself 
no  longer  restrained  by  delicacy  towards  France  from  taking 
the  course  required  by  the  occasion.  He  unreservedly 
explained  to  Mr.  Oswald  the  views  and  policy  of  the  French 
courlj  and  showed  him  that  it  was  the  interest  of  his  gov- 
ernment to  render  the  United  States  as  independent  of 
France,  as  they,  already  were  of  Britain.  He  likewise 
drafted  a  joint  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  and  himself  to  Mr. 
Oswald,  declaring  their  firm  and  fmal  determination  not  to 
treat  on  any  other  footing  than  independence.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin declined  putting  Ids  name  to  this  letter,  and  it  was  there- 
fore not  signed  by  his  colleague ;  but  the  draught  waa 
nevertheless  given  to  Mr.  Oswald,  who  sent  it  to  his  gov-  ' 
ernment. 

On  the  6th  September,  Mr.  Jay  received  from  Mr.  Ray- 
neval  the  letter  already  mentioned  on  the  subject  of  boun- 
daries.   He  regarded  this  letter  as  speaking  the  language 
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of  Ver^nneSyand  he  inferred  from  it  that  it  was  the  inten« 
tion  of  the  French  court,  Ist,  to  oppose  at  the  peace  the 
extension  of  the  United  States  to  tt^  Mississippi ;  2d)  to 
oppose  their  claim  to  the  navigation  of  that  river;  dd, 
probably  to  support  the  British  claims  to  the  country  above 
the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  and  certainly  to  all  the  country 
north  of  the  Ohio ;  and  4th,  that  in  case  the  United  States 
would  not  agree  to  divide  with  Spain  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed,  that  then  France  would  aid  Spain  in  negotiating 
with  Britain  for  the  territory  she  wanted,  and  would  agree 
that  the  residue  should  remain  to  Britain. 

On  the  9th,  Mr.  Jay  ascertained  that  Rayneval,  the 
morning  after  writing  this  letter,  had  had  a  conference  with 
Yergennes  and  the  Spanish  ambassador,  dnd  immediately 
afterward  had  set  out  for  England ;  and  that  it  was  reported 
he  had  ^  gone  into  the  country,"  and  that  several  precautions 
had  been  taken  to  keep  his  real  destination  a  secret.  A 
mission  to  England  under  such  circumstances,  and  by  an 
envoy  entertaining  and  expressing  such  sentiments  rela- 
tive to  American  claims,  naturally  excited  Mr.  Jay's  sus* 
picions.  These  suspicions  were  painfully  strengthened  by 
a  document  of  which  he  became  possessed  the  foUovring 
day.  This  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  in  cipher,  the 
dlst  March,  1782,  by  M.  Marbois,  the  French  charge  des 
afiaires  at  Philadelphia,  to  Count  Yergennes.*  In  this 
letter  Marbois  informs  the  minister,  that  in  South  Carolina 
and  several  other  States,  the  determination  of  Congress 
which  **  leaves  the  king  master  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  or  truce,**  is  known  and  generally  approved ;  but 
that  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  is  using  his  endeavours  to  raise  in 
Massachusetts  a  party  opposed  to  peace,  unless  the  eastern 
States  shall  be  admitted  to  the  fisheries.  He  inthnates  that 
it  would  be  useless  and  dangerous  to  oppose  this  party  in 
the  newspapers,  but  suggests  the  expediency  of  a  commu- 
nication from  the  king  to  Congress,  expressing  "  his  surprise 

*  See  Letter  in  the  Appendix. 
VOL.  I. U 
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thai  the  Newfoundland  fisheries  have  been  included  in  the 
new  instructions ;  that  the  United  IStates  therein  set  forth 
pretensions,  without  any  regard  to  llie  king's  rights,  and 
without  considering  the  impossibility  they  are  under  of 
making  conquests,  i.nd  keeping  whal  belongs  to  Great 
Britain."  He  goes  on  to  remark,  that  "  it  were  even  to  be 
wished  that  this  declaration  be  made  while  New- York, 
Charleston,  and  Penobscot  are  in  the  enemy's  hands.  Our 
allies  will  be  less  tractable  than  ever  upon  these  points 
wheneve/  they  recover  tliese  important  posts.'" 

The  Ttew  instructions  alluded  to  in  the  letter  were 
probably  certain  instructions  then  under  consideration  in 
Congress,  directing  the  commissioners  in  France  to  repre- 
sent to  that  court,  t  at  the  United  States  claimed  the  right 
of  taking  fish  in  the  North  American  seas,  and  particularly 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland;  but  not  within  three 
leagues  of  the  shores  held  by  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
nation.  It  was  this  just  and  natural  right,  of  which  M. 
Marbois  proposed  the  United  States  should  be  deprived  by 
the  interference  of  er  ally.  This  letter,  in  Mr,  Jay's 
opinion,  disclosed  the  real  wishes  of  the  French  court  on 
the  subject  of  the  fisberics,  as  Rayncval's  had  done  in  rela- 
tion to  the  boundaries ;  for  he  was  not  disposed  to  believe 
that  either  the  charges  des  afiaires  or  the  secretary  were 
ignorant  of  the  policy  of  their  employers,  and  were  uncon- 
sciously labouring  to  thwart  il.  Being  thus  possessed  of  the 
views  of  France  with  regard  to  American  claims,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  trace  their  probable  conneidon  with  RaynevaTi 


*  As  (loubti  hiTe  lometinieB  been  eipmied  of  tba  aulhintioilj  of  thi( 
letter,  or  at  least  the  raithfulness  of  the  tnnilatinn,  it  may  not  be  unim- 
porttnl  to  Btatc,  that  a  gentleman  employed  in  the  foreign  lerrice  of  (hfe 
United  Stnten  infurmed  the  author,  that  being  in  Pnris  some  lime  after  Ibt 
fall  of  BoiiBiiarte,  he  became  BCquainleU  with  M.  Marboia,  and  conTerted 
with  him  on  the  subject  of  Ibis  very  leller  ;  that  be  acfcnonledgeJ  il  lo  be 
hii,  and  admitted  that  the  tranilation,  although  net  in  all  reipecU  entirely 
■ceuimte,  had  yet  done  hint  no  injuitice. 
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lecreC  departure  for  England.    He  conjectured  that  the 
objects  of  his  mission  were, — 

1.  To  let  Lord  Shelbume  know,  that  the  demands  of 
America  to  be  treated  by  Britain  as  independent,  previously 
to  a  treaty,  were  not  approved  or  countenanced  by  France, 
and  that  the  offer  of  Britain  to  make  that  acknowledgment 
in  an  article  of  the  proposed  treaty  was,  in  Count  Ver- 
gennes's  opinion,  sufficient. 

2.  To  sound  )^rd  Shelbume  on  the  subject  of  the  fish- 
eries, and  to  discover  whether  Britain  would  divide  it  with 
France,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others. 

3.  To  impress  Lord  Shelbume  with  the  determination  of 
Spain,  to  ppssess  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  of  their  desire  to  keep  us  from  the  Mississippi; 
and  also  to  hint  the  propriety  of  such  a  line  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  would  satisfy  Spain,  and«  on  the  other,  leave  to 
Britain  all  the  country  north  of  the  Ohio. 

•  4.  To  make  such  other  verbal  overtures  to  Lord  Shel- 
bume as  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  reduce  to  writing; 
and  to  judge  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  lordship's  answers 
and  conversation,  whether  it  was  probable  that  a  general 
peace,  on  terms  agreeabk)  to  France,  could  be  effected,  in 
order  that,  if  it  could  not,  an  immediate  stop  might  be  put 
to  the  negotiation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  believed  no  time  ought  to 
be  lost  in  counteracting  the  machinations  of  France ;  and 
he  took  a  step  no  less  remarkable  for  the  boldness  of  its 
conception  than  for  the  promptitude  with  wliich  it  was 
executed.  The  day  after  he  received  Marbois's  letter,  he 
despatched  a  secret  agent  to  the  British  secretary  of  state, 
concealing  his  mission,  not  only  from  the  French  govern- 
ment, but  also  from  Dr.  Franklin.  This  agent  was  Mr. 
Vaughan,  an  English  gentleman  then  residing  in  Paris,  and 
well  affected  to  the  American  cause.  He  was  instructed 
to  represent  to  the  British  minister,  that  without  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  American  independence  as  a  preliminary 
to  a  treaty,  neither  confidence  nor  peace  could  be  reason- 
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ably  expected  ;  thatasBritaincould  notconquer  the  UnitecJ' 
States,  it  was  her  interest  to  concihato  them  ;  that  England 
should  not  be  deceived  by  the  affected  moderation  of  France, 
since  the  United  States  would  not  treat  except  on  an  equal 
footing:  that  it  was  the  interest  of  France,  but  not  of  Eng- 
land, to  postpone  the  acknowledgment  of  independence  to 
a  general  peace ;  that  a  hope  of  dividing  the  fisheries  with 
France  would  be  futile,  as  America  woiild  not  make  peace 
without  ihcm ;  that  the  very  attempt  to  deprive  the  United 
States  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  or  of  that  river 
as  a  boundary,  would  irritate  and  inflame  America ;  and  that 
such  attempts,  if  successful,  would  sow  tlie  seeds  of  future 
war  in  the  very  treaty  of  peace. 

Should  it  be  thought  that  Mr,  Jay  attached  more  import- 
ance to  Marbois's  letter  than  was  due  to  if,  it  should  be 
recollected  that  the  writer,  previously  to  his  going  to 
America,  had  represented  the  French  court  at  Munich  as 
charges  des(  affaires,  and  that  ministers  do  not  usually  em- 
ploy, as  political  agents,  persons  whose  want  of  capacity 
renders  them  Uable  to  mistake  and  to  counteract  the  designs 
of  their  employers.  The  strictly  confidential  style  of  the 
letter  marks  the  intimacy  existing  between  the  writer  and 
Count  Vergennes ;  while  the  subsequent  elevation  of  the 
former,  first  to  the  office  of  consul-general  of  the  United 
States,  and  afterward  to  the"  intendancy  of  St,  Domingo, 
shows  that  the  zeal  he  had  displayed  against  the  claims  of 
Congress  had  not  injured  his  interests  at  home.*  In  1803, 
this  gentleman  was  selected  by  Bonaparte  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States  for  the  sale  of  Louisiana. 


•  Mr.  AdaniB  ihm  wrote  to  ihe  ■ecrolsry  for  tbroign  affairs,  lOlh  July,  1783 
(Am.  Dip,  Cor.  lol.  vii.  p.  68).  "  M.  Marbois'n  [elter  is  to  me  full  prooT 
of  Ole  principles  of  tho  Count  ile  Vetgeiinea,  AVliy  1  Bccsuio  1  know  (lor 
it  WM  perMuaUy  comnmnicated  to  me,  upon  my  paisage  home,  by  M.  Mar- 
bsis  himelf)  the  inlimsry  and  coofiJence  there  is  between  iheie  two.  And 
I  know,  further,  that  leUer  contniiu  lentimenti  caDOernln|[  the  diheriei 
diametrically  oppoBiio  to  Ihoie  which  M,iibgis  repeatcilly  eipreKail  to  ma 
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He  has  since  published  a  history  of  that  country,  in  which 
he  incidentally  alludes  to  the  policy  pursued  by  France 
towards  her  ally  during  and  soon  after  the  i^volutiont 
and,  as  one  evidence  of  it,  gives  the  following  extract 
from  the  instructions  of  Count  Montmorin,  the  successor  of 
Vergennes,  to  the  French  envoy  in  the  United  States,  viz., 
**  It  is  not  advisable  for  France  to  give  to  America  all  the 
stability  of  which  she  is  susceptible.  She  will  acquire  a 
degree  of  power  which  she  will  be  too  well  disposed  to  abuse." 

What  **  verbal  overture/*  were  made  by  Mr.  Rayneval 
to  the  British  Minister  will  probably  neVer  be  known ;  but 
a  note  which  he  submitted  to  him  has  lately  been  published* 
It  relates  chiefly  to  points  in  dispute  between  England^ 
France,  and  Spain.  The  only  points  bearing  on  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  are  the  following : 

**  As  the  independence  of  America  is  a  thing  agreed  upon, 
DO  remark  needs  be  made  on  that  subject 

"An  arrangement  for  the  fisheries  of  Newfoundland. 

'  This  matter  has  been  treated  discursively  with  Mr.  Fiti^ 

herbert    If  the  ideas  which  have  been  proposed  to  him  are 

judged  ImfNracticable,  I  am  persuaded  they  will  be  weighed 

with  equity  at  Versailles.'* 

As  Great  Britain  had  oflered  to  grant  independence  to 
the  United  States  by  treati/j  Mr.  RaynevaPs  waiver  of 
all  remarks  on  the  subject  seems  to  intimate  the  acqui- 
escence of  France  in  the  ofier. 

The  nature  of  the  propositions  made  by  France  to  Mr. 
Fitzherbert,  relative  to  the  fisheries,  can  only  be  matter  of 
conjecture.     The  hint,  however,  that  if  found  impracticable 


upon  the  pamge,  viz.,  *  That  the  Newfoundland  fishery  waa  our  right,  and 
we  ought  to  maintain  it.'  From  whence  I  conclude,  M.  Marboii'a  aenti- 
menta  have  changed  by  the  instructiona  of  the  minister. 

'<  M .  de  Rayneval'a  correspondence,  too,  with  Mr.  Jay.  M.  de  Raynefil 
is  a  chef  de  hirtaii.  But  we  must  be  very  ignorant  of  all  courts  not  to  know, 
that  an  under- secretary  of  state  dares  not  carry  on  such  a  correapondenc* 
without  the  knowledge,  consent,  and  orders  of  his  prindpal." 


UFB   OP  JOBM   JAT. 


I,  renders  it       U 


by  Great  Britain,  they  would  not  be  insisted  on,  i 
not  improbable  tliat  they  contemplated  a  division  of  the 
tisheries  between  France  and  England,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  United  States. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  objects  of  Mr.  Ray- 
neval'e  mission,  thai  of  Mr.  Vaughanwas  attended  with 
complete  success.  This  gentieman  returned  to  Paris  on 
the  27th  of  September,  accompanied  by  a  courier  bearing 
for  Mr-  Oswald  a  commission  authorizing  him  to  treat  with 
the  CoMMissioNEKS  OF  THE  Umted  States  of  Ambrica. 

The  negotiation  was  now  commenced,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  two  American  commissioners  agreed  witli  Mr.  Oswald 
on  certain  preliminary  articles,  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  as  soon  as  England  and  France  should  be 
ready  to  terminate  the  war ;  the  United  States  being 
restrained  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  from  making  a  separate 
peace.  These  articles  were  drawn  by  Mr.  Jay,  and  were, 
in  most  respects,  the  same  as  tiiose  which  were  afterward 
signed.  The  boundaries  given  to  the  United  States  were 
more  comprebensivc  than  those  finally  obtained,  and  in- 
cluded nearly  the  whole  of  Upper  Canada,  with  the  entire 
lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and  Huron.  The  Mississippi  and  the 
fisheries  were  amply  secured. 

These  articles  were  forwarded  to  the  English  cabinet  for 
its  consideration,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  carefully  concealed 
from  the  French  government.  On  the  23d  of  October,  Mr. 
Oswald  was  informed  that  the  extent  of  the  boundaries, 
and  the  absence  of  any  provision  for  the  tories,  induced  the 
ministry  to  hesitate  in  giving  their  sanction  to  the  proposed 
articles,  and  that  Mr.  Strackey  would  be  sent  to  Paris  to 
confer  on  these  topics.  No  objection  was  made  to  the 
article  securing  to  the  United  States  their  right  to  the  fish- 
eries, nor  indeed  to  any  other  of  the  provisions  except  the 
two  mentioned. 

An  extract  from  Mr.  Jay's  private  memoranda  will  here 
be  interesting. 

"  24th  October. — Mr.  Oswald  told  me  he  had  received  a 
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courier  last  night ;  that  our  articles  were  under  considera* 
tion ;  and  that  Mr.  Stvackey,  Mr.  Townshend's  secretary, 
was  on  the  way  to  confer  with  us  about  them :  he  further 
said,  be  believed  this  court  had  found  means  tor  put  a  spoke 
in  our  wheel.  He  consulted  me  as  to  the  possibility  of 
keeping  Mr.  Strackey's  coming  a  secret  I  told  him  it  was 
not  possible,  and  that  it  would  be  best  to  declare  .the  truth 
about  it,  viz.  that  he  was  coming  with  books  and  papers 
relative  to. our  boundaries. 

**  Dined  with  Dr.  Franklin.  I  found  Mr.  Raynefal 
there.  Just  after  dinner,  the  Dr.  informed  me,  that  Ray* 
neval  had  sent  him  word,  that  *he  would  dine  with  him  to^ 
day,  and  would  be  glad  to  see  me  there.  I  told  the  Dr. 
what  I  had  heard  from  Oswald  about  Strackey ;  and 
that  I  thought  it  best  not  to  say  more  to  Rayneval  than 
that  we.  met  with  idifficul ties,  and  that  Oswald  expected  U> 
receive  instructions  in  a  few  days. 

**  We  retired  with  Rayneval.  He  asked  how  mattera 
stood  between  us  and  Ciswald.  We  told  him  that  we  could 
not  agree  about  all  our  boundaries.  We  mentioned  the 
one  between  us  and  Nova  Scotia.  He  asked,  what  we 
demanded  to  the  north.  We  answered,  that  Canada  should 
he  reduced  to  the  ancient  bounds.  He  then  contested  our 
right  to  those  back  landsj  &c.  &;c. 

"  He  asked  what  we  expected  as  to  the  fisheries.  We 
said,  the  same  right  we  had  formerly  enjoyed.  He  con* 
tested  the  propriety  of  that  demand ;-  adding  some  strictures 
on  the  ambition  and  restless  vieujs  tf  Mn  Adams^  and  inti* 
mated  that  we  might  be  contented  with  the  coast  fishery.** 

This  coincidence  between  the  language  of  the  confiden- 
tial secretary  of  Count  Vergennes  and  that  of  the  French 
charges  des  affaires  at  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  the 
fisheries  and  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  is  of  itself 
a  strong  evidence  of  the  real  views  of  the  French  cabinet 
It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  French  court  (for  we  are 
authorized  to  regard  Rayneval  as  speaking  the  senti- 
ments of  his  employers)  was  thus  discountenancing  the 
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claims  of  its  allies  to  the  fisheries,  aficr  those  claims  had 
been  admitted  by  Great  Britain.  This  conversation 
throws  some  light  upon  the  objects  of  Mr-  Rayneval's  late 
visit  to  England,  and  particularly  upon  the  "  ideas"  respect- 
ing the  fisheries,  which,  in  his  note  to  Lord  Shelburne,  he 
told  him  had  been  proposed  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert. 

On  the  26lh  of  October,  Mr.  Adams  arrived ;  and  "  in 
him,"  said  Mr.  Jay  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  aflairs,  "  I 
have  found  a  very  able  and  agreeable  <:oadjutor."  When 
we  recollect  the  vFeight  of  responsibility  which  Mr.  Jay 
had  recently  assumed,  we  may  readily  conceive  the  grati- 
fication he  must  have  experienced  on  discovering  in  Mr. 
Adams  a  colleague  of  kindred  feelings  with  his  own.  In 
his  diary  is  the  following  entry : — "  October  28th,  Monday, 
Mr,  Adams  was  with  me  three  hours  this  morning.  I 
mentioned  to  him  the  progress  and  present  state  of  our 
negotiation  with  Britain — my  conjectures  of  the  views  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  the  part  which  it  appeared  to  me 
advisable  for  us  to  act.  He  concurred  with  me  in  sentimejU 
on  all  these  poiiUs." 

Mr.  Adams  took  an  early  opportunity  to  enli^tea  Dr. 
Franklin  as  to  the  real  views  of  France.  "  1  told  him," 
says  he  in  his  journal,  "  without  reserve,  my  opinion  of  the 
policy  of  this  court,  and  of  the  principles,  policy,  and  firm- 
ness with  which  Mr.  Jay  had  conducted  the  negotiation  m 
his  sickness  and  my  absence ;  and  that  I  was  determined 
to  support  Mr.  Jay  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  in  the  pnr- 
fiuit  of  the  same  system.  The  Dr.  heard  me  patiently,  but 
said  nothing.  The  first  conference  we  had  afterwards  with 
Mr.  Oswald,  in  considering  one  point  and  another,  Dr. 
Franklin  turned  to  Mr.  Jay  and  said,  '  I  am  of  your 
ojnnion,  and  will  go  on  with  these  gentlemen  without  con- 
sulting tliis  court.'  "*  Thus  was  the  opinion  originally  ex- 
pressed by  Mr-  Jay  of  the  impolicy  of  the  instructions  of 
Congress,  amply  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  three  com- 
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nifsioiierf,  inchiiting  Dr.*  Franklin  himself,  found  tkem- 
telres  compelled  to  disobey  those  instructions,  that  they 
might  prevent  fi^selfish  ally  firom  sacrifiknng  the  important 
rights  and  interests  of  their  country. 

A  .jfew  ureeks  jvtfficed  for  the  completion  of.  the  negotia* 
tioD,  and  on  tl|e  80lh.  Novenjber  the  proyisional  articles 
were  signed  by-*the  American  comnflissioners  and  Mr. 
Oswald.  Tliese  articles  amounted  merely,  to  a  cootraot 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  as  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  of  peade,  when  tha^t  tfeaty  should  be  made* 
Hmoe,  although  the  war  was  n<»ninally  continued,  there 
was  no  object  left  for  which  it  should  be  prosecuted.  All 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  were  granted  by  these  arti* 
des,  and  France  was  now  compeQed  to  settle  her  own  terms 
with  Britain,  without  being  d>le  to  iivail  herself  in  the 
negotiation,  of  hoc  supposed  influence  over  her  ally.  > 

Mr.  Liaurens,  the  fourth  commissioner,  •  readied  Par*s 
only  the  day  before  the  artides  were  signed,  and  had  thus 
the  gratification  6f  adding  his  mgnature  to  them** 

It  is  doe  to  Dr.  Franklin  to  state)  that  he  cordially  united 
with  his  colleagues  in  maintaining  the  claims  of  Congrefts 
respecting  boundaries,  the  IMQssissippi,  and  the  fisheries; 
He  never  questioned  either  the- justice  or  the  importance  of 
these  daimi ;  but  he  did  question  the  propriety  of  making 
the  success  of  tliese  claims  an  ultimatum  of  peace,  when 
Congress  had  not  made  it  so.  -  He  did  not,  at  first,  feel  him? 
self  at  liberty  to  disr^ard  the  advice  of  the'French  minister, 
after  being  directed  by  Congress  to  follow  it ;  nor  could  he 
persuade  himself,  that  an  ally  who  had  expended  so  much 
blood  and  treasure  in  effecting  the  independence  of  his 
country,  could  view  her  future  power  and  prosperity  with 
jealousy.  Had  the  Doctor  been  the  sole  commissioner,  it 
is  not  probable  that  he  would  have  penetrated  the  designs 

*  At  Mr.  I^arens*8  saggettion,  a  eiauM  was  added,  mtndning  the  Britiah 
from  carrying  away  negroes  from  the  United  Statea.  « 
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of  the  French  court,  nor  that  he  would  have  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  violating  liis  instructions.  Yielding  to  the 
advice  of  Vergennes,  he  would  have  treated  with  Oswald 
under  liia  first  commission,  consenting  that  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  independence  should  fonn  an  article  of  the  treaty. 
But  for  this  article,  the  court  of  St.  James,  instructed  by 
that  of  Versailles,  would  have  demanded  certain  concessions, 
and  Count  Vergennes  would  have  assured  him  that  the 
abandonment  of  the  fisheries,  the  Mississippi  and  the  terri- 
tory adjoining  it,  were  matters  of  necessity,  not  of  choice ; 
that  on  these  points  Britain  was  inftexible,  and  that  France 
could  not  be  expected  to  prolong  the  war  solely  to  procure 
for  the  United  States  objects  to  which  their  title  was,  at 
least,  questionable.  Thus,  urged  on  the  one  hand  by  France, 
and  fettered  on  the  other  by  his  instructions,  Franklin  would, 
in  all  human  probability,  but  with  feelings  of  deep  mortifi- 
cation and  regret,  have  set  bis  hand  to  a  treaty  sacrificing 
rights  wliich  he  had  himself  ably  and  zealously  maintained, 
and  which  he  knew  to  be  of  inestimable  value  to  his  country. 

It  is  much  to  the  credit  of  Dr.  Franklin,  that  although  he 
differed  in  opinion  from  Mr.  Jay,  he  did  not  counteract  his 
measures,  but  faithfully  concealed  the  negotiation  with 
Oswald  from  the  French  government;  that  he  took  no 
offence  at  the  mission  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  undertaken  without 
his  knowledge ;  and  that  he  finally  co-operated  with  Mr. 
Jay,  and  ever  after  retained  his  friendship  for  him,  and 
named  him  one  of  the  executors  of  his  will.  The  difference 
between  these  two  patriots  was  not  one  of  zeal  and  devo- 
tion in  the  sefvice  of  their  country,  but  solely  a  questi(Mi  of 
duty  under  existing,  and  very  peculiar  circumstances. 

That  Dr.  Franklin  finally  concurred  with  his  colleagues 
OS  to  the  real  views  of  the  French  court  is  apparent  from 
the  following  passages  in  a  letter  from  the  commissioners 
to  the  secretary  of  foreign  aflairs, — a  letter  bearing  the 
Doctor's  signature.  "  We  Anew)  this  court  and  Spain  to  be 
against  our  claims  to  the  western  country.   As  we  had  reason 
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fc'iiiilgfae  tto  like  artieks  respecting  hatmdarieM^  the  refu- 
§eu^  amdfisherieM  did  fwi  correspond  with  the  poHcyofthis 
-•eottity  we  did  not  communicate  the  preliminarieil  to  the 
minigter  until  afier  they  were  signed.^  . 
-  Buty  while  Dr.  Franklin  was  compelled  by  the  evidence 
if  fiusta  to  admit  that  the  policy  of  the  French  court 
was  adrerse  to  the  American  daims,  his  charity  imputed 
diat  {xdicy  to  other  than  unfriendly  feelings  towards  its 
confiding  ally. 

After  the  arti^Jes  were  signed,  aa4  the  claims  of  the 
United  States  thus  placed  beyond  discussion,  the  event  was 
annnimnftd  to  the  French  minister.  The  count,  in  the  irri- 
^ilioii  of  the  moment,  wrote  Dr.  Franklin  a  reproachful 
letter:— 

f  ^You  have,''  said -he,  ^concluded  your  preliminary 
articles  without  any  communication  between  us,  although 
Ihe  instructions  from  Congress  prescribe  that  nqthing  shall 
be  done  without  the  participation  of  the  king.  You  are 
about  to  hold  out  a  certainhope  of-peace  to  America,  with- 
out even  informing  yburself  of  the  state  of  the  negotiatioDS 
on  our  part  You  ar&  wise  and  discreet,  sir ;  you  perfectly 
understand  what  is  due .  U^  propriety ;  you  have  all  your 
life  performed  your  duties — I  pray  you  to  consider  how 
you 'propose  to  fulfil  those  which  are  due  to-the  king.  I 
am  not  desirous  of  enlarging  these  reflections ;  I  commit 
Aem  to  your  int^rity.'' 

The  day  after  it  was  known  that  the  articles  had  been 
signed.  Count  Aranda  met  Mr.  Jay,  and  tapping  him  on 
the  shoulder,  said,  very  significantly,  *'  Eh  bien,  vnon  amie, 
vous  avez  tres  bien  frdt." 

A  circumstance  occurred  during  this  negotiation  that 
strikingly  evinced  the  anxiety  of  the  French  government 
to  become  acquainted  with  its  details,  and  the  unjustifiable 
means  they  used  to  obtain  information.    Mr.  Jay  was  one 
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evening  in  conference  with  Mr.  Oswald,  when  the  latter, 
wishing  to  consult  his  instructions,  unlocked  his  escritoir ; 
when,  to  his  astonishment  and  alarm,  he  discovered  that  the 
paper  was  missing.  Mr,  Jay  smiled,  and  told  him  to  give 
himself  no  concern  about  the'  document,  as  he  would  cer- 
tainly find  it  in  its  place  as  soon  as  the  minister  had  done 
with  it.  In  a  few  days  the  prediction  was  verified.  So 
well  apprized  was  Mr.  Jay  of  the  artifices  of  the  agents 
of  the  government,  that  wliile  secrecy  was  important,  he 
made  it  a  rule  to  carry  his  confidential  papers  about  his 
person. 

In  Mr.  Jay's  diary  are  found  two  extraordinary  aneo 
dotes,  which,  if  true,  convict  the  French  government  of  a 
degree  of  perfidy  and  baseness  rarely  paralleled  in  history. 

«  21st  October,  1782.— Visited  Mr.  Oswald  ;  he  told  me 
that  a  Mr.  Pultney  had  within  a  few  days  arrived  here  to 
place  his  daughter  (a  rich  heiress)  in  a  convent ;  that  Mr. 
Pultney  in  confidence  gave  him  the  following  anecdote,  viz. 
That  in  the  latter  part  of  last  winter,  or  beginning  of  last 
spring,  there  was  an  Englishman  of  distinction  here  who,  in 
conversation  with  a  friend  of  Mr.  Vergennes,  expressed  bis 
regret  that  the  ofTairs  of  America  could  not  be  so  arranged 
as  to  lead  to  peace.  The  friend  mentioned  this  to  Ver- 
gennes, who  agreed  to  admit  tlie  Englishman  to  an  audience 
on  the  subject  Accordingly,  the  Englishman  and  this  friend 
wailed  upon  the  minister,  who,  in  the  conference,  ofibred 
to  divide  America  with  Britain,  and  in  case  the  latter  agreed 
to  the  partition,  that  the  force  of  France  and  Britain  should 
be  used  to  reduce  it  to  the  obedience  of  the  respective  sove- 
reigns. On  parting,  tlie  minister  said  that  in  case  this  o^r 
should  not  be  accepted,  he  reserved  to  himself  the  right  of 
denying  all  that  he  had  said  about  it ;  that  this  offer  was 
reiiised,  and  that  the  friend  in  a  letter  to  the  Englishman 
had  expressed  his  regret  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Oswald  told 
me  further,  that  Mr.  Pultney  assured  him  that  he  received 
this  ioJbrmation  from  tlie  Englishman's  own  mouih.    Mr. 
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OnrakL  spoke  handeomely  of  Mr.  PuItnejr'B  character.    I 
advised  him  to  triu»  the  matter  fuitber^and  if  t^^  togetit     .^V 
|voperiy  authenticated,  which  be  proinited  to  do.''  . 

It  appears  from  the  date  of  this  anecdote  that  it  was  told 
to  Mr.  Jay  after  the  preliminary  articles  had  been  agreed 
on  by  the  negotiators,  but  befinre  they  had  leceiyed  the 
assent  of  the  British  cabinet  It  may  therefoxe.be  supposed 
t|iai  the  object  of  the  communication  was  to  prejudice  ^ 
Ameiiban  commissimer  agliinst  the  French  court,  and  thus 
to  induce  him  more  readily  to  yi^ld  to.  the  objections  iR^ch 
England  mjg^t  possibly  make  to  the  articles.  Such  a  sup* 
position  will  not  apply  .to  the  following  narrative^  which 
was  not  given  till  after  the  preliminary  treaty  was  signed, 
and  all  the  great  points  in  dispute  finally  settled. 

«22d  December,  1782.— Between  7  and  8  o'clobk  this 
evening  I  visited  Mf.  Oswald.  After  fOme  general  coik> 
versation  he  tobk  occanon  to  say  that  Lord  Mount  Stbart, 
the  son  of  Lord  Bute,  had  dined  with  him  to-day ;  and  that 
he  had'^also  seen  his  brother  CoL  Stuart,  who  had  served 
the  whole  war  in.  America  He  spoke  of  the  odonel's 
aversion  to  the  American  war,'and  the  account  he  gave  of 
the  vrant  of  discipline  and  the  disorder  whicli  prevailed  in 
the  British  army  there.  He  passed  several  encomiums  on 
the  colonePs  character ;  sometimes  of  the  father  and  then  of 
the  sons',  observing  how  unlike  they  were  to  what  the 
fiither  was  supposed  to  be ;  though  for  his  pert,  he  believed 
that  more  sins  virere  laid  on  his  back  than  be  had  ever  com* 
mitted.  .He  said  that  Lord  Mount  Stuart  execrated  the 
American  war,  and  had  shown  him. to-day  several  letters 
written  by  him  at  Turin  (where  he  was  ambassador)  to 
Lord  Hilsb(nough  on  that  subject  Mr«  Oswald  asked  me 
if  I  remembered  what  he  had  told  me  of  Mr.  Pultney's 
information  about  the  propositions  of  Count  Vergennes,  to 
divide  America  with  Britain.  I  told  him  I. did.  'Well, 
says  he,  *  the  same  kind  of  proposition  was  made  to  Lord 
Mount  Stuart    His  lordship  brought  vrith  him  here  to 
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dinner  his  letter-book,  which  he  did  Qot  choose  to  leave 
with  his  charge  d'afTaires,  and  in  which  he  showed  me  his 
letters  written  with  his  own  hand,  {for  he  would  not  confide 
it  to  his  secretary)  to  Lord  Hilsborough ;  and  the  first  letter 
was  dated  in  the  month  of  September,  1 780  ;  from  which  it 
appears  that  a  Mr.  Mally,  who  had  formerly  travelled  with 
Lord  Mount  Stuart,  and  ia  an  honorary  professor  at  Geneva, 
and  is  employed  to  write  the  history  of  Hesse,  »Stc.,  for  which 
be  receives  annuities ;  a  man,  in  short,  well  known  among 
men  of  letters,  was  employed  by  Mr.  Neckar  to  make  over- 
tures to  Lord  Mount  Stuarl,  about  putting  an  end  to  the 
war,  by  dividing  America  between  Britain  and  France,  the 
latter  to  have  the  eastern  part. 

Mr.  Oswald  also  says  that  Lord  Mount  Stuart  went  to 
Geneva  on  the  occasion,  where  he  conversed  with  Mr.  Mally, 
and  that  his  lordship  read  to  him  out  of  his  letter-book  French 
letters  from  this  Mr.  Mally  to  liis  lordship  on  the  sulgect,  after 
his  return  to  Turin:  that  this  ccarespondence  contains  a  very 
curious  and  particular  account  of  French  intrigues,  particu- 
larly that  Neckar  wished  for  peace,  because  his  system  could 
only  raise  money  enough  to  provide  for  old  arrears  and 
for  current  expenses ;  and  were  he  obliged  to  sustain  the 
expense  of  the  war,  he  must  break  in  upon  it,  and  perhaps 
be  disgraced ;  it  also  mentioned  the  intrigues  to  get  De 
Sartine  out  of  the  marine  department;  and  Mr.  Oswald 
says  that  the  overtures  about  America  were  conducted 
with  a  variety  of  precautions  for  secrecy,  and  with  a  stipu- 
lation or  condition  that  both  parties,  in  case  they  did  not 
agree,  should  be  at  liberty  to  deny  aU  that  passed.  He 
told  me  that  my  lord  wrote  strongly  to  Lord  Hilsborough 
against  the  American  war,  and  that  the  latter  in  answer 
told  him  it  was  a  subject  out  of  his  line,  and  with  which  it 
was  not  proper  for  him  to  interfere.  Lord  Mount  Stuart 
was  offended  with  the  minister  for  this,  and  he  brought  his 
letter-book  with  him  to  Mr.  Oswald  to  show  him  the  full 
state  of  the  matter.    Mr.  Oswald  said,  that  as  he  had  told 
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me  the  affidr  of  Mr.  Poltney,  he  could  not  forbear  mentioii- 
wg  thig  alflOyfor  it  was  ^  little  strange  that  so  extraordinary 
a  matter  should  come  so  circumstantial  and  icorrespoodent 
from  mich  different  and  unconnected  quarters.  He'desired 
me  to  consider  thid  commuilicalion  as  very  confidential^ 
adding  that  he  could  iay  more,  but  tluit  it  would  not  be 
proper  for  him  at  present  to  enter  into  a  detail  ofifiirther 
particulars.* 

The  hig^  respect  entertained  for  Mr.  Oswald  by  the 
American  )BommissionerB  predudes  all  suspicion  that  the 
frets  above  related  were  &brioated  ^xf  him.  How  far  be 
WM  imposed  upon  by  his  informants,  how  far  his  informants 
were  themsehres  deceived,  and  )iow  far  these  relations  are 
correct  or  otherwise,  are  questions  vdudi  ]iroiMtbly  will 
nover  be  fuHy  aitfwered.  It  is  not  known  what  were  Mr. 
Jay's  sentiments  on  the  subject;  He  recorded  at  the  time 
the  informati<m  he  received,  but  without  comment.    ' 

We  have  already  laentioned  Mr.  Van  Schaack  as  ii  firm' 
but  consdentioiis  adherent  to  the  British  cause.  This  gen- 
tleman had  suflfared  many  privations  and  inconveniences  in 
America,  on  account  of  his  loyalty,  certainly  with  the  con- 
currence, if  not  in  part  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Jay. 
He  had  at  last  obtained  permission  to  leave  his  country, 
and  to  settle  in  England.  These  circumstances  had,  for 
several  years,  suspended  all  intercourse  betw^n  him  and 
his  former  firiend ;  it  was  renewed  by  the  following  corres- 
pondence : 
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**  London,  llth'Auguit,  1782. 
*<  (Rathbone-place)  No.  20,  CharloUe-itiMt. 

""Dmam  Sir, 

*^  Though  I  have  taken  up  my  pen  to  vnite  to  you,  I  own 

I  hardly  know  what  to  say ;  embarrassed  as  I  am  by  a 

consideration  of  the  strange  predicament  we  stand  in  to 

each  other,  compared  with  our  connexion  in  earlier  life. 
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I  write,  therefore,  without  any  precise  object,  trusting  to 
what  chance  (if  any  thing  it  should)  may  produce  from  it. 
One  thing,  however,  I  must  premise,  which  is,  that  I  have 
no  design  of  making  this  introductory  to  any  improper 
request.  Pride,  at  whatever  it  may  be  called,  will  restrain 
me  from  any  application  that  might  expose  me  to  the  mor- 
tification of  a  refusal ;  and  I  am  not  so  weak  as  to  attempt 
to  prev^  in  any  matter  inconsistent  with  your  duty,  and 
in  1/our  fense  of  it.  The  impressions  of  my  youth  are  not 
easily  effaced  (  and  the  new  scenes  I  have  passed  through 
have  notaJterodmyoldnotionsofright  and  wrong.  Cdlam, 
non  animutn.  Whether  what  has  passed  has  altered  your 
opinion  of  me  as  a  man,  I  owti,  is  a  question  I  could 
wish  to  have  resolved.  The  artificial  relations,  introduced 
by  a  state  of  society,  may  vary  or  be  dissolved  by  events 
and  external  circumstan<;es ;  but  there  are  others  which 
nothing  but  deyiation  from  moral  rectitu4e  wn,  I  think, 
atmihiJale. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  the  increase  of  your  family,  and 
sincerely  wish  you  and  Mrs.  Jay  every  donlestic  happiness. 
"  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Peter  Van  ScniVAcs." 

"to  petbb  van  schaack. 

"  PsriK,  ITlh  Sept.,  1788. 
"  Dear  Sir, 
"Dr.  Franklin  sent  me  this  morning  your  letter  of  Ilth 
August  last:  I  thank  you  for  it.  Aptitude  to  change  in  any 
thing  never  made  a  part  of  my  disposition,  and,  I  hope, 
makes  no  part  of  my  character.  In  the  course  of  the. 
present  troubles  I  havcadhered  to  certain  fixed  principles, 
and  faithfully  obeyed  their  dictates,  without  regarding  the 
consequences  oi'  such  conduct  to  my  friends,  my  family,  or 
myself;  all  of  whom,  however  dreadful  the  thought  I  have 
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Ifrer  been  ready  to  .9acrifice,  i£  necessary,  to  tho  public 
objects  in  CQntest  .\        .•  /    • 

^  Believe  me,  my  he^  half  nevertheless*  been,  on  more 

•  •  •  '     .  ,'       ' .  ■ 

thw  one  .occiELsion,  afflicted  by  the  execution  of.  what  I 
thought,  and^till  think, 'wa^  my  4uty..  ^l  ielt*very  sensibly 
for  you  and  foi; -others  ;  I^ut  as  SK)ciety  cap  Tegkrd'ojoly  the 
political'  propriety  of  men's  conduct,  and  not  the  QCiOFal  pro- 
priety of  tbeir  motives  to  it,  I  could  only  lament  youi* 
Uf^avoidably  becoming  e]asse<ji  with  many  whose  mdraUty 
was  conyeniehc^,  and  iv^hoae  politics  chained'  with  the 
aspect  of  public  affidrs;      ^-     , 

.  ^'  My  regard  for.  you,  as'  4  good  old  friend,  continued  not- 
.withstanding.  Go^  JuiQWs^  t^at  inclination  )iever  had  a 
ahare  in  any  proceedings /of  .iniiie  against  you ;  from  iU(!h' 
'^thorns  no  man  could  expect  to  gather  grapes ;'  and  the 
only  consolation  that  can  gi'qw  in  their,  unkindly  shade  is  a 
eonsciousneiss  of  doing  one's  dt|ty,  and  the  r^fleetion  that  as, 
on  the  one  hand,  I  have  vmiformly  preferred  the  public  weal 
to  my  friends  and  connexions ;  so  on  the  other,  I  have 
never  been  urged  by  privstte  resentment  to  'injure- a  single 
individual.  ^       .   /•  .  .       >        . 

"Your  judgment,  and.  consequently  your  conscience,  dif- 
fered from  mine  on  arVefy  important  question ;  but  thoughy 
as  an  independent  American,  I  considered  all  who  were  not 
for  us,  and  you  among  the  rest,  as  against  us;  yet,  be 
assured,  that  John  Jay  did  not  cease  to  be  a  friend,  (b  Peter 
Van  Schaack.  .     ' 

**  No  one  can  serve  two  /hasters :.  either  Brftain  was 
right,  and  America  wrong;  or  America  was  right,  and 
Britain  wrong.  They  who  thovight  Britain  right  were 
bound  to  support  her.;  and  America  Had  a  just  claim  to  the 
services  of  those  who  approved  her  cause.  Hence  it 
became  our  duty  to  take  one  side  or  the^  other ;  and  no 
man  is  to  be  blamed  for  preferring  the  one  whieh  his  reason  * 

recommended  as  the  most  just  and  virtuous.  vT 

"  Several  of  our  countrymen  indeed  left,  and  took  arms 
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against'us,  not  from  any  such  principles,  but  from  the  most 
dishonourable  of  buman  motives.  Their  conduct  has  been 
of  a  piece  ^tli  .Iheir  inducements,  for  they  have  far  out- 
stripped savages  in  pcrtidy  and  pru^lty.  Against  these 
men  every  American  must  set  his  face  and  steel  his  heart. 
There  arc  others  of  them,  though  not  many,  who,  I  believe, 
opposed  us  because  they  thought  they  cuuld  not  conscien- 
tionsly  go  with  us.  To  such  of  these  as  have  boliaved  with 
humanity,!  wish  every  sftecies  of  prosperity  that  may  con- 
sist with  the  good  of  itiy  country. 

"You  see  how  naturally  I  slide  into  the  habit  of  writing 
88  freely  as/  used  U)  Speak  to  you.  Ah!  my  friend,  if 
ever  I  see  New- York  again,  I  expect  to  meet  with  '  the 
shade  of  many  a  departed  joy.'  My  heart  bleeds  to  think 
of  it 

"  How  is  your  health  t  Where  and  how  are  your  chil- 
dren 1  Whenever,  as  a  private  friend,  it  may  be  in  my 
power  to  do  good  to  cither,  teU  me.  While  I  have  a  loaf, 
you-andlhey  may  freely  partake  of  it  Don't-let  thia  idea 
hurt  you.  If  your  circumstances  are  easy,  I  ivjoice  i  if  not, 
I6t  rtic  take  off  their  rougher  edges. 

"  Mrs.  Jay  is  obliged  by  your  remembrance,  and  presents 
you  her  ctsnpliments.  The-  healfli  of  us  both  is  but  deli- 
cate. Our  little  girl  has  been  very  ill,  but  is  now  well. 
My  best  wishes  always  attend  you,  and  be  assured  that, 
notwithstanding  any  pohlical  changes, 

"  I  remain,  dear  Peter, 
"  Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

"JottH  Jay." 

"TO    JOHN   JAY. 

'  "  London,  15th  Oet.  I78S, 

"Dear- Sir, 
"  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  my  feelings  upon  the 
perusal  of  your  very  friendly  letter.     I  consider  it  as  a. 
perfect  pcture,  in  which  1  can  trace  every  well  known 
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feature  of  your  character.  Your  unreserved  commemora- 
tion of  our  old  friendstup,  and  assurance  of  its  continuance ; 
your  kind  mquiricrinio  *  the  situation  of  me  and^ny  chilr 
dren,  -and  generous  offers  with  respect  to  both  them  fod 
myself;  and  your  jpathetic  allusion  to  the  melancholy  scenes 
you  will  meet  upon  your  return-  to  Ne'V^-York,  melted  my 
heart ;  and. every  idea  of  party  Histinction  or  political  c<hb- 
petition  "vanished  in  an  instant !  •.•*.'. 

**'Tbe  liije  you^have  drawn  between  "your  political  char- 
f^cter.  and  your  private^  friendships  is  so  strongly  marked, 
and  will  be  so  strictly  attended  to  by  me,  that  I  hope^our 
correspondence  wjU  not  end  here.  •  Be  assured^  that  were 
I  Arraigned  at  tli^'bar,  and  you  my  jodge,  I  should  expect 
to  stand  or  fall  only  by  the  wierits  of  my  cause.  . .      • 

"With  respect  to  the  great  contest  in  wbjch, -unfortu- 
nately, I  differed  from  others  gf  my  valuable  friends  aji 
well  as  yourselft  I  can  say  with  the'  most  sacied  regard 
to  truth,  I  was  actuated  by  no  motive  unfriendly  to  my 
country,  nor  by  any -consideration  of  a  personal,  or 
private  nature.  Men's  h^artd  aiie  not  always  kh6wn,  even 
to  themselves ;  but,  believe  me  that  I  sj^ared.no  'pains  in  ex- 
amining" into  all  the  secret  rece.sscfs  of  mine.  I  can  «ay, 
too,  that  my  wUhes  were  to  have  gone  with  yon.  The 
very  appearance  (and  ii^  jny  .view  of  things  it  was  appear- 
ance only)  of  taking  part  against  my  country  distressed 
me  in  the  extreme.  Could  it  be  for-  the  sake  of  Great 
Britain  that  I  could  wish  to  sacrifice  the  welfare  of  my 
native  country  ?  My  attachment  to  hef  (great  indeed  it 
was)  was  founded  in  the  relation  she  stood  in  to  America, 
and  the  happiness  which  I  conceived  America  derived  from 
it :  nor  did  it  appear  to  me,  frpm  any  thing  that  had  hap- 
pened, that  the  connexion  ,w«ls  dissolved.  Upon  the  whole, 
as  even  in  a  doubtful  case,  I  would  rather  be  the  patient 
sufferer,  than  nm  the  risk  of  being  the  active  aggressor; 
and  ds  J  should  rather  be  ^  even  a  figure  for  the  hand  of 
scorn  to  point  its  slow  and  moving  finger  at  than  to  destroy 
the  peace  of  my  own  mind,  I  concluded,,  rather  than  to 
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support  a  cause  1  could  not  apprnve,  to  bear  every  dislres* 
that  mglil  .  esult  fiom  tlie  part  I  took ;  and  if  America  is 
happier  for  tlio  revolutioiv  I  declare  solemnly  that  I  shall 
rejoice  that  the  side  I  was  on  was  the  unsuccessful  one. 
You,  my  dear  sir,  will  excuse  my  saying  thus  much  on  a 
sj^ect  so  iiileresling  to  all  that  is  dear  to  me  in  life.  My 
fae'art  warms  whenever  our  country  (I  must  call  it  ray 
country)  is  the  subject ;  and '  in  my  separation  from  it,  '  I 
have  dragged  at  each  remove  a  lengthening  chain.' 

"  I  am  sorry  ^at  the  liealth  of  you  and  Mrs.  J^y  should 
be  but  indifferent ;  and  you  have  my  most  cordial  wish  that 
you  may  both  again  enjoy  this  invaluable  blessing.  -Per- 
haps it  would  s(fund  equivocaUy  were  I  to  express  a  wish 
that  you  would  not  attend  so  much  to  public  business,  but 
remember  what  Horace  says  of  a  wise  and  good  man: 
'  Ultra  quam  satis  est,  virtutem  si  jictat  ipsam.'  Your  horse, 
I  hope,  is  your  only  physician ;  and  as  to  an  apotliecary,  I 
hope  y  u  will  not  require  even  an  ass.  My  health,  which 
you  kindly  inquire  after,  was  never  better,  saving  the  com- 
plaint in  my  sight,  wliich,  however,  gires  me  no  pain. 
The  one  eye  is  quite  useless,  and  two  years  ago  I  got  an 
attack  upon  the  other ;  at  that  period,  indeed,-my  friend,  I 
wanted  consolation ;  but  I  bless  God  I  found  resources  in 
my  mind  which  very  soon  prepared  me  with  resignation  for 
the  worst 

"  As  to  my  circumstances,  my  dear .  sir,  they  are  quita 
easy ;  rendered  so  by  the  provision  my  good  father>in-law 
made  for  my  cliildren :  were  they  otherwise,  I  know  no  man 
who  could  sooner  induce  me  to  invade  my  maxim  against 
incurring  pecuniaryobligations  than  yoursclf.for  between  the 
professions  and  actions  of  my  friend  John  Jay,  I  never  yet 
have  known  one  insUince  of  a  variance.  My  spirits,  loo, 
are  good ;  and  I  have  a  good  circle  of  acquaintances,  not 
only  in  town,  but  in  the  pleasant  villages  in  its  neighbour- 
hood, where  I  frequently  walk  ten  or  twelve  miles  before 
dinner.  Upon  the  whole,  !  behevo  few  persons  enjoy 
more  social  and  convivial  hours  than  I  do ;  and  though  I  do 
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not  so  often  partake  of  the  f  feast  of  reason,  and  the  Aqw  of 
soul/  .as  I  did  at  N^w-^York,  y^t  I  ought  rathei:  to  be  thank- 
ful for  my  situation  than  to  repine  at  ipy  share  of  thejmblic^ 
calamity,  which  has  involved  so  manjr  families  m  rtiin. 

**  My  children  (I  acJinowledgQ  it  gratefully)  have  been 
permitted  to  remain  at  Kinderhook ;  which,  f^y^the^y,  is 
become  the  Athens  of  the  county  of  Albany ;  Harry  is 
represented  Xo  me  as  a  lively  boy,  and  has  been  examiiied 
and  approved  af  .Yale  College :  I  hope  the  poor  fellow  will 
not  be  reptoaphed  with  the  malignity  of  his  father;  cm  my 
part,  I  assure  yon  I  have  often  captioned  my  friends  to 
take  care  not  to  let  him  imbibe  any  poli^cal  prejudices  on 
account  of  any  ill  usage  iie  might  possibly^  suppose  I  had 
received^  'I  would  bot  let  him  come  to  England,  because 
^I  mean  he  should  never  leaye  America.  If.  he  has  'iem 
American  education,  with  a  good  share  of  thje  weighty 
bullion  of  Apierican "Sense,  I  •;  shall  not  regret  his  being  un« 
acquainted  with  th6  refinements  pf  the  Old  World.  Can. 
you  forgive  me  for/dwelling  so  long  on  my  private  con- 
cerns ?  Your  kind  inquiries- convince  me  you  can.'  What 
a  great  theatre  are  you  acting  uppn;  and  what  a  conspicu- 
ous pcut  do  you  sustain  I  .  What  a  fund  of  information 
must  you  have  collected ;  and,  conscious  of  the  rectitude 
of  your  measures,,  what  must  be  your  feelings  upon  the 
consummation !  .  I  have  always  considered  you  as  one  of 
the  most  formidable  enemies  of  this  country,  but  since 
what  has  happened,  has  happened,  there  is  no. man  t6  whom 
I  more  cordially  wish  the  glory  of  the  achievement.. 

"  My  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Jay ;  and  ; 

*•  Believe  me,  dear  sir, 
"  Your  affectionate  friend,  and  sincere  well  wisher, 

"  Peter  Vakt  Schaack.'' 

Mr.  Van  Schaack  returned  after  the  peape  to  New- York, 
where  he  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  an  eminent  lawyer  and 
estimable  citizen.  The  friendship  which  dictated  the  fore- 
going letters  was  interrupted  only  by  death. 
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"TO   MHS.    HLKaARBT   LmWOSTON.' 

"  PariB,  aeth  Augwt,  1782. 
"  Dear  Madam, 
"  YdOr  fiivour  of  the  21st  of  April  reached  me  the  18th     J 
of  July  last,  and  is  the  only  letter  I  have  as  yet  been 
honoured  witli  from  you,  tke  one  you  allude  to  hanjng  mis- 
carried; I  regret  its  loss,  for  I  am  persuaded  it  was  a    '. 
friendly  one.  ' 

"  The  first  and  only  intelligence  I  have  received  of  my 
father's  death  is  contained  in  your  and  Robert's  letters. 
That  event  was  not  unexpected,  but  my  long  absence 
greatly  increased  the  bitterness  of  it.  From  the  day  I  left 
him,  I  never  ceased  to  regret  that  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  soften  hia  troubles  by  those  soothing  attentions  and  re^ 
turns  of  gratitude  which  he  had  a  right  to  expect,  and 
which  always  make  the  most  pleasing,  impressions  on  those 
by  whom  we  have  been  the  nrosl  highly  obliged.  Hia  , 
affection  for  me  was  unbounded,  and  he  knew  how  sensible 
r  was  of  it.  He  has  had  severe  trials,  but  they  are  , 
over.  I  have  lost  in  him  an  honest  friend  and  a  kind 
father,  who  never  denied  me  any  thing,  but  from  my 
I  youth  was  even  .studiods  to  anticipate  my  very  wishes. 

Thank  God,  there  is  another  world  in  which  we  ;nay  meet 
and  be  happy.     His  being  there  is  a  new  motive  to  my  fol- 
t<i  lowing  his  footsteps.     I  assure  you,  I  know  the  value  of  / 

Christian  resignation :  it  has  been  friendly  to  me  on  several 
f  occasions,  which  may,  perhaps,  one  day  furnish  us  with 

■  ■  matter  for  conversation.     I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for 

1.  reminding  me  ofthe  great  business  and  purpose  of  my  life. 

'  Such  admonitions,  so  'given,  are  never  unseasonable,  and 

tt  always  kind.     I  am  persuaded   that  they  who  have  no 

L  regard  for  their  own  souls  will  seldom  have  much  for  the 

happuiesa  or  interest  of  others  ;  and  I  have  learned  to  es- 
I  pect  no  sincere  attachment  from  those  whose  principles  of 


'7 


■  Molhei  ofthe  Hon.  Hobert  R.  Living»toii,  MCteUirj  tot  toniga  afikiri. 
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action  are  created  by  occasional  convenience.  .  These  re- 
flections afford  a  test  for  professions,  and  that  test  tells  me 
to  believe  yourfi  to  be  real,  and  to  rely  upon  it  accordingly. 
The  regard  and  good  opinion  of  the  good,  yield  ration^ . 
pleasure,  and  I  value  this  ground  of  satisfaction  too  highly 
to  omit  any  opportunity  of  cultivating  it.  .V^   \ 

**"!  re}oice  in  Robert's  good  health,  and  .in  that  of^hisr 
dau^ter :  I  bdieve  every  syllable  you  say  of  her  tiemo^r^ 
and  difipofiition,  for  unless  by  supposing  some  peryers^    * 
cross,  it;  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  her  having  a  bkd  *  * 
one.    I  should  be  happy  if  this  blessing  were  to  be  sooi^.' 
followed  by  that  of  a  son  equally  promising ;  for  Claremont 
has  my  best  wishes -that  it  may  administer  affluence  to  af^ 
long  fBCcession  of  >¥ise  and  good  possessors.  -  -■ 

**  You  ask  me  when  ^e  .^hall  meet  7     I  wish  it  was  in 
my  power  to  answer  this  question  with  certainty,  but  it  is    y 
not ;  all  I  can  say  is,  that  one  of  my  first  wishes  is  to    >^ 
return,  and  to  spend  my  days  with  a  brother 'and  sister 
whom  I  tenderly  love,  and  whose  afflictions  I  earnestly 
desire  to  alleviate  by  every  prpof  of  fraternal  afiection.      ^ 
It  might,  perhaps,  "be  in  my  power  to  pass  a  more  splendid 
and  easy  life  on  this,  than  on  that  side  of  the  water,  where 
the  wrecks  of  the  fortunes  of  the  family  afford  no  very  flat^ 
tering  prospects.    But  as  personal  considerations  ought  to 
have  no  influence;  I  adhere  to  my  first  determination,  that 
the  term  Of  my  absence  shall  depend  entirely  on  public 
convenience ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  not  detain  me 
longer  than  until  the  conclusion  of  the  treaties  which  are 
to  terminate  the  war. 

"  Mrs.  Jay  assures  you  of  her  affecUon  and  respect :  be 
pleased  to  present  our  compliments  and  best  wishes  to  your' 
good  family ;  and  believe  me  to  be 

"Deaf  madam, 

"  With  sincere  esteem  and  attachment, 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"John  Jay.^' 


i%B6  htrs  or  johh  jat. 

'  Mr.  Jay's  health  having  suffered  severely  from  the  climate 
of  Spain,  and  also  from  long  and  close  application  to  busi- 
ness, he  was  induced,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  to 
tuake  an  excursioa  into  Normandy. 

1''        '      ■       ".■  "to   MRS.  JAY. 

_"'     "V      .*_.  ~        "Roium,  9lh  Jan.,  1783. 

"  Mv  liBiR  Sally, 

■""  "  It  is  pleasant  to  observe  the  goodness  of  Providence  in 
having  made  our  duty  and  our  happiness  consist  in  the 

kiame  acts.  My  attentions  to  you  are  stimulated  by  both 
these  mptives,  and  receive  ad  additional  inducement  frtRn 
the  reflection  that  ihey  are  never  uninteresting, 

"Wc  arrived  here  last  eveuiiig.  Tlie  eountrv  between 
ibia  and  Paris  appears  to  .be  fertile  and  well  culttvateffi  and 
afibrded  us.sOtne  a^eeable  views,  notwithstanding  the  did 
■  4rizzi)ng  we&ther  which' -accompanied  us  ^most  the  Whol* 
of  the  way.  Notwithstanding  that  unjavourable  cirean^ 
BtanbA,  I  find  myseIR' rather  better  than.'when  I  leftyooj 
for  t  have  more  appetite  and  less  pain  in  the  breast  ihu 
usual:  as  to  sleep  1  still  continue  a  stranger  to  it;  thou^' 
were  it  not  necessary  to  health,  I  should  not  regret  tbi 

.  loss  of'it  ■•  i" 

"  As  my  principal  object  in  this  excursion  is  exercise,  we 
shall  set  out  for  'Havre  on  Saturday  morning,  where  I  sludl 
etay  only  a  day  or  two,  and  then  return  here,  I  am  tolt  ■ 
there  -will  prcJbably  be  much  commerce  between  that  port 
and  America.  For  that  reason,  Iwish  tD  take  this  oppoi^ 
lunity  of  acquiring  some  further  information  respecting  it 
than  I  no\r  haVe.  In  case  I  should  be  soon  wanted  (which 
1  don't  think  Very  probable),  let  me  instantly  know  iL  A 
letter  under, cover  to  Mr,  Holker,  at  this  place,  will  be  care- 
fully delivered;  Remember  me  to  our  friends ;  kiss  our 
dear  little  girl  for  me,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

'  -  "  Your  affectionate 

"JOHM   3 AT." 
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**TO  MRS.   JAY. 

«  Rouen,  18th  Jan.,  1783. 

*^  My  DBAm  Sally^ 
**  A  litde  letter  I  wrote  you  this  morning  confaitied  a 
promise  of  another  by  to-morrow's  ^  st,  and  to  perform  it 
*I  am  now  retired  to  my  room.  I  fear  yom*  expectations 
respecting  the  speedy  recovery  of  my  health  are  too  san« 
guine*  As  I  lost  it  by  abnost  imperceptible  degrees,  the 
restoration,  of  it  will  doubtless  be  gradual,  and  I  shall  think 
myself  happy  if  I  regain  it  on  these  terms.  If  my  endeav- 
09n  succeed,  I  shall  be  grateful ;  if  not,  I  shall  be  res^^ned* 
I  hope  you  Inll  always  consider  these  matters  in  their  true 
points  of  view,  and  not  permit  vain  hopes  or  causeless  fears 
to  distress  either  you  or  me.  The  more  easy  and  happy 
you  are,  the  more  I  shall  be  so  also,  and  consequently  the 
better  prospects  we  shall  both  have  of  future  health.  I  am 
better  than  when  I  left  you,  though  not  mudi.  The 
weather  has  been  and  still  is  very  unfavourable,  but  it  must 
change  .soon,  and,  thank  God,  it  cannot  change  for  the 


**  If  the  letter  from  the  marquis  came  by  the  post,  that  is» 
if  there  are  post-marks  on  the  cover,  send  it  to  me ;  if  not, 
keep  it  till  I  return ;  and  observe  the  same  rule  as  to  all 
other  letters  you  may  receive  for  me. 

"  This  town  is  daily  amused  with  contradictory  reports 
respecting  peace ;  they  are  anxious  about  it,  and  with'rea- 
son,  for  the  uncertainty  of  its  taking  place  holds  commerce 
suspended,  and  injures  the  mercantile  interest  greatly.  I 
am  pleased  with  this  city  and  the  people  of  it ;  they  are 
industrious  and  hospitable.  -Their  manufactures  are  very 
considerable,  and  very  proper  for  our  country,  with  w||iom 
they  will  certainly  have  a  great  trade,  unless  it  be  fettered 
and  embarrassed  with  superfluous  regulations  and  ill-judged 
lestrictions.     I  suspect  the  trade  of  this  country  stands  in 

VOL.  I. Z 


I  no  Ura    (W  JOHH   JAY.  ■'     I 

need  of  revision  very  generally.     Kiss  our  little  girl  for  ^ 
[  me,  and  believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Sally, 

"  Your  very  affectionate  husband,  i 

ff  "JoHx  Jay."       I 

i 

B  On  the  30th  January  the  negotiations  for  peace  between    ' 

I  the  belligerent  powers  had  so  far  advanced  as  to  lead  their"! 

t  several  ministers  to  agree  to  a  suspension  of  hoatihlies. 

f  The  American  commissioners,  having  already  secured  *] 

I  by  the  preliminary  articles  the  great  object  for  which  their     | 

country  had  contended,  were  now  desirous  of  placing  the     I 
future  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 

Y  and  Great  Britain  on  a  safe  and  permanent  footing,  by  the 

r  definitive  treaty  about  to  be  made. 

The  negotiations  on  this  subject  were,  however,  extremely 
dilatory,  and  were  ultimately  rendered  fruitless  by  the  fluc- 
tuating counsels  of  the  British  cabinet.  Mr.  Oswald  was 
recalled  soon  after  the  preliminary  articles  were  signed,  and 
it  was  not  till  the  ensuing  spring  that  Mr.  David  Hartly 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  This  interval  afforded  Mr. 
Jay  a  relaxation  from  public  affairs,  to  which  he  had  lot^ 
been  a  stranger,  but  which  his  declining  health  prevented 

'  him  from  enjoying. 


i 


"from   THOMAS   JEFFERSON, 

"  Philadelphia,  April  lltb,  1783. 
"  Dear  Sir, 
"  In  a  letter  which  1  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  you 
by  the  Chevalier  DeChaatellux,l  informed  you  of  my  being 
at  this  place  with  an  intention  of  joining  you  in  Paris ;  but 
the  uncommon  vigilance  of  the  enemy's  cruisers,  imme- 
diately after  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet,  deterred 
every  vessel  from  attempting  to  go  out.  The  arrival  of 
the  preliminaries  soon  aflcr  showed  the  impropriety  of  my 
proceeding,  and  I  am  just  now  setting  out  on  my  return  to 
Virginia.     I  cannot,  however,  take  my  departure  without 
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fBJwg  to  jroonelf  and  your  worthy  colleagues  my  homage 
for  the  good  work  you  have  completed  for  us,  and  con* 
gratulating  you  on  the. singular  happiness  of  having  borne 
ao  distinguished  a  pai;!  both  in  the  earliest  and  latest  trans« 
actions  of  this  revolution.  The  terms  obtained  for  us  idre 
indeed  great,  and  are  so  deemed  by  your  countrymen,  a  few 
iU-designing  debtors  excepted.  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  con* 
tinue  at  some  one  of  the  European  courts  most  agreeable 
to  yourself  that  we  may  still  have  the  benefits  of  your 
talents.  Accept  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  happiness, 
and  be  assured  of  the  sincerity  with  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be, 

^  Dear  sir, 
**  Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

N "  Th.  Jefferson." 

The  hope  expressed  in  this  letter,  that  Mr.  Jay  would 
continue  at  one  of  the  European  courts,  was  likewise  enter- 
tadned  by  Congress,  who  on  the  1st  May  appointed  him,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Addms  and  Dr.  Franklin,  a  com* 
missioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain. 

He  had,  however,  already  formed  the  determination  to 
return  as  soon  as  duty  wpuld  permit  to  his  native  country. 
The  court  of  Spain,  probably  regretting  tte  opportunity 
she  had  lost  of  forming  a  connexion  with  the  new  States 
before  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence,  was  now 
desirous  to  repair  the  error  she  had  committed,  and  accord- 
ingly invited  Mr.  Jay  to  Madrid,  to  renew  his  negotiations. 
This  invitation  he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  decline, 
and  on  the  22d  April  he  thus  expressed  his  intentions  to  the 
secretary  of  foreign  affairs. 

**  After  the  definitive  treaties  are  finished,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  excused  in  trying  the  waters  of  Spa  or  Bath  (which  are 
recommended  to  me),  before  I  proceed  to  Spain.  What- 
ever may  be  their  effect,  I  shall  not  loiter  at  either  place. 
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to  me^  give  them  the  strongest  claims  to  my  love  and 

attention/ 

•  *  Be  pleasedy  sur,  to  present  to  Congress  my  warmest 

acknowledgments  for  the  marks  of  confidence  with  which 

they  have  honoured  me,  and  assure  them,  tfiat  by  becoming 

a  private  citizen,  I  mean  not  to  retreat  fix>m  any  duties 

which  an  American  owes  to  his  country.'' 

Paris  had.  now  become  the  scene  of  extensive  and  im- 
portant negotiations,  which  were  soon  to  result  in  the  paci- 
fication of  both  Europe  and  America,  The  ministers  of 
Gfeat  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  the*  United 
States  of  America  were  assembled,  and  were  engaged  in 
adjusting  the  terms  of  the  several  treaties  of  peace.  The 
preliminaries  between  all  the  powers  except  Great  Britain 
and  Holland  were  settled  before  the  close  of  the  summer ; 
and  there  is  no  small  reason  for  believing,  that  the  stern 
conditions  exacted  by  Britain  from  Holland  were  counte- 
nanced by  an  ally  in  whom  the  Dutch  had  reposed  yn- 
merited  confidence.  Holland  was  represented  in  the  con- 
gress at  Paris  by  two  ministers ;  Mr.  Jay  obtained  a  copy 
of  their  instructions,  and  left  it  amoi^  his  papers.  From 
diis  document  it  appears  that  the  Duke  de  Yauguyon 
French  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  had  there  performed  a 
part  similar  to  that  acted  by  Count  Luzerne  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  that  through  his  representations  the  Dutch  minis- 
ters were  required  to  act  in  concert  with  the  French  court, 
and  **  to  make  confidejUial  communications  of  all  things  to 
them/* 

These  instructions  were  certainly  less  humiliating  than 
those  obtained  by  Count  Luzerne  for  the  American  com- 
missioners, but  they  were  attended  with  more  disastrous 
consequences. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  a  letter  to  his  government  of  the  16th 
June,  speaking  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Dutch, 

*  Hii  blind  brother  aiid  tiittr. 
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remarked:  "And  this  difficulty  probably  arises  from  the 
instructions  in  question,  by  which  they  made  lliemselvea  of 
no  importance,  instead  of  acting  the  part  of  a  sovereign, 
independent,  and  respectable  power.  If  they  bad  held  their 
own  negotiationa  in  their  own  hands,  they  would  probably 
have  obtained  better  terms." 

The  suspicions  entertained  by  Mr.  Adams  ia  June  were 
singulariyconfirmcd  in  August.  One  ofthe  Dutch  ministers 
then  conversing  with  him  on  the  conduct  of  Vergennes, 
observed,  "He  certainly  deceived  me.  The  States  General 
did  very  wrong  to  bind  me  to  leave  so  much  to  the  French 
minister;  but  I  thought  him  an  honest  man,  and  that  I  could 
trust  him,  so  I  left  things  to  him  according  to  my  instructions, 
depending  on  his  word,  and  at  last  I  found  myself  the  dupe."^ 

"to    KOBERT    n,    LniNGSTON. 

■■  [Private.] 

"  PaMj-,  19lh  July,  1783. 

"Dear  Robert, 

*'  Our  despatches  by  Barney  must  be  ready  the  day  after 
to-morrow.  The  many  letters  I  have  written  and  have 
still  to  write  by  him,  together  with  conferences,  company, 
&c.  keep  mc  fully  employed.  You  will,  therefore,  excuse 
my  not  descending  so  much  to  particulars  as  both  of  us 
indeed  might  wish.  As  litde  that  passes  in  Congress  is  kept 
entirely  secret,  we  think  it  prudent  at  least  to  postpone  giv- 
ing you  a  more  minute  detail  than  you  have  already  received, 
of  the  reasons  which  induced  us  to  sign  the  provisional 
articles  without  previously  communicating  them  to  the 
French  minister.  For  your  private  satisfaction,  however, 
1  will  make  a  few  remarks  on  that  subject. 

"  Your  doubts  respecting  the  propriety  of  our  conduct  in 
that  instance  appear  to  have  arisen  from  the  following  cir- 
cimistances,  viz. 

"  IsL  That  we  entertained  and  were  influenced  by  dis- 

•  Letter  of  Mr.  Allan*  to  See.  for  Foreign  Afiui*. — Dip.  Cor.  tu.  150. 
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trusts  and  suspicions  which  do  not  seem  to  you  to  have 
been,  altogether  well  founded. 

**  2d.  That  we  signed  the  articles  without  previously  com* 
municating  them  to  this  court 

^  With  respect  to  the  first  In  our  negotiation  with  the 
British  ccxnmissioner,  it  was  essential  to  innist  on,  and,  if 
possible,  obtain  his  consent  to  four  important  concessions. 

^  1st  That  Britain  should  treat  with  us  as  being  what  we 
were,  viz.,  an  independent  people.  The  French  minister 
thought  thiff  demand  premature,  and  that  it  ought  to  arise 
tnmf  and  not  precede,  the  treaty. 

^2d.  That  Britain  should  agree  to  the  extent  of  boundary 
we  claimed.  The  French  minister  thought  our  demands 
on  that  head  extravagant  in  themselves,  and  as  militating 
against  certain  views  of  Spain  which  he  was  disposed  to 
fiivour.  \  ' 

**  3d.  That  Britain  should  admit  our  right  in  common  to 
the  fishery.  The  French  minister  thought  this  demand  too 
extensive. 

**  4th.  That  Britain  should  not  insist  on  our  reinstating 
the  tories.  The  French  minister  argued  that  they  Ought  to 
be  reinstated. 

"  Was  it  unnatural  for  us  to  conclude  fi"om  these  faqts, 
that  the  French  minister  was  opposed  to  our  succeeding  on 
these  four  great  points,  in  the  extent  we  wished  ?  It  ap- 
peared evident,  that  his  plan  of  a  treaty  for  America  was 
far  from  being  such  as  America  would  have  preferred ; 
and  as  we  disapproved  of  his  model,  we  thought  it  impru- 
dent to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  moulding  our  treaty  by 
it  Whether  the  minister  was  influenced  by  what  he  really 
thought  best  for  us;  or  by  what  he  really  thought  would  be 
best  for  France,  is  a  question  which,  however  easy  or  diffi- 
cult to  decide,  is  not  very  important  to  the  point  under 
consideration.  Whatever  his  motives  may  have  been,  cer- 
tain it  is  that  they  were  such  as  opposed  our  system ;  and 
as  in  private  life  it  is  deemed  imprudent  to  admit  opponents 
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to  full  confidence,  especially  respecting  the  very  matters  in 
competition,  so  in  public  affairs  the  like  caution  seems 
equally  proper. 

"  Secondly.  But  admitting  the  force  of  this  reasoaing, 
why,  when  the  articles  were  completed,  did  we  not  communi- 
cate them  to  the  French  minister  before  we  proceeded  to 
sign  them  1     For  the  following  reasons : 

"  The  expectations  excited  in  England  by  LordShelbume's 
friends,  that  he  would  put  a  speedy  period  to  the  war,  made 
it  necessary  for  him  either  to  realize  those  expectations  or 
prepare  to  quit  his  place.  The  Parliament  being  to  meet 
before  his  negotiations  with  us  were  concluded,  he  found  it 
expedient  to  adjourn  it  for  a  short  term,  in  hopes  of  then 
meeting  it  with  all  the  advantages  that  might  be  expected 
from  a  favourable  issue  of  the  negotiation.  Hence  it  was 
his  interest  to  draw  it  to  a  close  before  Uiat  adjournment 
should  expire ;  and  to  obtain  that  end,  both  he  and  his  com- 
missioner became  less  tenacious  on  certain  points  than  they 
would  otherwise  have  been.  Nay,  we  have,  and  then  had, 
good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  latitude  allowed  by  the 
British  cabinet  for  the  exercise  of  discretion  was  exceeded 
on  that  occasion. 

"  I  must  now  remind  you  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
had  pledged  himself,  in  Mr.  Oswald's  commission,  to  con- 
firm and  ratiiy,  noi  what  Mr.  Oswald  should  verbally  agree 
to,  but  what  he  should  formally  sign  his  name  and  affix  his 
seal  lo. 

"  Had  we  communicated  the  articles,  when  ready  for 
signing,  to  the  French  minister,  he  doubtless  would  have 
complimented  us  on  the  terms  of  them ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  would  have  insisted  on  our  postponing  the  signa- 
ture until  the  articles  then  preparing  between  France,  Spain, 
and  Britain  should  also  be  ready  for  signing — he  having 
often  intimated  to  us,  tliat  we  should  all  sign  at  the  same 
time  and  place. 

"  This  would  have  exposed  us  to  a  disagreeable  dilemma. 
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Had  we  agmd  to  posCpobe  agning  the  artid^s,  the  British 
cabinet  mighty  jand  probiably  -Wbuld,  have  taken  advantage 
of  it  •  They  might,  if  better  prospects  »had  ciSdreA,  haVe 
insisted  that*  the.' articles  were  still  r«*  infecUb-^ihBii  Mr. 
Oswald  h^  exceeded^  the  limit^i  of  his  instructions — and, 
for  both  tbeseqreasons,  .that  they  dbnceive<f  themselves  still  at 
libejrty  to-  depacrt  from  his  opinions,  a^  to  fdrbid  his  exe-  ^ 
euting,  as  their  commissibner,  a*  set  of  articles  which  they 
could  not  approve  of.  ....•• 

'^  It  is  tnie  that  this  mij^ht  not  haVe  happened,"bat  itw 
equally  true  that  it  might  j  and  thegrefbre  ft  was  a  risk  of 
too  great  importance  to  be  run.  .  The  whole  business  Wduld, 
in  that  case,  have  been  set/  cdloat  again ;  tmd  the  minister  . 
of  France  would  have  had*an  opportunity,  at  least,  of  ap». 
proving  the  objections  of  tfie  British  courts  and  of  advising 
us  to  recede  from  demands  which*  in  Ms  opinion  were  im- 
moderate, atid  too  inconsistent  with  die  olaims  of  Spain 
to  meet  with  his  conbuirence. 

"If,  on  the  ether  hand,  wcf  had,  conttaxy  to  ^s*  advice' 
and  reque8t,:l^fused  to  postpone  the  signing,  it  is  natural  io 
suppose  that  suoll  ^fiisal  Would  have  give/i  mpreofience.to 
the  French  minister  than  our  doihg  it  without  cbnstiltihg 
him  at' all  about  the  matter.  *. '      ' 

**  Our  withholding  from  him. the  Icitowlcdge  of  tl^ese  articles 
until  after  they  Were  signed  was  ho  violation  of  our  treatjr 
with  France,  and  therefore  she  has  no  room  for  complaint, 
on  that  principle,  against  the,  United  States. 

"Congress  bad  indeed  made  and  published  a  iresolqtion, 
not  to  make  peace  but  in  confidence  and  concurrenee  with 
France.  , 

"So  far  as  this  res6lution  declares  agaiiist'a  separate 
peace,' it  has  been  incojitestably  observed;  and,  admitting 
that  the  words  "in  confidence  and  in  concurrence  with 
France"  mean  that  we  should  mention  to  the  French  min- 
ister and  consult  with  him  about  every  step  of  our  proceed- 
ings, yet  it  is  most  certain  that  it  was  founded  on  a  mutual 
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understandthg  that  France  wouVd  patronise  our  demaud^ 
and  assiat  ub  iu  obtaining  the  objects  of  them.  E'rance, 
therefore,  l)y  discouraging  our  claimSj-'^easod  to  be  entitled 
to  the  degree  of  confidence  respectirfg  them  which  was  spe- 
cilied  in  the  resolution. 

"  It  may  be  said,  that  France  must  admit  the  reasooable- 
-  ness'of  our  claims,  before  we  could  properly  expect  tlun  she 
'  Bhoulfi  promole  them.  She  knew  what  were  out  claima 
■  before  the  n^oliatipn  commenced,  though  rfie  could  only 
conjecture  what  reception  they  would  meet  with  from 
Britain.  If  she  thought  our  claims  extravagant.  She  may  be 
excusable  for  not  countenancing  Uiem  in  their  full  extent ; 
but  Ihon  We  au)^4  also  to  Ijeexoused,  for  pot  giving  her  the 
fiill  confidence  on  those. subjects,  wliich  was  promised  on 
Uie  implied  condition  of  her  suppor-tfng  them. 

"But  OongrcSs^  poailivelj*  instructed  us  to  do  noHvLOg 
vilhout  the  advice  and  consent  of- the  French  itiiniater,  and 
we  have  departed  from  that  liheof  conduct.  This  is  also 
true ;  but  then  I  apprehend  that  Congress  markfid  out  that 
line  of  conduct  for  their- own  sake,  ami  not  for  the  sake  of 
'France.^  -The  object  of  that'  instruction  was  thefuppcned 
iBtei;;est  .of  America,  aad  not'  o£  France ;  and  we  were 
directed  to  aplt  the  advice  of'  ttte  French,  minister,  because 
it  waS'tboMght  adftthUgeoQs  to  oiir  country  that  we  slioudd 
recei^  and  be  gbvcAmetlby  ill  Qoa^ress  only,  therefoiSt* 
bave'a  right  to-coqiplain^af.our  departiBe  from  the  Iine<^ 
tfiat  instruction.  .'  -'      . 

f  If  it  be  jur^d  that  confidence  ought  to  Subnst  between 
allies,  I  have'  only  to  remark  ^it,  as  the  French  minister 
did  Dot  consult  psabout  hjs'articles,  nor  make  us  any  com- 
BBUnication- tibout  thei^ni  our  giring  him  as  little  trouUe 
about  ours.did  not  violate  any-principle  (tf  reciprocity. 
■  "Our  joint  letter  to'you  by  Capuin  Barney  cintaina  an 
axpUnaticm  of  our  conduct  respectmg  the  separate  article. 
■-  f.l  proceed  now.tq  your  obliging,  letter  of  the  1st  May, 
for  wbicb  1  EiDcerely  thank  you* 
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•  This ;ml]  probably  fifid-  ycu  -irCraremoint :  I  cMsider 
yoiip  resigilaticn  ais  mor^  r^coqcilable/to  ypurplan  and 
▼lews  of  happiness^  thdn 'tD  the  public  godd#  -  The  war  may 

be  ended,  b\it  other'*di9|culties  of  a  serious  nature  remaiiii 

•  ••.'■'•  ^  *  '■  ■•     ■ 

wad  teqfj^  fdl  A6  address  and  wisdom  of  pur  bett  men  to 
iiu)iiage;    '.•    *  ^   •    '        ^*.      ■  .    . /    •      •    V. 

'^As  Beiison  inform^  yom  that  my  ftmnily  had  no  present 
octosion  for  supplies'  fijom.me^  I  ammorei^asy  on  that  beiad 
than  I  have  been.-'.  Ihave  seme,  tear,  hoj^evfer,\lhat,  they 
inayi^atber  have  been  iafluehced  to  decline,  my  Qfiers.,by 
delicacy  with  respect  tb  tf  e,  than;  by  thcf  ease  of  thj^ir  ci^• 
cmtlstances.  I  wish  )rou.  .ynjifld  talce  an  opportOi^ity^  of 
,  talking  freely  with  my  fe-other  Peter  on  thia  subject  .  A^ 
.iKpre  him  that  it  would  ^distress  me  greatly  ^oeere  hi/ot 
indeed' any  of  the  f^m^ly^  to  experience  embarra^ments  in 
^my  power  to  obviate. '  Hejn>ay  shsure  with'mq  to  the  last  shil- 
ling; and  SQ  iriay  Nanfey^abpat  ivhourif  uiitil  within  a  day 
Of  two,!  had  been  very  uneasy.  TelltJiem  atkl  Frederick 
-that  I  mean  J  if  God  pleads,  to  return  next  spring ;  And  that 
dne'of  the, greatest  bl^sinjp  of  jriy-life  will  be,  that'of  rem 
dering  it  subservient  to  thdr  easd  and  wq^are.  I  writ6  to 
Prederiblc  by  this  opportunity,  and  authorize,  him"  to  draw 
upon  me  for  £150,  Yprk  money,  to  be  divided  between  the 
thoee.  If,  on  conversing  with  Peter,  you  should  find  it  to  be 
more  convenient  to  him,  be  pleased  to  •  supply  it,  and  draw 
upon  me  for  the  amount  at  thirty  days'  sight.  *       '. 

"  I  have  lately  heard  of  Mr;  Kis^am's  death.  It  affected 
me  much.  He  was  a  virtuous  and  agreeable  man,  and  I 
owed  him  many  obligations. 

"  Thinking  of  Mr.  Kissam's  family  calls  to  my  mind  the 
fate  of  the  tones.  As  far  as'  I  can  l^arn,  the  general  opinion 
in  Europe  is,  that  they  have  reason"  to  complain,  and  that 
our  country  ought  to' manifest  magnanimity  with  reispect  to 
them.  Europe  neither  knows  nor  can-be  made  to  believe 
what  inhuman,  barbarous  wretches  the  greater  part  of  them 
have  been,  and  therefore  is  disposed  to  pity  them  more  than 
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they  deserve.  1  hope,  for  my  part,  tliat  the  States  wiU 
adopt  some  pririci pie  of  deciding  on  their  cases,  and  that  it 
will  be  suciv  a. one'  ae,  by  being  .perfectly  egnsistent  with 
juBtice  and  huraJinily,  may  meet  with  the  approbation,  not 
only  of  dispaasionale'  njitiona  at  present,  bui  aJso  of  dispas- 
Biohatc  posterity  hereafter.  >  My  opinion  would  be,  to  'par- 
don all  except  the  faitliless  ind,  the  cruel,  and'  publicly  to 
declare  that  by  this  rule  they  should  be  judged  and"  treated, 
Indiscrimmate.  severity  would,  be  wrong  as  well  as  unbe- 
coming; nor  ought  any  man  to  bo  uiarkcd  out  foe  ven- 
geance mete ly  because,  as  Ktng  James  said,  he  would  make 
B  bonnie  tractor.  In  short,  I-lhink  4hQ  faithless  and  cruel 
sl)ouM  be  banished  for  ever,  %aA  their  estates  confiscated  ; 
it  is  jnst  njid  reasonable.  Aa  to  ths'.residue,- who  have 
either  upon  .principle  openly  and  fairly  opposed  us,  or  who, 
from  timidity,  have  flffd  from  tha'atorm  and  remained  inofleQ- 
live,  let  us  not  pnnish  the  fu'st  for  behaving  like  men,  nor 
be.  extremely  severe  to  the  lalj^r  because  nature  had  made 
Jhem  lilte  women. 

.  "1  8en(l  you  &  box  of  pla'ste^  copies  bf  mejlals.  If  Mr*. 
Livingston  will  permit  you  Jo  Jteep  so  many  mistresses, 
reserve  the  ladieg  -for  yourseH  a!nd  givcthe  philosopher 
and  poets  to' Edward.  ■'1 

"■Now  for  our  girls  t  I  congratulate  you  oh  the  health 
ai  the  £rSt,  the  birth  of  the  second,  and  the  promising-  ap- 
{^rance  of  both.  I, will  .cheerfiilly.  be  godfather  to  the 
latter :  what  is  her  name  ? '      -  ,  ,  . 

"Oyr  little  one  iij-doing  well.  If  people  in  heaven  sm 
what  is  going  on  here  below,  my  apcestors  must  derive 
much  pleasure  from  coipparipg  the.circun)stances  atlending 
tbe  expulsion'of  some  of  th^m  from  this  country,  with  thoM 
under  which  my  family  has  been  increased  in  it. 

"  Since  my  removal  to  this  place,  where  the  air  is  re- 
markably good,  the  pain  in  my  brehst  has  abated,  and  I 
mv«  now  no  fever.    Mra.  Jay  is  tolerably  well.    Assure 
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Mrk  Livingston  aiid  our  otber  friends  ,t!nth* you  ol*  our 
regard.    .•    .       -^    .   •  •    .- *      •... 

**  I  am,  your  afiebfionatd  friend,     • 
•        '  .  "John  JayJ*- 

.    In. the  motith  of  August,  the  nego^ations  between  Mr. 

Bartley  and  the' American  commissidners'tennin^ed  in 

an:' agreement.*  to  adopt  the .  preliminary  articles  for  the 

.definitive  treaty  of  pe^ce.    France  and  Spain  Ifad,  by'  this 

time,  b6tfa  settled  theit  respective .  terms  of  |)eac5e,  and  the 

'3d. of  September  vr^i  a{)pointed  for  signing  the^seVetal 

treaties.    On  that  day  Mr.  Jay  bad  the  gratlficatipn^  .in 

eonjunction  ivith  his  coHeagues^  of  putting  6is  naijfie  to  an 

.instrument  thdt  succesi^fully  closed  the -arduous  conte^ 

so  whicbf  he  had  embarked->at  the  first  summons  of  his 

» 

country,  and  ihHKfbich.hehaEd  zealously  persevered  at 
;  every  hazard.  ^  .  '  '  '  .  *•  -..•  " 
.  As  the*  public  ^Goncems  no  longer  'Pequiredr  his  'presence 
mFran6e,he  resolved  to  try  ihc- efficacy  of  the  Bath  waters 
in  re'sfdring  his  health. ..  Leaving  his  /amily  in  France^  he 
repaired  early  in  October  to  Lptfdqn,  where  he  was  almost 
immediately  taken  seriously  illL  Afler  a  month's  detention, 
he  was  able  to  proceed  to'Bath,  ai^d  had  the  happiness  to 
teperience  very  essential  benefit  from  the  waters.  In  the 
ensuing  January  he  returned  to/Pdrts  with  a  large  accession 
of  Jiealth;.  •  '  '    .  • 

A -letter  writterr  while  at  Bath  to  his  friend  Mr. 
Benson  in  America,  discloses  jan  .amiable  trait  in  his 
character.  "  If  my  old  nfiare  is  alive,  I  must  beg  of  you 
and  my  brother  to  take  Very  good  care  of  her.  I  mean  that 
she  should  be  well  fed  and  live  idle,  unless  my.  brother  Peter 
should  choose  to  use  'her.  If  it  should  be  necessity  to 
advance  money  to  recover  her,  I  am  content  you  should  do 
so,  even  to  the  amount  of  double  her  value.  Draw  upoti 
me  for  what  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.**  This 
mare  had  been  given  to  him  by  his  fatliier,  and  had  been 
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curried  off  by  a  parly  of  marauders  who,  in  the  then 
unsettled  slato  gf  the  country,  had  plundered  his  Other's 
feijiiJy. 

1784.]  From  "Mr.  Jay's  return  from  England, 'to  his 
departure  in  the  spring  lor  America,  his' time  was  but  little 
Occupied' by  public  ofi'airs,  nnd  this  circumstance,  together 
with  hia  improved  health.-  and  (he  honourablo  result  of  the 
important  nogutiation  in  whicli  he  had  beeri  engaged,  t/ended 
to  render'riie'  remaining  "months  of  his  residence  in  France 
pecaliarly  agreeable.  He  had  now  leisure  to  enjoy  the 
polished  and  elevated  society  in  wliich  he  moved  ;  and  for 
the  first  time  for  many  years,  he  found  himself  relieved  from 
anxiety  and  responsibility.  But  his  present  situatioB, 
however  gratifying,  could  not  divert  his  thoughts  and 
wishes  from  hia  native  'country.  His  letters  bear  witness 
to  his  strong  desire  to  return  hqme  without  delay,  and 
to  his  mortiticaiioti  at  being  obliged  to  postpone  his  de- 
parture.        -  -' 

*  Congress'had  appointed  an  accomptarit'in  Europe  (Mr. 
fiarclay)  lo  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  their  ministers 
abroad.  Mr.  Jay  liad  been  engaged  in  large  pecuniary 
transactions  for  the  pdblic ;.  and  no  considepatio^s  ooilld ' 
induce  him. by  an  immediate  return  to  AmerIca.to  fumiah 
grounds  for  a  siispjcion,  thaj  he  wished  to  evade  or  port- 
pone  a  settlement  of  his  accounts.  His  secrctat-y  Mr.'^ar- 
michael  had  been  left  in  Spain  as  charge  des  affaires,  and 
that  gentleman  h^  iti  his  possession  all  the  vouchers 
respecting  the  public  receipts  and*^  expenditures.  It  wu 
necessary  that  these  vouchers  shbuld  be  brought  to  Paris 
l>efore  a  settlement  could  jte  effected-with  Mr.  Barclay. 
Bot  Mr.  Carmichael,^  although  earnestly  urged  by  Mr.  Jay, 
refused -tb  leave  Spaia'unless  ordered' to  do  so  by  Congress. 
Mr."  Jay  now  found  himself  under  the  mortifying  necessity 
^  writing  to  Congress  for  an  order  requiring  Mr.  Car^ 
Btiehael's  attendance  at  Paris,  and  of  delaying  ).is  return 
<lo  America  till  that  order  had  been  receiw»d  and  obeyed. 
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Tbi  ordeir  vrfui  granted^  and  JMFr.  Carmickael  attended ;  bill 
in  oonsequenoe^pf  this  delay,  it  wad  not^lill  •  the  month  of 
May  tliat  be  found  himself  inV  capacity  to  Teave  Europe 
with,  prcfpriety^  Having  'settled  all  his  accounts  with  Mr. 
Barclay,  he  departed 'fioom  FarijKwith  his  family  on  the  16th 
May  .for  Doyer/i/ehere  heeml^ked  oa  beard- an  Ainericao 
v^^spl  for  N^  w-York. 


',  - 
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.         •         '  •        .        '    •  '.  «  .  •       • 

lilt  Jty  lands  in  New-York-^Pr^tented  with  tht'Frwdom  ffi  ihe  Cityr*Ap» 

•poinUd  I]le]egAt«  to  popgress-:->AccepU  the  Office  of  Secretary  for  Foreign 

Affid'rs — Notice  of  the  ^rst  VoTaoe  jaade  by  in  Americah  Vessel  to  China 

'.^He  deelfnesbeing  a  Cad^kkte  ibr.GoTerpor^Spanish  Negotiation  m 

•omed  in  New-Yorl[— U€l  pfoposat  to  Otongrass  a  Naval  Eetablishnienfc— 

His  .Controteny  wi^i :  Litttf»|vige-r-£lected  President  of  ManttmisstOD 

Sbclety^-^His  QfAliinents  and  Conduct  respecting  Slavery — Bifficoltiea 

atteiidingf  the  Spanish^egotiation — Mr.  Jay*8  Report  on  the  Infractions 

-  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace — His  Sentiments  on  the  Insufficiency  of  the  Con- 

Merattohrr-Letters  on  the  Subject— A tt'ends  General  Convention  of  the 

EpiffOopal'Church-^Measureii^eadingtQ  the  Formation  of  the  present  Fede* 

•  zal*  Government — Mr.  J^y  engages  in  writing  the  Federalist — Wounded 
in  endeavouring  to  suppress  a  Mob— Writes  an  Address  ii\  behalf  of  the 
new  Constitution— ^Elected  to  the  New-York  Convention — Proceedings  of 
tlM  Convention* 

Mr.  Jay  landed  at  New- York  on  the  24th  July.  When 
we  recollect  the  objects  which  calted  him  abroad,  the  various 
and  trying  scenes  through  which  he  had  passed,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  now  returned  to  his  country, 
we  can  readily  sympathize  in  the  warmth  with  which  he 
announced  his  arrival  in  a  letter  to  a  friend.  ''  At  length, 
my  good  friend,  I  am  arrived  at  the  land  of  my  nativity ; 
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bbA  I  bless  God  that  it  ia^also  the  land  of  light,  liberty,  and 
plenty.     My  emotione  cannot  bo  described." 

The  feelings  with  which  he  was  greeted  'hy  his  fellow- 
citizena  may  he  inferred  from  an  address  presented  to  hini 
l^  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New-York,  accompanied 
by  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box. 

"To    the  honaurabfe  JoHn  Jay,  Esqutre.,  late  one  of  tjui 
mimsten  plenipolenfiaty  of  the  United  Slates  ofAjneriea 

for  negativing  a  peace. 

*<S'i*         '',       ,.■_:,   .-.    .    .   ■    ^  ■■    ■.!•  •■ 
.  •*  Be  pleased  to  accept  the  congratulations  of  the  Hayor, 
-Aldennen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- York,  oa 
your  lafe  return  to  the  jjace  df'your  nativity.  -. 

**  The  revolution,  which  hath  siectirpd' .  our  liberties  and  - 
IttdepeDdeDcer.^nll  not  be  ipore'celebrat^  ifi3r',the  illiistrious 
\events  which  ^ave  man^tced  its  progre^-thtu^  forXhezoII  of 
tbrteioneti  and  heroes  by  whos^  wisdom  and  valeiir,  under 
the  Divihe  favour^  it  hadi  been  established  on  th&  lAost 
solid  basis.  "  ■    ■ , 

Among  these  worthy  patriots  you,  sir,  ar?  Jiighly  distin- 
tinguished.  Id  our  own  conventiOp,  in  our  first  seatof  jus- 
'  tice,  as  a  member  and  as*  president ^f  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  and  9s  a  miuister  pt^potenttary  bMh  ' 
in  Spain  and  France, — you  hate,  executed  the  important 
trusts  committed  to  you  withwisdom,  firmness,  and  integ- 
rity,  and  have  acquired  universal  applause.        •  .  .■ ' 

"While  you  thus  possess  the  national  confidence  and 
esteem  for  a  series  of  eminent  services,  we,  your  fellow- 
tatizens,  feel  a  singular  pleasure  in  embracing  this  oppor- 
tunity to  present  you  with  the  freedom  of  your  native  city, 
as  8  public  testimony  of  the  respectful  sentiments  we  enter- 
tain towards  you,  and  as  a  pledge  of  our  affection,  and  of 
our  sincere  wishes  for  your  happiness.? 


•     •      •  • 

•  •  •        •       •  '    .  . .     . 
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*  permit  me,  my  dear  friend,  to  congratulate 'you  on  youir 
return  to  your  native  shore^  and  to  the  friendly  embraces  of 
those  who  love  you  in  every  situation  in  which  you  have 
been  or  can  be  .placed.  My  knpatience  to  dee  you  led  to6 
to  New- York  about  three  weeks  since,  where,  frtxb  the  time 
you  had  set  for  sailing,  I  thought  it  probable  that  you  must 
have  arrived  before  thi^.  An  unfortunate  accident  which  has 
happened  to  my  eldest  daughter,  who  a)  few  days  ago  broke 
her  arm,  obliges  me  to  send  you  these  cold  expressions  of 
my  friendship^  rather  than  comply  with  my  wishes  in  otkr- 
ing  them  and  receiving  yours,  in  person.  Having,  as  I  hope^ 
concluded  my  political  career^  I  have  no  other  vdsh  left  but 
that  of  spending  the  remainder'  of  my  life  with  those  who 
have  contributed  so  much  to  the  happiness  of  its  gayest 
period.  Whether  you  entertain  the  same«moderate  vrishesi 
whether  you  content  yourself  with  the  politics  of  this  State, 
or  whether  you  will  engage  in  the  great  field  that  Congress 
have  again  opened  to  you,  I  shall  still  have  the  consolation 
to  reflect  that  seas  do  not  roll  between  us,  that  I  may  some- 
times see  you,  and  frequently  hear  from  you.  If  you  are 
not  cured  of  your  ambition,  you  have  every  thing  to  hope 
for  both  in  the  State  and  Continental  line.  I  need  not  teU 
you,  that  lonly  wish  to  know  your  objects  that  I  may  con» 
cur  in  them. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  John, 
"  Most  sincerely  and  warmly  your  friend, 

**  R.  R.  LlVlHGSTOIf .'* 

"  TO  K.  R.  LIVINOSTOIf. 

<«  New-Yori^  ISCli  Aug.,  1784. 

**  Your  kind  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  was  delivered  to  me 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Lewis.  I  thank  you  very  sincerely  for 
your  friendly  congratulations  on  my  return,  and  assure  you 

VOL.  !• ^B  B 


that  among  the  pleasures  I  have  long  promised  mysell'  from 
it(lhaf  of  renewing  our  former  intercourse  and  correspond- 
ence is  not  tlie  least.  1  lament  the  unfortunate  accident 
which  has  happened  to  your  oldest  daughter,  and  which  has 
deprived  me  of  the  satisfaction  of  meeting  you  here. 

"  I  have  had,  and  have,  so  many  applications  about  papers 
and  business,  respecting  causes  in  which  I  was  formerly 
concerned,  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  pass  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  here.  When  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  pa^  you 
a  visit  is  uncertain.  I  consider  it  as  a  pleasure  to  come,  and 
■hall  endeavour  to  realize  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  When  I  resigned  my  appointments  in  Europe,  I  purposed 
to  return  to  the  practice  of  ihe  law ;  w^iat  eiTect  the  unex- 
pected otTer  of  Congress  (of  wliich  I  \vas  ignorant  until  after 
my  arrival  here)  may  have  on  thai  design  as.  yet  remains 
undecided.  How  far  either  of  us  have  been,  or  may  b«, 
under  the  influence  of  ambition  arc  questions  which,  how- 
ever clear  to  ourselves,  must  necessarily  be  less  so  to  others. 

"Present  ray  affectionate  compliments  to  your  mother 
»nd  Mrs.  Livingston.     Remember  me  to  all  the  family. 
"  Yours,  sincerely, 

"John  Jay." 


Although  it  had  been  the  wish  and  intention  of  Mr.  Jay 
to  resume  his  profession,  his  country  still  claimed  his 
services.  The  offer  of  Congress  above  alluded  lo  was  his 
appointment  to  the  office  of  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs* 
before  his  departure  from  France.  This  office  had  been 
established  in  1781,  and  was  unquestionably  the  most 
responsible  and  important  civil  office  under  the  confedera- 
tion. The  whole  foreign  correspondence  ol  the  nation,  as 
well  as  that  between  the  general  and  State  governments, 
was  conducted  by  the  secretary.  It  was  his  duty  lo  make 
reports  lo  Congress  on  all  subjects  submitted  by  them  to  his 
consideration,  and  also  to  prepare  plans  of  treaties,  and 
ijutruetions  to  ministars  abfoad.    He  wu  «ittitied  tQ.att«Dd 
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die  meetings  of  Congress^  vhich  then  sat  with  closed  doon, 
and  to  communicate  to  that  body  whatever  information  he 
might  think  proper.  This  office  was  first  filled  by  Chancel- 
lor Livingston  of  New- York,  and  was  resigned  by  him  in 
December;  1782.  At  the  request  of  Congress,  be  however 
consented  to  discharge  its  duties  till  a  successor  should  be 
appointed ;  but  no  such  appointment  being  made,  he  left 
ihib  office  in  June,  1783.  The  delay  of  Congress  arose 
from  the  'difficulty  they  experienced  in  making  a  .satis&G* 
tory  selection.  A  day  for  going  into  the  election  was  fixed 
no  less  than  five  times,-  and  the  election  was  as  many  times 
postponed.  Twice  thfe  election  was  attempted,  but  no 
choice  was  made.  On  the  7th>  of  May,  1784,  as  appears 
firom  the  journals,  Congress  received  a  letter  firom  Dr. 
Flranklin,  informing  them  that  Mr.  Jay  expected  to  leave 
France  in  April.  This  intelligence  seems  to  have  relieved 
them  firom  their  embarrassment ;  for  the  same  day  they 
elected  him  to  the  vacant  office. 

When  Mr.  Jay  first  entered  into  public  life,  he  had  pro« 
fessed  to  be  actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  inde- 
pendence of  his  country.  When  that  object  was  attained, 
consistency  (in  his  opinion)  required  him  to  descend  firom 
the  station  to  which  be  had  been  elevated.  He  accordingly 
resigned  his  commissions  as  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
Spain,  and  minister  for  negotiating  commercial  treaties  in 
Europe ;  and  returned  to  his  country  a  private  citizen,  neither 
enriched  by  her  favours  nor  sharing  in  her  government* 
But  no  principle  of  consistency  required  him  to  remain  in 
private  life.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  before  his  return 
expressly  declared,  ^  that  should  he  find  it  his  duty  to  devote 
more  of  his  time  to  the  public,  they  should  have  if  He 
was  not  therefore  deterred  by  any  scruples  of  propriety 
from  immediately  accepting  the  place  now  tendered  to  him : 
his  hesitation  arose  from  other  considerations.  It  was 
necessary  that  the  secretary  should  be  in  constant  attend- 
ance on  Congress,  and  that  body  now  sat  at  Trenton.    The 
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Circumstances  of  the  country  no  longer  exacted  the  sacri- 
fice of  jH-ivate  interests  and  social  affectiona,  and  Mr.  Jay 
could  not  consent  immediately  to  remove  again  to  a  dis- 
tance from  his  near  and  affectionate  reiativea,  nor  longer  to 
omit  that  attention  to  his  property  which  prudence  required. 
Fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  secrecy  in  diplomatic 
affairs,  he  was  moreover  unwilling  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  office,  unless  by  being  permitted  to  select  his 
own  clerks,  he  could  be  well  assured  of  their  fidelity ;  but 
Congress  had  hitherto  thought  proper  to  retain  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  clerks  in  this  office  in  their  own  hands.  Con- 
gress ^ere  not  in  session  at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  nor 
were  they  to  convene'till  the  1st  of  November ;  and  hence 
it  remained  undetermined  for  some  months,  whether  such 
arrangements  would  he  made  as  might  in  his  opinion  render 
it  proper  for  him  to  accept  the  place  in  question. 

in  the  mean  time  the  State  Legislature  met  and  appointed 
liim  one  of  tlieir  delegates  to  Congress;  thus  seizing  the 
first  opportunity  of  manifesting  their  continued  confidence 
in  his  abilities  and  patriotism. 

On  Mr.  Jay's  return,  he  was  pressed  by  the  Baron  de 
Steubeu  to  accept  an  honorary  membership  of  the  Cin- 
ciiuiatj ;  he  answered  that  he  was  neither  young  enough 
nor  old  enough  to  desire  that  honour.  He  disapproved  of 
the  society,  thinking  it  inconsistent  with  propriety  and 
dehcacy  for  the  members  to  bestow  upon  themselves 
honorary  badges  and  distinctions. 

Before  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress  his  interest  was 
solicited  in  behalf  of  a  gentlemEm  to  whom  he  was  personally 
friendly.  His  reply  exhibits  the  principles  which  governed 
him  in  the  exercise  of  official  patronage. 

"  Dea.r  Sik, 

"  I  liave  been  favoured  with  yours  on  the  subject  of ^"s 

appointment  to  ilie  v ice-cons uisliip  of  Marseilles.  It  is  a 
rule  with  me  never  to  give  a  decided  opinion  or  promise 
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respecting  matt^^  of  this  sort,  when  there  is  a  probability 
of  my  being  concerned  with  others  in  a  final  determination 
on  them,  because  joint  mealsures  should  result,  from  joint 
counsds.  Whatever  questions  may  arise  in  Congress  about 
this  matter,  I  mean  to  keep  myself  -perfectly  at  liberty  to 
decide  thereon  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to  me  most 
conducive  to  the  public  good." 

The  session  of  Congress  at  Trenton  proved  a  short  one. 
The  place  was  found  inconvenient,  and  on  the  23d  of 
December  Congress  adjourned  to  New- York,  which  it  was 
determined  should  be  its  future  seat 

This  determination,  together  with  the  permission  granted 
to  him  to  select  his  own  clerks,  induced  Mr.  Jay  to  accept 
the  office  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and  he  immediately 
entered  upon  its  duties.    . 

1785.]  As  the  office  for  foreign  affairs  had  remained 
two  years  without  a  head,  its  business  had  so  accumulated 
as  to  require  for  some  time  the  unremitted  attention  and 
labour  of  the  new  secretary.  The  inconvenient  and  ineffi- 
cient form  of  government  established  by  the  articles  of 
confederation  rendered  this  office  peculiarly  burdensome. 
Congress  united  in  itself  the  whole  legislative  and  executive 
power  of  the  confederacy ;  hence  its  officers,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  merely  ministerial.  The  secretary  was 
the  organ  of  communication  with  Congress  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  foreign  affairs,  and  many  others.  The  official 
letters  received  by  him  were  forwarded  to  the  president, 
who  laid  them  before  Congress,  by  whom  they  were  usually 
referred  back  to  the  secretary  to  report  what  notice  it  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  proper  to  take  of  them.  The  secretary 
accordingly  sent  his  report  to  the  president,  advising  the 
passage  of  a  resolution,  the  draught  of  which  he  transmitted, 
or  an  order  of  Congress  directing  him  to  retuhi  the  answer 
which  accompanied  his  report.     This  report  was  referred 
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to  a  committee,  who  generally  made  the  secretary's  report 
their  own,  and  an  order  was  passed  giving  him  the  neces- 
sary directions. 


L 


"to  J.  LOWELL. 


"  Office  for  Foreign  Adair*,  ) 
lOth  May,  17S5,         \ 


"De- 


1  Sir, 


i 


"  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  obliging  letter  of  the 
18th  March,  and  should  sooner  have  thanked  you  for  it,  had 
not  a  varifety  of  matters  concurred  in  constraining  me  to 
postpone  that  pleasure  till  now. 

•'  My  endeavours,  I  assure  you,  shall  not  he  wanting  to 
put  the  aifair  of  Mr.  Saderstrom  In  such  a  train,  as  that  it 
may  be  tenninated  to  the  satisfaction  both  of  that  gentleman 
and  of  Ills  creditors. 

"  The  report  on  his  case  was  entirely  dictated  by  public 
considerations ;  for  considering  the  feeble  state  of  our  federai 
government,  it  appeared  to  me  highly  expedient  that  itt 
tone  should  not  only  be  prevented  from  becoming  more 
relaxed,  but  that  it  should  be  invigorated  in  every  manner 
and  degree  which  our  union  and  general  interest  might 
require,  and  a  due  regard  to  our  constitutions  and  eqiia) 
rights  permit. 

"  It  is  my  first  wish  to  see  the  United  States  assume  and 
merit  the  character  of  oke  okeat  katiom,  whose  territory 
is  divided  into  different  States  merely  for  more  convenient 
government,  and  the  more  easy  and  prompt  administratioo 
of  justice ;  just  as  our  several  States  are  divided  into  coun- 
ties and  townships  for  the  like  purposes. 

"  Until  this  be  done,  the  chain  which  holds  us  together 
will  be  too  feeble  to  bear  much  opposition  or  exertion,  and 
we  shall  be  daily  mortified  by  seeing  the  links  of  it  giving 
way  and  calliiig  for  repair,  one  after  another. 

"  Accept  my  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the  Tcry 
obliging  terms  in  which  you  mention  my  appointment  to 
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tho  offiee  I  now  hdd,  and  be  assured  of  the  esteem  and 
nfford  with  wUch 

^  I  am,  dear  sir, 

''-  Your  most  obedient  and 

**  Very  humble  seirant, 

"JohhJay.'* 

The  case  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  was  that  of 
a  Swedish  consult  against  whose  recognition  by  Congress  a 
remonstrance  had  been  presented  by  his  creditors,  from  an 
apprehension  that  an  exequatur  would  protect  him  from 
arrest  .  The  subject  was  referred  to  the  secretary,  who 
•recommended  a  resolution  declaring  that  aH  consuls  in  the 
United  States  were  amenable  to  the  laws  for  the  oflfences 
they  might  commit,  or  the  debts  they  m^ht  owe. 

^FROX   ROBEAT   MORBIS; 

«  PhUadf Iphia,  Mmy^  IStl^  1786. 

.     '«  Dbar  Sir, 

^On  my  return  here  I  found  your  obliging  letterof  the  18th, 
which  arrived  during  my  absence.  Our  ship  from  China 
does  tolerably  weU  for  the  concerned ;  she  has  opened  new 
objects  to  all  America.  A  mandarin  signs  a  passport  for 
•11  European  ships,  directed  to  the  commanders  of  two  of 
the  emperor'i  forts  on  the  river  of  Canton^  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  I — *  Permit  this  barbarian  boat  to  pass ;  she 
has'  guns  and  men,  consequently  can  do  the 

emperor  no  harm.'  If  the  government  of  America  could 
concentre  the  force  of  the  country  in  any  one  point  when 
occaaion  required,  I  think  our  mandarins  might  grant 
similar  passports  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

'^  I  beg  my  compliments  to  the  ladies,  and  am,  vrith  warm 
attachment, 

"  Dear  sir, 
^  Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

**  Robert  Morris." 


-  The  vessel  mentioned  by  Mr.  Morris  was  ihe  ship 
Smpress ;  the  first  ever  sent  from  the  United  Slates  .to 
China.  So  important  was  this  enterprise  deemed,  that  an 
official  account  of  the  voyage  was  addressed  by  the  super- 
cai;go  to  the  secretary,  who  laid  it  before  Congress,  and 
that  body  passed  a  resolution  expressing  their  satisfaction 
at  this  successful  attempt  to  establish  a  direct  trade  with 
China.  The  account  of  this  voyage  forma  an  interesting 
item  in  tho  early  history  of  American  commerce. 

"to  joun  J4V. 

"New-York,  l9lliMay,  1785. 

"Sir, 
"  The  first  vessel  that  has  been  fitted  out  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  for^  essaying  a  commerce 
with  those  of  tlie  empire  tif  Cliina,  being  by  the  favour  of 
Heaven  safe  returned  to.  this  port»  it  becomes  my  duly  to 
communicate  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  fathers  of 
the  countrj',  an  account  of  the  reception  their  citizens'have 
met  with,  and  the  respect  with  which  their  flag  has  been 
treated  in  that  distant  region ;  especially  as  some  circura- 
I  stances  have  occurred  which  had  a  tendency  to  attract  the 

I  attention  of  the  Chinese  towards  a  people  of  whom  they 

'    ,  have  hitherto  had   but  very  confused  ideas,   and   which 

^  served  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  place  the   Americans  in 

P  a  more  conspicuous  point   of  view   than  has  commonly 

I  attended  the  introduction  of  other  nations  into  that  ancient 

r    '  and  extensive  epipire. 

"  The  ship  employed  on  this  occasion  is  about  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  tons  burden,  built  in  America,  and  equipped 
with  forty-three  persons,  under  the  command  of  John  Green, 
Esq.  The  subscriber  had  the  honour  of  being  appointed 
agent  for  their  commerce,  by  the  gentlemen  at  whose  risk 
this  first  experiment  has  been  undertaken. 

"On  the  22d  February,  1 784,  the  ship  sailed  from  New- 
York,  and  arrived  the  21st  March  at  St.  Jago,  the  principal 
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of  the  Cape  de  Veird  islands.  Having  paid  out  respect^  to 
the  PorluguesQ  viceroy,  and  with  his  perinissioh  taken  such 
i^freshments  as  were  necessary,  we  left  those  islands  on  the 
27th,  and  pursued  our  voyage.  After  a  pleasant  passage, 
in  which  nothing  extraordinary  occurred,  we  ctfme  to 
anchor  in  the  straits  of  Sunda  on  the  18th  July.  It  was 
no  smalLaddition  to  our  happiness  on  this  occasion  to^eet 
there  two  ships  belonging  to*  our  good  allies  the  FrendL 
The  commodore.  Monsieur  D'Ordelin,  and  his  officers'  weU 
corned  us  in  the  most  affectionate  manner ;  and  jas  his  ovm 
ship  was  immediately  bound  to  Canton,  gave  us  an  invita^ 
ti6ta  lo  go  in  company  with  him.  This  friendly  6fier  we 
most  cheerfully  accepted*  and  the  commodore  furnished 
us  with  his  signals  by  day  and  night,  and  added  such 
instructions  for  our  passage  through  the  Chinese  seas  as 
would  have  been  exceedingly  beneficial  had  any  unfor- 
tunate  accident  occasioned  our  separation.  Happily,  we 
pursued  our  route  together.  On  our  arrival  at  the  island 
of  Macao,  the  French  consul  for  China,  Monsieur  Vieillard, 
with  some  other  gentlemen  of  his  nation,  came  on  board  to 
congratulate  and  welcome  us  to  that  part  of  the  world;  and 
kindly  undertook  the  introduction  of  the  Americans  to  the 
Portuguese  governor.  The  little  time  that  we  wtere  there 
was  entirely  taken  up  by  the  good  offices  of  the  consul,  the 
gentlemen  of  his  nation,  end  those  of  the  Swedes  and  Im- 
perialists who  still  remained  at  Macao.  The  other  Et^ 
ropeans  had  repaired  to  Canton.  Three  days  afterward 
we  finished  our  outward-bound  voyage.  Previous  to 
coming  tb  anchor,  we  saluted  the  shipping  in  the  river  with 
thirteen  guns,  which  were  answered  by  the  several  com- 
modores of  the  European  nations,  each  of  whom  sent  an 
officer  to  compliment  us  on  our  arrival.  These  visits  were 
returned  by  the  captain  and  supercargoes  in  the  afternoon; 
who  were  again  saluted  by  the  respective  ships  as  they 
finished  their  visit.     When  the  French  sent  their  officers  to 
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congratulate  us,  they  added  to  the  obligations  we  were 
already  under  to  them,  by  furnishing  men,  boats,  and  anchors 
to  assist  us  in  coming  to  safe  and  convenient  moorings. 
Nor  did  their  good  offices  stop  here ;  they  insisted  further 
that  until  we  were  settled,  we  should  take  up  our  quarters 
with  them  at  Canton. 

'•  The  day  of  our  arrival  at  Canton,  August  30,  and  the 
two  following  days,  we  were  visited  by  the  Chinese  mer- 
chants, and  the  chiefs  and  gentlemen  of  the  several  European 
estabjishments.  The  Chinese  were  very  indulgent  towards 
us.  They  styled  us  the  new  people ;  and  when  by  the  map 
we  conveyed  to  them  an  idea  of  tlie  extent  of  our  country, 
with  its  present  and  increasing  population,  they  were  highly 
pleased  at  the  prospect  of  so  considerable  a  market  for  the 
productions  of  theirs. 

"  The  situation  of  the  Europeans  at  Canton  is  so  well 
known  astarender  a  detail  unnecessary.  The  good  under- 
standing commonly  subsisting  between  them  and  the  Chi- 
nese was  in  some  degree  interrupted  by  two  extraordinary 
occurrences ;  of  which  I  will,  with  your  permission,  give 
a  particular  account. 

"  The  police  at  Canton  is  at  all  times  extremely  strict, 
and  the  Europeans  residing  there  are  circumscribed  within 
very  narrow  limits.  The  latter  had  observed  with  concern 
some  circiunstances  which  they  deemed  an  encroachment 
upon  tlieir  rights.  On  this  consideration  they  determined  to 
apply  for  redress  to  the  hoppo,  who  is  the  head  officer  of  the 
customs,  the  next  time  he  should  visit  the  shipping.  Depu- 
ties accordingly  attended  from  every  nation,  and  I  w&s  desired 
to  represent  ours.  We  met  the  hoppo  on  board  an  English 
ship,  and  the  causes  of  complaint  were  soon  after  removed. 
'  "  The  other  occurrence,  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  take 
notice,  gave  rise  to  what  was  commonly  called  the  Canton 
war,  which  threatened  to  be  productive  of  very  serious  con- 
sequences.    On  the  25th  November  an  English  ship,  in 


UFB  09  JOHN  JAT.  195 

talutii^  some  company  that  had  dined  on  board,  killed  a 
Chinese,  and  wounded  two  others  ia  the  mandmrin's  boat 
alongside. 

'^It  is.  a  maxim  of  the  Chinese  law  that  blood  must 
answer  for  blood ;  in  pulrsuance  of  which  they  demanded 
the  unfortimate  gunner.  To  give  up  this  poor  man  was 
to  consign  him  to  certain  death.  Humanity  pleaded 
powerfully  against  the  measure.  After  repeated  confer- 
ences  between  the  English  and  the  Chinese,  the  latter 
declared  themselves  satisfied,  and  the  afiair  was  supposed 
to  be  enturely  settled.  Notwithstanding  this,  on  the  morning 
after  the  last  conference  (the  27th),  the  supercargo  of  the 
ship  was  seized  while  attending  his  business,  thrown  into  a 
sed^-chair,  hurried  into  the  city,  aild  ccHnmitted  to  prison* 

**  Such  an  outrage  on  personal  liberty  'spread  a  general 
alarm;  and  the  Europeans  unanimously  agreed  to  send 
for  their  boats,  with  armed  men  firom  the  shipping,  for  the 
seourity  of  themselves  and  property  until  the  matter  should 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  boats  accordingly  aame^ 
and  ours  among  the  number ;  one  of  which  was  iSred  on, 
and  a  man  wounded.  All  trade  was  stopped,  and  the  Chi« 
nese  men-of-war  drawn  up  opposite  the  factories.  The 
Europeans  demanded  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Smith,  which 
the  Chinese  refused,  until  the  gunner  should  be  given  up. 

**  In  the  mean  while  the  troops  of  the  province  were  collect- 
ing in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canton — the  Chinese  servants 
were  ordered  by  the  magistrates  to  leave  the  factories — ^the 
gates  of  the  suburbs  were  shut — all  intercourse  was  at  an 
end — ^the  naval  force  was  increased — many  troops  were 
embarked  in  boats,  ready  for  landing — and  every  thing  wore 
the  appearance  of  war.  To  what  extremities  matters  might 
have  been  carried,  had  not  a  negotiation  taken  place,  ho  one 
can  say.  The  Chinese  asked  a  conference  with  all  the 
nations  except  the  English.  A  deputation  (m  which  I  was 
included  for  America)  met  the  Fuen^  who  is  the  head  magis- 
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trate  of  Canton,  with  the  principal  officers  of  the  p 
After  setting  forth,  by  an  interpreter,  the  power  of  the 
emperor  and  his  own  determination  to  support  tlie  laws,  he 
demanded  tliat  the  gunner  should  be  given  up  within  three 
days,  declaring  that  he  should  have  an  impartial  examina- 
tion before  their  tribunal,  and  if  it  appeared  that  the  afiair  - 
was  accidental,  he  should  be  released  unliurt, 

"  In  the  mean  lime  he  gave  permission  for  llie  trade,except- 
ing  that  of  the  English,  to  go  on  as  usual ;  and  dismissed  us 
with  a  present  of  two  pieces  of  silk  to  each,  as  a  mark  of  his 
friendly  disposition.  The  other  nations,  one  after  another) 
sent  away  their  boats  under  protection  of  a  Chinese  flag,  and 
pursued  their  business  as  before.  The  English  were  obliged 
to  Bubmit,  the  gunner  was  given  up,  Mr.  Smith  was  released, 
and  the  English,  after  being  forced  to  ask  pardon  of  the 
magistracy  of  Canton  in  presence  of  the  other  nations,  had 
their  commerce  restored. 

"  On  this  occasion  I  am  happy  that  we  were  Ae  last 
who  sent  off  our  boat,  and  that  without  a  Chinese  fiag ;  nor 
did  she  go  till  the  English  themselves  thanked  us  for  our 
concurrence  with  them,  and  advised  the  sending  her  away. 
After  peace  was  restored,  the  chief  and  four  English  gen- 
tlemen visited  the  several  nations  (among  whom  we  were 
included),  and  thanked  ihem  for  their  assistance  during  the 
troubles.  The  gunner  remained  with  the  Chinese,  his  fete 
undetermined. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  treatment  we  received  from  all 
parties  was  perfectly  civil  and  respectful,  yet  it  was  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  tliat  we  experienced  on  every  occasion 
from  our  good  alhes  the  French  the  most  flattering  and 
substantial  proofs  of  their  friendship.  '  If,'  said  they,  'wa 
have  in  any  instance  been  serviceable  to  you,  we  are  happy; 
and  we  desire  nothing  more  ardently  than  further  oppor- 
tunitiea  to  convince  you  of  our  affection.' 

"  We  left  Canton  the  27th  December,  and  on  our  return 
refreshed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  we  found  a 
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most  friendly  reception.  After  remaining  there  five  days, 
we  sailed  for  America,  and  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  JLlth 
instant.  * 

"  To  every  lover  of  YiiA  country,  as  vfell  as  to  those  more 
immediately  concerned  in  commerce,  it  must  be  a  pleasing 
reflection  that  a  communication  is  thus  happily  opened 
between  us  and  t|^e  eastern  extremity  of  the  glpb^ ;  and  it 
adds  very  sensibly  to  the  pleasure  of  this  reflection,  that  the 
voyage  has  been  performed  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  and 
attended  with  the  loss  only  of  one  man.  To  Captain  Greon 
and  his  oflicers  every  commendation  ik  due,  for  their  tm- 
wearied  and. successful  endeavours  in  bringing  it  to  this 
most  fortunate  issue,  which  fully  justifies  the  confidence 
reposed,  in  them  by  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  tbe 
enterprise. 

**  Permit  mie,  sir,  to  accompany  this  letter  with  the  two 
pieces  of  silk  presented  to  me  by  the  Fuen  of  Canton,  as  a 
mark  of  his  good  disposition  towards  the  American  natioii* 
In  that  view  I  consider  myself  as  peculiarly  honoured^  in 
being  charged  with  this  testimony' of  the  fiiendship  of  the 
Chinese,  for  a  people  who  ms(y  in  a  few  years  prosecute  a 
commerce  with  the  subjects  of  that  empire  under  advan* 
tages  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those  enjoyed  by  any  other 
nation  whatever.  '  ' 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  the  most  perfect  respect,  rnXf 
"  Your  mo^  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

**  Samuel  Shaw.** 

The  administration  of  the  State  government  about  this 
time,  excited  much  dissatisfaction,  and  the  attention  of  the 
public  was  turned  to  the  selection  of  some  person  to  fill  tbe 
executive  chair^  in  the  room  of  the  present  incumbent. 
Many  were  anxious  that  Mr.  Jay  should  be  their  next  gov- 
ernor, and  he  was  ^earnestly  solicited  to  permit  his  name  to 
be  offered  to  the  electors  as  a  candidate  for  the  oflice. 
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The  following  reply  to  an  application  of  this  s 
the  grounds  of  his  refusal. 


rt  exhibits        I 


"  TO    OENERAL   GCHCYLER. 

"  New-York,  lOOi  June,  1796. 
"  DfiAJi   SiH, 

"  What  you  say  on  a  certain  subject  argues  a  degree  of 
confidence  and  friendship  which  excites  my  wannest  ac- 
knowledgments, and  which  shall  always  be  returned  on 
my  part. 

"  I  siacerely  and  frankly  declare  to  you,  that  my  being, 
and  having  long  been  employed  by  Congress,  whose  attach- 
ment and  attention  to  me  has  been  uniform,  and  who,  in  my 
absence,  and  without  my  knowledge  or  desire,  gave  me  the 
place  I  now  fill,  will  not  permit  me  to  quit  their  service, 
unless  their  conduct  towards  me  should  change,  or  other 
circumstances  occur  which  might  render  such  a  step  con- 
sistent with  my  ideas  of  propriety.  This  is  my  deliberate 
and  mature  opinion :  a  servant  should  not  leave  a  good  old 
master,  for  the  sake  of  a  little  more  pay  or  a  prettier  livery. 
Were  1  at  present  to  accept  the  government  if  offered,  the 
world  would  naturally  be  led  to  say  and  to  believe,  that  I 
did  it  from  some  such  paltry  motives. 

"  Although  I  apprehend  that  tliis  my  answer  will  not  cor- 
respond with  the  wishes  which  your  friendly  partiality  for 
me  suggests,  yet  when  you  put  yourself  in  my  stead,  and 
consider  what  you  would  do  on  such  an  occasion,  I  think 
the  same  reasons  which  operate  upon  me,  would  have  a 
similar  influence  upon  you.  The  conduct  of  men  is  so 
generally  (and  so  often  with  reason)  imputed  to  interest  or 
ambition,  that  they  who  are  actuated  by  neither  must  expect 
such  imputations,  whenever  circumstances  expose  their 
principles  of  action  to  doubt  and  question :  the  present  case 
strikes  me  in  that  point  of  light.  The  place  I  hold  is  more 
laborious,  requires  more  confinement  and  unceasing  appli- 
cation, and  is  not  only  less  lucrative  but  also  less  splendid 
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than  that  of  the  government.  To.  exchange  worse  for 
better  does  not  seem  very  disinterested ;  and  when  profes- 
sions and  &cts  give  opposite  evidence,  it  ia  easy  to  foresee 
which  will  obtain  the  most  credit 

'^  If  the  circumstances  of  the  State  were  pres^ng,  if  real 
disgust  and  discontent  had  spread  through  the  country,  if  a 
change  had  in  the  general  opinion  bec(»ne  not  only  advisa- 
ble but  neces8€aryf  and  the  good  expected  from  that  change 
depended  on  me ;  then  my  present  objections  would  imme- 
diately yield  to  the  consideration,  that  a  good  citizen  ought 
cheerfully  to  take  any  station  which  on  such  occasions  hit 
country  may  think  proper  to  assign  him,  without  in  the 
least  regarding  the  person9J  consequences  which  may  result 
from  its  being  more  or  less  elevated  ;  nor  would  there  then 
be  reason  to  fear,  that  Ck>ngress  might  consider  my  leaving 
their  service  as  being  inconsistent  with  that  degree  of  deli- 
cacy and  gratitude  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect,  and 
which  respect  for  myself  as  well  as  for  them  demands 
from  me. 

**  With  sentiments  of  great  and  sincere  regard, 

^  I  am,  dear  sir, 
^  Your  obliged  and  aflfectionate  friend, 

•*  John  Jay.** 

It  has  been  already  mentioned^  that  after  Great  Britain 
had  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Jay  was  invited  by  Spain  to  resume  his  negotiations  at 
Madrid.  The  invitation  was  not  accepted ;  and  the  United 
States,  confident  in  their  own  strength,  now  showed  no 
inclination  to  court  the  fnendship  of  a  power  by  whom  they 
had  been  treated  in  their  late  struggle  with  coldness  and 
duplicity.  The  treaty  of  1783,  which  secured  the  perma- 
nency of  the  new  republic,  and  guarantied  to  her,  not  only 
the  territory  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  also 
the  navigation  of  the  river  itself,  made  Spain  sensible  of  her 


wo  urm  OF  JDmr  jat. 

idly  in  rejecting  the  ccmcessicxis  which  Mr.  Jay  had  beea 
irisctantly  compelled  to  offer  her.  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
'mho  had  lately  refused  to  acknowledge  the  American  min- 
ister,  now  found  it  expedient  to  send  his  own,  to  sdictt  Am 
firtendship  of  the  United  States.  In  the  spring  of  this  year 
Don  Diego  Gardoqui  arriyed  at  Phiiadelplua^  bearing  a 
^sommission  from  the  court  of  Spain  toCongveiSir  This 
gentleman,  who  had  been  acquainted  wit(i  Mn  Jay  m 
Madrid,  received  from  him  the  fqUawing  letler,  wfaicksi  a 
ttttle  curious,  as  showing  the  ceremonial  with  which  foreign 
ministers  were  received  by  the  old  Congress. 

^  TO   DON   DIBOO  OARDOQin. 

'        <»  Office  for  Foreign  AiTairis  Slel  Jme^  178(5. 

**  I  have'  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
mnte  'on  the  2d  June  instant.  The  etiquette  which  will  be 
cjbaerved  on  your  reoejition  by  Congress  is  as  fbUows^viz. : 

**  At  such  time  as  g:nay  be  appointed  by  Congrete  for  a 
public  reception,  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  will  con- 
duct you  to  the  Congress  chamber,  to  a  seat  to  be  placed 
for  you,  and  announce  you  to  Congress  ;  the  president  and 
members  keeping  their  seats  and  remaining  covered.  Your 
commission  and  letters  of  credence  are  then  to  be  delivered 
to  the  secretary  of  Congress,  who  will  read  a  translation  of 
them,  to  be  prepared  by  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
from  the  copies  to  be  left  with  the  president  You  will 
then  beat  liberty  to  speak  (and,  if  you  please,  deliver  to  the 
secretary  of  Congress  in  writing)  what  you  may  think 
proper  to  Congress,  who  will  tJlke  what  yt)u  may  say  into 
consideration,  and  through  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
will  communicate  whatever  answer  they  may  resolve  upon. 

♦*  When  you  retire,  you  will  be  reconducted  by  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  A  visit  will  be  expected  by 
every  member  of  Congress,  as  well  those  who  may  then  be 
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iBlown,  as  others  who  may  afterward  arrive  during  ybufr 
residence  here. 

**  I  hope  the  statfe  of- your  hejBth  will  soon*  be  such  as  to 
•lulmit  of  your  coming  to  this  city,  before  the  heats  of  sum- 
mer  render  travelling  'disagreeable. 

**  It  wHl  give  me  great  pleasure  tp  take  you  by  the  band, 
and  tp  assure*  you  in  person  of  the  esteem  and  Regard  with 
which  I  am,  * 

■     .      '       .-  '"     "Dejirsir,  •  *    ' 

'    •  "  Your  most 'obedient 

"  And  Very  humble  servant, 

'  •        -  .  .       ■  •  •  • 

.  •  ,  ■     ■  t 

The  audience  was  had,  and  *the  pail  performed  by  Mr. 
Jay.  must  have  forcibly  recalled  to  his  mind  the  frequent 
warnings  he  had  given  the  Spanish  couit  of  the  rising  great- 
ness of  the  infant  republic^  as  weN  as  the  indignities  he  had 
hiinself  experienced  as  her  representative.  He  had  now 
th^  )iappiness  of  witnessing 'the  legislators  of  his  country 
assuming' the  port,  afiected'  by  monarchs,  and  listening  to 
the  plenipotentiary  *of  Spain, -.standing  uncovered  befor6 
them,  and  declaring  the  affection  of  his  master  for  them,  his 
**  great  and  beloved  friends."  To  <ho  speech  of  the  hiin- 
ister  no  answer  was  returned  directly  by  Cohgress,  but  a 
reply  was  sent  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Jay  was  appointed  by  Cbrtgrcss  to  treat  with  the 
minister;  and  he  had  thus  the  singular  satisfactioil  of 
conducting  in  his  native  city,  at  the  •  instance  of  Spain 
herself,  a  negotiation  which  he  had  vainly  attcnnpted  at 
Madrid. 

He  had,  however,  seen  too  much  of  the  policy  Df  Spain, 
and  of  the  countenance  afforded  by  France  to  her  claims, 
to  anticipate  a  favourable  result  from  the  present  attempt 
**  I  am  not  sanguine  in  my  expectations,**  he  remarked  to 
Congress,  "  that  a  satisfactory  termination  of  this  negotia- 
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fioa  is  ptBcAcdhldf  in  whatever  way  it  jxiay  he  fioanegodf . 

;  obstacUi^of  weight  and^ magnitude  are  in  ^the  way,  and  I 
ain  not  without  doubts  of  the  .posvibility  of  removing  tbeni 
at  present'*.  His  anticiptitions  were  fully  realized;  jOmb^ 
dbyigation  of  the  tMisdissippi  preSenitiBg  an  insuperable 
obstacle  t6^  a\featy. 

.<'Ontbe-7thSeptdnlber9  Cbngress  passed  a  seciM^act,  lim^ 
'hpd'  to  one  year,  giving  Mr.  Jay  disoretfoharypowti^-to 

'  itasp^tetten  in  tbepost-effice.  The  probable  inoli^e  ftr 
this  measure  was.  a  desire  to  discover  the  nature  of  the 
'^tnictibns  sent  from  Bi^land,by*^tfae  way  of  the' United 
.StatQ^  to  fhe  commanders,  of  the  military  posts  on  the  firon* 
tiers,  which  were  held  by  the  Brkish  contrary  to  the  treaty 
of  peace;  and  likewise^to  ascertain  the  object  of  certain 
warlike  preparations  that  were  said  to  be  making  in  Cani- 
ada.  It  is  not  known  that  tte  p()wer.thus.given-was  eyer 
exercised.  *  *  »  - 
The  foUowing'letter,*  and  the  report  afierwHrd  -m^de  on 

'  i^by  the'  secretary,  contain  the  firsts  proposition  for  a  navy 
made  by  any  branch  of  the  American  government  after  the 
revolution. 

.■  '       ■         • 

'^ TO  THE  'BRBBIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

>'  Office  for  FoMgn  Affairs^  13th  Oetober,  ITSSk 

"  Your  excellency  will  find  herewith  enclosed  a  tetter 
from  Chfevalier  Jones  of  6th  Abgu^  and  a'copy  of  a  letter 
(which  is  the  same  that  is  published,  in  the  Philadelphia 
paper  of  11th  instant)  from  Mons.  Sontang^s,  dated  14th 
July  last,  to  the  judgps  and  consuls  of  Nantes,  informing 
^  that  the  Algerides  had  declared  war  against  the  United 
States. 

**  As  their  late  peace  with  Spain  has  rendered  their  arma- 
ments unnecessary  against  that  power,  they  probably  choose 
to  turn,  them  against  us  to  prevent  their  being  useless,  and 
in  hopes  of  acquiring,  considerable  booty.    This  peace,  if 
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Ae  public  accounts  of  it  are  true,  gives  those  pirates  just 
matter  of  triumph ;  and  in  this  moment  of  their  exultation,  I 
ap  inclined  to' think  that  an  advantageous  treaty  with  them 
is  not  to-be  expected. 

•  *^  This  war  does  not  strike  me  ais'a  great  evil.  The  more 
w^  are  ill-treated  abroad  the  more  we  shall  unite  and  con- 
solidate at  home.  Besides,  as  it  mdy  ibecome  a  nursery  for 
seamen,  and  la,y  the  foundq^on  for  a^  respectable  navy,  it 
may  eventually  proVe  more  'beneficial  than  otiierwisc. 
Portugal  will  doubtless  unite  with  us  in  it,  and  that  circum^ 
stance,  may  dispose^  that  kihgdom^io  extend^  commercial 
&vours  to  us  fiirther  than  they  might  consent  to  do,  if  unin* 
fluenced  by  such  inducements.  For  my  dwn  part,-I  think 
it  may  be  demonstrated,  that  while  we  bend  our  attention 
to  the^sea,  every  naval  war,  however  long,  which  does  hot 
do  us  essential  injury,  will  ^o  us  essential  good. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
70ur  excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  htunble  servant, 

«  John  Jay." 

This  letter  was  referred  back  to  the  .secretary,  to  report 
what  measures  it  would  be  proper  to  take.  He  recom- 
mended that  all  American  built  merchant  vessels  trading  in 
the  Mediterranean  should  be  armed  at  the  public  expense ; 
and  also  that  "  five  forty  gun  §hips  should  be  forthwith 
built,  and  put  under  the  direction  of  a  brave  and  experienced 
commodore — ^that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  should  be  organ- 
ized and  put  in  condition  to  execute  its  functions — and  that 
a  requisition  should  be  made  on  the  States  for  the  supplies 
necessary  for  this  purpose." 

These  recommendations  were  not  .carried  into -effect,  in 
consequence  of  the  weakness  of  Congress  and  the  little  con- 
trol it  possessed  over  the  States.  Of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
existing  government  to  the*  demands  of  a  great  nation,  no 
one  was  more  early  or  deeply  sensible  than  Mr.  Jay,  nor 
more  desirous  to  substitute  for  it,  a  government  possessing 
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tibe  energy  necessary  to.  protect  and  maintain  the  ri^itf  and 
interests  of  the  Union  f  and  his  letters  bear  (re<iilent  t8ttl« 
moay  to  his  opiniop»'and  wishes  on  thi^  subjects 

Thus  far  the  purity  of  Mr.  Jay's  life,  both  in  private'  ahd 
public,  had  suppressed  all  open  ebullitions  of  eirry' and 

/•Mdicb*  He%a8  now,  for  the  first.' time,  arnugned  at  the 
bar  of  tbd  public,  and  his  accuser  vrta  a  young  mai^  whom 
he  had  leaded  with  benefits. .  \    . 

^  We  sHbuld  Kot  have  encumbered  our  pages'  with  the  fiblr 
lowing  effiisioH  of  malice  and  scurrility,  had  it  not  afibrded 
oi.  an  opportunity  of  illustrating  Mr.  Jay's  patience  and 
kindness,  and  of  exhibiting^  neW  attestations  to  his  wbrth.  ' 

Tr<m  the  New-York  Daily  AdTerticeT^  Dec  S,  1785. 
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.♦^TO  ^OHW  JAY,  BSQf. 

• 

••  Sib, 

^  While  I  admire  your  philosojdiic  prudence,  and  render 
ample  justice  to  your  talents,  give  n^e  leaye  lo  pay  an 
.equally  sincere  tribute  to  the  qualities  of  your  heart. 

."  As  this  letter  is  in  fact  an  appeal  to  the  public,  permit 
me  to  begin  by  recapitulating  the  motives  wliich  have  con- 
duced to  it.  . 

**  I  was.  sent  at  an  early  period  of  life  to  Europe,  recom* 
mended  to  your  care  and  attention,  in  consequence  of  a 
previous  engagement  which  you  had  formed  with  my 
firiends,  upon  your  being  appointed  minister  to  the  court  rf 
Madrid.  My.  abrupt  departure  from  Virginia  prevented 
my  guardian  from  establishing  at  that  time  any  futids  for 
my  support  in  Europe,  and  he*  only  furnished  me  widi 
a  letter  to  you,  requesting  and  authorizing  you  to  make 
mie  the  necessary  advances  for  my  expenses,  upon  kU 
account, 

**  This  you  continued'  to  do  until  I  left  your  family,  cer- 
tainly against  your  consent  and  advice,  to  serve  as  a  volun- 
teer in  the  army  of  Spain. 
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^'I  shall  not  further  animadvert  upon  jour  subsequent 
conduct,  unless  you  choose  to  renew  the  discussion. 

''  1  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  resources  independent 
of  you;  and  with  respect  to  the  past,  never  consider^ 
myself  as  personally  responsible  to  you  for  the  advances 
you  had  made  by  order  of  my  guardian.  You  may  also 
recollect,  that  before  my  departure  from  Paris,  in^  1784, 1 
wrote  to  you  upon  the  subject,  informing  you  of  my  wish 
and  efforts  to  settle  tlie  accounts,  only  from  a  principle  of 
delicacy,  as  I  expressly  declared  '  that  I  did  not  consider 
myself  as  under  any  actual  obligation  for  sUms  advanced 
to  me  while  under  age,  upon  the.  credit  of  my  guardiim; 
and  which  were  discontinued  as  soon  as  subsequent  circum- 
stances  seemed  to  invaHdate  his  order,  and  place  me  in  a 
more  immediate  state  of  personal  responsibility.' 

"  Neithier  in  your  answer,  nor  upon  any  other  occasion, 
did  you  demand,  or  even  hint,  that  you  etpected  payment 
from  me*  In  a  note  of  the  16th  of  March,  1784,  you  also 
informed  me,  that  you  had  then  taken  no  arrangements  for 
your  reimbursement. in  America ;  consequently,  you  could 
have  no  just  cause  of  complaint'  against  my  guardian,  wIkh 
until  my  arrival  in  Virginia,  in  July  last,  was  actually 
ignorant  of  the  amount  of  his  debt  to  you: 

"  He  informed  me,  that  he  had  not  heard  directly  from 
you  since  your  return  to  America,  although  he  had  written 
several  times  to  you  to  obtain  an  account  of  the  sums 
advanced  for  me.  TIiq  only  letter  which  I  wrote  to  him 
upon  the  subject  never  came  to  hand ;  upon  settling  my 
affairs  with  him,  the  debt  to  you  was  included  in  the  ex- 
pense of  my  education ;  consequently,  he  is  responsible  for 
it,  and  as  such  considers  himself:  of  this  I  informed  you 
upon  my  arrival  here  on  the  18th  ult.,  and  at  the  same  time 
assured  you,  in  the  name  of  my  late  guardian,  that  your 
reimbursement  would  not  be  delayed  longer  than  circum- 
stances render  unavoidable.  To  that  letter  /  received  n$ 
answer.    Why  did  you  not  (hen  demand  a  settlement  from 
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me  T  I  iitfonned  you.that  'I  was  on  my  retuiii  to  Euippe : 
yoa  were  still  silent  upon  that  subject ;  bdt  in  the  coarse  of 
yoor  official  correspondence  with  me  respecting  ibe  letters 
of  reoommeqdation  from  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Duke  de 
CSrillon,  &c.  &C.,  which  were  Ifdd  before  Congress,  and 
referred  to  you  to  report,  you  wer^.made  acquainted  .with 
my  situation  in  Europe.  I  repeatedly  informed  you  that-I 
cid«dd  for  no  consideration  defer  my  return  by  the  French 

«^  packet,  which  would  sail  en  the  6tkinstaiit  In'cctttfeqaeiiee 
of  your  ha^ng  delayed  to  toiake  yourreporf  before  the 
ai^oumment  of  Congress  on  Friday,  I  wrote  tb  you,,  to 
request  that  you  would,  if  possible,  return  me  those  letters; 
oflfering,  although  with  the  deepest  regret,  to  give  up  every 
hope  of  An  honpraiy  distinction  from  Congress/rather  than 

^  lose  the  opportunity  of  the  packet,  on  board  of  which  I  was 
to  embark  on  Monday. 

'.•••Yesterday  I  received  a  poUte- answer  firom  you*  to 
tiiat  note ;  tuid  a  mofhent  after,  your  whole  system  was 
developed.  '  -   ^  "^    * 

-"  From  every  preceding  circumstance,  you  justly  con- 
cluded that  my  business  in  Europe  way  equjflly  jH^ssing 
and  important;  consequently,  tp  throw  an  obstacle  in  my 
way  would  at  once  injure  and  distress  me.  The  opportu- 
nity of  a  safe  revenge  is  a  temptation  not  to  be  resisted,  by 
an  enemy  like  you.  '     . 

"A  moment  after  receiving  your  first  note  of  yesterday, 
I  was  informed  that  you  had  taken  out  a  writ  against  me 
for  the  amount  of  my  guardian's  debt  to  you. 

**  The  stroke  was  well-timed,  and  I  really  give  you 
credit  for  it  Some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  I 
could  hear  front  Virginia,  where  an  earlier  notice  would 
have  permitted  me  to  mdke  every  necessary  turangement; 
in  the  mean  time  the  packet  would  sail.  Perhaps  your 
malignity  even  extended  to  the  hope  of  seeing  me  igno- 
miniously  dragged  to  prison,  as  you  supposed  me  ill  pre- 
pared to  av^rt  the  blow. 


U9M  OF  JOHN  JAT.  207 

^  I  sincerely  condole  with  you  upon  the  fiedlufe  of  your 
plot,  and  still  more  upon  your  apprehensions  of  its  conse- 
quences. But  take  courage-:  I  respect  the  servant  of  Con* 
gressj  and  even  as  a  man,  I  pity  and  despise  you. 
.  ^  I  am  far,  however,  from  considering  ypu  in  the  Ught  of 
a  coiUemptible  enemy.  The  greatest  political  influence — 
a  private  character  unsullied,  because  unknown— ^nd-above 
ally  an  apathy  of  disposition,  which  keeps  you  ever  upon 
your  guard,  unitCxin  giving  you  a  decided  advantage,  over 
an  antagonist  whose  natural  warmth  of  tempery  and  sus- 
ceptible feelings,  are  so  contrary  >  to  your  ovm.  Your 
refusal  to  answer  my  note  of  yesterday,  I  can  easily 
account  for  upon  the  prin<iiples  which  have  ever  actuated 
your  conduct  towards  me.  You  perhaps  think  yqurself 
above  the  opinion  of  the  world,  and  secure  from  oensure 
under  the  mask  of  habitual  gravity  and  austere  importance. 
Reflect  once  more :  consider  you  are  by.no  means  arrived 
at^a  period  of  life  which  inspires  veneration,  and  dispenses 
yn^puncHKo;  your  brow  is  as  yet  unwrinkledf  except  by 
the  assumed  frown  of-ministeriri  solemnity  and. natural 
malevolence.  j    ' 

**  A  sacrifice  to  the  established  laws  of  society,  is  by  no 
means  incompatible  with  the  duties  of  office ;  and  above 
all,  let  the  hope  of  successful  revenge  for  once  animate  you 
to  act  a  manly  part 

«♦  I  shall  conclude  with  one  more  observation,  and  I  be- 
lieve not  the  least  unpleasing  to  you  of  this  address.  You 
have  long  been  my  enemy ;  but  by  a  strange  fatality,  your 
attempts  to  injure  me  have  been  invariably  productive  of 
advantage  to  me :  having  yourself  pursued  the  wrong  path 
to  honour,  you  have  involuntarily  pushed  me  ^jforward  in 
the  right ;  and  let  it  be  an  additional  torment  to  your  mind 
to  be  told,  that  you  have  negatively  done  good. 

''  Lewis  Littlepage. 

"  New-York,  4th  Dec.  1785. 

•*  P.  S.  If  you  have  any  thing  to  answer,  i  desire  it  may 
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W  inserted  in:  to-inor^raw*s  paper,- as '  I  shall  saitin  the 
fVench  packet,  and  I  tihve  reason  to  conjecture  you  will  be 
cEspos6d  to  tale  advairtage  of-  tny.  absence.'' '     - 


paper  of  flie  iiext  day  contained  the  ibUowii^ 

^TO  XHB  mBIilC*  •  • 

.'^Yesteixla^  morning  I  receivisd  the  following  -tetter  €i 
ri)»day  before,  from.  Mr.  .Littlepj^e. 

'••Sir:— Before  I  proceed  to  tile  last  extremity,  ^t  is, 
tf)i.  appeal  to  the  pvblicy  be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether 
]f0i  choose*  to  enter  int6  a  discussion  iiiore  consistc^nt  with 
'  4lie  character  and  ides^  of  a  gentleman.  You  must  be  con- 
tinced,  from  every  preceding' circumstance,' that  I  can -put 
Imt  one  lionstruction  upon  yoiir  late  extrkbrdinary  conduct, 
wfaidi  is,  a  protneditated  design  to  injure  ani^disgrace  me. 
V  ttich  waSsi  yoat  intention,  I  certainly  am  at  liberty  to 
justify  mytieUi,  tod  perhaps  t6  retort  upon  you«  .1  shall  be 
Kappy  to  find  myself  mistaken,  and  if  you  oohdescend  to 
explain  your  conduct,  many  disagreeable  things  may  be 
yet  avoided:  your  answer  will  brf definitive.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

**''L.  LrrTLEPAOE.* 

"ANSlll'.ElU 

^  *  Sir  : — I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  as 
it  is  as  decent  as  any  that  can  Tje  exfpected  from  you,  I  pre- 
vail upon  myself  to  write  a  line  or  two  in  answer  to  it 

*  **  *  Not  being  conscious  of  having  intentionally  committed 
a  single  act  of  injustice  or  dishonour  in  the  course  of  my 
fife,  I  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  publication.  Your 
threats^  therefore,  on  that  head  operate  on  my  mind  like 
doit  on  a  balance.  Execute  them ;  publish  when  and  what 
you  pleasel 

"  *  As  to  personal  discussion  or  correspondence  with  you, 
I  mean  and  wish  to  have  none ;  and  your  memory  cannot 
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be  a  good  one,  if  it  does  not  suggest  to  you  my  reasons 
for  it 

^  *  A  premeditated  design  to  injure  or  disgrace  you  is  a 
base  design,  and  consequently  was  never  mine ;  I  disclaim, 
deny,  and  reprobate  it.  If  you  wish  to  know  why  I  sued 
you,  I  will  tell  you :  it  was  to  recover  money  you  honestly 
owe  me,  and  for  which  I  am  not  to  be  satisfied  by  your 
assurances. 

^*Iam,  &c 

•*«JoHN  Jay.* 

^  Mr.  Littiepage  has  appealed  to  the  public.  Far  be  it 
firom  me  to  look  with  indifierence  on  the  opimon  of  the 
world ;  I  was  early  taught  to  respect  it,  and  my  endeavours 
to  merit  the  esteem  and  afiection  of  my  fellow-citizens  have 
firom  my  early  youth  been  unremitted;  how  far  I  have 
succeeded  they  best  can  telL  On  every  occasion,  where 
the  propriety  of  my  conduct  may  be  arraigned  before  their 
impartial  tribunal,  I  shall  be  ready  to  put  myself  on  my 
trial,  and  to  answer  even  to  Mr.  Littiepage  for  all  such  of 
my  actions  as  respect  him.  This  is  the  first  time  in  my 
life  that  I  have  been  so  arraigned,  and  it  is  a  little  mortifying 
that  it  should  now  be  by  a  young  man,  every  part  of  whom, 
except  his  soul,  had  increased  and  grown  while  enjoying 
hospitality  under  my  roof,  and  at  my  table. 

^I  have  commenced  an  action  against  Mr.  Littiepage 
for  the  recovery  of  a  thousand  and  odd  dollars,  advanced 
to  and  for  him  in  Spain.  This  proceeding,  he  says,  is  con- 
trary both  to  justice  and  honour. — To  justice,  because  '  he 
never  considered  himself  cls  personally  responnbk  to  me  for 
Ae  advances  I  had  made  by  order  of  his  guardianJ 

**  The  first  question  on  this  point  is.  What  orders  I  had 
irom  his  guardian  ? 

**  The  only  letter  which  I  ever  in  my  life  received  firom 
that  gentleman,  and  whom  I  have  never  seen,  was  brought 
by  Mr.  Littiepage,  and  is  in  the  words  following: 

VOL.  I. E  £ 
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"  ■  Vii^poia,  New  Kent  County,  Novemba  SO,  vm. 

"'SlB^ — You  will  receive  this  irom  the  hand  of  my 
nephew,  Lewis  LitUepage,  the  youth  whom  you  was  so 
kind  as  to  proinise  my  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  to  take 
into  your  cart;.  I  bave  a  proper  sense  (^  your  fayour.  air, 
Slid  hope  he  will  behave  in  such  amanner  aa  to  desarye 
your  piitronagc.  I  should  have  sent  him  to  yoa  before 
your  departure  from  Philadelphia,  but  was  prevented  by 
his  falling  iutu  a  bad  state  of  health,  from  which  he  did  not 
recover  in  time.  Enclosed  you  will  find  some  of  his  per- 
formances, by  which  you  may  judge  of  hisgeniua  for  poetry. 
The  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  his  Friend,  Colonel  Plemtog,  was 
wrote  by  him  at  the  age  of  hfteeo  years  and  three  months ; 
t|ie  Ode  on  Death,  and  the  translatioD  of  Horace's  ode,  a 
few  months  after.  I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  how  be 
answers  your  expectations.  He  sails  for  Bordeaux,  where 
he  will  be  accommodated  by  a  merchant,  and  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Beaumarchais  at  Paris,  and  by  him,  or  Mr.  Gerard, 
lyill  be  sent  to  you  at  Madrid.  Those  gentlemen  are  desired 
to  draw  upon  you  for  whatever  t)u:y  may  advance  far  him, 
which  be  phased  to  pay,  and  it  shall  be  punctually  returned 
to  you 
f  "'By  your  most  obedient  and 

"'Humble  servant, 

"*Bbh.  Lkww.' 

"  This  letter  does  not  authorize  or  desire  me  to  advaiv» 
a  single  shilling  to  Mr.  Littlepage,  but  only  to  answer  the 
bills  whidi  Mr.  Gerard  or  Mr.  Beaumarchais  might  draw 
upon  me  for  their  advances  to  him.  Now,  neither  of  those 
gentlemen  ever  drew  any  bills  upon,  or  received  any  money 
from  me,  and,  consequently,  I  never  piiid  any  money 
according  to  the  .request  or  authority  mentioned  in  this 
letter.  Whether  any  funds  were  provided  for  Mr.  Little- 
page's  further  expenses,  whether  it  was  intended  to  remit 
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money  from  America  to  him  or  me  for  that  purpose,  or 
whether  it  was  expected  I  should  make  all  the  advances,  I 
am  jet  to  learn.  That  Mr.  Littlepage,  who  has  often  read 
this  letter,  and  heard  my  remarks  upon  it,  should  say,  in 
general  terms, '  that  it  requested  and  authorized  me  to  make 
the  neee^ary  advances  for  his  expenses,  upon  his  guardian's 
account,'  is  certainly  saying  more  than  the  fact  warrants. 
But  although  Mr.  Lewis  was  under  no  express  obligations 
to  reimburse  me,  yet  I  certainly  considered  him  as  being 
under  implied  legal,  as  well  as  honorary  ones. 

"  The  next  question  is.  Whether  Mr.  Littlepage  is  liable 
for  the  repayment  of  advances  made  while  under  age,  or 
ever  considered  himself  so  ? 

^  So  far  as  this  is  a  law  question,  it  ought  to  be  argued 
in  a  court  of  law,  and  not  in  a  newspaper;  but  so  far  as  it 
respeets  the  mere  fact  of  his  considering  himself  responsible 
for  it,  it  may  be  a  proper  point  to  be  here  discussed. 

**What  passed  between  us  in  conversation  cannot  be 
proved^  but  may  be  denied;  let  that  therefore  pass  (or 
nothing. 

"  In  a  letter  of  8th  October,  1781,  in  which  he  very  rudely 
expostulated  with  me  for  not  letting  him  have  quite  so 
much  money  as  he  then  wanted,  are  these  words : — *  Your 
conduct,  perhaps,  is  influenced  by  apprehensions  of  loss,  as 
you  know  I  do  not  possess  an  affluent  fortune.  Fear  not, 
sir ;  the  generosity  of  an  affectionate  parent,  and  a  worthy 
deceased  relat  on,  have  left  me  above  dependence,^ 

**  When  at  Passy,  on  the  (Kh  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
1783, 1  presented  to  him  an  account  of  the  moneys  advanced 
by  me,  to  and  for  him,  he  signed  his  name  to  it,  and  under 
his  hand  acknowledged  it  to  be  a  just  and  true  account. 
And  will  he  now  tell  the  public  and  me  that  he  is  not  obliged 
to  pay  this  just  and  true  account  ?  When  he  came  here 
lately,  he  wrote  me  the  following  letter: 
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"  ■  Mniden-Innr,  I8lh  NovenlMT,  17SG. 

"'StK: — I  hatl  the  honour  to  call  at  your  excellency'B 
house  this  evening  to  pay  you  my  respects,  and  at  the  aame 
time  to  iDform  you  that  every  exertion  has  been  made  on  nof 
part  to  acifuit  myself  of  my  pecuniary  obligations  towards 
you.  1  am  sorry  to  add,  that  accumulated  embarrassments 
prevented  me  from  accomplishing  it  before  my  departure 
from  Virginia,  where  I  only  arrived  in  July  last,  and  am  at 
present  on  my  return  to  Europe.  I  have,  however,  taken 
explicit  arrangements  with  n)y  uncle  on  that  head,  and  am 
authorized  to  make  you  the  most  positive  assurances,  on  his 
part,  that  your  reimbursement  shall  not  be  delayed  longer 
than  circumstances  render  unavoidable. 
" '  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

" '  With  the  most  perfect  respect,  &c. 

" '  L.  LmxBPAaE.' 


I 


fof  j 
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"  In  this  letter  he  admits  his  being  under  pecuniary    s 
obligations  to  me,  which  means  that  he  <noea  me  money ;  ^    ' 
mentions  his  having  exerted  himself  to  acquit  himself 
these  obligations,  which  means,  I  suppose,  that  he  liad  tried 
to  got  and  to  pay  the  money.     His  present  conduct,  in deed^.^ 
renders  his  former  meaning  somewhat  doubtful,  for  now  ha 
seems  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  these  pecuniary  obligation^ 
'■  not  by  discharging  them,  but  by  going  to  Europe  and  leav* 

1  ing  them  behind.     It  is  true  that  I  never  demanded  Jtay-f; 

t  ment  of  him  ;  for  why  demand  payment  from  a  man  wbCKj 

had  nothing  to  pay,  and  all  whose  supplies  were  drawit^ 
!.  from  other  people's  purses,  and  mine  among  others  1 

,  "  So  far  as  the  justice  of  my  conduct  on  this  occasioo 

I  may  be  in  question,  1  flatter  myself  I  shall  stand  acquitted     ! 

by  the  public,  esj>ecially  when  they  are  further  told,  that  ntt 
I  part  of  my  account  is  made  up  of  interest,  but  that  i  baye    < 

charged  only  the  actual  sums  advanced  by  me  out  of  pocket 

^  to  this  stranger,  who  lived  free  from  cost  in  my  house  and 

family. 


L^ 
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*  Tfao  next  question  which  remains  to  be  discussed  is, 
'^rfaether  my  conduct  towards  this  young  man  is  dishonour' 
abh ;  for  justice,  though  exact,  is  not  always  honourable. 

**  I  will  endeavour  to  methodise  his  charges  on/this  head.* 
I  think  they  may  all  be  comprised  in  the  following  three,  viz. 

**  1st  That  I  did  not  answer  his  letter  of  18th  Novem- 
ber, nor  express  my  content  or  discontent  with  the  assu-* 
ranees  contained  in  it. 

**  2d.  That  I  did  not  sue  him  immediately  on  his  arrival, 
but  deferred  it  until  he  was  about  going  away. 

^  3d.  That  I  did  not  make  a  report  to  Congress  in  hhi 
case  so  s6<on  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  for  I  knew  he  was 
going  to  Europe  in  the  Frencjb  packet 

"  My  answer  to  the  two  first  of  these  charges  will  be  two- 
fold :  fifst,  as  resulting  from  the  circumstances  of  this  par- 
ticular case ;  and  secondly,  from  the  point  of  light  in  which 
I  have  long  and  steadily  viewed  Mr.  Littlepage — a  point  of 
light  which  rendered  it  exceedingly  improper  for  me  to 
have  any  avoidable  connexion  or  corresp(»Mi^nce  with  him. 

**  On  Mr.  Littlepage's  first  arrival  here,  and  for  some 
time  aflerward,  I  did  not  mean  to  sue  him ;  and  therefore  it 
was  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  or  write  any  thing  to  hitti 
on  the  subject.  I  then  reasoned  thus  with  myself:  This 
young  man  comes  here  directly  from  Virginia,  where  he  had 
seen  and  left  his  guardian ;  he  brings  no  money  for  me,  and 
though  he  brings  assurances,  yet  he  does  not  bring  a  single 
line  from  his  guardian  to  establish  them.  '  It  is  possible  that 
what  he  says  may  bo  true,  but  I  have  only  his  word  for  it, 
and  that  I  know  is  worth  very  littte ;  it  certainly  looks 
very  much  like  a  scheme  to  amn^e  me  til!  he  can  set  sail 
for  Europe,  and  I  certainly  would  be  justifiable  in  suing 
him — but  what  shall  t  get  by  it  ?  I  have  no  reason  to  think 
he  has  much  money  or  credit  here.  It  will  be  best  to  let  the 
matter  rest,  and  continue  to  have  patience. 

"  Aflerward,  viz.  the  day  before  I  sued  him,  I  very  un- 
expectedly became  acquainted  with  a  circumstance  which 
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■  convinced  me,  that  he  had  more  than  money  enough  with 
t  him  to  pay  me,  and  I  issued  a  writ  against  him  the  next  day. 
I  The  event  justified  my  opinion ;  for,  on  being  arrested,  he 
L  laid  down  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and  pul  it  into  the  hands 

■  of  Mr,  Low,  as  a  security  for  that  gentleman's  becoming 
I  hisbail.  Adhiirable  ideas  of  lionour.indeed  !  lohaveplenly 
I  of  money  in  his  pocket,  and  yet  try  to  amuse  an  honest 

creditor  with  assurances  till  he  could  get  out  of  the  way. 

"  Whether  it  would,  under  such  circumstances,  have  been 
dishonourable  to  sue  any  debtor,  I  cheerfofly  'suhmit  to 
the  judgment  of  the  impartial  public,  I  say  ant/  debtor, 
because,  with  respect  to  me,  Mr.  Litllepago  does  not  stand 
on  equal  ground  with  any  man  who  now  does  or  ever  did 
owe  rae  money. 

"  I  now  proceed  to  that  part  of  ray  answer  to  die  charge 
in  question,  which  resiilla  from  the  point  of  light  in  which  1 
have  long  and  steadily  viewed  Mr.  Littlepage  ;  and  I  pro- 
ceed to  it  with  infinite  pain  and  regret. 

"  This  young  man  is  thought  well  of  by  many ;  he  hu 
lived  in  my  family — he  comes  here— he  pays  me  a  visit — 
he  writes  me  a  letter — and  yet  I  take  no  notice  of  him,  but 
I  keep  him  at  a  distance,  and  even  tell  him  that  I  wish  and 
mean  to  have  no  personal  discussions  or  correspondence 
with  him.  Such  treatment,  if  tinmerited,  would  be  cruel; 
whether  it  is  or  not,  is  now  the  point  in  question. 

"  On  the  recommendation  of  some  gentlemen  from  Vir- 
ginia, whom  I  greatly  esteem,  I  consented  to  take  this  Mr. 
Littlepage,  a  perfect  stranger,  whom  I  had  never  seen  nor 
known,  and  with  whom  and  whose  family  I  had  not  the 
most  distant  connexion,  under  my  care  and  proterflion; 
and  was  i-eaily  happy  in  the  prospect  of  being  useful  to  a 
young  gentleman,  of  whose  parts  and  disposition  they  enter- 
tained a  very  favourable  opinion. 

"From  circumstances  very  immaterial  to  this  subject,  it 
90  happened  that  while  Mr.  Littlepage  hved  in  my  femily, 
9^^[tf^lW9S  subsisted  .^d  contiDUed  between   Mr.  Canni-  ' 
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chael  and  myself.  Whether  it  was. with  design  to  ingra- 
tiate himself  with  me,  and  render  my  advances  to  him  the 
more  liberal,  or  whether  he  was  induced  to  it  by  a  sense  of 
my  kindness  to  him,  I  know  not ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  he 
often  communicated  to  me  anecdotes  qf  that  gentleman's 
conduct  and  language,  with  which  it  was  impossible  that  I 
could  be  pleased. 

*'  Whctt  Mr.  Littlepage  took  a  fancy  to  go  with  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  to  Minorca,  he  urged  every  argument  tie  could 
think  of  to  obtain  my  consent,  but  without  effect.  Among 
.  others,  he  insisted  largely  on\Mr.  Carmichael's  eqdeavours 
to  oppose  and  misrepresent  him,  and  how  useful  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  principal  officers  would  be  to  frustrate 
the  effects  of  such  conduct  in  future.  He  enumerated  many 
particulars,  some  of  which  were  entirely  new  to  me.  I 
told  him  that  these  were  delicate  subjects ;  that  I  was 
in  an  unpleasant  situation  between  him  and  Mr.  Car- 
michael,  and  therefore  wished  to  have  every  fact  and  rea- 
son which  influenced  him  to  persist  in  his  project,  against 
my  advice  and-  approbation,  so.  ascertained  as  to  be  able  at 
all  times  fairly  and  fully  to  state  them ;  that  verbal  coai- 
munications,  whether  of  reasons  or  facts,  were  liable  to  be 
forgotten,.as  well  as  to  be  misrepresented,  either  by  accident 
or  design,  and  that  the  word  even  of  an  honest  man  hardly 
gains  full  credit  in  cases  where  he  may  be  considered  as  in- 
terested ;  that  I  wished  to  have  no  open  rupture  with  Mr, 
Carmichael  on  various  accounts,  and  should  endeavour  to 
avoid  it;  but,  nevertheless,  that  prudence  recommended 
caution,  and  in  case  such  a  rupture  should  take  place,  I 
wished  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  prove  whatever  I  might 
be  obliged  to  say.  I  therefore  wished  he  would  write  to 
me  all  the  reasons  which  influenced  him  to  propose  going  on 
the  intended  expedition.  I  told  him,  at  the  same  .time,  that 
I  would  never  make  it  public,  unless  the  regard  due  either 
to  my  own  reputation  or  his  should  render  it  necessary. 

"  He  left  me,  and  the  next  day  sent  me  the  following 
letter : 
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"  '  AiaojufZi  15th  JuMi  1781. 
"'Dear  Sir, 
" '  Notwilhstanding  your  friendly  endeavours  to  dissuade 
me  from  my  intention  ofuccompanying  the  Duke  of  CriiloD 
in  the  ensuing  campaign,  1  find  my  inclination,  honour,  and, 
let  me  add,  my  interest  too  nearly  concerned  to  admit  the 
most  distant  idea  of  desisting.  Perfectly  convinced,  how- 
ever, of  the  generous  and  candid  mptives  which  influence 
your  conduct,  I  think  it  indispensably  incumbent  on,  roe  to 
explain  to  you,  in  the  most  serious  manner,  my  reasons  for  . 
persevering. 

" '  In  this  unhappy  era  of  war  and  commotion,  poUticians 
and  soldiers  are  equally  necessary.  At  a  distance  from 
my  native  country,  and  consequently  incapable  of  serving 
it  immediately  in  a  military  line,  1  think  it  still  my  duty  to 
embrace  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  degree  of  expe- 
rience which  may  one  day  prove  beneficial.  Your  par- 
tiality to  my  abilities  induces  you  to  siippose  politics  my 
proper  sphere  Friendsliip  seems  more  prevalent  than 
judgment  in  that  conjecturte.  My  present  object  is  th© 
attainment  of  the  Spanish  language ;  the  alternative  is  to 
retire,  to  some  village,  or  spend  a  few  months  in  the  axmy ; 
the  latter  is  intinitely  more  agr^able,  less  expensive,  and 
more  consistent  with  my  future  plans  of  life.  Here,  sir, 
permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  some  minute  particulars 
relative  only  to  myself. 

" '  Neither  your  friendship  nor  my  own  caution  can,  I 
6 nd,  protect  me  from  the  maehinationsof  a  powerful  and 
insidious  enemy.  To  his  malicious  insinuations  1  can  alone 
impute  that  universal  coldness  with  which  every  person  in 
the  least  influenced  by  him  continually  avoids  me.  Susju* 
cions  to  the  prejudice  of  my  character  are  infused  into  the 
minds  of  all  who  appear  disposed  to  treat  me  with  civility. 
' " '  Attempts  have  been,  ^nd  arc  daily  and  hourly  made 
to  irritate  and  render  me  discontented  with  you ;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  seduce  me  into  pursuits  which  would  tend  to 
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your  good  opinioii  of  my  honour  and  morals,  the 
moat  in&moufl  ftkehood^  have  been  reported,  even  to  your- 
wd£,  by  the  same  perfidiofaa  and  cruel  author.  Your  aecre- 
tary«  Mr.  William  Carmidiael,  ia  the  person  to  whom  I 
allude. 

***  Justly  incensed  and  disgusted  at  this  unprovoked  and 
MnKnmnn  treatment,  actuated  by  the  most  honourable  and 
ardent  desire  of  exculpating  myself  from  lispendons  equally 
odious  and  illfounded,  and  of  obtaining  some  degree  of 
respect  among  my  present  deluded  acquaintances,  I  have 
«»Jbrmed  the  design  of  enteringyif  possiUe,  into  the  £eunily  of 
Us  grace  of  Crillon,  and  serving  as  a  volunteer  in  the  in* 
tended  embarkation  from  Cadiz.  The  connexions  which  I 
may  there  form,  the  reputation  which  only  a  decent  line  of 
conduct  wiU  inevitably  procure,  may  perhaps  convince  the 
world  that  malice,  not  candour,  could  injure  me.  Mr.  Car- 
michael  at  first  warmly  opposed  my  intention;  but  at 
present,  for  obvious  reasons,  stimulates  me  to  it  with  the 
most  artful  appearances  of  disinterested  friendship. 

^'Whetherlshall  succeed  or  not  is  as  yet  uncertain ;  but 
whatever  may  be  the  event,  these  ccmsiderations  maturely 
weighed  will,  I  hope,  induce  you  to  think  more  fevourably 
of  the  design  of  your  excellency's 

**  *  Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

**  *  L.  Lrtlbpaob. 

***  His  excellency  John  Jay.' 

^This  letter,  however,  was  not  such  as  I  wished  and 
expected  it  would  be,  for  instead  of  stating  accurately  the 
frets  and  transactions  he  had  related  to  me  respecting  Mr. 
Carmichael,  it  for  the  most  part  deals  in  general  charges, 
without  adducing  the  evidence  by  which  they  were  to  be 
supported.  It  was  the  facts  and  not  Mr.  Littlepage's  con- 
clusions fit>m  them  that  I  wanted  to  fix ;  but  I  did  not  men- 
tion this  to  him,  lest  if  he  should  make  any  alterations,  they 
might  on  some  future  occasion  be  imputed  to  me. 

vol..  I. — ^F  F 
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"  Mr,  Litllepagc  soon  after  went  to  Minorca,  and  returned 
with  much  credit  and  commendation  from  the  principal 
officers  on  that  expedition ;  he  resumed  his  place  in  my 
family,  and  continued  in  it  until  I  came  to  Paris  in  the 
spring  of  1782, 

"As  I  had  never  received  any  other  letter  from  his 
guardian  but  the  one  above  mentioned,  as  no  remittancei 
had  arrived  or  seemed  likely  to  arrive,  and  my  advances 
began  to  run  high,  I  told  Mr.  Littlepage  in  the  month  of 
May,  1782,  that  I  could  go  no  further  ;  that  I  was  going  to 
Paris,  and  that  he  must  go  to  America,  from  whence,  after 
arranging  his  affairs,  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  return  to  me. 
He  begged  hard  that  I  would  maintain  Mm  in  Spain  till  he 
should  again  state  his  case  to  his  guardian,  and  receive  his 
answer.  I  at  length  consented,  and  allowed'  him  until  the 
month  of  March  following,  promising  that  I  would  in  the 
f  mean  time  advance  to  him  for  his  subsistence  at  the  rate 

Ll.  of  fifty  guineas  a  year,  provided  that  he  did  not  again  go 

V  into  the  army. 

"  We  parted  very  good  friends ;  he  promised  to  write  to 
me,  and  I  to  him  ;  and  as,  from  his  visiting  and  being  well 
received  by  some  of  the  first  people,  it  was  likely  he  mij^t 
pick  up  some  useful  intelligence,  I  gave  him  a  cipher. 

"  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1784,  Mr.  Carmichael  came 
to  Paris  to  assist  in  settling  the  public  accounts ;  when  that 
business  was  finished,  and  I  just  about  leaving  Paris  for 
America,  he  came  to  my  house,  and  we  went  together  into 
my  private  office.  He  expressed  in  a  very  handsome 
manner  the  uneasiness  he  experienced  from  the  coolnen 
which  had  unhappily  existed  between  us,  and  wished  thst 
all  cause  for  its  further  continuance  might  be  removed  by 
a  free  and  friendly  explanation.  We  accordingly  entered 
into  it  with  great  temper,  and  discussed  a  variety  of  matters 
which  are  foreign  to  the  present  subject.  I  neither  showed 
Qor  mentioned  to  him  Mr.  Littlepage's  letter,  nor  any  of  its 
contetita.    In  the  course  of  the  conference  he  mentioned 
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and  intimated  that  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Littlepage  had  played  a  doubk  game  between  us ;  that 
after  I  had  left  Madrid,  he  had  taken  him  into  his  house  and 
kni  him  money;  and  that  Mr.  Littlepage  had  told  him  many 
things  to  my  disadvantage,  which  to  him  appeared  very 
extraordinary  and  improbable ;  and,  among  others,  that  I 
had  left  him  at  Madrid  expressly  to  be  a  spy  upon  him  (Mr. 
Carmichael),  and  had  given  him  a  cipher  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  him  to  convey  to  me  his  advices  mare  safely 
and  securely.  *  I  assured  Mr.  .Carmichael  that  it  was,  what 
I  now  most  sdemnly  declare  it  to  be,  a  most  impudent 
and  most  execrable  falsehood ;  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  really  believed  it  to  be  so ;  and  had  there  been  no 
other  questions  between  us  but  yrhat  arose  from  the  tales 
\of  this  double-dealer f  that  conference  would  have  ended  all 
our  differences,  for  u)e  both  agreed  that  no  credit  was  due  to 
Ms  reports.  But  although  I  made  no  scruple  of  telling  Mn 
Carmichael  that  his  suspicions  of  his  double  dealing  tricks 
were  well  founded,  yet  I  still  forbore  to  mention  or  show 
him  Littlepage's  letter ;  for  I  could  not  prevail  upon  myself 
by  such  a  decisive  and  fatal  stroke  to  destroy  a  plant  which 
with  a  friendly  hand  I  had  been  accustomed  to  water  and 
protect ;  and  which  it  was  possible,  though  not  probable, 
m^ht  one  day  produce  better  fruit 

*^  I  have,  however,  often  since  thought  that  I  permitted 
my  delicacy  to  carry  me  too  far  on  that  occasion,  and  that 
$be  justice  due  both  to  Mr.  Carmichael  and  the  world  called 
upcMi  me  to  make  this  man  as  contemptible  in  their  eyes  as, 
if  he  has  any  grace  left,  he  must  be  in  his  own.  His 
remaining  at  Madrid  was  his  scheme,  not  mine,  for  I  wanted 
him  to  go  to  America. 

^  In  his  letter  to  his  guardian,  of  15th  May,  1782,  of 
which  I  have  a  copy,  he  says — '  Since  my  last  of  the  25th 
ult,  Mr.  Jay  has  received  a  summons  to  France,  and  will 
in  consequence  leave  Madrid  immediately.  As  no  object, 
private  or  political,  could  justify  my  undertaking  so  expensive 


a  jomney  under  my  present  circutn  stances,  especially  con- 
udering  Mr.  Jay's  lumertain  stay  there,!  have  resolved, 
with  his  concurrence,  to  remain  here  till  the  month  of  March 
next,  when  I  shall  return  to  America,  if  your  surprising 
and  unaccountable  silence  still  continues.  He  will  advance 
as  my  exigencies  may  require,  not  exceeding  fifty  guineas 
per  year,  from  the  time  of  his  departure  till  next  March.' 

"  As,  therefore,  his  remaining  at  Madrid  was  hie  own 
TesolutioQ,  and  to  which  I  did  not  consent  but  with  great 
reluctance,  after  long  and  strenuous  importunity  on  his  part, 
the  man  sinned  against  the  most  clear  convictions  of  his  own 
mind  when  he  wickedly  said  '  that  I  had  left  him  there  to  be 
a  spy  upon  Mr.  CarmichaeJ.' 

"  Had  he  been  tempted  to  it  by  great  provocation,  it 
might  have  been  some  little  palliation ;  but  after  having 
parted  with  me  in  a  friendly  manner,  to  go  with  my  money 
in  his  'pocket,  and  niy  meat  still  sticking  in  Eiis  teeth,  to 
traduce  and  abuse  me  by  such  an  atrocious  falsehocMl ;  and 
to  a  man  whom  he  himself  had  under  his  hand  represented 
as  one  of  the  most  vile, — and  then  to  enter  into  the  doors  of 
that  very  man,  and  there  smilingly  enjoy  his  munificence 
and  hospitality,  is,  Xo  be  sure,  a  stretch,  a  degree,  a  sublima- 
tion of  corruption  and  depravity  of  which  I  have  never 
known  another  instance  (except  perhaps  in  ^ae  character 
of  lago),  and  I  pray  Glod  I  never  may. 

*'  The  candid  and  impartial  public,  before  whom  I  stand, 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  think  with  me,  that  to  such  a  one  DO 
compliments  were  due,  and  consequently  that  I  have  not 
acted  a  dishonourable  part  in  arresting  him  without  pr^ 
vious  notice  pr  ceremony. 

"  It  remains  that  I  should  now  answer  to  the  last  accu- 
sation brought  against  me  by  this  fiilse  accuser,  viz. 

"  That  I  did  not  despatch  hie  business  referred  to  me  by 
Congress  so  soon  as  I  ought  to  have  done.  Such  a  charge, 
if  well  supported,  is  a  very  serious  one.  When  a  public 
oflicer,  high  in  trust  and  confidence,  and  sworn  faithfully 
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to  do  the  duties  of  hie  office,  unnecQsearily  delays  despatch- 
iag  the  business  of  a  man  he  does  not  like,  merely  to  injure 
and  perjdex  that  man,  he  certainly  is  guilty  of  a  very 
uowarrantable  abuse  of  his  station,  and  merits,  not  <Hily 
censure,  but  punishment.    The  facts  are  as  follows. 

^  In  the  eyening  of  the  25th  November,  I  reoeive|d  at  my 
house  Mr.  Littlepage's  letter  of  that  day,  -with  the  papers 
mentioned  in  it 

^  In  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  viz.  of  the  26th  Novem- 
ber, I  transmitted  them  to  Congress. 

'^  On  the  80th  November  they  were  pleased  to  refer  them 
to  me' to  report,  and  diey  were  brought  to*  my  office  late  in 
die  afternoon,  after  I  had  left  it 

**  On  the  next  day,  viz.  Ist  December,  I  immediately  set 
about  framing  my  report,  wrote  to  Mr.  Littlepage  for  cer- 
tain information,  and  on  receiving  it  proceeded  to  finish  the 
report,  though  very  late  in  the  day ;  and  directed  it  to 
be  copied,  so  that  it  might  be  sent  to  Congress  the  next 
morning. 

^  On  the  2d  December  the  report  was  copied  and  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  between  12  and  1^  o'clock.  It  never- 
theless came  too  late  to  be  read  that  day,  for  they  had 
already  adjourned ;  but  that  was  not  my  fault 

**  Whether  this  report  savours  of  personality,  or  whether 
it  bears  the  most  distant  marks  of  a  dispute  between  him 
and  me,  I  submit  to  the  judgment  and  candour  of  that  hon- 
ourable body. 

^  The  truth  really  is,  that  though  I  was  then  exceedingly 
pressed  by  other  business,  and  particularly  the  necessity  of 
preparing  despatches  to  go  by  the  vessels  then  about  to 
sailt  and  the  packets  soon  expected  to  sail,  yet  the  terms 
on  which  I  stood  with  Mr.  Littlepage  induced  met  to  post- 
pone all  business  till  his  should  be  despatched ;  in  Order 
that,  by  avoiding  all  delays,  there  might  be  no  room  What- 
ever for  the  imputations  which,  with  so  much  effirontery  and 
injustice,  he  nevertheless  labours  to  fix  upon  me. 
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"  I  admit  that  Mr.  Lilllepage  wrote  me  a  letter  withdraw- 
ing his  apphcation,  and  desiring  me  to  give  him  the  letters 
which  he  had  brought,  and  which  were  directed  to  his 
excellency  the  President  of  Congress.  Those  letters  were 
not.  then  in  my  possession ;  they  had,  according  to  the  usual 
practice  in  such  cases,  been  retm-ned,  with  my  report,  to 
Congress,  and  of  tliis  I  informed  him  by  letter ;  but  had 
they  been  yet  in  my  office,  I  should  not  have  tiiought  myself 
authorized  to  give  them  to  anybody  without  an  order  from 
Congress. 

"  Thus  I  have  answered  particularly,  and  I  hope  satisfac- 
torily, to  the  several  charges  brought  against  me.  But 
unless  his  future  ones  should  be  supported  by  better  evi- 
dence than  his  word,  I  shall  not,  though  I  have  further 
proofs  of  his  corruption  in  my  power,  think  it  necessary  or 
proper  to  give  the  public  or  myself  any  further  trouble 
about  him  or  his  inventions. 

"  John  Jay." 

Three  days  after  this,  Littiepage  published  a  long  and 
abusive  answer,  and  then  left  the  country  in  the  French 
packet ;  having  first  deposited  with  his  bail  money  to  pay 
the  debt. 

Mr.  Jay,  not  long  after,  published  a  pamphlet  containing 
«  voluminous  correspondence  that  had  passed  between  him- 
self and  his  assailant  Seldom,  if  ever,  has  an  attack  tended, 
in  its  result,  to  elevate  the  character  of  him  against  whom 
it  was  directed  so  much  as  in  the  present  instance.  The 
correspondence  exhibited  in  such  strong  and  unequivocal 
colours,  both  the  benevolence  and  forbearance  of  the  ac- 
cused, and  the  ingratitude  and  turpitude  of  the  accuser, 
that  in  all  the  subsequent  assaults  made  upon  Mr.  Jay  by 
his  political  opponents,  they  never  thought  it  prudent,  in  a 
single  instance,  to  revive  the  recollection  of  Littlepage's 
charges. 

This  headstrong  young  man  insisted  on  entering  the 
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Spanish  service ;  and  Mr.  Jay,  finding  all  remonstratices 
irain,  advanced  to  him,  from  his  own  pocket,  the  pay  erf*  a 
Spanish  captain  for  six  months,  and  9300  in  addition  for 
extra  expenses.  This  liberality,  however,  did  not  satisfy 
the  young  volunt^r,  who  had  scarcely  arrived  at  his  des- 
tination before  he  demanded  permission  to  draw  upon  his 
patron  at  discretion.  This  was  of  course  refused,  but 
nevertheless  bills  drawn  by  Littlepage  were  soon  presented 
to  Mr.  Jay  for  payment,  the  funds  already  advanced  having 
been  quickly  dissipated  by  folly  and  extravagance.  Mr. 
Jay  declined  honouring  these  bills,  and  in  consequence 
received  many  most  insulting  letters  from  his  proteg6. 
The  following  extract  from  a  reply  to  one  more  than  ordi- 
narily abusive,  afibrds  ample  proof  of  the  kindness  and 
forbearance  with  which  this  -misguided  young  man  was 
treated. 

"  Your  letter  renders  it  improper  for  me  to  attend  further 
to  your  situation,  than  to  ofier  you  a  retreat  from  your  dis- 
tresses. You  may,  if  you  please,  resume  your  former  place 
in  my  family,  till  either  inclination  or  interest  may  induce 
you  to  quit  it.  My  future  behaviour  to  you  will  be,  regu- 
lated by  the  opinion  you  may  give  me  reason  to  entertain 
of  the  propriety  of  your  own.  On  being  informed  that  this 
ofier  is  acceptable  to  you,  I  will  provide  for  the  expense  of 
your  journey.  I  hope  your  answer  will  be  conceived  in 
terms  proper  for  you  to  use,  and  for  me  to  receive ;  and 
that  you  will  not,  by  a  repetition  of  insults,  reduce  me  to 
the  necessity  of  leaving  your  subsequent  letters,  not  only 
imanswered,  but  unopened." 

Littlepage's  distresses  at  last  repressed  his  insolence,  and 
on  the  first  indication  of  a  returning  sense  of  decency,  Mr. 
Jay  supplied  him  with  money  to  bear  his  expenses  to 
Madrid,  and  once  more  received  him  within  his  doors.  In 
1783  Littlepage  repaired  to  Paris,  and  asked  to  be  appointed 
the  bearer  of  the  definitive  treaty  to  America.  Another 
person  received  the  appointment,  on  which  Littlepage  chal* 
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leDged  Mr.  Jay  to  a  duel.  The  challenge  charged  him 
with  duplicity  respecting  the  appointment.  Tliis  charge 
being  disproved  by  Mr.  Adams,  Littlepage  was  induced  to 
beg  Mr.  Jay's  pardon. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  singular,  that  Mr.  Jay  should 
have  deemed  it  necessary  to  vindicate  himself  from  the 
calumnies  of  such  a  man.  His  reasons  are  given  in  the 
conclusion  of  the  pamphlet: — "Mr.  Jay  regrets  the  neces- 
sity he  found  himself  under  of  troubling  tlie  public  or  him- 
self with  any  remarks  on  Mr.  Littlepage  or  his  composi- 
tions. Had  he  and  they  not  been  patronised  by  persons  of 
I  more  importance  than  himself,  and  had  it  not  been  probable 

k  that  some  of  the  numerous  and  tale-telling  memoirs  which 

K  ^L       will  appear  in  the  next  century,  would  have  related  his 
H  calumnies  as  veritable  facts  and  anecdotes,  both  they  and 

■  their  author  would  have  been  treated  with  silent  neglecL 

Although  at  that  period  it  will  be  indilfercnt  to  Mr.  Jay 
whether  good  or  evil  be,  and  continue  to  be  spoken  of  him, 
until  the  great  day  when  truth  will  triumph ;  yet  as  his 
character  will  always  be  interesting  to  his  family  and  pos- 
terity, he  thinks  it  his  duty,  not  only  to  take  care  that  the 
||L  ^  principles  and  motives  of  his  conduct  be  pure  and  virtuous 
'  ^  for  his  own  sake,  but  also  that  his  reputation  continue  fair 

and  spotless  for  their  sake." 

'  Some  of  the  following  letters  explain  the  above  allusion 
to  Little  page's  patrons. 

"to   THOMAS    JEFFERSON,  FABtS. 

"  Notf-York,  9lh  December,  1786. 
"Dear  Sir, 
"From  the  public  papers  which  will  go  by  the  packet, 
you  will  perceive  that  a  very  indecent  attack  has  been  made 
upon  me  by  a  Mr.  Littlepage,  who  was  formerly  in  my 
family,  and  from  whom  I  merit  better  things.  It  has  so 
happened,  that  among  the  few  enemies  I  have,  the  far 


^eator  past  are  ttneA  on  wIkhiiJ  haVe  Q0BfenQd.eB8eiidd 
tienefits.     *  *  '«    ;  . 

v^Tlus\yo'lmig  inah  does  fik$t  stand:  $}ngle.'  •!  .have-no 
reason  t^  suspect  thiol  :he  'is  suppc^rtfed.by  inore  tbah  pne 
single  American.  *'  It  bas'been  rpmatkedio  me^fikNB  many 
^uartei^,  tti^t  the  persoD3  who  .Kav«  stood  behind  ^him  in 
thSs  business  ar^  Eretv^n^iea.'^  What-c^d  ^ave  beea  their 
.  Views' ca6  only  b6  a  maUef  of  oonjectyre,  >Whflttfver  may 
b& '  the.  sentimenti? 'of  their  <^ourt  respecting  ine»  I  ahi  per- 
raad^that  socH  condiktt  ftrill  not  recomn^end  ibem  totheir 
minister,  of  whdsQ  good,  sehse  and Tespectfor  profpriety  I 
entertain  top  gbod'an  opinion,  to^pppsse^  tbiat  sudh  exeiiions 
'of  ^ai  cai^  meet  with  his  approbaiioQ. 

'^'  It  has  not  esoappd  the  notice  of  «iany,  tH&tthe  iHuIiHg 
-of  .the  pMiet  has  beeii  •  delayed -ser^t^  days;  .aithou^lhe 
wind  was  very  fair,  and  until  Jo^morrow,  •wheii-a  yeiy 
abosive  pablicanbn  against  me  nowin  jthe  precis  is  fo  ipake 
its  appearaoide  early  in  th<Q  morning.  *  What  motives  inAiP 
enced  this  d^lay  is  apf^arent  to  flie  from  ydertaiH  >ircum- 
irtances  not  pmper  for  me  to  men^on^  because  comix^unjoated 
to  me  in*  conftd^ee.'  -'     ;*•      '  '   /      ^  •     •  •  . 

^  I  shall  send  soon  a  duplicate  of  this  Ky  Sr  safe  opportu^ ' 
1^ ;  if  you  receive  this;  please  to.  inform  me  •  of  it'  by  the 
fij?st  opportimity. 

'  ^  I  atn,' deigT'Sir, 
..'  "  With*  great  and  iincerc  estoepa  and  regard/ 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  v^ry  humble  servant, 

.  .  ^  John.  JjCy."* 

"TO  JOHN  JA>AM»f  lipMJDON.  '         ,  .   . 

"Dear  Sia,       •  »:;**•».. 

**  I  lately  wrote  you  a  few  hasty  line^.  just  as  the,  vessel 
was  departing,  ^ind  enclosed  a  pamphlet  Citotaining  my  cor- 
respondence with  a  Mr.  Littlepage,  who  was  fprmeriy  in 
my  family. 

VOL.  I. G  G 
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.  "  The  attack  whi6h  fnViduccd  that  pamphlet  was  not  only 
countenanced,  liut  stimulated-by  some  of  the  subjects  of  oar 
good  ally  here.  It  ia  no  seferet  to  either  you  or  me  th^t } 
jun  tio  &vourileV?ilh  th«m,  nor  bare  1  apy  reason  to  appra- 
'hend  that  tliey  are  pleased  to  see  me  in  the  place  I  now 
'fill.  A  irimister  whose  eye  is  sing)?,  and  steadily  fixed  on 
'the  interest  of  AftieTica,  must  expect  4o  be  opposed  by  tlie 
tjnfriendly  influence  of  thoao  v,iioso  wishes  and  loeastlrcs 
he  i^oes  Hot  promote, 

'*!  should  have  treated  this  attack  with  silent  contempt, 
had  not  false  facts  teen  arired,  prni^iijiitcd.  and  impressed 
>il4A  tbdoBtry  and  frf>;Vahd  wfaic^,  if)'Dot  exposed '■ahd 
'refutedioiigBt  huTe  appealed  afier^ay  dm&  in  the  iDtflDon 
%fio*ite-oft(iewp80pfe:  ■•■:--    -  V    ■' 

-i^;.  :'  .    '* VHtkgtiti mi  mttkntMbeaatttiiie^ni,'' 
'     ■    '■.■■    ■     ■  •i-*m,aear  (if;  ■■■->..■■'■ 

«v  =■.;  •.,.     >  •«¥<Mu-fiiM)dsbdiBrt»iV'  '*' 

-?:•■.■■.     ■■•tf    •"\     ■      "-■•"■      '^.."'f^OmKjtf.'*-- 

-■  ■■  ff  rtsnH  .TU6mA»  itrmmHt.- - 

M  Puw  Jan.  ^UIi,  ]  T9S: 
.,■•■■     ••DsAR^'l*,  ■  ■.■;■ 

"I  ^aoeived  on  Uie  ISth instant  your  private  f&Toiu  ii 
DeceitibeFOth,  and^thafik  you-fbr  the  confidence  y«u  Are  id 
good  as  to  repose  in  me,  of  whit^'that  communication  is  a 
Itoof ;  aa  a\ich  it  is  a.  gratiiicatioo  to  nie,  because  it  meets 
^  esteem  I  have  ever  botne  you.  -Bot  nothing  ^■as  needed 
tojteep  Biy  mirid  right:  W  that  subject,  and,  I  believe  I  may 
Bay,  the  piiblic  mind  here.  The  sentiments'  entertained  of 
you  in  tbia  place  are'  too  Vespectfiil  to  be  easily  shakea. 
Th6  penoBof'wliom';foa  speak  in  your  Jetter  arrived  here 
VD'  the  19th;  and  departed  for  Warsaw  on  the  2Sd.  It  is 
iw»Uy  to  be  laineitted ''thitt  after  a  public  servant  has 
"YfBfned  a' life  in  impoHtanf  and  faithful  services — after  hav- 
•Dg  gi^d  tbe  most  pienvy  satisfaction  in  every  station,^ — it 
s^Mildjetbe  in.  the  power  of  every  individual  to  disturb 
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Uf  quiet,  1^  affaigning  hkn  iir  a  gaa^ett^  aiid  by  obliging 

liim  tp  act  a«^if  J>e  needea  a  defence — ^  obligation  imposed 

^  QQ  biiti  -by  unthinking- Ji^iqdfl  which  never  givei  themaaivet 

tli8.ti'9!Q^le  of  gdeking^ a  reflection  unless  it  be  p^fesented 

Wthei|i.  ■  .  ."..^  ...  .    *    ..   .;■  .. 

) J^  X^^^  <mi!9t  -jna^  have,  sufibjed'  &>;-  a  momeQt  on  |hiir 
oJBcamoh/but  yoii  tetye'tbe  strongest  ofaQ  su)pports>  that  of 
tKejHiblic  esteem;  it  is  unnecessary  4o^d  assuranoes  of 
thaV  with  .whi/oh  I  Jiayef  the  honour  to'be»  disar  sir^ 
.'.-'**  Your  most  obedient 

' .  '^  Aod  in^t  humMe^erv^nt,  • 
' .,/  •   \  '  ■  '%'  ..        •   **  Th.  jBnjpjBuiofi/':. 

*  s 

■  ^    .  •      ■ 

■  ■  • 

y,,  '     **  TO  JOHH   ^Aif  •  * 

•*  Orosvenpr^awrev  Feb.  14th,  use.  • 

*' Dear  Sir,  ;        .   - 

•*  I  have  received  your  lettef,. enclosing  two  /pamphlets; 
<M;ie  of  which  I  have  sedt  to  Mr;  Jefferson  by  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys, who  sets  out  for  Paps-thia  monring.  . 
^  f*  These  letters.  wiU  -be  sufficietit  to  show  liny  maD-  of 
common  decency  the  cha^^ters  'of  the  Twriters.  On  one 
8i4e  th^re  is  the  condescension  .of  a  provident  but  indul^ 
gent  iather ;  on  the  other,  the  impertinence  and.i^pratitude 
iSt  a  prodigal  son,  not  yet  reduced  jto  the  mortifioation  of 
eating  husks^with  die  swjne. .  i     '  • 

.  **,  What  vnth  the  impudence  of  some  of  our  young  men, 
who,'  like  Littlepage,  are  natives  of  Arnei:iGa ;  and  wKat 
with  the  assurance  of  some  others,. Mfho  assume  the  Aiperi-. 
can  character  with  less  pretensions  to'  it— our  .country  sut 
fers  very  much  in  its  reputation. 

"The  scene  to  which  i^ was  witness  is-  truly ai^d  can- 
didly described,  and  I  have  b6  certified  to  JVf  n  ;Je£fer«on 
and  others*  -    ^         *_        . . 

"  It  is  indeed  a  mortifying^  cohsideration,  that  neither 
purity  of  character,  rank  in  society,  nor  any  degree,  of 
merit  or  reputation,  should  be  a  protection  against  suph 
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pude  and  Tirulenl  attacks,  which,  however  despised  or 
resented  by  virtuous  and  judicious  men,  are  commonly 
received  and  applauded,  without  thinking,  by  the  profli- 
gate, and  with  malignity  by  the  designing.  Even  such 
e^travagants  as  Littlcpage,  as  you  and  I  have  known 
before,  are  sonjetimes  cherished ,  and  cotirlcd  for  the 
deliberate,  though  secret,  purpose  of  doing  business  "which 
cannot  be  done  by  fairer  means. 

"  In  this  case  I  rely  upon  it  tiiat  no  injuiy  will  be  done 
to  you.     Tho  alteropt  ia  too  gross. 

"  With  great  esteem  and  affection,     '       fr-— 
'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  "     ^^ 

■  ■■    ,  't-  •       "Dear  sir,'    .  -      .  - 

«TqHr:frielid-  and  aervant,     ■     - 
■-.'■:•  '•  **  Joan  A?)*!**-"  ■ 

*'wiomt  At.  ,     r    ' ';  ' ,    ■ 

'"bhiilMtm,  HnditTtb,nvT.    - 
',  -        .•  ^»      .-,•-■■-»     '         *.  ■         *  .'■ 

"I  thank  you  for 'the  copy  of  Mr.  Adams's  letter.  It 
waa.hot  wanted  to  convince  me'of  your  integrity.  I  hhve 
knowh  you  frqfti  the  earliest-  period  of  your  political  life,' 
and  have  seen  too -many  jtrodft  of  your  inflexible  attfbcb- 
ment.  to  jiiirtice,  and  your' stfcred  regard  to  truth,  to  be 
moved  in  my  good  opinion  of  yqu  by  the  scurrilous  reflec- 
tioije  of  an  impudepttAd  thankless  boy.  But  others  miy 
have  formed  a  less  Woflhy  opinion.  In  this  partof  thewoiid, 
-however,  such  an  opinion  shall  not  take  root.  Indeed,  the 
youth'W  censured  for  his  ingratitude,  wherever  the  subject 
is  mentioned.  It  is  truly,  my  friend,  a  melancholy  ctm- 
•ideration,  that  such  returns  as  you  have  experienced  are 
too'  frequently  made  /or  the  kindest  actions.  But,  while 
they  afford  a  disagreeable  picture  of  human  nature,  they 
heighten  the  merit  of  our  i:x>iiduct,  by  giving  to  virtue  no 
.  other  reward  than  the  inflection  of  having  done  well,  from 
the.most  upright  and  disinterested  motives.    This  conaola- 
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tkA  will >neyer  leare  you,  and  so  long  .as  it  remains  you' 
will  preterve  the  friendship  of  thosre  whose  esteem  you 
*  valne  the  fhost , 

V  "Adieu,  my  dear  firiead, 
"  And-belieTe  me  to  be  such^fo  you  for  evdr/- 

•        .-  -^Ep^  RUTLBDQS.'' 

'  *        .  ^  FROM   C(. .  MASONy  JUH.   S8Q.         • 

•.      ^   ^       •«Lczittgtrti;  Jill/ SSa»  1787.    ) 

"  Dear  Sir, 
^  I  have  lately  seen  a  pamphlet  containing  a  corre^nd- 

.  eiice  between  you  and  on^Vix^pboda  Quixote.   'I  caiibot' 
think  it  was  Worth  your  whde  to  have  taken  notice. o£  his 

'  publTcatiQji,  though-  circumstsuu5es  which.  I,  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  might  have  made  it  oecaisary,  I  was  much 
diverted  with  one  paragrapb^  iQ  his  last  pUblica^on :  / 1 
abruptly  left  ^Richmond  .towards,  the  last.  6f  Ocloben* 
Very  probable ;  for  I  have  been  told,  he^  had  taken  up 
money,  by  draw;^lg  on' fictitious  characters  in  Sumpe;  and 
I  presume  towards  the  but  ofjOotober  the'  biOs  were  te^ 
turning***   :*      ♦•.     r.-  ♦    .*      *  ,    .     ♦' 


• 


.  Jt  is  now  time  to  notice  (he  early  and  consistent  opiniptis 
and  conduct  of  Mr.  Jay  on  the  Subject  of  .slavery.  W^ 
have  already  se^nthat  it  was  probably  o^^ii^  to  his  acci- 
dental- absence  from  the  New- York  Convention,  that  the 
constitution  then  formed  did  not  provide  for  the  extinction 
of  davery  in  thdt  State.  In  the  ye^  1780,  while  in  Spain 
he  thus  wrote  to  his  fnend.  Mr.  Benson,  the  attorney-gene- 
ral of  New- York  :-w  ; .      .   .•  \. 

**  The  State  of  New- York  is  rarely  out  of  my  mind 
or  heart,  and  I  am  often  disposed. to  -write  much  re- 
specting its  affairs ;  but  I  have  so  little  information  a# 
to  its  present  political  objects  and  operations,  that  I  am 
afraid  to  attempt  it.  An  excellent  law  might  be  made 
out  of  the  Pennsylvania  one,  for  the  gradual  aboliti<xi 
of  slavery.     Till  America  comes  into  this  measure,  her 


prayers  to  Heaven  for  liberty  will  be  impious.  This  ia  a 
strong  expression,  but  it  is  just.  Were  1  in  your  Le^lature, 
I  would  prepare  a  bill  for  the  purpose  with  great  care,  and  - 
I  would  never  ceaae  moving  it  till  it  became  a  taw,  or  I 
ceased  to  be  a  member.  I  believe  God  governs  the  world, 
and  1  believe  it  to  be  a  maxim  in  his,  as  in  bur  court,  that 
tbose  who  ask  for  equity,  ought  to  do  it." 

,  The  union  of  principle  and  practice  displayed  in  the 
annexed  instrument  will,  it  is  hoped,  excuse  its  insertion  in 
this  plate. 

%3aas  Jat,  of  tbe'  city  oC' New-Yorii,  in  Aip^iU,-  Eiqv 
bat  now  residing  at'Ghaillotj  near  Paiia^  in  Fniuie,  send 
gneliitg.-  VfaMmmkw,  in  the  month  of.  .December,  m  the 
year  1770, 1  purdiased  st  ^ditiiiicp,  a  iMQ;rabay;-naiiMid 
Bevolt,  Who  haa  «Ter  noce  beieo  with'ine :  '  r .       ' 

^'^Anb  ymskMAB,  the  diildien.  df  mMi  are' -by  natitfc 
Mfually  fi«e,BiKl  canDetwithcnitii^ustita  be  either  reduced 
to  or  held-  in' slavery  ^  and  .WnuutAs,  it  is  therefore  right, 
that  after  the  said  Benoit  sh^I  'have  served  me  until  iba 
value  of  his-  services  amount  to  a  moderate  compensation 
fir  the  money  expanded  for  him,  he  should  he  manumitted ; 
and  whereas  his  serrices'for  three  years  more  would,  ki 
my  opinion,  be  ^utBcient  £>r  that  purpose.  Now,  kjtow 
TV,  that  if  the  said  Benoit  shall  continue  to  serve mewith  a 
cepimoD  and  rsasonable'degree  of  fidelity  for  three  years 
filOiri  die  date  hereof,  he  shall  ev^r  afterward  be'a  free  niaa. 
And  I  do,  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executm^,  and  adminis- 
trators, consent,  agree,  and  declare,  that  all  my  right  and 
tide  to  the  said  Benoit  shall  then  cease,  determine,  and 
become  absolutely  null  and  void,  and  that  he  shall  thence- 
Soiih  be  aa  free  tp  all' intents  and  purposes  as  if  he  had 
never  been  a  slave.  In  witness  iffhereof,  1  have  henunto 
>M'  my  hand  and  seal|  at  ChaiHot,  the  3l8t  day  of  March, 
m  the' year  of  (Afihoxd  1784. 

"  JoHM  Jat."    (i.  a.) 
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•'  Early  id  IWS'a  society  was  formed  in  New-York  under, 
the  name  of  **  The  Society  for  promoting  thp  Manlimisskm 
of  Slaves,  abd  protecting  such  of  them  a^  have  beei^  or 
may  be  liberated;^  Of  this  society  Mt.  Jay  was  elected 
the  presid^nty'and  notwithstanding  the  pressure  of  his  public 
bCttinesSf  he  accepted  the  office,  amdactiyely  disichaigi^d  its 
dtities.  ^  ■  '^  -        •  • '  * 

-'  To  a  gentleman  who  iiJormed  him  that  a  free  negro  had 
been  kidnapp^  at  New^  York,  and  carried  to' South  C&roHna 
for  sale>  he  wrote:  "      .  ' 

**  Hiaye  beep  fevour^  with  your. letter^  and  immcMliately 
comnmnicated'  it  to  the  committee  of  our  society  for  pro-^ 
iinoting  the  liberation  bf  slaves,  and  protecting  such  as  miiy 
be  -miuiUmitte(f.  They  are  taking  proper  measures  on  the 
occasion,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  our'Legisla^ure  will  inter- 
fere to  prevent,  such  enormities  in  future. 

**  It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  slavery  may  be -abolished. 
The  honour  x>{  the  States,  as  well  as  ju^ce  and  humanity^ 
in  Qiy  opinion,  loudly  call  upon  them'io  emtocipate  these 
•unhappy  people.  To  coiiteind^for  our  own  liberty^  and  to 
•deny  that  blessing  to  othets,  involves  an  inconsistency  not 
to  be  excused. 

**  Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  endeavours  of  you 
and  others  to  promote  this  desirable  end,  the  reflection  that 
they  are  prompted  by  the  best  motive^  affords  good  reasons 
for  persevering  in  them/*  •   ^ 

The  hope  expressed  in  this  letter  of  legislative  interference, 
was  probably  founded  on  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature, 
draughted  by  Mr.  Jay,  praying  for  an  act  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  slaves  from  the  State.  The  language  of  the 
memorial  was  strong  and  unequivocal.  It  began :  ^  Your 
memorialists,  being  deeply  affected  by  the  Bituation  of  those, 
who,  free  by  the  laws  of  God,  are  held  In  slavery  by  the 
laws  of  this  State,  view'  with  pain  add  regret  the  additional 
miseries  which  those  unhappy  people  experience  from  the 
practice  of  exporting  them  like  cattle,  and  other  articles 
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of   commerce,  to    the  West    ludies  ■  and    the   southern 
Slates." 

But  Mr.  Jay  was,  unhappily,  far  in  advance  of  public 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  It  was  only  by  slow  ■ 
degrees,  and  through  the  patientaiid  persevering  efibrtS' of 
himself  and  a  few  other  zealous  pioneers,  thai  the  obstacles 
which  retarded  the  progress  of  freedoni  ^ere  gradually  re- 
moved.andslaveryexterminated  from  tho  soil  (rfJSew-York. 
He  was  permitted  by  Providence  to  witness  in  his  old  age 
this  glorious  consummation  of  his  early  wishes  and  labours- 

In  1.768  a  society,  in  Francei  and  another  Id  Ej^aad, 
Amned  for  protnotiDg'th^  abolition  of  slavery,  op^ed  a 
cerratpoiMltoio»  with  d^':New-York  society.  tl)rougb  its 
'preiideotr  Tbe  foUtnviog.letter  to  the  Engjisb-souety  was 
■fron^  his  pen.  ^    -,''',  i    - ' 

-■"f  Gbhtlbmsn,  .■■■■■, 
..  '■,*fOur  society  haa been; fevoured, with  yoor.lietl|Br  of  the  , 
istof  May-lastt-and  are  happy-tfaaHpbrts  so  honouralde 
to  the  nation  are  making  in  yintr  -Country  to  promote  the 
cauSQ  of  justice  and  humanity  relative  to  the  Africans. 
.That  they  who  bnow  the  value  of  liberty,  and  are  blessed 
with  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  not  to  subject  others  to 
i^avery,  is,  hke  most  other  moral  precepts,  more  generally 
admitted  in  theory  than  observed  in  practice.  This  wiU 
continue  to  be  too  much  the  case  while  men  are  impelled  to 
action  by  their  passion?  rather  than  their  reason,  and  while 
they  are  more  solicitous  to  acquire  wealth  than  to  do  as 
they  wolUd  be  done  by.  Hence  it  is  that  India  and  Afiica 
experience  umrterited  oppression  Irom  nations  who  have 
.  been  long  distinguished  by  their  attachment  to  their  civil 
and  religious  liberties ;  but  who  have  expended  not  much 
l^B  blood  and  treasure  in  violating  the  rights  of  others, 
than  in  defending  their  own.  The  United  States  are  fer 
from  being  irreproachable  in  this  respect.  It  undoubtedly 
is  very  inconsistent  with  their  declarations  on  the  subject  <^ 
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Jiuman  rights  to  permit  a  single  slave  to  be  found  within 
their  jurisdiction,  and  we  confess  the  justice  of  your  stric- 
tures on  that  head. 

"  Permit  us,  however,  to  observe,  that  although  conse- 
quences ought  not  to  deter  us  from  doing  what  is  right,  yet 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  persuade  men  in  general  to  act  on  that 
magnanimous  and  disinterested  principle.  It  is  well  known 
that  errors,  either  in  opinion  or  practice,  long  entertained  or 
indulged  are  difficult  to  eradicate,  and  particularly  so 
when  they  have  become,  as  it  were,  incorporated  in  the 
civil  institutions  and  domestic  economy  of  a  whole  people. 

"Prior  to  the  late  revolution,  the  great  majority,  or 
rather  the  great  body  of  our  people  had  been  so  long  ac- 
customed to  the  practice  and  convenience  of  having  slaves, 
that  very  few  among  them  even  doubted  the  propriety  and 
rectitude  of  it.  Some  liberal  and  conscientious  men  had, 
indeed,  by  their  conduct  and  writings,  drawn  the  lawfulness 
of  slavery  into  question,  and  they  made  converts  to  that 
opinion ;  but  the  ntimber  of  those  converts  compared  with 
the  people  at  large,  was  then  very  inconsiderable.  Their 
doctrines  prevailed  by  almost  insensible  degrees,  and  was 
like  the  little  lump  of  leaven  which  was  put  into  three 
measures  of  meal :  even  at  this  day,  the  whole  mass  is  far 
from  being  leavened,  though  we  have  good  reason  to  hope 
and  to  believe  that  if  the  natural  operations  of  truth  are 
constantly  watched  and  assisted,  but  not  forced  and  pre- 
cipitated, that  end  we  all  aim  at  will  finally  be  attained  in 
this  country. 

**  The  Convention  who  formed  and  recommended  the 
new  constitution  had  an  arduous  task  to  perform,  especially 
as  local  interests,  and  in  some  measure  local  prejudices, 
were  to  be  accommodated.  Several  of  the  States  con- 
ceived that  restraints  on  slavery  might  be  too  rapid  to  con- 
sist with  their  particular  circumstances ;  and  the  importance 
of  union  rendered  it  necessary  tliat  their  wishes  on  that 
bead  should,  in  some  degree,  be  gratified. 

VOL.  I. — fif  H 
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"  It  givea  us  pleasure  to  inform  you,  tliat  a  disposition 
favourable  to  our  views  and  wishes  ]>revail8  more  and 
more,  and  that  it  has  already  had  an  influence  on  our  laws. 
When  it  is  considered  how  many  of  the  legislators  in  the 
different  States  are  proprietors  of  slaves,  and  what  opinions 
and  prejudices  they  have  imbibed  on  the  subject  from  their 
infancy,  a  sudden  and  total  stop  to  this  species  of  oppres- 
sion is  not  to  be  expected. 

"  We  will  cheerfully  co-operate  with  you  in  endeavour- 
ing to  procure  advocates  for  the  same  cause  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  perfectly  approve  and  commend  your  establishing 
a  correspondence  in  France.  It  appears  to  have  produced 
the  desired  effect ;  for  Mons.  De  Warville,  the  secretary 
of  a  society  for  the  like  benevolent  purpose  at  Paris,  is  now 
here ;  and  comes  instructed  to  establish  a  correspondence 
with  us,  and  to  collect  such  information  as  may  pr<Mnote 
our  common  views.  He  delivered  to  our  society  an  ex- 
tract from  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings,  dated  8th  of 
April  last,  recunimeuding  him  to  our  attention  ;  and  upon 
that  occasion  they  passed  the  resolutions  of  which  the  en- 
closed are  copies, 

"  We  are  much  obliged  by  the  pamphlets  enclosed  with 
your  letter,  and  shall  constantly  make  such  communicalions 
to  you  as  may  appear  to  us  interesting. 

"  By  a  report  of  the  Committee  for  superintending  the 
school  we  have  eslablishcd  in  this  city  for  the  education  of 
negro  cliildren,  wc  find  that  proper. attention  is  paid  to  it, 
and  that  scholars  are  now  taught  in  it.     By  the  laws 

of  this  State,  masters  may  now  liberate  healthy  slaves  of  a  • 
proper  age  without  giving  security  that  they  shall  not 
become  a  parish  charge  j  and  the  e.iportation  as  well  i 
importation  of  Ihem  is  prohibited.  The  State  lias  also 
manumitted  such  as  became  its  properly  by  confiscatt^i 
and  we  have  reason  to  expect  that  the  maxim,  that  every 
man,  of  whatever  colour,  is  to  be  presumed  to  be  free  tinUl 
the  contrary  be  shown,  will  prevail  in  our  coui'ts  of  justice 
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Manumissions  daily  become  more  common  among  us ;  and 
(be  treatment  which  slaves  in  general  meet  with  in  this 
State  is  very  little  different  from  that  of  other  servants. 
**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  humble  servant, 
"JoHir  Jay, 

**  Pretiitni  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  the  Manumission  of  leaves,** 

The  society  neither  expected  nor  attempted  to  effect 
any  sudden  alteration  in  the  laws  relating  to  slavery,  but 
its  exertions  were  chiefly  directed  to  the  protection  of 
manumitted  slaves,  and  to  the  education  of  coloured  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Jay  continued  at  the  head  of  the  society  until 
he  became  chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  when,  thinking 
it  possible  that  questions  might  be  brought  before  him  in 
which  the  society  was  interested,  he  deemed  it  proper  to 
dissolve  his  official  connexion  with  it. 

In  the  year  1798,  being  called  on  by  the  United  States 
marshal  for  an  account  of  his  taxable  property,  he  accom- 
panied a  list  of  his  slaves  with  the  following  observations : 

**  I  purchase  slaves,  and  manumit  them  at  proper  ages, 
and  when  their  faithful  services  shall  have  afforded  a  rea- 
sonable retribution." 

As  free  servants  became  more  common,  he  was  gradu- 
ally relieved  from  the  necessity  of  purchasing  slaves ;  and 
the  two  last  which  he  manumitted  he  retained  for  many 
years  in  his  family,  at  the  customary  wages. 

1786.]  The  negotiation  between  Mr.  Jay  and  the  Spanish 
minister  had  been  a  long  time  suspended  by  the  conflicting 
determination  of  the  two  governments,  respecting  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi.  Congress  had  expressly  ordered 
the  secretary  to  stipulate  both  for  the  territory  claimed  by 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
firom  its  source  to  the  ocean.  Mr.  Gardoqui,  on  the  other 
hand,  declared  that  the  king  would  never  permit  any  nation 
to  use  that  river,  both  banks  of  which  belonged  to  him,  and 
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ted  States       ^ 

1 


that  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
could  in  no  way  alTect  his  rights.  The  state  of  the  nego- 
tiatidD  left  to  the  United  States  only  the  alternative  of  let- 
ting their  claims  lie  dormant  for  tlie  present,  or  of  enforcing 
them  by  arms.  Under  these  circumstances,  Congress  sum* 
moned  the  secretary  before  them  on  the  3d  September,  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  his  views  on  the  subject.  He  ad- 
dressed diem  in  a  speech,  which  was  reduced  to  writing  and 
inserted  on  their  minutes.  He  informed  Congress  that 
Spain  was  ready  to  grant  the  United  States  extensive  and 
highly  valuable  commercial  privileges ;  and  that  it  was  in 
her  power,  by  her  inttuence  with  the  Barbary  powers,  and 
by  her  intimate  connexion  with  France  and  Portugal, 
greatly  to  injure  the  commerce  of  America  and  to  benefit 
that  of  England.  But  that  at  present,  the  questions  respect- 
ing the  Mississippi  and  the  territorial  limits  prevented  any 
commercial  arrangements  whatever ;  that  his  own  opinion 
of  the  justice  and  importance  of  the  claims  advanced  by  the 
United  States  had  undergone  no  change ;  but  that,  under 
present  circumstances,  he  thought  it  would  be  expedient  to 
conclude  a  treaty  with  Spain  limited  to  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  and  for  the  United  Slates  to  stipulate  that  they 
would,  during  the  term  of  the  treaty,  forbear  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi  below  tlteir  southern  honndary.  This  opinion 
was  founded  on  the  consideration,  that  however  important 
that  navigation  might  ultiinately  be,  it  would  not  probably 
be  very  essential  during  the  proposed  term,  and  that  there- 
fore it  might  be  good  policy  to  consent  not  to  use,  for  a  cer- 
tain period,  what  they  did  not  want,  in  consideration  (rf 
valuable  commercial  concessions. 

This  consideration  was  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  the 
United  States  could  not  at  present  possess  tliemselves  of 
this  navigation,  except  by  force  of  arms,  and  they  were  nol 
in  a  condition  at  present  to  go  to  war  with  any  nation  what- 
ever ;  and,  moreover,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  confedera- 
tion would  certainly  refuse  to  bear  the  burden  of  a  war 
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with  Spain,  for  an  object  in  which  they  were  not  imme- 
diately interested. 

This  speech  gave  great  and  lasting  offence  to  the  south- 
em  members  of  Congress,  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
revoke  the  commission  that  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Jay  to 
conduct  the  negotiation.  This  attempt  to  disgrace  the  sec-  • 
retary  was  supported  by  every  delegate  from  the  southern 
States,  with  a  single  exception,  and  was  defeated  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  all  the  other  members. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  consistency  of  Mr.  Jay 
on  this  subject,  with  the  fluctuating  policy  of  those  who 
now  reprobated  the  advice  he  had  given. 

We  have  seen  that  his  conviction  of  the  future  import- 
ance of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  was  so  strong,  that 
there  was  but  one  equivalent  which  he  was  at  any  time 
willing  to  receive  for  it;  and  this  was,  the  independence  of 
his  country.  While  the  result  of  the  conflict  was  doubtful, 
and  while  Spain  was  at  peace  witli  England,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  relinquish  this  right  on  condition  that  Spain  would 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and 
make  common  cause  with  them  in  supporting  it.  But  after 
Spain  had  engaged  in  the  war  for  objects  of  her  own,  and 
after  the  victories  in  America  had  placed  the  independence 
of  the  country  beyond  hazard,  there  was  nothing  that  Spain 
could  offer,  for  which  he  would  have  bartered  this  import- 
ant right.  Far  different,  however,  was  the  estimate  which 
the  soutiiern  States  then  placed  on  their  claim  to  this  naviga- 
tion. So  late  as  the  15th  February,  1781,  after  a  British 
army  had  been  captured — after  France  had  not  only  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  the  United  States,  but  had  furnished 
them  with  large  supplies  of  money  and  military  stores — 
after  her  armies  and  fleets  had  co-operated  with  the  Ameri- 
can forces, — and  after  Spain  had  been  added  to  the  enemies 
of  Britain,  Congress,  at  the  instance  of  the  Virginia  delega- 
tion, ordered  Mr.  Jay  to  make  a  formal  surrender  of  the 
right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi,  from  the  31°  of  north 
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latitude  to  the  ocean,  on  the  sole  condition  that  his  Catholic 
majesty  would  permit  American  citizens  to  use  the  river  so 
far  as  it  bounded  their  own  territory. 

It  is  singular  that  tlie  delegates  from  the  same  State,  after 
the  delivery  of  Mr.  Jay'a  speech,  should  have  introduced  a 
series  of  resolutions,  with  a  preamble,  denying  the  right  of 
Congress  to  suspend  the  navigation  of  the  river  below  their 
territory  by  a  treaty  of  commerce,  because  that  would  be 
to  "dismember  the  government  1"* 

The  northern  and  eastern  States,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
which  constituted  a  majority,  acceded  to  Mr.  Jay's  views, 
and  instructed  him  to  make  the  acknowledgment  by  Spain 
of  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  as  fixed  by  the 
treaty  of  peace,  a  sine  qua  non;  and  authorized  him,  if  he 
jk  found  it  necessary,  to  consent  to  a  suspension  of  the  navi< 

I  gation  of  the  Mississippi  below  their  southern  boundary  for 

I  twenty  years. 

r  The  Spanish  minister,  however,  would  not  consent  to 

k  any  stipulation  whatever  implying  a  right  in  the  United 

K  States  to  the  navigation  in  question.     The  negotiation  was 

f  protracted,  but  agreeably  to  Mr.  Jay's  original  expectation, 

p  proved  fruitless,  and  was  fmally  terminated  by  Mr.  Gar- 

^  doqui's  return  to  Europe. 

I  By  the  treaty  of  peace  Great  Britain  was  bound  to  with- 

draw with  all  convenient  speed  her  armies,  garrisons,  and 
fleets  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbour  in  the  United    . 
^  States.     Notwithstanding  this  positive  stipulation,  various 

military  posts  along  the  northern  and  western  frontier  rf 
L  the  United  States,  and  within  their  acknowledged  limits, 

I  continued  to  be  garrisoned  by  British  troops.    This  infrac- 

tion of  the  treaty  excited  much  uneasiness  in  Congress  and 
among  their  constituents,  and  Mr.  Adams,  the  American 
minister  in  London,  was  directed  to  present  a  remonstrance 
on  the  subject  to  that  court    He  accordingly,  on  the  SOdi 
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November,  1785,  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  ministry, 
demanding  the  immediate  removal  of  the  garrisons  from  no 
less  than  seven  specified  posts  in  the  United  States.  To 
this  paper  a  reply  was  received,  most  humiliating  to  the 
United  States.  The  British  minister  admitted,  in  the  most 
explicit  terms,  that  the  detention  of  the  posts  was  contrary 
to  the  treaty,  and  at  the  same  time  declared  that  it  was  his 
majesty's  intention  to  act  in  perfect  accordance  with  the 
strictest  principles  of  justice  and  good  faith.  To  reconcile 
this  declaration  with  his  conduct  in  regard  to  the  posts,  the 
minister  called  Mr.  Adams's  attention  to  the  4th  article  of 
the  treaty,  which  stipulated  "  that  creditors  on  dither  side 
should  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of 
the  full  value  in  sterling  money  of  all  bona  fide  debts  hereto- 
fore contracted."  He  then  pointed  out  various  instances  in 
which  British  creditors,  in  manifest  violation  of  the  ar- 
ticle, were  debarred  by  the  laws  of  several  States  from  re- 
covering their  just  debts ;  and  he  assured  Mr.  Adams  that 
as  soon  as  the  United  States  should  evince  a  disposition 
to  observe  the  treaty  on  their  part,  his  majesty  would  with- 
out delay  manifest  a  corresponding  disposition.  This  answer 
and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it  so  incontestably 
established  the  infraction  of  the  treaty  by  the  State  Legis- 
latures, that  Mr.  Adams  was  left  without  a  reply,  and  all 
he  could  do  was  to  transmit  the  correspondence  to  Con- 
gress, by  whom  it  was  referred  to  the  secretary  for  foreign 
aflSiirs. 

Neither  Mr.  Jay's  patriotism  nor  his  morality  ever  per- 
mitted him  to  palliate  wrong,  because  committed  by  his 
country.  On  the  13th  October  he  presented  to  Congress 
an  elaborate  report,  in  which  he  entered  into  a  minute  ex- 
amination of  the  acts  of  the  several  States,  and  showed 
conclusively  that  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  VirginiJB^ 
South  Carolina,  and  New- York  had  each  been  guilty  of 
violating  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  He  next  proceeded 
to  inquire  whether  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  herself 
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had  justified  ihese  acts.  "  Your  secretarj',"  observed  the 
report,  "  is  about  to  say  unpopular  things,  but  higher  mo- 
lives  than  personal  considerations  press  him  to  proceed." 
He  then  alluded  to  certain  slaves  who  had  eloped  from  their 
masteri  during  the  war,  and  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
British ;  they  having  accepted  the  protection  offered  to 
them  by  the  royal  commanders.  He  boldly  vindicated 
the  British  for  keeping  their  faith  with  these  people ;  but 
maintained  that  the  spirit  of  tJie  treatj'  might  and  ought 
to  be  fulfilled  by  the  British  government  paying  to  the 
masters  an  equivalent  in  money.  The  report  then  showed 
that  the  legislative  acta,  restraining  the  collection  of  debts 
r-  due  to  British  subjects,  continued  in  force  at  and  from  the 

I  time   the  treaty   was   ratified  by   Congreas,   which   waa 

several  months  before  it  was  ratified  by  England,  and  of 
course,  that  the  first  infraction  of  it  was  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  "  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  surprise  lo  your  secretary  that  the  posts  are 
detained ;  nor,  in  his  opinion,  would  Britain  be  lo  blame  in 
continuing  to  hold  them  until  America  shall  cease  to  impede 
her  enjoying  every  essential  right,  secured  to  her  and  her 
people  and  adlierents  by  llie  treaty." 

He  then  advised  Congress  to  declare  that  all  laws  ea- 
acted  by  the  several  Stales  repugnant  to  the  treaty  should 
be  repealed ;  and  to  recommend  to  the  States  to  pass  a 
general  act  for  their  repeal.  He  further  proposed  that  Mr. 
Adams  should  be  instructed  candidly  to  admit  that  the 
treaty  had  been  violated  by  the  United  States  ;  and  that  he 
should  be  authorized  to  conclude  a  convention  with  the 
British  government,  by  which  the  latter  should  be  bound  to 
pay  for  the  negroes  taken  from  New-York,  and  to  surren* 
der  the  posts  as  soon  as  all  legislative  acts,  inconsialeiit 
with  the  treaty,  should  be  repealed. 

It  is  delightful  to  see  a  statesman  thus  bringing  to  the 
discussion  of  a  great  national  controversy,  and  one  in  which 
the  interests  and  passions  of  his  countrymen  were  involved, 
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^t  strict  and  honest  adherence  to  truth  and  justice  which 
the  moral  sense  of  mankind  requires  in  the  affairs  of  private 
life,  but  which  is  too  frequently,  and  without  censure,  dis- 
pensed Willi  in  politics.- 

.  Congress,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  their  secre- 
tary, called  on  the  States  to  repeal  such  of  th6ir  laws  as 
were  repugnant  to  the  treaty ;  but,  unhappUy,  they  had  no 
power  to  enforce  the  calL  There  was  no  federal  judica- 
ture to  which  the  injured  and  oppressed  foreigner  could 
appeal  for  protection  against  the  vindictive  and  unjust  en- 
actments of  the  State  legislatures — no  tribunal  that  could 
flet  aside,  as  void,  a  law  that  trampled  upon  the  faith  of 
treaties. 

The  inefficiency  of  the  national  government  had  long 
excited  in  Mr.  Jay's  breast  deep  and  constant  apprehen- 
lion  for  the  honour  and  welfare  of  his  country.  Personally, 
he  was  interested  in  the  continuance  of  the  confederation 
la  its  present  form,  as  he  enjoyed  the  most  lucrative  and 
influential  station  in  the  gift  of  Congresf.  But  personal 
considerations  never  swayed  his  political  opinions  or  con- 
duct. His  private  letters  and  his  reports  to  Congress  bear 
ample  testimony  to  his  conviction  of  the  unfitness  of  the 
existing  system  to  the  exigences  of  a  great  empire,  and  to 
his  anxiety  to  substitute  for  it  a  government  possessing  the 
energy  requisite  to  preserve  the  honour  and  vindicate  the 
rights  of  the  nation. 

In  his  speech  on  the  Spanish  negotiation,  he  remarked 
that  should  Congress  at  present  insist  on  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  '*  the  Spanish  posts  on  its  banks  would  be 
strengthened,  and  that  nation  would  there  bid  us  defiance 
with  impunity,  at  least  until  the  American  nation  shall 
become  more  really  and  truly  a  nation  than  it  is  at  present 
Yot^unblessed  with  an  efficient  government  destitute  of  funds, 
and  without  public  credit  at  home  or  abroad,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  wait  in  patience  for  better  days,  or  plunge  into 
an  unpopular  and  dangerous  war,  with  very  little  prospect 

VOL.  L 1  I 
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of  tenmnating  it  by  a  peace  either  advantageous  or 
gtorioiu." 

A  proposition  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Europe  being  referred 
by  Congress  to  the  secretary,  he  reported ; 

"  It  appears  to  your  secretary  improper  to  open  such  a 
loan,  even  if  the  succeas  of  it  was  certain ;  because  the  fed- 
eral government,  in  its  present  state,  is  rather  paternal  and 
persuasive  than  coercive  and  efficient.  Congress  can  make 
no  certain  dependence  on  the  States  for  any  specific  sums,  to 
be  required  and  paid  at  any  given  periods,  and  consequently 
are  not  in  capacity  safely  to  pledge  their  honour  and  faith 
for  the  repayment  of  any  specific  sums  they  may  borrow 
at  any  given  periods,  wliich  must  be  the  case  if  tliey  should 
make  this  or  any  other  loan." 

Not  only  were  Congress  unable  to  command  the  pecu- 
niary resources  of  the  country,  hut  they  had  no  power  even 
to  r^ulate  trade,  so  as  to  counteract  the  un&iendly  Tabu- 
lations of  other  nations :  each  State'  having  reserved  to 
itself  the  right  of  imposing,  collecting,  and  approptialii^ 
duties  on  its  own  commerce. 

Mr.  Jay's  correspondence  exhibits  his  views  on  this 
interesting  subject 

**  no  GEOROB   WASHXHOTON . 

"Nsw-Tork,  16th  Mwch,  1T98. 
"  Dear  Sik, 

"  Although  you  have  wisely  retired  from  public  employ- 
ments, and  calmly  view  from  the  temple  of  fame  the  various 
exertions  of  that  sovereignty  and  independence  which  Provi- 
dence has  enabled  you  to  be  so  greatly  and  gloriously 
instrumental  in  securing  to  your  country,  yet  I  am  per- 
suaded that  you  cannot  view  them  with  the  eye  of  an  lucon- 
cemed  spectator. 

"Experience  has  pointed  out  errors  in  our  national  gov- 
ernment which  call  for  correction,  and  which  threatm  to 
blast   the  fruit  we  szpected    frcon  our  tree  of  liberty. 
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The  convention  proposed  by  Virginia  may  do  some  good, 
^nd  would  perhaps  do  more  if  it  comprehended  more 
olgects.  An  opinion  begins  to  prevail  that  a  general  Con- 
vention for  revising  the  articles  of  confederation  would  be 
expedient  Whether  the  people  are  yet  ripe  for  such  a 
measure,  or  whether  the  system  proposed  to  be  attained  by 
it  is  only  to  be  expected  from  calamity  and  commotion,  is 
difficult  to  ascertain.  I  think  we  are  in  a  delicate  situation, 
and  a  variety  of  considerations  and  circumstances  give  me 
uneasiness. 

'^  It  is  in  contemplation  to  take  measures  for  forming  a 
general  convention ;  the  plan  is  not  matured.  If  it  should 
be  well  concerted  and  take  effect,  I  am  fervent  in  my  wishes 
that  it  may  comport  with  the  line  of  life  you  have  marked 
out  for  yourself  to  favour  your  country  with  your  counsels 
oa  such  an  important  and  signal  occasion.  I  suggest  this 
merely  as  a  hint  for  consideration,  and  am, 

^  With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
"  Dear  sir, 
**  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"  John  Jay.'' 

from  general  washington. 

**  Mount  Vernon,  18th  May,  1786. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

♦*  In  due  course  of  post  I  have  been  honoured  with  your 
favours  of  the  2d  and  16th  of  March,  since  which  I  have 
been  a  good  deal  engaged,  and  pretty  much  from  home. 

"I  coincide  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  you,  my  dear 
sir,  that  there  are  errors  in  our  national  government  which 
call  for  correction, — loudly  I  will  add :  but  I  shall  find  myself 
happily  mistaken  if  the  remedies  are  at  hand.  We  are 
certainly  in  a  delicate  situation ;  but  my  fear  is,  that  the 
people  are  not  yet  sufficiently  misled  to  retract  from  error! 
To  be  plainer,  I  think  there  is  more  wickedness  than  igno- 
rance mixed  with  our  councils.    Under  this  impression,  I 
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■carcely  know  what  opiniou  to  entertain  of  a  general  Con- 
Tention.  That  it  is  necessary  to  revise  and  amend  tlie 
articles  of  confederation,  I  entertain  no  doubt ;  but  what 
may  be  the  consequences  of  such  an  attempt  is  doubtful. 
Yet  something  mnst  be  done,  or  the  fabric  must  fall ;  it  cer- 
tainly is  tottering  I  Ignorance  and  design  are  dilBcult  to 
*c<KBbat  Out  of  these  proceed  illiberaJily,  improper  jeaj- 
ousies,  and  a  train  of  evils  which  oftentimes  in  republican 
governments  roust  be  sorely  felt  before  they  can  be  removed. 
The  former,  that  is  ignorance,  being  a  fit  soil  for  the  latter 
to  work  in,  tools  are  employed  which  a  generous  mind 
would  disdain  to  use,  and  which  nothing  but  time  and  tbea 
own  puerile  or  wicked  productiaos  can  show  the  inefficacy 
and  dangerous  tendency  of.  I  think  often  of  bur  aituationt. 
and  view  it  with  concern.  From  the  high  ground  on  wUck 
we  stood,  from  the  plain  path  which  invited  our  footsteps^ 
to  be  so  fallen  I  so  lost  I  ia  reaJly  mortifying.  But  virtue,  I 
fear,  has  in  a  great  degree  taken  its  departure  froro  our 
land,  and  the  want  of  disposition  to  do  justice  is  the  source 
of  the  national  embarrassments  ;  for  underwhatever  guise  or 
colourings  are  given  to  them,  ths  I  apprehend  is  the  origin 
of  the  evils  we  now  feel,  and  probably  shall  labour  under 
for  some  time  yet. 

"  With  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and  senti- 
ments of  sincere  friendship, 

•      "  I  am,  dear  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

"  Geo.  Washihotoh." 

"to   QEKERAI.  WASHmOTOK. 

"PhiladelphU,  27ih  Jodb,  ITW. 
"Dear  Sir, 
"  Being  deputed  by  the  Church  Convention  of  New- York 
to  attend  a  general  one  convened  here,  I  brought  with  me 
your  obliging  letter  of  the  18th  ult.,  that  I  might  devote  the 
6rBt  leisure  hour  to  the  pleasure  of  answering  it. 
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^Congress  having  freed  the  papers,  of  which  the  enclosed 
are  copies,  from  injunctions  of  secrecy,  and  permitted  the 
delegates  to  make  and  send  extracts  from  them  to  their 
difierent  States,  I  think  myself  at  liberty  to  transmit  copies 
to  you.  These  papers  have  been  referred  to  me ;  some  of 
the  facts  are  inaccurately  stated,  and  improperly  coloured, 
but  it  is  too  true  that  the  treaty  has  been  violated.  On 
such  occasions  I  think  ^t  better  fairly  to  confess  and  correct 
errors,  than  attempt  to  deceive  ourselves  and  others  by 
fidlacious,  though  plausible,  paUiations  and  excuses.  To 
oppose  popular  prejudices,  to  censure  the  proceedings  and 
expose  the  improprieties  of  states,  is  an  unpleasant  task, 
but  it  must  be  done.  Our  affairs  seem  to  lead  to  some 
crisis,  some  revolution,  something  that  I  cannot  foresee  or 
conjecture — I  am  uneasy  and  apprehensive ;  more  so  than 
during  the  war.  Then  we  had  a  fixed  object,  and  though 
the  means  and  time  of  obtaining  it  were  often  problematical, 
yet  I  did  firmly  believe  we  should  ultimately  succeed,  be- 
cause I  was  convinced  that  justice  was  with  us.  The  case 
is  now  altered ;  we  are  going  and  doing  wrong,  and  there- 
fore I  look  forward  to  evils  and  calamities,  but  without  being 
able  to  guess  at  the  instrument,  nature,  or  measure  of  them. 

^  That  we  shall  again  recover,  and  things  again  go  well, 
I  have  no  doubt.  Such  a  variety  of  circumstances  would 
not,  almost  miraculously,  have  combined  to  liberate  and 
make  us  a  nation,  for  transient  and  unimportant  purposes. 
I  therefore  believe  that  we  are  yet  to  become  a  great  and 
respectable  people ;  but  when,  or  how,  the  spirit  of  prophecy 
only  can  discern. 

**  There  doubtless  is  much  reason  to  think  and  to  say  that 
we  are  wofiiUy,  and  in  many  instances,  wickedly  misled. 
Private  rage  for  property  suppresses  public  considerations, 
and  personal,  rather  than  national  interests,  have  become 
the  great  objects  of  attention.  Representative  bodies  will 
ever  be  faithful  copies  of  their  originals,  and  generally  ex* 
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habit  ft  checkered  assemblage  of  Tirtuc  and  vice,  of  abilities 
lod  weaknesB. 

*  The  man  of  men  are  neither  wise  nor  good,  and  the 
virtne,  like  the  other  resources  of  a  country,  can  only  be 
drawn  to  a  point  and  exerted  by  strong  circumstances  ably 
maoagedfOra  strong  government  ably  administered.  New 
governments  have  not  the  aid  of  habit  and  hereditary 
impect,  and  being  generally  the  renilt  of  preceding  tumult 
*nd  confunon,  do  not  immediately  acquire  stability  or 
■trength.  Besides,  in  times  of  commolidn,  some  men  will 
gain  confidence  and  importance,  who  merit  neither ;  and 
who,  like  political  mountebanks,  are  less  solicitous  about 
&is  health  of  the  credulous  crowd,  than  about  making  the 
most  of  their  nostrums  and  prescriptions. 

'  New- York  was  rendered  less  federal  by  die  o^onions 
•f  the  late  President  of  Congress.  This  is  a  singular, 
Aough  not  unaccountable  &ct — indeed,  human  acticms  are 
Kldom  inexplicable. 

**  What  I  most  fear  is,  that  the  better  kind  of  people,  by 
which  I  mean  the  people  who  are  orderiy  and  industrious, 
who  are  content  with  their  situations,  and  not  uneasy  in 
their  circumstances,  will  be  led  by  the  insecurity  of  prop- 
erty, the  loss  of  confidence  in  their  rulerSf  and  the  want  of 
public  faith  and  rectitude,  to  consider  the  charms  of  liberty 
as  imaginary  and  delusive.  A  state  of  fluctuation  and  un- 
certainty must  disgust  and  alarm  such  men,  and  prepare 
their  minds  for  almost  any  change  that  may  promise  them 
iquiet  and  security. 

"  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton, and  be  assured  that  I  am, 

"  With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 
"  Dear  sir, 
«  Your  obedient  and  humble  servant,    - 

"JOBK   JaT.' 
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FROM  GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 

«  Mount  Yemon,  16th  Aag.,  1786. 

.    '  "^Dbar  Sir, 

■'  •  I  liave^to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  your  interesting 
lett^  of  the  37th  of  June,  as  well  as  for  the  other  commu- 
aications  you -had  the  goodness  to  make  at  the  same  time. 

**  I  tun  sorry  to  be  assured,  of  what  indeed  I  had  little 
doubi  b^bre,  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  violating  the 
treaty  in  some  instances.  What  a  misfortune  it  is,  that 
Britain  -should  have  so  well  grounded  a  pretext  for  its 
.pdlpable  infractions!  and  what  a  disgraceful  part,  out  of 
itb  choice  of  difficulties  before  us,  are  we  to  act  I 

**  Your  sentiments,  that  our  alBlairs  are  drawing  rapidly 
to  a  crisis,  accord  with  my  own.  What  the  event  will  be 
ift  also  beyond  the  reach  of  my  foresight  We  have  errors 
to  correct  We  have^  probably y  had  too  good  an  opinion  of 
human  nature  informing  our  confederation.  Experience 
has  tau^t  us,  that  meu  will  not  adopt,  and  carry  into  exe- 
cution, measures  the  best  calculated  for  their  own  good, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  coercive  power.  I  do  not 
conceive  we  can  exist  long  as  a  nation,  without  having 
lodged  somewhere  a  power  which  will  pervade  the  whole 
Union,  in  as  energetic  a  manner  as  the  authority  of  the 
different  State  governments  extends  over  the  several  States. 

'^  To  be  fearful  of  vesting  Congress,  constituted  as  that 
body  is,  with  ample  authorities  for  national  purposes,  appears 
to  me  the  very  climax  of  popular  absurdity  and  madness. 
Could  Congress  exert  them  for  the  detriment  of  the  public 
without  injuring  themselves  in  an  equal  or  greater  proportion  7 
Are  not  their  interests  inseparably  connected  with  those  of 
their  constituents  7  By  the  rotation  of  appointment,  must 
they  not  mingle  frequently  with  the  mass  of  citizens  7  Is 
it  not  rather  to  be  apprehended,  if  they  were  possessed  of 
the  powers  before  described,  that  the  individual  members 
would  be  induced  to  use  them,  on  many  occasions,  very 
timidly  and  inefficaciously  for  fear  of  losing  their  popularity 
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and  future  election  t  We  must  take  human  nature  as  wc 
find  it  Perfection  foils  not  to  the  share  of  mortals.  Many 
are  of  opinioa,  that  Congress  havs  too  frcqucnll)'  made  use- 
of  the  suppliant,  humble  tone  of  requisition  in  applications  * 
to  the  States,  when  they  had  a  right  to  assume  tbeir  impe- 
rial dignity,  and  command  obedience.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
requisitions  are  a  perfect  nihility,  where  thirteen  sovereign, 
independent,  disunited  States  are  in  the  habit  of  discussing 
and  refusing  comphance  with  them  at  their  option.-  Requi- 
fdtions  are  actually  litde  better  Dian  a  jest  and  a  by-word 
throughout  the  land.  If  you  tell  the  Legislature  theyi^ave- 
violated  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  invaded  the  prerogatiTed 
of  the  confederacy,  they  will  laugh  in  your  lace.-  Whali 
then,  is  to  be  done  1  Things  cannot  go  on  in  the  same  bain 
for  ever.  .       •    . 

"  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  as  you  observe,  that  the  better' 
kind  of  people,  being  disgusted-with  the  cirbumstanOe^  will 
have  their  minds  prepared  for  any  revolution  w^LfeVw. 
We  are  apt  to  ryn  from  one  extreme  into  another. "  To 
anticipate  and  prevent  disastrous  contingencies  wovdd  be 
the  part  of  wisdom  and  patriotism. 

"  What  astonishing  changes  a  few  years  are  capable  <£ 
producing !  I  am  told  that  even  respectable  characters 
speak  of  a  monarchical  form  of  government  without  horror. 
From  thinking  proceeds  spealiing ;  thence  to  action  is  ofteo 
but  a  single  step.  But  how  irrevocable  and  tremendous  I 
What  a  triumph  for  the  advocates  of  despotism  to  find  that 
we  are  incapable  of  governing  ourselves,  and  that  systems 
founded  on  the  basis  of  equal  liberty  ar&  merely  ideal  and 
feUacious  I  Would  to  God  that  wise  measures  may  be 
taken  in  time  to  avert  the  consequences  we  have  but  too 
much  reason  to  apprehend. 

"  Retired  as  I  am  from  the  world,  I  frankly  acknowledge 
I  cannot  feel  myself  an  unconcerned  spectator.  Yet,  having 
happily  assisted  in  bringing  the  ship  into  port,  and  having 
been   &irly  discharged,  it  is  not  my  business  to  embark 
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again  on  a  sea  of  troubles.  Nor  could  it  be  expected  that 
my  sentiments  and  opinions  would  have  much  weight  on 
the  minds  of  my  countrymen.  They  have  been  neglected, 
though  given  as  a  last  legacy  in  the  most  solemn  manner. 
I  had  then  perhaps  some  claims  to  public  attention.  I  con> 
aider  myself  as  having  none  at  present. 

"With  sentiments  of  sincere  esteem  and  friendship, 

**  I  am,  my  dear  sir, 
**  Your  most  obedient  and 

**  Afiectionate  humble  servant, 

•*  Geo.  Washihgtoii.'* 

''to  JOHN   ADAMS,   LONDON. 

«  New-York,  4th  May,  1786. 

«Dear  Sm, 

••  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter,  in  which  you 
mention  Mr.  Warren.  Your  opinion  of  that  gentleman, 
added  to  the  merits  of  his  family,  cannot  fail  to  operate 
powerfully  in  his  favour.  I  have  communicated  that  letter 
to  Mr.  King,  an  able  and  valuable  delegate  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who,  I  have  reason  to  think,  wishes  well  to  you, 
and  to  all  who,  like  you,  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

"Our  friend  Gerry  has  retired  from  Congress  with  a 
charming,  amiable  lady,  whom  he  married  here.  I  regret 
his  absence ;  for  he  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
with  great  fidelity,  and  with  more  industry  and  persevering 
attention  than  many  are  distinguished  by.  Mr.  King  has 
also  married  a  lady  of  merit,  and  the  only  child  of  Mr. 
Alsop,  who  was  in  Congress  with  us  in  1774.  I  am  pleased 
with  these  intermarriages;  they  tend  to  assimilate  the 
States,  and  to  promote  one  of  the  first  wishes  of  my  heart, 
viz.  to  see  the  people  of  America  become  one  nation  in 
every  respect ;  for,  as  to  the  separate  legislatures,  I  would 
have  them  considered,  with  relation  to  the  confederacy,  in 
tiie  same  light  in  which  counties  stand  to  the  State  of  which 
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they  are  parts,  viz.  merely  as  districts  to  facilitate  the  ptir- 
poses  of  domestic  order  and  good  government. 
"  With  great  and  sincere  regard, 
"  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  Your  friend  and  servant, 

"JoHH  Jat." 


"to    THOMAS    JEFFEHSON,    PARIS. 

"  New-YoTk,  ISih  August,  nss. 
"Dear  Sni, 

"  It  has  Iiappened,  from  varinus  c  ire  am  stances,  that  sev- 
eral reports  on  foreign  aflairs  still  lay  before  Congress  un- 
decided upon.  The  want  of  an  adequate  representation  for 
long  intervals,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business  which  pressed 
upon  them  when  that  was  not  the  case,  have  occasioned 
delays  and  omissions  which,  however  unavoidable,  are  much 
to  be  regretted.  It  is  painful  to  me  to  re6eot,  that  although 
my  attention  to  business  is  unremitted,  yet  I  so  often  expe- 
rience unseasonable  delays  and  successive  obstacles  in  ob- 
taining the  decision  and  sentiments  of  Congress,  even  od 
points  which  require  despatch.  But  so  it  is;  and  I  must 
be  content  with  leaving  nothing  undone  that  may  depend 
apon  me. 

"  I  have  long  thought,  and  become  daily  more  convinced, 
that  the  construction  of  our  federal  government  is  funda- 
mentally wrong.  To  vest  legislative,  judicial,  and  execu- 
tive powers  in  one  and  the  same  body  of  men,  and  that,  too, 
in  a  body  daily  changing  its  members,  can  never  be  wise. 
In  my  opinion  those  three  great  departments  of  sovereignty 
should  be  for  ever  separated,  and  so  distributed  as  to  serve 
as  checks  on  each  other.  But  these  are  subjects  thai  have 
long  been  familiar  to  you,  and  on  which  you  are  too  weU 
informed  not  to  anticipate  every  thing  that  I  might  say  on 
them. 

"  I  have  advised  Congress  to  renew  your  commission  as 
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lo  certain  powers.  Our  treasury  is  ill  supjdied — some 
States  paying  notbingy  others,  very  little ;  the  impost  not 
yet  established ;  the  people  generally  uneasy  in  a  certain 
degree,  but  without  seeming  to  discern  the  true  cause,  viz. 
want  of  energy  both  in  state  and  federal  gavemmenU.  It 
takes  time  to  make  sovereigns  of  subjects* 

**  I  am,  dear  sir,  '         ' 
**  Your  most  ob't  and  very  humble  serv't 

^JoHH  Jay.** 

^TO  THOMAS  JXFnBBSOIl,  PASIS. 

M  Office  for  FonigB  Affiun,  14th  Dee.  178$. 

•"Dbak  Sib,  . 

^  The  situation  of  our  captive  countrymen  at  Algiers  is 
much  to  be  lamented,  and  the  more  so  as  their  deliverance 
is  difficult  to  elBfect  Congress  cannot  command  money  for 
that,  nor  indeed  for  other  very  important  purposes ;  their 
requisitions  produce  little,  and  government  (if  it  may  bo 
called  a  government)  is  so  inadequate  to  its  objects,  that 
essential  alterations  or  essential  evils  must  take  place. 
If  our  government  would  draw  forth  the  resources  of  the 
country,  which,  notwithstanding  all  appearances  to  the  con- 
trary, are  abundant,  I  should  prefer  war  to  tribute ;  and 
carry  on  our  Mediterranean  trade  in  vessels  armed  and 
manned  at  the  public  expense.  I  daily  become  more  and 
more  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  government  should  be 
divided  into  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  departments* 
Congress  is  unequal  to  the  first,  very  fit  for  the  second,  and 
but  ill  calculated  for  the  third ;  and  so  much  time  is  spent 
in  deliberation,  that  the  season  for  action  often  passes  by 
before  they  decide  on  what  should  be  done ;  nor  is  there 
much  more  secrecy  than  expedition  in  their  measures. 
These  inconveniences  arise,  not  firom  personal  disquali- 
fications, but  firom  the  nature  and  construction  of  the  gov- 
emmeoL 
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*■  If  Congress  had  money  to  purchase  peace  of  Algiers, 
or  to  redeem  the  caplives  tliere,  it  certainly  would,  accord- 
ing to  their  present  ideas,  be  well  to  lose  no  time  in  doing 
both ;  neither  pains  nor  expense,  if  within  any  tolerable 
limits,  should  be  spared  to  ransom  our  feliow-citizens.  But 
the  truth  is,  that  no  money  is  to  be  expected  at  present  from 
hence  ;  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be  right  to  make  new  loans 
until  we  l:ave  at  least  some  prospect  of  paying  the  interest 
due  on  former  ones. 

"Our  country  is  fertile,  abounding  in  useful  productions, 
and  those  productions  in  demand  and  bearing  a  good  price; 
yet  relaxation  in  government  and  extravagance  in  indi- 
viduals create  much  public  and  private  distress,  and  much 
public  and  private  want  of  good  faith, 

"  The  public  papers  will  tell  you  how  much  reason  we 
have  to  apprehend  an  Indian  war,  and  to  suspect  that 
Britain  instigates  it.  In  my  opinion,  our  Indian  aifairs  have 
been  ill  managed.  Details  would  be  tedious.  Indians  have 
been  murdered  by  our  people  in  cold  blood,  and  no  satis- 
faction given ;  nor  are  they  pleased  with  the  avidity  with 
which  we  seek  to  acquire  their  lands.  Would  it  not  be 
wiser  gradually  to  extend  our  settlements  as  want  of  room 
should  make  it  necessary,  than  to  pitch  our  tents  through 
the  wilderness  in  a  great  variety  of  places,  far  distant  from 
each  other,  and  from  those  advantages  of  education,  civiti- 
zation,  law,  and  government  which  compact  settlcmenli 
and  neighbourhoods  afford  ?  Shall  we  not  fill  the  wilder- 
ness with  white  savages  ? — and  will  they  not  become  more 
formidable  to  us  than  the  tawny  ones  which  now  inhabit  itT 

"  As  to  the  sums  of  money  expected  from  the  sale  of 
those  lands,  I  suspect  we  shall  be  deceived ;  for,  at  what- 
ever price  they  may  be  sold,  the  collection  and  payment  of  it 
ivill  not  be  easily  accomplished. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  4;c, 

"JoBH   JaT." 
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We  perceive  in  these  letters  many  of  those  great  prin- 
ciples of  government  which  were  subsequently  incorpo- 
rated  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  which 
distinguished  the  federal  party  from  that  by  which  it  was 
opposed.  These  parties  took  their  origin  in  the  discus- 
sions which,  about  this  time,  arose  relative  to  the  defects 
of  the  existing  confederation,  and  the  mode  of  correcting 
them. 

It  was  obvious  that  in  proportion  as  the  powers  of  the 
f^eneral  government  were  augmented,  those  of  the  State 
governments  would  be  curtailed,  and  the  importance  of 
those  by  whom  these  governments  were  directed  conse- 
quently diminished.  Hence,  as  Mr.  Jay  subsequently 
remarked,  many  of  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  to  the 
federal  constitution  were  such  as  wished  to  be  litth  kings 
at  home. 

Mr.  Jay  attached  himself  to  the  federal  party  at  its 
formation,  and  adhered  to  its  principles  with  unvarying 
constancy  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

In  one  of  the  preceding  letters,  he  mentions  his  ap- 
pointment as  a  delegate  to  the  general  convention  of  the 
episcopal  church.  An  application  had  been  previously 
made  to  the  English  bishops  to  confer  episcopal  consecra- 
tion on  such  persons  as  might  be  sent  from  America  for 
that  purpose.  The  answer  of  the  bishops,  intimating  that 
their  compliance  with  the  request  would  depend  on  certain 
proposed  alterations  in  the  liturgy  of  the  church,  was  laid 
before  the  convention.  A  reply  to  this  answer  was  sub- 
mitted by  a  committee ;  but  Mr.  Jay  objected  to  its  sub- 
missive and  reverential  tone.  He  was  immediately  added 
to  the  committee,  and  tlic  next  day  a  draught  was  reported 
which  received  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  which,  while  it  manifested  the  courtesy  due  to  the 
English  bishops,  maintained  the  firmness  and  dignity  be- 
coming an  independent  church* 
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We  are  induced  to  insert  the  followiog  note,  written 
about  this  time,  as  it  tends  to  mark  the  character  of  the 
writer.  It  was  in  reply  to  one  from  Mr.  F.  Jay,  a  com- 
mission  merchant,  requesting  his  hrother  to  procure  for 
him,  from  Mr,  Gardoqui,  the  sale  of  a  Spanish  cargo,  just 
airived. 

"  to  f.  jay,  esq. 
"  Dear  Fredekick, 
"  My  official  situation  with  respect  to  foreign  ministers, 
renders  it  improper  for  me  to  place  myself  under  persomd 
obligations  to  any  of  them,  and  consequently  to  request 
their  personal  favours.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  perceive 
as  clearly  as  1  do,  the  propriety  of  observing  this  delicacy, 
and  therefore  that  you  wi!l  impute  my  declining  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Gardoqui,  on  the  subject  mentioned  in  your  note  of 
last  evening,  to  that  consideration,  and  not  to  any  reluctance 
to  serve  you ;  for  as  I  sliall  always  rejoice  in  your  welfare, 
so  I  shall  always  regret  every  obstacle  which  may  restrain 
me  from  measures  tending  to  promote  it. 

"  Your  affectionate  brother, 

"John  Jav." 


1787,]  We  have  seen  how  long  and  how  deeply  Mr. 
Jay  had  deplored  the  imbecility  of  the  existing  government, 
and  how  ardently  he  had  longed  for  one  suited  to  the  wants 
of  the  nation.  The  lime  was  now  approaching  when  his 
wishes  were  to  be  gratified.  In  January,  1780,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  proposed  a  Convention  of  delegates,  to  be 
appointed  by  State  Legislatures,  and  to  meet  at  Annapolis 
the  ensuing  September,  to  devise  a  uniform  system  of  com- 
mercial regulations,  which  should  be  binding  on  the  whole 
confederacy  v  hen  ratified  by  all  the  States.  It  was  to  this 
Convention  that  Mr.  Jay  alluded  m  hia  letter  to  General 
Washington  of  the  16th  March,  1786.     "  The  Convention 
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jxopoaed  by  Virginia  may  do  uome  good,  and  would  per- 
haps do  more  if  it  comprehended  more  objects.'' 

The  limited  object  of  the  Convention  failed  to  excite 
general  interest,  and  the  required  unanimity  of  thirteen 
States  prevented  much  efTort  to. secure  virhat  was  supposed 
to  be  unattainable.  Only  five  States  were  represented  in 
the  Convention,  and  their  delegates  wisely  abstained  from 
taking  measures  in  relation  to  the  subject  for  which  they 
had  been  convened.  They,  however,  took  a  step  which  led 
to 'important  results.  .  They  recommended  a  Convention  of 
delegates  firom  all  the  States,  to  be  held  at  Philadelfdiia  the 
ensuing  spring,  for  revising  the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  following  letter  to  General  Washington  discloses 
Mr.  Jay's  views  of  the  government  he  wished  established. 

^TO   OBORGE  WASHINGTON. 

"  New-York,  January  Tth,  1787. 

«  Dbab  Snt, 

^  They  who  regard  the  public  good  with  more  attention 
and  attachment  than  they  do  mere  personal  concerns,  must 
fisel  and  confess  the  force  of  such  sentiments  as  are  expressed 
in  your  letter  to  me,  by  Colonel  Humphrey,  last  fall.  The 
situation  of  our  afiairs  caUs  not  only  for  reflection  and  pru- 
dence, but  for  exertion.  What  is  to  be  done  7  is  a  common 
question,  but  it  is  a  question  not  easy  to  answer. 

**  Would  the  giving  any  further  degree  of  powerto  Coi>- 
gress  do  the  business?  I  am  much  inclined  to  think  it 
would  not ;  for,  among  other  reasons,  it  is  natural  to  suppose 
there  will  always  be  members  who  will  find  it  convenient 
to  make  their  seats  subservient  to  partial  and  personal 
purposes;  and  they  who  may  be  able  and  willing  to  concert 
and  promote  useful  and  national  measures,  will  seldom  be 
unembarrassed  by  the  ignorance,  prejudices,  fears,  or  inter- 
eflted  views  of  others. 

^  In  so  laige  a  body,  secrecy  and  despatch  will  be  too 
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tmcommon ;  and  foreiga,  as  well  as  local  interest,  will 
oppose,  and  sometimes  frustrate  the  wisest  measures. 

"Large  assemblies  often  misunderstand  or  neglect  the 
obligations  of  character,  honour,  and  dignity,  and  wi]),  col- 
lectively, do  or  omit  things  which  individual  gentlemen,  in 
private  capacities,  would  not  approve.  As  the  many  divide 
blame,  and  also  divide  credit,  too  little  a  portion  of  either 
falls  to  each  man's  share  to  affect  him  strongly,  even  in 
cases  where  the  whole  blame  or  the  whole  credit  must  be 
national.  It  is  not  easy  for  those  to  think  and  feel  as 
sovereigns,  who  have  been  always  accustomed  to  think  and 
feel  as  subjects. 

"  The  executive  business  of  sovereignty  depending  on  so 
many  wills,  and  those  wills  moved  by  such  a  variety  of 
contradictory  motives  and  inducements,  will,  in  general,  be 
but  feebly  done. 

"Such  a  sovereign,  however  theoretically  responsible, 
cannot  be  effectually  so  in  its  departments  and  officers 
without  adequate  judicatories.  1  therefore  promise  myself 
nothing  very  desirable  from  any  change  which  does  not 
divide  the  sovereignty  into  its  proper  departments.  Let 
Congress  legislate — let  others  execute — let  others  judge. 

"  Shall  we  have  a  king  f  not  in  my  opinion,  while  other 
expedients  remain  untried.  Might  we  not  have  a  governor^ 
general,  limited  in  his  prerogatives  and  duration  ?  Might 
not  Congress  be  divided  into  an  upper  and  lower  house — 
the  former  appointed  for  life,  the  latter  annually  ;  and  let 
the  governor-general  (to  preserve  the  balance),  with  the 
advice  of  a  council)  formed  for  that  anhj  purpose,  of  the 
great  judicial  officers,  have  a  negative  on  their  acts?  Our 
government  should,  in  some  degree,  be  suited  to  our  mannerB 
and  circumstances,  and  they,  you  know,  are  not  strictly 
democratical. 

"  What  powers  should  be  granted  to  the  government  so 
constituted?  is  a  question  which  deser^'es  much  thou^t. 
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I  dunk  the  more  the  better ;  the  States  retaining  only  go 
much  as  may  be  necessary  for  domestic  purposes,  and  all 
their  principal  pfficers^  civil  and  military,  being  commis- 
jioned  and  removable  by  the  national  government 

^  These  are  short  hints.  Details  would  exceed  the  limits 
of  a  letter,  and  to  you  be  superfluous.  A  Convention  is  in 
contemplation,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  your  name  among 
those  of  its  intended  members. 

^  To  me  the  policy  of  such  a  Convention  appears  ques- 
tionable. Their  authority  is  to.  be  derived  firomi  acts  of  the 
State  Legislatures.  Are  the  State  Legislatures  authoriaed, 
either  by  themselves  or  others,  to  alter  constitutions  t  I 
think  not  They  who  hold  commissions  can,  by  virtue  of 
them,  neither  retrench  nor  extend  the  powers  ccmveyed  by 
them. 

^Perhaps  it  is  intended  that  this  Convention  shall  not 
ordain,  but  only  recommend.    If  so,  there  is  danger  that 
their  recommendations  will  produce  endless  discussions^  and 
perhaps  jealousies  and  party  heats. 

^  Would  it  not  be  better  for  Congress,  plainly  and  in 
■trong  terms  to  declare,  that  the  present  federal  government 
is  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  instituted ; 
that  they  forbear  to  point  out  its  particular  defects,  or  to 
ask  for  an  extension  of  any  particular  powers,  lest  improper 
jealousies  should  thence  arise ;  but  that,  in  their  opinion,  it 
would  be  expedient  for  the  people  of  the  States,  without 
delay,  to  appoint  State  Conventions  (m  the  way  they  choose 
their  General  Assemblies),  with  the  sole  and  express  power 
of  appointing  deputies  to  a  general  Convention,  who,  or  the 
majority  of  whom,  should  take  into  consideration  the  articles 
of  cOhfederation,  and  make  such  alterations,  amendments 
and  additions  thereto  as  to  them  should  appear  necessary 
and  proper ;  and  which  being  by  them  ordained  and  pub- 
lished, should  have  the  same  force  and  obligation  which  all, 
or  any  of  the  present  articles  now  have. 

**  No  alteration  in  the  government  should,  I  think,  be  made, 

VOL.  I. L  L 
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nor  if  attempted,  will  easily  take  place,  unless  deducible 
from  the  only  source  of  just  authority — the  pbopls. 

"Accept,  my  dear  sir,  my  warmest  and  most  cordial 
wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  and  believe  me  to  be^ 
"  With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  JoH«  Jay." 

Had  the  decision  of  the  Convention  been  made  final,  as 
suggested  in  tliis  letter,  without  an  appeal  to  the  States,  the 
subsequent  irritation  and  party  struggles  which  resulted 
from  tlie  discussions  on  the  constitution  would  have  been  in 
a  great  measure  avoided,  and  the  new  government  would 
have  gone  into  operation,  unembarrassed  by  an  organized 
opposition  imbittered  by  defeat. 

FBOM    GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 

"  Mount  Venian,  Much  lOtb,  1TS7. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  two  letters.  The  first,  intro- 
ductory of  Mr.  Anstey,  needed  no  apology ;  nor  will  any 
be  necessary  on  future  similar  occasions.  The  other,  of 
the  7th  of  January,  is  on  a  very  interesting  subject,  deseiriif 
■  very  particular  attention. 

"  How  far  the  revision  of  the  federal  sj'stem,  and  giviqg 
more  adequate  powers  to  Congress,  may  be  productive  of 
an  eificient  govcnMncnt,  1  will  not,  under  my  present  view 
of  the  matter,  pretend  to  decide.  That  many  inconve- 
niences result  from  the  present  form,  none  can  deny:  those 
enumerated  in  your  letter  are  so  obvious  and  sensibly  f^t, 
that  no  logic  can  controvert,  nor  is  it  probable  that  any 
change  of  conduct  wiU  remove  them ;  and  that  all  attempts 
to  alter  or  amend  it  will  be  like  the  propping  of  a  house 
which  is  ready  to  fall,  and  which  no  shores  can  support  (as 
many  seem  to  think),  may  also  be  true. 

"  Bat  is  the  public  miiul  matured  for  such  an  important 


L 


U9E  Xm  JOHN  JAT.  9M 

diange  ai'^the  one  yoa  have  suggested  ?    What  would  bt 
the  consequenee  of  a  prematuine  attempt  ? 

*  ^  My  opinion  is,  that  this  country  has  yet  to  fed  and  tee 
a  little  mcnre  befoi:e  it  dan  be  accomplished.  A  thirst  for 
power,  and  the  bantling — I  had  liked  to  have  said  monster 
^-sovereignty,  which  have  taken  such  fast  hold  of  the 
States  individually,  will,  when  .joined  by  the  many  whose 
personal  consequence  in  the  line  of  State  poHtics  will  in  a 
manner  be  annilulated,  form  a  strong  phalanx  against  it ; 
and  when  to  these,  the  few  who  can  hold  posts  of  honour 
or  profit  in  the  national  government  are  compared  with  the 
knany  who  will  ae^  but  little  prospect  of  being  noticed,  and 
the  discontents  of  others  who  may  look  for  appointments, 
the  opposition  would  be  altogether  'irresistible,  till  the  mass 
as  well  as  the  more  discerning. part  of  the  community  shall 
aee  the  necessity. 

^  Among  men  of  reflection,  few  will  be  found,  I  believe, 
Viho  are  not  beginning  to  think  that  ou^  system  Is  better  in 
theory  than  practice ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  boasted 
virtue  of  America,  it  is  more  than  probable  we  shall  exhibit 
the  last  melancholy  proof  that  mankind  are  not  competent 
to  &eir  own  government,  without  the  means  of  coercion,  in 
the  sovereign.  Yet  I  would  tty  what  the  wisdom  of  the 
proposed  Convention  will  suggest,  and  what  can  be  efiected 
by  their  counsels.  It  may  be  the  last  peaceable  mode  of 
essaying  the  practicability  of  the  present  form,  without  a 
greater  lapse  of  time  than  the  exigency  of  our  afiairs  will 
admit  In  strict  propriety,  a  Convention  so  holden  may 
not  be  legal ;  Congress,  however,  may  give  it  a  colouring 
by  recommendation,  which  would  fit  it .  more  to  the  taste, 
without  proceeding  to  a  definition  of  powers :  this,  however 
constitutionally  it  might  be  done,  would  not  in  my  opinion 
be  expedient ;  for  delicacy  on  the  one  hand,  and  jealousy 
<m  the  other,  would  produce  a  mere  nihil. 

**  My  name  is  in  the  delegation  to  this  Convention ;  but 
it  was  put  there  contrary  to  my  desire,  and  remains  con- 
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trary  to  my  request  Severai  reasons  at  the  time  of  this 
appointment,  and  wbich  yet  exist,  combined  to  make  my 
attendance  inconvenient,  perhaps  improper,  though  a  good 
deal  urged  to  it.  With  sentiments  of  great  regard  and 
friendship,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  Dear  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient,  and 

"  Adectionate  humble  servant, 
'  .  "  GeorqE  Washinotom. 

"P.S,  Since  writing  this  letter  I  have  seen  the  resolution 

of  Congress,  recommendatory  of  the  Convention  proposed 
to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  the  3d  Monday  in  May." 

On  the  31st  February,  Congress  recommended  the  pro- 
posed Convention,  and  thus  gave  it  a  national  sanction. 
Mr.  Jay's  official  situation  requiring  his  attendance  on  Con- 
gress, and  that  body  being  in  session  at  New- York  at  the 
very  time  that  the  Convention  was  to  meet  in  Philadelphia, 
he  was  not  included  in  the  delegation  from  the  State  of 
New- York. 

On  the  17th  September  the  Convention  agreed  to  a 
constitution,  and  Congress  ordered  it  to  be  submitted  to  a 
Convention  in  each  State.  Although  this  constitution  did 
not  in  all  respects  equal  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Jay,  its  supe- 
riority to  the  articles  of  confederation  was  too  obvious  to 
permit  him  to  hesitate  a  moment  in  giving  it  his  support 
The  opposition  soon  became  active  and  vLriiJent,  and  it 
was  studiously  inflamed  by  gross  misrepresentation.  At 
this  momentous  crisis,  Mr.  .Tay  united  with  Mr.  Madison 
and  Colonel  Hamilton  in  an  attempt  to  enlighten  and  direct 
the  public  opinion,  by  a  series  of  newspaper  essays  under 
the  title  of  the  Fedbralist.  These  papers  were  not  only 
circulated  throughout  the  Union  by  means  of  the  periodical 
press,  but  were  collected  and  published  in  two  volumes,  and 
have  since  passed  through  many  editions,  have  been  trans- 
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tetod  into  French,  and  'still  form  a  valuable  and  standard 
conunentaiy  on  the  cdnstitntion  of  the  United  States. 
The  first  number  was  published  on  the  27th  October,  1787. 
1788.]  The  year  1788  will  be  long  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  America,  for  the  asperity  with  which  the  new 
constitution  -waa.  assailed,  the  ability  with  which  it  was 
defended,  and  the  triumph  it  finally  obtained  over  its  oppo- 
nents. It  is  difiicult  for  us  at  the  presetit  day,  while  expe- 
riencing the  liberty  and  prosperity  conferred  by  this  con- 
stitutioti,  to  credit  the  ridiculous  apprehensions  and  malig- 
nant hostility  it  excited.  The  people  were  assured  that 
the  ofiicers  of  the  new  government  would  possess  both  the 
power  and  the  will  to  trample  upon  their  rights,  and  <tb 
reduce  them  to  bondage.  Some  conspiracy  against  liberty 
waa  supposed  to  be  concealed  in  each  article  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  even  men  who  tispired  to  the  character  of 
statesmen  vehemently  and  perhaps  honestly  contended, 
that  the  powers  to  be  given  to  the  president  and  senators 
would  enable  them,  when  once  elected^  to  hold  their  places 
for  life.  In  no  part  of  the  confederacy  was  the  opposition 
more  active  and  formidable  than  in  the  State  df  New- York. 
Except  in  the  city,  and  one  or  two  of  the  adjacent  counties, 
the  public  opinion  was  almost  unanimous  in  reprobating 
the  new  plan.  Mr.  Jay^  however,  persevered,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Hamilton  and  Madison,  in  vindicating  the  con- 
stitution in  the  numbers  of  the  Federalist,  till  his  labours 
were  interrupted  by  an  unfortunate  accident  In  the  month 
of  April,  the  peace  of  the  city  was  disturbed  by  a  serious 
riot,  long  known  as  "the  doctors'  mob,"  occasioned  by 
Bome  vidations  of  the  grave  by  persons  of  the  medical 
profession.  The  magistrates  found  it  necessary  to  confine 
certain  physicians  in  prison,  to  protect  them  from  the  filry 
of  the  irritated  multitude.  The  mob,  finding  themselves 
thus  disappointed  of  their  vengeance,  assembled  the  next 
day  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  jaiL    Mr.  Jay,  on  being 
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informed  of  what  was  passing,  seized  a  sword,  and  with 
some  other  gentlemen,  hastened  tinder  the  conduct  of 
Colonel  Hamilton,  to  prevent  the  meditated  outrage.  The 
party  were  attacked  by  the  moh,  and  Mr.  Jay  was  struck 
with  a  stone  nearly  aeliseless  to  the  ground.  He  was  car- 
ried home,  and  confined  for  some  time,  in  consequence  of  a 
deep  and  dangerous  wound  in  his  temple. 

On  his  recovery,  he  published,  hut  without  his  name,  an 
address  to  the  people  of  New- York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
constitution.  In  this  pamphlet  he  did  not  deny  that  the  pro- 
posed constitution  was  impcrlbct,  nor  did  he  enter  into  any 
examination  of  its  general  features ;  but  he  proposed  for 
tlie  consideration  of  the  community  three  questions ;  viz. 
» Whether  it  is  probable  a  better  plan  can  be  ohtained  ? 
Whether,  if  attainable,  it  is  hkely  to  be  in  season?  What 
would  be  their  situation,  if,  after  .rejecting  this,  all  their 
efforts  to  obtain  a  better  should  prove  fruitless  V 

The  address  reminded  tlie  people,  that  no  second  Con- 
vention could  be  composed  of  purer  patriots,  or  wiser  men, 
than  those  who  had  recommended  this  constitution;  and 
that  another  Convention,  chosen  during  the  present  eicited 
state  of  public  feeling,  would  of  course  consist  of  partisans, 
who  representing  only  their  respective  parties,  could  not 
be  expected  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  community  in 
a  higher  degree  than  the  laic  Convention,  It  next  adverted 
to  tlie  fact,  that  many  of  the  Slates  had  already  accepted  the 
constitution,  and  that  therefore  great  difficulties  and  delays 
would  be  experienced  in  calling  another  Convention:  and 
that  thus  the  evils  arising  from  the  present  feeble  government 
would  be  prolonged  and  aggravated.  But  in  case  the  present 
constitution  should  be  rejected,  and  another  be  proposed, 
and  share  the  same  fate,  the  address  showed  that  the  exist- 
ing confederation  could  not  withstand  the  shock  which 
Buch  an  event  would  give  to  the  whole  fabric.  "  Then  to 
your  tents,  0  Israel,  would  be  the  word.    Then  every 
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State  would  be  a  little  nation,  jealous  of  its  neig^ibours,  and 
aaxious  to  strengthen  itself  by  foreign  alliances  against  its 
former  friends  Then  fiucewell  to  fraternal  affection,  un- 
suspecting intercourse,  and  mutual. participation  in  com- 
merce, nayigation«  and  citizensliip.  Then  would  arise 
mutual  restrictions  and  fears ;  mutual  garrison^  and  stand- 
ing armies ;  and  all  the  dreadful  evils  which  for  so  many 
ages  plagued  England*  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  while 
they  continued  disunited." 

The  address  was  soon  attributed  to  its  real  author.  A 
friend  in  New  Jersey  wrote>»to  Mn  Jay:  "An  address  to 
thQ  inhabitants  of  New- York  has  been  received  in  this  State 
with  great  approbation ;  nor  .has  the  tribute  of  applause 
been  withheld  irom  the.  author,  that  usually  accompanies 
Us  writings:  for  though  through  modesty  his  name  was 
ixiocealed,  it  seems  the  well-known  styte*.  discovered 
him-'' 

Greneral- Wadiington  remarked. in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jay : 
^  The  good  sense,  forcible  observations,  temper,  and  mode- 
ration* with  which  the  pamphlet  is  written,  cannot  fail,  I 
diould  think,  of  making  a  serious  impression  upon  the  anti- 
iederal  mind,  where  it  is  not  under  the  influence  of  such 
local  views  as  will  yield  to  no  arguments,  no  proofs.**  * 

To  si  gentleman  who  informed  him  that  Dr.  Franklin  had 
said  that  if  he  was  the  author,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to 
put  his  name  to  the  address,  to  give  it  additional  weight  at 
this  alarming  crisis,  he  replied :  '*  I  have  considered  the 
hint  suggested  in  your  letter.  My  long,  I  may  say  habitual, 
respect  for  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  Franklin,  at  first  inclined 
me  to  adopt  them  relative  to  the  subject  in  question.  Fur- 
ther consideration  induced  me  to  suspedt  that  he  has  esti- 
mated the  influence  of  my  opinion  beyond  its  value.  If  the 
reasoning  in  the  pamphlet  you  allude  to  is  just,  it  will  have 
its  efiect  on  candid  and  discerning  minds ; — if  weak  and 
inconclusive,  my  name  cannot  render  it  otherwise.** 
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The  Legislature  of  New- York  called  a  Convention  to 
decide  on  adopting  or  rejecting  the  constitution.  The 
election  of  members  was  held  the  last  of  April,  and  Mr.  Jay 
was  put  in  nomination  for  tlie  city.  His  personal  popularity, 
as  well  as  the  federalism  of  the  city,  may  be  inferred  from 
ihe  fact  that,  of  2833  votes  given,  he  received  all  but  98. 

The  city  delegation  were  all  in  favour  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  presented  an  unusual  array  of  talents  and  political 
influence.  Mr,  Jay  had  for  his  colleagues  the  chancellor 
of  the  Stale,  the  chief  justice,  and  another  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, The  federal  interest  was  however  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  the  city  ;  and  it  was  understood  soon  after 
the  election  that  of  fifty-seven  delegates  chosen  to  the  Con- 
vention no  less  than  forty-six  were  anti-fideralists, — the 
name  adopted  by  those  who  were  hostile  to  the  constitution. 


!  WASHINOTon. 
"  Mount  VemoD,  M»y  I«h,  1788. 
"Dear  Sir, 
"Since  the  elections  in  this  State,  little  doubt  is  enter- 
tained of  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  constitution  with  us 
(if  no  mistake  has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  Kentucky  members) ;  the  opponents  to  it,  I  am 
informed,  are  now  also  of  this  opinion.  Their  grand 
manreuyes  were  exhibited  at  the  elections ;  and  some  of 
them,  if  report  be  true,  were  not  much  to  their  credit 
Failing  in  their  attempt  to  exclude  the  friends  to  the  new 
government  from  the  Convention,  and  baffled  in  their  exer- 
tions to  effect  an  adjournment  in  Maryland,  they  have 
become  more  passive  of  late.  Should  South  Carolina  (now 
in  session)  decide  favourably,  and  the  government  thereby 
{nine  States  having  acceded)  get  in  motion,  I  can  scarcely 
conceive  that  any  one  of  the  remainder,  or  all  of  them 
together,  were  they  to  convene  for  the  purpose  of  deiibera- 
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ioa^  iro|]Sd  (separated  from  each  other  a»  they  then  would 
be  in  a  geographical  point  of  view)  incline  to  withcbraw 
from  the  Union  with  the  other  nine.  *'  With  sentiments  of 
very  ^at  esteem  and  regard, 
^  I  am,  dear  sir, 

^  Your  most  obedient  and 

"Affectionate  servant, 

<<  Gbo.  .  Washwoton.** 

0 

^tO  OBOaOB  WASHINOTOlf.       . 

.  ,  ««Iirew-Yofk,  SSth  May,  1788. 

""Dbar  Sik,        . 

^  I  was  two^days  ago  fiivoured  with  yours  of  the  16th 
inst.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  fthd  that  the  ]Nrobability  of 
Yirghiia's  adopting  the  proposed  constitution  rather  in- 
creases; such  an  event  would  imdoubtedly,  disanli  the 
opposition*  It  appears  by  recent  advices  from  Charleston, 
that  we  may  count  on  South  Carolina;  and  the  New- 
Hampdiire  delegates  assure  me  that  their  State  will  come 
into  the  measure;  There  is  much  reason  to  believe  that 
the  majority  of  the  Convention  of  this  State  vnll  be  com* 
posed  .of  anti-federal  characters ;  bat  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  leaders  will  be  able  to  govern  the  party.  Many  in 
opposition  are  friends  to  union,  and  mean  well ;  but  their 
principal  leaders  are  very  far  from  being  solicitous  about 
the  fate  of  the  Union ;  they  wish  and  moan,  if  possible,  to 
reject  the  constitution  with  as  little'  debate  and  as  much 
speed  as  may  be.  It  is  not,  however,  ^rtain  that  the 
greater  part  ci  their  party  will  .be  equally  decided,  or 
rather  equally  desperate.   ' 

"  An  ide&has  taken  air  that  the  southern  part  of  theStata 
will,  at  all  events,  adhere  to  the  Union ;  and,  if  necessary 
to  that  end,  seek  a  separation  from  the  northern.  This 
idea  has  influence  on  the  fears  of  the  party.  I  cannot  find 
that  they  have  as  yet  so  looked  ibrward  to  contingent 

VOL.  I. — ^M  M 
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0tiBBtih  or  even  to  those  the  most  probable,  as  to  haT&amtect 
m0fifbipiedaXLy  system  adapted  to  them; 
'  \  ,  Vf  -jm  With  perfect  respect  and  ei^teem, 
*    V  .  -'  •  ^iam»  dear  sir,       *  *    •    , 

<<  Ytnir  afiectiohate  and  humble  sePirant, 
-^  .     .  "John  Jay.'', 

•        •  • 

>       ^  niOM   OSOROB   WASHUfOTOir.     ' 


* 


i^-  .  M  Mount  Vernon,  Jane  Slh,  ITBt^H 

"Dear  Sir^ 
*  "  By  the  last  mail  1  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter 

of  the  29th  May,  and  hav^  now  the-^atisfaction  to  congratu- 
late you  pn  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  by  the  Conven- 
tion  of  South  Carolina. 
k   '-'  -  ^I  am  sorry  to  team  there  is  a  probabflhy  that  the 

majority  of  menibers  in  the  New- York  Convention  will  be 
anti-federalists#  Still  I  hope  that  some  event  will  turn  up 
before  they  assemble  which  may^ve  a  new  complexion  to 
tbe  business.  If  this  State  should  in  llie  intermediate  time 
make  the  ninth  that  shall  have  ratified  the  proposed  govern- 
ment, it  will,  I  flatter  myself,  have  its  due  weight.  To 
show  that  this  event  is  now  more  to  be  expected  than 
heretofore,  I  will  give  you  a  few  particulars  which  I  havS 
from  good  authority,  and  which  you  might  not  perhaps 
immediately  obtain  through  any  public  channel  of  con- 
veyance. . 

"  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  me.etingof  the  Convention, 
a  Jarge  proportion  of  the  members  assembled  and  unani- 
mously placed  Mr.  Pendleton  in  the  chair.  Having  on  that 
and  the  subsequent  day  chosen  the  rest  of  their  officers,  and 
fixed  upon  the  mode  of  conducting  the*  business,  it  was 
moved  by  some  one  of  those  opposed  to  the  constitution,  to 
debate  the  whole  by  paragraphs,  without  taking  any  ques- 
tion until  the  investigation  should  be  completed.  This  was 
as  unexpected  as  acceptable  to  the  federalists;  and  their 
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ready  aoquiescence  seems  to  have  somewhat  startled  the 
opposition,  for  fear  the/ had  c6mmitted  themselves. 

"  Mr.  Nichdas  opened  the  business  by  very  ably  advo- 
cating the  system  of  representation.  Mr.  Henry,  in  answer, 
went  more  vaguely  into  the  discussion  of  the  constitution, 
intimating  that  the  federal  Convention  had  exceeded  their 
poWersy  and  that  we  had  been  and  might  be  happy  under 

the  old  confederation,  with,  a  fe^  alterations.  .  This  called 

< 

up  (Jovemor  Randolph,  who  is  reported  to  have  spoken 
with  great" pathoi^  in  reply;  and  who  declared  that,  since 
so  many  of  the  States  ha,d  adopted  the  proposed  constitu- 
tioir,  he  considered  the  sense  of  America  to  be  already 
taken,  and  that  he  should  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  it,  with- 
out insisting  previously  upon  amendments.  Mr.  Mason  rose 
in  opposition,  and  Mr.  Madison  reserved  himself  to  obviate 
the  objections  of  Mr.  Henry  and  Col.  Mason  the  next  day. 
Thus  the  matter  rested  when  .the  last  accounts*  came  away. 
Upon  the' whole,  the  following -inferences  seem  to  have  been 
drawn.  That  Mr.  Randolph's  declaration  will  have'  con- 
siderable effect  with  those  who  had  hitherto  been  wavering ;f 
that  Mr.  Henry  and  Col.  Mason  took  «difierent  and  awk- 
wcu-d  ground,  and^by  no  means  equalled  the  public  expecta- 
tion in  their  .speeches ;  that  the  former  has  probably  re- 
ceded somewhat  from  his  violent  measures,  to  coalesce 
with  the  latter;  and  that  the  leaders  of  the  opposition 
•  appear  rather  chagrined,  and  hardly  to  be  decided  as  to 
their  mode  of  opposition. 

**  The  sanguine  friends  to  the  constitution  counted  upon 
a  majority  of  twenty  at  their  first  meeting,  which  number 
they  imagine  will  be  greatly  increased ;  while  thoseequally 
strong  in  their  wishes,  but  more  temperate  in  their  habits 
of  thinking,  speak  less  confidently  of  the  greatness  of  the 
majority,  and  express  apprehensions  of  the  arts  that  may 
yet  be  practised  to  excite  alarms,  particularly  with  the 
members  from  the  western  district  (Kentucky).  All,  how- 
ever, agree  that  the  beginning  has  been  as  auspicious 
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as  could  possibly  have  been  expected.     A  few  days  will 
now  ascertain  us  of  the  result. 
,  .   "With  senttmenta  of  the  highest  esteem  and  regaj-d. 
"  1  am,  dear  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  and 

"  AflectionaTe  humble  servant, 

•■  Geo.  Washwotos. 

On  the  17th  June,  the  Convention  assembled  at  Foi^b- 
keepeie,  and  Mr.  Clinton,  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  a 
decided  anti-federalist,  was  placed  in  the  chair.  The  char- 
atjler  of  the  Convention  was  thus  depicted  by  Mr.  Jay. 

"  TO   OEOllGE   WASimOTON. 

"  Poughkepp»i«,  Jun*.  17&8. 
"  Deab  Sir, 
"  Your  obUging  letter  of  the  8th  inst  found  me  at  this 
place ;  1  thank  you  for  the  interesting  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  JL     The  complexion  of  our  Convention  is  such  ' 
aa  was   expected.     They  have  hilherto  proceeded  with 
temper  and  moderation ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  thini: 
that  either  party  has  made  much  impression  on  the  other. 
The  leaders  in  opposition  seom  to  have  more  extensive 
views  than  their  adherents,  and  until  tlie  latter  perceive 
that  circumstance  they  vrill  probably  continue  combined. 
t>  The  greater  number  are,  I  believe,  averse  to  a  vote  of  rc- 

^  jection.     Some  vroold  be  content  with   recommendatory 

amendments ;  others  wish  for  explanatory  ones  to  settle 
constructions  which  they  think  doubtful :  others  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  less  than  absolute  and  previous  amend- 
ments ;  and  I  am  mistaken  if  there  be  not  a  few  who  prefer 
a  separation  from  the  Union  to  any  national  government 
whatever.  They  suggest  hints  of  the  importance  of  this 
Slate,  of  its  capacity  to  command  terms,  of  the  policy  of 
its  taking  its  own  time,  and  fixing  its  own  price,  &c.:  they 
iDtunate  that  an  adjoununent  may  be  expedient,  and  that 
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it  might  be  best  ,to  see  Ihe  operation  of  the  new  govern* 
ment  before  tijey  receive  it  -  • 

**  The  people,  however,  are  gradually  coming  right,  not- 
withstanding the  singular  pains  taken  to  prevent  it  The 
accession,  of  New-Hampshire  does  good,  and  that  of  Vir- 
ginia woidd  do  more.  •  : 

-**•  With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 

^^I  am,  dear  sir, 
**  Your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

/         ^JoHw  Jay.** 

The  time  of  the  Convention  was  occupied/for  more' than 
three  weeks  in  discussing  the  constitution,  without  any 
qu^tion  being, taken  that  could  test  the  strength  of  thi  two 
parties. 

In  these  discussions,  Mr.  Jay  took  an  active  phit,  and 
was  ably  and  zealously  seconded  by  Chancellor  Livingston, 
Colonel  Hamilton,  and  others.  On  the  11  th  of  July,  he 
ntoved  that  the  constitution  be  ratified,  and*  that  whatever 
amendments  mi^ht  be  deemed  expedient  should  be  recom» 
itn^nded.  This  motion  ccHnpelled  the  majority  to  avow 
their,  intentions ;  and  it  was  accordingly  modified  into  a 
motion  to  ratify  the  constitution  ^  on  conditian'*  that  certain 
specified  amendments  should  be  made;  Most  of  these 
amendments,  many  of  them  evincing  a  puerile  jealousy  of 
the  new  government,  and  tending  to  destroy  its  energy 
and  usefulness,  were  carried  by  a  majority  of  about  twenty 
votes.  After  a  long  struggle,  the  words  ^on  condition" 
Were  exchanged  for  the  words  ^  in  fiill  confidence^  in  the 
proposed  form  of  Ratification,  by  two  votes. 

An  attempt  was  then  ma:de  to  reserve  to  the  State  thd 
right  of  receding' firom  the  Union,  in  case  the  desired 
amendments  were  not  adopted,  but  it  proved  unsucceftofiiL 
It  was  determined  to  submit  these  amendments  to  the 
jeveral  States,  accompanied  by  a  circular  letter,  and  Mr. 
Jay  was  selected  to  draught  the  letter.  -  The  task  ai 
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to  liim  was  a  delicate  one.  Being  himself  opposed  to 
almctft  all  these  amendments,  he  could  not  of  course  recom- 
mitnd  them.  He  represented  them  in  the  letter  as  express- 
ing the  opinions  and  wishes  of  a  nwjority  of  the"  Conven- 
tion, and  urged  the  propnety  of  sabmitting  the  amendments 
proposed  by  ea-Ch  State  to  the  decision  of'  a  genetaJ  Con- 
ventionifroni  the  consideration  that  "  no  government,  how- 
ever constituted,  can  -operate  well,  unless  it  possesses  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  the  gre?if  body  of  the  people." 
The  candour  and  fairness  of  this  letter  secured  for  it  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  Convention.  The  final  question 
on  the  ratification  of  the  cortetitulionwas  taken  on  the  26lh 
of  July ;  an4  the  State  of  New- York  became  a  member  of 
the  new  confederation  by  a  majority  of  three  votes,  Thia 
happy  result,  so  little  anticipated. a  few  weeks  before,  was 
no  doubt  owing  in  part  to  the  accession  of  New-Hamp- 
shire-  and  Virginia  during  the  session  of  the  Convention, 
and  which  left  10' New-York  the  alternative  of  following 
their  example,  or  of  being  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  a 
small  and  defenceie«s  nation,  in  the  midst  of  a  powerful 
confederacy.  Much  also  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  effect  of 
the  reasoning  and  eloquence  of  Jay,  Hamilton,  and 
Livingston,  upon  the  more  moderate  and  candid  of  the 
opposite  party.  Still  the  fact,  that  of  fifty-seven  members, 
no  Jess  than  tweniy-seven  ■were  desirous  to  insul.Tte  the 
State  of  New-York,  and  to  encounter  the  hazards  resulting 
from  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  the  erection  of  petty 
and  independent  sovereignties,  rather  than  accept  a  con- 
stitution which  has  conferred  such  unexampled  prosperity 
on  the  nation,  affords  a  melancholy  instance  of  the  blind- 
ness and  malignity  of  party  spirit. 

The  news  of  the  ratification  was  received  in  the  city  rf 
New- York  with  a  general  burst  of  joy.  Cannon  were 
fired,  and  tlie  bells  rung ;  and  crowds,  assembling  before 
the  houses  of  the  delegates,  testified  their  approbation  of 
their  conduct  by  repealed  cheerings. 
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CHAPtER  Vm 


1780-94. 


Federal  Goremment  organised — Mr.  Hy  appointed  Chief  Jpstic&— Officiatet 
.ai  Secretary  of  State-^Hia  Charge  Co  the  Grand  jQry-AAt|entioAa  to  fana 
on  his  Gircait— Elected*  Governor — Votes  burnt  by  Ganvaaaeri,  who  de* 

.  dare  Mr.  Clin^n  to  hp  GoTemor — Public  Excitement — ^Honours  paid  Mt. 
Jay  by  the  People^Proceedings  pf  the'  Legislature-— Opinion  on  the  Soa- 
Ulity  of  States — Proclamation  of  Neutrality — Arrival  and  Conduct  of 
^  Genet — Caiiies  of  Complaint  against  British  Government — Mr.  Jay 
appointed  Envoy  to  Great  BKtain— Embarks  for  EngUnd — Originl  Char^ 
acter,  and  Objecti^f  the  Democratic  Societies. 

0 


In  the  month  of  January,  176b,  in  pursuance  of  the 
recommendation  of  Congress,  electors  were  chosen  by  such 
of  (the  States  as  had  accepted  the  new  constitution;  wd  in 
the  following  monthlhese  electors  gave  their  votes  for  Pres- 
ident and  'Vice  President.  The  votes  were  not  to  be 
counted  till  the  meeting  of  the  neW  Congress  oYi  the  4th  of 
March,  the  day  fixed  for  the  dissolution  of  the  confederacy 
and  the  commencement  of  the  federal  government.  The 
meeting  of  Congress  was  delayed  till  the  6th  April,  when 
they  assembled  at  New- York,  and,  on  counting  the  ballots, 
declared  that  General  Washington  had  been  unanimously 
elected  President  of  the  United  States.  The  general  was 
at  this  time  at  his  seat  in  Virginia.  Arrangements  were 
Boon  commenced  fdr  the  accommodation  of  the  President 
at  New- York;  and)  having  been  unexpectedly  completed 
before  his  arrival,  he  found  it  unnecessary  to  accept  tho 
inritatioQ  conveyed  in  the  following  letter : 
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"t6    GEORGE   WASIIINGTON. 

»'  "  New-York,  Uth  April,  1789. 
"Deab  Sib, 
On  my  return  last  evening  from  a  forlnighl's  absence  in 
the  country,  I  was  informed  that  proper  arrangements  for 
your  immediate  accommodation  were  not  yel  made.  Per- 
mit me,  therefore,  to  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  the 
favour  of  you  to  be  with  me  in  the  mean  time ;  and  if  Mrs. 
Washington  should  accomptiny  you,  we  should  be  still 
more  happy.  As  the  measures  that  were  in  contemplation 
on  this  subject  would  have  given  an  earlier  invitation  the 
appearance  of  a  mere  compliment,  it  was  omitted.  Con- 
sidering ail  circumatancesi  i  really  think  you  woujd  expe- 
rience at  least  as  few  inconveniences  with  me  as  in  any 
other  situation  here.  Your  reluctance  to  give  troable,  will 
doubtless  suggest  objections  ;  apprized  of  this,  we  shall  be 
particularly  careful  to  preserve  such  a  dcgrte  of  simplicily 
in  our  domestic  management,  as  will  render  you  easy  on 
that  head.  In  a  word,  you  shall  be  received  and  entertained 
exactly  in  the  way  which  if  in  your  place  I  sliould  prefer, 
viz.  with  plain  and  friendly  hospitality. 

"  You  will  soon  want  a  secretary,  and  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  have-hiin  near  you.  Let  rac  tiiercforc  add.  thai 
I  have  a  room  very  much  at  his  service,  and  which  may  as 
well  be  occupied  by  him  as  remain  as  it  now  is,  empty. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  thanking  you  as 
an  American,  for  generously  complying  with  the  wishes  of 
our  country  at  this  interesting  period.  Personal  considera- 
tions strongly  recommend  retirement,  and  none  but  public 
and  national  ones  would  draw  you  from  it.  The  people  at 
large  seem  sensible  of  this,  and  do  you  justice ;  and  I  am  glad 
of  it  for  their  sake  as  well  aa  yours,  for  the  more  justice 
they  do  you,  the  more  good  you  will  be  able  to  do  them. 
With  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir, 
"  Your  affectionate  and  obedient  servant, 

"  JoHK  Jay."      m 
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'  '7he  president  readied  New- York  on  tb0.28d  April,  and 
the  SQth  wati  fixed  for  his  taking  the  oath  of  office.  As 
this  ceremony  would  so  far  complete  the  organization  of 
the  government  as  to  enable  it  to  go  into  operaticHi,  it  was 
thought  proper  that  thecitizens  should  unite  in  public  sup- 
plications .to  Heaven  on  the  occasion. :  At  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning  all  the  churche^^  were  opened,  and  the  several 
congregations  asseitibled  with  their  pastors  to  commend  the 
federal  goveniment,  and  the*  individual  who  was  placed  at 
its  head,  to  the  favour  and  protection  of  the  Alpiighty  Ruler 
of  nationa,  On  the  conclusion  of  this  solemn  and  afiectipg 
duty,  a  procession  was  formed,  under  the  directions  of  Con* 
gross,  to  accompany  the  president  firom  his  residence  to  the 
IttD  of  Congress.  In  the  balcony  of  tMs  edifice  the  oath  of 
office  was  administeired  to  him,  in  the  presence  of  a  vast 
multitude.  The  president  then  delivered  an  address .  to 
Congress,  which  he  concluded  with  **  resortmg  once  nu>re 
to  the  benign  Pan^t  of  the  human  race,  in  humble  suppli- 
cation, tfiat  since  He  has  been  pleased  to  fiivour  the  Amer- 
ican people  with  opportunities  for  deliberating  in  perfect 
UtmquiUity,  and  dispositions  for  deciding  with  unparalleled 
vnanimity^  on  a  form  of  government  for  the  security  of  their 
Union  and  the  advancen\ent  of  their  happiness ;  so  his  di- 
vine blessing  may  be  equally  conspicuous  in  the  enlarged 
views,  the  temperate  consultations,  and  the  wise  measures 
en  which  die  success  of  this  government  must  depend.'' 

Immediately  afler  this  address,  the  president,  with  both 
houses  of  Congress,  attended  divine  service  in  St  Paul's 
ehurch,  to  render  their  thanksgivings  to  the  Supreme  Being, 
for  the  peaceful  and  successful  establishment  of  the  new  gov- 
ernment, and  to  implore  for  it  his  future  guidance  and  favour. 
Congress  adjourned  on  the  29th  September,  having  first 
pf^ssed  a  resolution  requesting  the  president  to  recommend  to 
Ae  people  of  the  United  States,  to  observe  a  day  of  public 
thanksgiving  and  prayer,  "acknowledging,  with  gratefiil 
hearts,  the  many  and  signal  favours  of  Almighty  God,  espe- 
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cjallyby  affording  them  an  opportunity  peaceably  to  estab- 
lish a  constitution  of  government  for  their  safety  and  hap- 
piness." 

Thus  was  the  present  edifice  of  the  federal  government 
founded  by  patriotism,  and  consecrated  by  piety ;  and  to  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  builders  must  we  ascribe  its  pre- 
servation, under  Providence,  amid  the  winds  and  ftoods 
which  have  so  often  beat  vehemently  against  it. 

Some  time  necessarily  elapsed  before  the  Parious  depart- 
ments of  government  were  fully  organized.  Many  of  them 
were  to  be  created  by  tlie  Legislature ;  and  those  laws 
which  were  of  the  most  pressing  importance  engaged,  of 
course,  the  earliest  attention  of  Congress.  The  president's 
opinion  of  Mr.  Jay's  ability  and  disposition  to  serve  hi« 
country  induced  him  to  ask  his  acceptance  of  any  office  he 
might  prefer. 

An  efficient  government,  which  had  long  been  the  object 
of  Mr.  Jay's  ardent  wishes  and  labours,  was  now  estab- 
lished ;  but  it  had  been  established  after  a  long  and  irrita- 
ting struggle.  Two  States  still  refused  to  accede  toil; 
and  in  alt  the  others,  an  opposition  to  it,  more  or  less  pow- 
erful, still  existed.  State  jealousies  and  local  interests  were 
adverse  to  the  successful  and  harmonious  operation  of  the 
new  constitution ;  and  a  firm  and  vigorous  administration 
of  the  laws  was  indispensable  to  the  stability  of  the  Union. 
These  considerations  probably  led  him  to  select  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  as  the  sphere  in  which, 
for  the  future,  his  talents  could  be  most  usefully  exerted  for 
the  common  good.  He  was  accordingly,  on  the  26lh  Sep- 
tember, appointed  chief  justice  of  that  court,  a  station  for 
which  his  professional  education  and  the  habits  of  his  mind 
peculiarly  qualified  him. 

The  office  of  secretary  for  foreign  affair?  had  of  course 
expired  with  the  old  government ;  but  at  the  president's 
request  Mr.  Jay  consented  to  officiate  as  secretary  of  stale 
till  the  ensuing  spring,  when  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  been 
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ippointed  to  the  offiee,  arrived  from  France,  and  entered 
upon  its  duties.  • 

1790.]  The  Supreme  Court  wais  not  fully  organized  till 
the  dd  April,  and  the  next  day  the  chief  justice  held  in  New- 
York  the  first  Circuit  Court.  *  We  have  already  adverted 
to  the  very  peculiar  -circumstances  under  which  he  was 
ealled,  els  chief  justice,of  the  State  of  New- York,  to  adminis- 
ter justice  in  the  name  of  the  people,  instead  of  that  of  his 
late  sovereign,  whose.armies  were  at  that  moment  spreading 
terror  and  desolation'  around  him.  His  emotions  on  the 
present  occasion,  though  more  unmixed  than  before,  must 
still  have  been  strongly  excited.  He  now  saw  his  country 
in  the  enjoyment,  not  only  of  peace  and  independence,  but 
of  a  wise,  equal,  and  energetic  government ;  and  after  hav- 
ing long  deplored  those  aberrations  from  justice  and  good 
fidth  which  had  tarnished  the  lustre  of  the  American  con- 
federacy, he  found  himself  called  to)Bipply  his  own  inflexible 
principles  of  right,  not  only  to  private  controversies,  but 
likewise  to  such  as  involved  the  obligations  of  treaties,  and 
the  honour  and  interests  of  the  nation. 

In  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  he  directed  their  attention 
to  the  favour  Providence  had  vouchsafed  the  American 
people,  in  permitting  them  to  choose  their  own  government, 
and  to  the  duties  resulting  from  this  unwonted  privilege. 

"  Whether  any  people,**  said  the  chief  justice,  '*  can  long 
govern  themselves  ia  an  equal,  uniform,  and  orderly  man- 
ner, is  a  question  which  the  advocates  for  free  governments 
justly  consider  as  being  exceedingly  important  to  the  cause 
of  liberty.  This  question,  like  others  whose  solution  de- 
pends on  facts,  can  only  be  determined  by  experience.  It 
ia  a  question  on  which  many  think  some  room  for  doubt 
still  remains.  Men  have  had  very  few  opportunities  of 
making  the  experiment ;  and  this  is  one  reason  why  less 
progress. has  been  made  in  the  science  of  government  than 
in  ahnost  any  other.  The  far  greater  number  of  constitu- 
tions and  governments  of  which  we  are  informed,  have 
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originated  in  force  or  in  fraud  ;  having  been  either 
by  improper  exertions  of  power,  or  introduced  by  the  arts 
of  designing  individuals;  whose  apparent  zeal  for  liberty 
and  the  public  good  enabled  them  to  take  advanl^e  of  the 
credulity  and  misplaced  confidence  of  their  fellow-dtizens. 

"  Providence  has  been  pleased  to  biess  the  peopla  of  this 
country  with  more  perlect  opportunities  of  choosing,  and 
more  effectual  means  of  establishing,  their  own  government 
than  any  other  nation  has  hitherto  enjpyed ;  and  for  the  use 
we  may  make  of  these  means  we  shall  be  liighly  responsible 
to  that  Providence,  as  well  as  to  mankind  in  general,  and 
to  our  own  posterity  in  particular. 

"  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  all 
how  greatly  our  individual  prosperity  depends  on  our 
national  prosperity,  and  how  greatly  our  national  prosperity 
depends  on  a  well  organized,  vigorous  government,  ruling 
by  wise  and  equal  laws,  faithfully  executed.  Nor  is  such 
a  government  unfriendly  to  liberty — to  that  liberty  which  is 
really  estimable.  On  the  contrary,  nothing  but  a  strong 
government  of  laws,  irresistibly  bearing  down  arbitrary 
power  and  licentiousness,  can  defend  it  against  those  two 
formidable  enemies.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  civil  liberty 
consists,  not  in  a  right  to  every  man  to  do  just  what  he 
pleases,  but  it  consists  in  an  equal  right  to  all  the  citizens  to 
have,  enjoy,  and  do,  in  peace,  security,  and  without  mo- 
lestation, whatever  the  equal  and  constitutional  laws  of  the 
country  admit  to  be  consistent  with  the  public  good." 

As  the  law  establislting  the  judicial  department  required 
the  judges  to  hold  circuits  in  the  ditferent  States,  the  chief 
justice  received  various  invitations  from  his  friends  to  reside 
with  them  while  holding  his  courts.  To  an  invitation  of 
this  sort,  received  soon  after  his  appointment,  he  replied : — 
**  Accept  my  cordial  acknowledgments  for  your  kind  letter : 
congratulations  are  pleasant  when,  as  in  the  present  case, 
their  sincerity  is  unquestionable.  Your  friendly  invitation 
marks  esteem  and  attachment,  and  is  therefore  most  grate- 
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fill.  As  a  mah,  and  your  friend,  I  should  be  happy  in 
accepting  it  ^  but,  as  a» judge,  I  have  my  doubts — ^they  will 
occur  to-  you  without  details.  I  am  inclined  to  think  some 
gener^  rule  on  this  subject  would  be  prudent ;  as  yet,  I 
h^ve  not  considered  it  maturely."  On  further  reflection, 
» he  adopted  and  adhered  to  the  rule  of  lodging  only  at  public 
houses,  while  holding  court  at  a  distance  from  home. 

In  April  he  commenced  his  first  circuit  through  New- 
England.  In  no  quarter  of  the  Union  were  his  character 
and  public  services  held  in  higher  estimation,  and  nowhere 
was  he  received  with  more  cordiality  and  respect*  On 
approaching  New-Haven  he  was  met  by  a  body  of  the 
citizens^  who  escorted  him  into  their  town.  While  at 
Boston  its  hospitable  inhabitants  were  lavish  in  their  civil* 
ities  to  him ;  and  Harvard  university  presented  him  with 
the  diploma  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  The  citizens  of  Ports- 
mouth honoured  him  with  a  public  entry  into  the  town; 
and,  on  his  departure,  attended  him  some  distance  on  hit 
journey.^ 

In  the  autumn  he  again  rode  the  circuit,  and  held  courts 
in  Boston^  Exeter,  Providence,  Hartford,  and  Albany.  The 
following  correspondence  took  place  while  he  was  on  this 
circuit,  and  evinces  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
character  of  the  president,  which  led  him  thus  to  antici- 
pate his  wishes  in  suggesting  topics  for  his  comniunica* 
lion  to  Congress  at  its  approaching  session. 

''to   OBOROE   WASHUCOTOlf. 

"BofUm,  18th  Nov^  1790. 

''Dbar  Sir, 

''The  act  'to  regulate  trade  and  ifitercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,^  passed  the  last  session,  directs  that  the 
superintendents  and  persons  by  them  licensed,  shall  be 
governed  in  all  things  touching  the  said  trade  and  inter- 
oOume,  by  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  preakktit  whmU 
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prescribe.  I  was  lately  asked,  Whether  any  and  what 
arrangements  had  been  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act  ? 
My  answer  was,  that  I  had  not  heard,  but  was  persuaded 
that  every  thing  necessary  either  had  been  or  would  soon 
be  done.  As  every  licensed  trader  must  know  what  rules 
and  regulations  he  is  to  obey  and  observe,  would  it  be 
amiss  to  publish  them  t 

"The  constitution  gives  power  to  the  Congress  'to  coin 
money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin:  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities 
and  current  coin  of  the  United  States.'  If  the  word  cur^ 
rent  had  been  omitted,  it  might  have  been  doubted  whether 
the  Congress  could  have  punished  the  counterfeiting  of 
foreign  coin.  Mexican  dollars  have  long  been  known  in 
our  public  acts  as  current  coin.  The  55th  sect,  of  the  act 
'  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  (he  duties,' 
&c.  enumerates  a  variety  of  foreign  coins  which  shall  be 
received  for  the  duties  and  foes  mentioned  in  it. 

"The  late  penal  act  (as  it  is  generally  called)  provides 
punishment  for  counterfeiting  paper,  but  not  coin,  foreign 
or  domestic.  Whether  this  omission  was  accidental  or 
designed,  I  am  uninformed.  It  appears  to  me  more  expe- 
dient, that  this  otfence,  as  it  respects  current  coin,  should 
be  punished  in  a  uniform  manner  throughout  the  nation, 
rather  than  be  left  to  State  laws  and  State  courts, 

"  The  constitution  provides,  that  '  no  State  shaU  coin 
money,  nor  make  any  tiling  but  gold  or  silver  coin  a  tender 
in  payment  of  debts.'  Must  not  this  gold  and  silver  com 
be  such  only  as  shall  be  cither  struck,  or  made  current  by 
the  Congress.  At  present,  I  do  not  recollect  any  act  which 
designates,  unless  perhaps  by  implication,  what  coins  shall 
be  a  legal  tender  between  citizen  and  citizen. 

"  The  Congress  have  power  to  establish  post  roada. 
This  would  be  nugatory  unless  it  implied  a  power  either  to 
repair  these  roads  themselves,  or  compel  others  to  do  it 
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former  seems  to  be  the  more  natural  construction. 
Possibly,  the  turnpike  plan  might  gradually  ,and  usefully  be 
introduced.  ** 

fix  appears  advisable,  that  the  United  States  should 
have  a  fortress  near  the  heads  of  the  western  waters ; 
perhs^ps  at,  or  not  very  distant  from  Fort  Pitt ;  to  secure 
the  communication  between  the  western  and  Atlantic 
countries ;  and  that  the  place  be  such  as  would  cover  the 
building  of  vessels  proper  for  the  navigation  of  the  most 
important  of  those  waters.  Should  not  West  Point,  or  a 
better  post  if  to  be  found  on  Hudson  River,  be  kept  up  7 
An  impregnable  harbour  in  the  north,  and  another  in  the 
south,  seem  to  me  very  desirable. '  Peace  is  the  time  to 
prepare  for  defence  against  hostilities. 

''There  is  some  reason  to  apprehend  that  masts  and 
ship-timber  will,  as  cultivation  advances,  become  scarce, 
uhless  some  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  their  waste ;  or 
provide  for  the  preservation  of  a  sufficient  fund  of  both. 

«  Being  persuaded  that  we  could  underseU  other  nations 
in  salted  provisions,  especially  beef,  provided  none  but  of 
the  first  .qui^lity  wad  exported,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
national  government  should  attend  to  it;  nay,  that  the 
whole  business  of  inspecting  all  such  of  our  exports  of 
every  kind  as  may  be  thought  to  require  inspection,  should 
be  done,  under  their  exclusive  authority,  in  a  uniform  man- 
ner: where  State  inspection  laws  are  good,  they  might  be 
adopted.  If  the  individual  States  inspect  by  difierent  rules^ 
and  some  of  them  not  at  all,  the  article  in  question  will  not 
go  to  market  with  such  plain  and  decided  evidence  of 
quality  as  to  merit  confidence ;  especially  as  various  marks 
under  various  State  laws  multiply  the  means  of  firaud  and 
imposition :  if  only  the  best  commodities  in  their  kind  were 
exported,  we  should  gain  in  name  and  price  what  we  might 
lose  at  first  by  diminution  of  quality. 

''I  think  it  probable  that  this  letter  will  find  you  at 
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Philadelphia,  if  not,  I  presume  it  will  be  forwarded  by 
soraa  of  your  family :  but  how,  or  by  whom  is  uncertain. 
Much  content  and  good-humour  is  observable  in  these 
Slates.  The  acts  of  Congress  tire  as  well  respected  and 
DbBer%'ed  as  could  have  been  expected.  The  assumption 
gives  general  satisfaction  liere.  The  deviation  from  con- 
tract respecting  interest,  is  censured  by  some.  They  say, 
and  not  without  reason,  that  the  application  of  surplus 
revenue  to  the  purchase  of  stock  shows  that  the  measure 
did  not  result  from  necessity. 

"  With  the  most  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment, 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir, 

"  Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"JoHM  Jat." 

**TO   JOHN   JAT. 

■■  [PnvMe] 

"  MoQtil  Vcmon.  Nov.  IWh,  1790. 
"  Mr  DEAR  Sir, 

"  The  day  is  near  when  Congress  is  to  commence  its 
tMrd  session ;  and  on  Monday  next,  nothing  intervening  to 
prevent  it,  I  shall  set  out  to  meet  them  at  their  new  rea- 
dence. 

"  If  any  thing  in  the  judiciary  line,  if  any  thing  of  a  more 
general  nature,  proper  for  me  to  communicale  to  that  body 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  has  occurred  to  you,  you 
would  oblige  me  by  submitting  them  with  the  freedom  and 
frankness  of  friendship. 

"  The  length  and  badness  of  the  road  from  hence  to 
Philadelphia,  added  to  the  unsettled  weather  which  may 
be  expected  at  this  season,  will  more  than  probable  render 
the  term  of  my  arrival  at  that  place  uncertain  ;  but  your 
sentiments,  under  cover,  lodged  with  Mr.  I^ear  by  the  first 
of  next  month,  will  be  in  time  to  meet  me  and  the  com- 
munications from  the  other  great  departments ;  and  with 
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matters  as  have  been  handed  immediately  to  myself 
fixMn  other  (Quarters,  or  which  have  corpe  under  my  own  ob- 
servation and  contemplation  during  the  recessj  will  enable 
me  to  form  .the  sum  of  my  communications  to  dmgresa  at 
the  opening  of  the  session. 

^I  shall'  say  nothing  of  .domestic  occurrences  in  this 

letter,  and  those  of  foreign  import  you  would  receive  at 

■dcond-hand  from  hence.   .  To  add  assurances  of  my  friend- 

**8hip  and  regard  would  not.  be  new ;  but  with  truth  I  can 

« 

declare,  that  I  am 

.  ^' Your  affectionate  and  humble  servafity 

"  George  WAsraNGTOH.** 

1791.}  The  tioie  of  the  chief  justice  was  this  year 
almost  wholly  occupied  by  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  held 
two  terms  of  the  supreme  court  at  Philadelphia,  and  twice 
rode  the  eastern  circuit,  which  was  now  extended  to  Ben- 
nington, in  Vermont  His  charges  to  grand  juries  appear 
to  bsLve  been  generally,  if  not  always,  written  compositions ; 
and  he  seems  to  have  embraced  these  opportunities  of  incul- 
cating those  great  principles  of  morality,  and  submission  to 
constitutional  authority,  which  can  alone  prevent  political 
liberty  from  degenerating  into  licentiousness  and  anarchy. 

Frequent  applications  were  made  to  the  chief  justice  for 
his  interest  with  the  president  and  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments in  appointments  to  office,  but  he  scrupulously  avoided 
ajQ  interference.  In  one  instance  he  departed  from  this 
course  of  conduct,  but  it  was  in  relation  to  an  office  con- 
nected with  the  court  over  which  he  presided,  and  in  the 
fiuthful  discharge  of  which  he  was  himself  officially  inter- 
ested. The  following  letter  is  given  as  a  just  tribute  to 
the  character  of  an  estimable  citizen  and  an  exemplary 
Christian.* 

*  Gen.  Clarkson  was  at  his  death,  in  1824,  a  vict-preddent  of  tlw  AiMfieaii 
Bible  Society.  At  the  eniuing  annirenary  of  the  eociety,  the  Gofemor  of 
New-York,  Dewitt  Clinton,  Esq.,  in  an  address  before  them,  thos  spoke  of 
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"  TO   GEOBOB   WASIIINGTOn. 

'■Now- York,  13ih  Match,  I7BI. 
"  Dear  Sir, 
"  Perceiving  that  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  Colonel 
Smith  a  supervisor  for  this  district,  I  conclude  that  on  his 
acceptance  of  that  place,  the  office  of  marshal  will  be  con- 
ferred on  some  otlier  person.  It  ia  probable  that  several 
oandidatea  will  oflcr,  and  I  lake  the  liberty  of  communicating 
my  sentiinents  respecting  a  gentleman  who,  too  delicate  to 
display  his  own  merit,  possesses  more  than  fells  to  the  share 
ofmany,  ImeanGeneral  Mallliew  Clarkson.  Idiinkhim 
one  of  the  most  pure  and  virtuous  men  I  know ;  when  at 


their  deoeweJ  oOicei :  "  MnUhsn  Clarkson  vina  a  man  nho  filled  a  large  apace 
in  the  circle  of  patriotism  and  twnpvolence.  Whprever  a  diDiitnble  ot  public- 
Bpiriled  institution  naa  aliout  to  be  cBlabtished,  his  presencenu  conaidered 
Hamtiil.  Ai  hia  heart  and  his  hand  were  ever  open  to  the  cslli  of  charit;, 
iuB  name  is  to  be  found  in  all  our  iceriloriauB  sorietlea,  whether  intcTtded  for 
eduCBlion,  for  rchef,  or  for  protection.  No  object  which  implicated  Ihe-wel- 
fate  of  ihe  human  race  was  conaiilereJ  foreign  to  his  dutiea.  His  aanction 
Ijecanie  a  passport  to  public  approbalinn — it  encouraged  virtue  in  lie  career, 
disarmed  oppoakion  or  its  power,  and  envy  of  its  venam. 

"  In  all  his  connexions  and  asaociationB  he  was  dislingDiahed  bj  a  t>etlie- 
nit;  of  dispoaition  and  an  amcnlij  of  behaviour,  nhich  endeared  him  to  >I1 
with  whom  he  had  coniinuiiion.  Hie  first  object  wai  to  do  good  ;  Ms  next, 
la  do  it  in  the  most  acceptable  manner,  and  in  the  most  iroprcaaive  shape. 

"  During  the  revolutionar;  war  he  was  a  gallant  officer  in  (he  Atneticnn 
vnay,  and  after  iU  conrluaion  he  hold  high  and  con8denlial  civil  officM, 
which  he  filled  wilh  fidelity  and  aliilltj.  But  the  last  jeais  of  hia  Mh  wan 
princijisll;  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  Ihoae  inalitutioDB  which  reflect  so 
much  hoDoor  on  Ihe  leligion,  (he  education,  and  (he  benevolence  of  our 
country. 

■'  Although  the  benefits  which  he  conferred  on  the  community  by  the  teit- 
ditiun  of  octunl  sarvii^ca  are  of  Ihe  moN(  impiosHive  character ;  yet  the  iUus- 
Irioua  example  which  he  presented  to  mankind,  of  a  life  of  distingaished 
benevolence  and  usefulneas,  is  of  a  more  important  nature.  Aa  n  model  for 
inulatiun — ns  an  eicitcinent  lo  Christian  plely,  to  pure  benevolence,  and  (o 
heroic  virtue,  hia  merit  will  be  Rpprecioled  uid  his  influence  felt  long  after 
ail  of  us  arc  consigned  (o  the  grave." 
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Boston^  General  Lincoln  (whpse  aid  he  was)  spc^e  to  m^ 
of  him  in  terms  not  only' of  approbation,  but  afiectioi). 
During  the  war  he  was  a  firm,  and  active  whig,  and  since 
the  peace  a  constant  friend  to  national  and  good  government. 
Few  men  here,  of  his  standing,  enjoy  or  deserve  a  greater 
degree  of  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  the  citizens  than  he 
does,  and,  in  my  opinicHi,  he  would  "dispharge  the  duties  of 
that,  or  any  office  for  which  he  may  be  qualified,  with  pro- 
priety  and  honour. 

"Be  pleased  to  present  my  respectful  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Washington,  and  permit  me  to  assure  you' of  the  per- 
fect respect,  esteem,  and  attachment,  with  whioh  I  am, 

"  Dear  sir, 
.  **  Your  obliged  md  obedient  servant, 

"  John  Jay." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  General  Clarkson 
received  the  appointment. 

1792.]  It  may  be  recollected  that  in  1785,  Mr.  Jay,  in  a 
letter  declining  to^be  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  governor, 
used  the  following  language :  "  If  the  circumstances  of  the 
State  were  pressing — ^if  real  disgust  and  discontent  had 
spread  through  the  country — if  a  change  had  in  the  general 
opinion*  become  not  only  advisable  but  necessary,  and  the 
good  expected  from  that  change  depended  upon  me,  then 
my  present  objection^  would  immediately  yield  to  the  con- 
sideration, that  a  good  citizen  ought  cheerfully  to  take  any 
station  which  his  country  on  such  occasions  may  think 
proper  to  assign  him,  without  in  the  least  regarding  the  per- 
sonal consequences  which  may  result  from  its  being  more 
or  less  elevated."    • 

The  case  thus  hypothetically  stated  had  now,  in  the 
opinion. of  many,  actually  occurred.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
mention  the  reasons  for  this  opinion,  and  to  revive  the 
charges  which  were  then  made  against  the  chief  magistrate 
of  New- York.    Suffice  it  to  say,  that  those  who  saw  in  the 
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maintenance  of  the  federal  government,  in  all  its  constitu- 
.  tional  energy,  tlie  only  hope  of  national  honour  and  pros- 
I  perity,  and  those  who  believed  that  the  interests  of  the  State 
■were  endangered  by  the  policy  and  conduct  of  Governor 
Clinton,  turned  to  the  chief  justice  as  the  ohiy  man  whose 
I  character  and  influence  cquld  be  brought  into  successful 
competition  witli  the  popularity  with  which  revolutionary 
servicea,  aided  by  a  long  and  extensive  distribution  of  offi- 
cial patronage,  had  invested  the  present  incumbent. 

Early  in  February  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  support  the  chief 
justice  for  governor  at  the  ensuing  election ;  and  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  solicit  his  acceptance  of  the  nomination. 
He  yielded  to  their  wishes,  inconsistency  with  his  declara- 
tion made  seven  years  before,  and  in  so  doing  consented  to 
make  no  slight  sacrifice  of  persona!  importance  and  pecu- 
niary interest  to  the  welfare  of  his  native  State.  His  present 
station  was  one  he  had  himself  selected.  Its  tenure  was 
independent  of  the  fluctuations  of  public  opinion,  and  its 
emoluments  were  greater  than  those  of  the  office  now  ten- 
dered to  him. 

The  nomination  made  in  the  city  was  immediately  re- 
echoed throughout  the  State,  and  it  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  re-election  of  Governor  Clinton  was  extremely 
doubtful.  No  time  was  lost  by  the  opponents  of  the  chief 
justice  in  taking  measures  to  prevent  his  success ;  and  they 
were  too  little  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  they  employed. 
His  private  character  was  invulnerable,  and  was  not 
assailed ;  but  his  political  opinions,  and  especially  his 
attachment  to  the  federal  government,  were  urged  upon  the 
anti-federal  State  of  New-York  as  prdofs  of  his  unfitness 
for  the  executive  chair. 

New- York  was  then  a  slaveholding  State,  and  pains 
were  taken  to  excite  the  prejudices  of  the  slaveholders 
against  Mr.  Jay,  on  account  of  his  avowed  opposition  to 
ilavery.     A  friend  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay :  "  As  your  opponents 
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cannot  or^dare  not  impeach 'your  integrity  and  ability, 
necessity  obliges  them  to  descend  to  the  lowest  subterfuges 
of  craft  and  chicane,  to  mislead  the  igpt)rant  and  unwary. 
The  part  you  have  taken  in  the  society  for  emancipating 
slaveis  is  exaggerated,  and  painted  in  lively  colours  to  your 
disadvantage.  It  is  said  that  it  is  your  desire  to  rob  every 
Dutchman  of  the  property  he  possesses  most  dear  to  his 
heart,  his  slaves ;  that  you  are  not  satisfied^with  doing  that, 
but  wish  further  to  oblige  their  masters  to  educate  the  chil- 
dren of  those  slaves  in  the  best  manner,  even  if  unable  to 
educate  their  own  children ;  and  also  that  you  have  pro- 
cured a  bill  to  be  broogfat  into  the  Legislature  this  session 
for  the  above  purpose.^ 
To  this  he  replied : — 

**  That  many  election  tales  will  be  invented  and  propar 
gated,  and  that  credulous  individuals  will  be  imposed  upon 
by  them,  is  not  to  be  doubted. 

**  As  to  my  sentiments  and  conduct  relative  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  the  fact  is  this : — In  my  opinion  every  man,  ot 
every  colour  and  description,  has  a  natural  right  to  freedom, 
and  I  shall  ever  acknowledge  myself  to  be  an  advocate  for 
the  manumission  of  slaves,  in  such  way  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  justice  due  to  them,  with  the  justice  due  to  their 
masters,  and  with  the  regard  due  to  the  actual  state  of 
society^  These  considerations  unite  in  convincing  me  that 
the  abolition  of  slavery  must  necessarily  be  gradual. 

**  On  being  honoured  with  the  commission  which  I  now 
hold,  I  retired  from  the  society  to  which  you  allude,  and  of 
which  i  was  president ;  it  appearing  improper  to  me  for  a 
judge  to  be  a  member  of  such  associations.  That  society, 
I  fear,  has  been  misi'epresented,  for  instead  of  censure  they 
merit  applause.  To  promote,  by  virtuous  means,  the 
extension  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  to  protect  a  poor  and 
friendless  race  of  men,  their  wives,  and  children,  from  the 
snares  and  violence  of  menstealers,  to  provide  instruction 
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for  children  who  were  destimte  of  the  means  of  education, 
and  who,  instead  of  peroicious,  will  now  become  useful 
members  of  society,  are  oertainly  objects  and  cares  of  which 
no  man  has  reason  to  be  ashamed,  and  for  wliich  no  man 
ought  to  be  censured.  And  those  arc  tlic  objects  and  the 
cares  of  that  benevolent  society." 

The  slanders  of  political  enemies  never  disturbed  Mr. 
Jay's  equanimity ;  but  there  was  one  circumstance  con- 
nected witli  this  election  thatmust  have  deeply  wounded  his 
sensibility.  His  old  and  intimate  friend  Chancellor  Living- 
ston at  this  time  thought  proper,  not  only  to  leave  the 
federal  party,  and  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  opposite  one, 
but  also  publicly  to  assume  an  attitude  of  decided  hostility 
to  his  election.  In  order  probably  to  goad  tlie  chancellor 
to  a  still  more  active  opposition,  a  satirical  and  highly  per- 
sonal letter  was  addressed  to  him  in  the  colunms  of  a  news- 
paper, under  a  fictitious  signature ;  and  pains  were  taken  to 
give  currency  to  the  opinion  that  the  chief  justice  was  the 
writer  of  this  and  other  articles.  To  aid  this  Impression, 
an  answer  to  tlie  letler  soon  after  appeared  in  the  same 
paper,  addressed  to  Mr.  Jay  as  its  autlior.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  both  publications  proceeded  from  the  sama 
pen.  The  success  of  this  base  design  was  defeated  by  Uie 
appearance  in  the  papers  of  the  following  card. 

"TO    THE    FUBUC, 

"  It  having  been  deemed  ejrpedient  to  consider  me  as  the 
author  of  certain  political  papers  lately  published,  I  think  it 
proper  to  declare  upon  my  honour  that  I  am  not  the  author 
of  any  political  paper  that  has  been  published  this  year  \ 
that  I  have  neither  written,  dictated,  nor  seen  the  manu- 
scripts of  any  of  those  which  have  appeared  against  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  or  any  other  person  whatever ;  and  that  I 
do  not  even  know  who  the  writers  are,  further  than  that  I 
have  heard  some  of  these  papers  ascribed  to  one  person 
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and  8omo  to  another.  Whoever  they  may  be»  they  have  not 
been  actuated  by  my  advice  or  desire ;  and  not  being  under 
my  direction  or  control,  I  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  pain 
their  publications  have  given.  '' 

"John  JiLV." 

The  election  commenced  the  last  of  April.  The  chief 
justice  had  left  the  State  some  time  before,  to  hold  the  east- 
em  circuit,  and  did  not  return  till  the  middle  of  July.  His 
correspondence  with  his.&mily  duxjng  his  absence  proves 
how  little  personal  interest  he  tock  in  the  result  In  answer 
to  a  letter  fix)m  Mrs.  Jay,  in  which  some  allusion  was  made 
to  the  prdl>ability  that  he  would  no  longer  need  the  official 
robe  worn  by  him  as  chief  justice,  he  remarked :  ^  My  robe 
may  become  useless,  and  it  may  not  I  am  resigned  to 
either  event,  for  -no  one  knows  what  is  best  for  him.  He 
who  governs  all  makes  no  mistakes,  and  a  finn  belief  of 
this  would  save  us  from  many."  '  His  letters  to  his  family 
never  contained  an  allusion  to  the  pending  election,  except 
when  forced  upon  him  by  his  correspondent  *  '^. 

The  ballots  given  at  the  election  were  required  by  law 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  and 
by  them  to  be  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  where  they  were  to  be  canvassed  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Licgislature.  This  committee  had  already 
been  appointed,  and  a  majority  of  them  were  the  political 
friends  of  Governor  Clinton.  They  claimed  and  exercised 
the  right  of  rejecting  all  such  ballots  as  had  not  in  their 
opinion  been  forwarded  to  the  secretary's  office  with  all 
the  required  formalities.  It  was  well  understood  that  Mr. 
Jay  had  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given,  and  that  the  majorities  in  the  counties  of  Otsego  and 
Tioga  were  each  sufficient  to  turn  the  scale  in  his  favour. 
The  constitution  of  the  State  required  that  sheriffs  should 
be  annually  appointed  ;  but  as  these  appointments  had  been 
occasionally  delayed,  it  had  been  the  uniform  practice  from 
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the  coimuencemcnt  of  the  government  for  the  late  incum- 
bent to  continue  in  the  exercise  of  his  office  till  his  successor 
assumed  its  duties.  This  practice  had  arisen  from  neccs- 
sily ;  for  as  the  council  of  appointment  was  not  a  perma- 
nent body,  but  convening  ooly  at  the  summons  of  the  gov- 
ernor, some  time  would  often  necessarily  elapse  between 
the  expiration  of  one  commission  and  the  issuing  of  another. 
So  littlo  had  the  propriety  of  sheriffs  in  such  cases,  continu- 
ing to  act  after  the  expiration  of  their  commissions,  been 
questioned,  that  on  an  investigation  it  was  found,  that  since 
the  organization  of  the  government,  no  less  than  seventy 
instances  had  occurred  of  sheriifs  thus  holding  over,  and  in 
one  case  a  sheriff  thus  circumstanced  had  been  called  in 
the  discharge  of  his  office  to  execute  a  criminal. 

The  canvassers  discovered  that  the  ballots  of  Otaego 
were  forwarded  by  a  sheriff  whose  commission  had  expired 
about  six  weeks  before,  and  whose  successor,  although  ap- 
pointed, had  not  yet  taken  the  oath  of  office,  and  ■was  of 
course  not  authorized  to  act.  They  therefore  determined 
that  the  votes  of  Otsego,  not  having  been  relumed  by  a  con- 
stitutional sheriff,  could  not  be  received,  and  inslead  of  coimt- 
ing  them,  they  committed  them  to  the  flames.  The  ballots 
from  two  other  counties,  Tioga  and  Clinton,  were  consigned 
to  the  same  fate,  on  the  ground,  that  in  one  instance  they  had 
been  forwarded  by  a  deputy- she rifi)  appointed  by  parole 
instead  of  a  written  instrument,  and  in  the  other,  because  the 
ofEccrbywhom  the  ballotshad  been forwarded.falling  sick  on 
the  road,  had  commilted  them  to  the  care  of  another  person. 
The  votes  of  the  whole  State,  after  being  subjected  to  this 
purgation,  gave  Mr,  Clinton  a  majority  of  108,  and  he  was 
declared  by  the  canvassers  duly  elected  governor  of  the 
State.  Against  this  decision,  four  of  the  eleven  canvassers 
entered  tlieir  protest. 

Tfee  chief  justice  was  on  his  circuit  when  he  learned  the 
decision  of  the  canvassers,  and  he  thus  noticed  it  in  a  letter 
to  Mrs.  Jay: —  ■  I  ■  .  -     .  .'  i    ■  ■    . 
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'**  A  Hartford  paper  which  I  have  just  read  mentions  the 
result  of  the  canvass ;  after  hearing  ho\f  the  Otsego"  votes 
were  circumstanced,  1  pcrcqived"  clearly  what  the  event 
wonild.be.  .The  reflection -that  the  majority  of  the  electors 
were  for  me>  is  -a,  pleasing  one ;  that  injustice  has  taken 
place  does  not  surprisp  me,  and  I  hop^  will  not  affect  you 
•very  sensibly.  The  intelligence  found  me  perfectly  pre- 
pared  for  it.  Having  .nothing  to  reproach  myself  with  in 
relation  to  this  event,  it  shall'  neither  discompose  my  temper 
nor  postpone  my  sleep.  A  few  years  wilj'put.us  all  in  the 
dqflty'aodvit  will  tlien.be  of  more  importince  to  me  to  have 
governed  myself,  than  to  have  governed  the  State." 

The  decision  of  the  canvassers  was  made,  on  the  12th 
June,  and  expiteda  violent  ferment  throughout  .the  State;- 
The  citizens  of  Ntw-York  assembled  in  the  open  air,  and 
pasiSed  resolutions  condertining  tlie  conduct  of  the  canvasa-  • 
era,  as  an  outrage  pij  the  right  of  suSrag^ ;  andrecom- 
ipend^d  to  the  people  to  asscmbfe  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties, to  protest  against  the  attempt  ^now  mAde  to,  subject 
them  to  a  governor  whom  >  they  had  not  elected,  and  like- 
wise to  petition  the.  Legislature  to  interpose  its  authority 
for  tlie  preservation  of  their  rights. 

The   recommendation  of^  the   city  was  followed  with 
alacrity  in  alm6st•e^^^ery  part  of  the  State,  and  an  excitement  . , 
was  kindled  that  Tor  a  while  foreboded  ^ome  fearful  and 
violent  convulsion. 

The  chief  justice  wjas  at  this  time  engaged  in  holding 
his  courts  in  the  eatStern  States.  He  completed  his  circuit 
at  Ben»ington  in  Vermont,  and  returned  home  by  the  way 
of  Albs^ny.  On  approaching  I^insingburgh,  he  was  met 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  "escorted  into  the  village,  where  he 
was  addressed  by.  a- committee  previously  appointed  for  the 
purpose.  This  address  iparks  the  exasperated  and  indig- 
nant feelings  which  then  pervaded  a  very  large  portion  of 
the.  community. 

VOL.  I. P  P 
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,    ^*TO' JOHK  JAY,  ESQ. 
't  Cbirf  JuAioa  of  the  .Uoitad  Btato*  >     ' 

■"  •    -     .  **  LuniDgbaTgh,  Jaiw  $0,  tlWL  ' 

"Shi, 

'■  "WB.beg  leave  to  address  you  m  tbe  simple  i^^  of 
fre^en,  and  in  th6'  name  of  the  citizens  of  XansiagbuigliT 
to  congratulate  -you  en  yoiu-  arrival /at  oar  infant  settle- 
neht  ."'■'■■'■  '" 

*  Fully  impressed  Vith  a "  sense  ■  of  your  patriotism,  we 
embrace  this  opportunity  6f  expressing  our  gratitude  for 
your  unwearied  exfrtion^  through  .the  struggles .  of  an 
oppressive  .waF ;  and  youj  eminent  services  as  a  statesman  . 
and  minister  at  home  and  abroad. 

■."Our  respect  for  youi"  character,  in  the  .dignified  office  pf 
ehief  justice  of  the  United  Statesj  and  our  regard  fpr  your 
person,  as  a  man  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
give  us  a  most  lively  h6pe  of  shortly  embracing  you  as 
Aecliief  magistrate  of -this  State:  nor  can  we  refrain  oh 
this  occaeion  from  expressing  our  sincere  regret  and  re- 
sentment at  the  palpable  prostitution  of  those  pfinciples  of 
virtue,  patriotism,  and  duty,  which  has  been  displayed  by  a 
migority  of  the  canvassing  committee,  in  the  wanton  viola- 
tion of  our  most  sacred  and  inestimable  privileges,  in 
arbitrarily  disfranchising  whole  towns'  and -counties  of  their 
suffrages. 

"  It  was,  perhaps,  little  contemplated,  that  the  constitution 
of  this  State,  which  you  had  so  great  a  share  in  framing, 
should  to  your  prejudice,  in  the  first  instance,  be  in  so 
flagrant  a  manner  violated.  However  desirous  we  may  be 
of  seeing  you  fill  the  office  of  governor  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  we  only  wish  it  from  the  free  and  fair  suffrages 
of  a  majority  of  elector^.  That  majority  you  have;  and 
though  abuse  of  power  may  for  a  time  deprive  you  and  the 
citizens  of  their  right,  wc  trust  tlie  sacred  flame  of  liberty 
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is  not  so  far,  extinguished  in  the  bosoms  of  Americcms  as 
tamely  to  submit  to  wear  the  shackles^  of  slavery^  without 
at  least  a  struggle  to  shake  them  off.''  , 
•  •      • 
The  occasion  presented  an  opportunity,  which  a  dehia- 
^gue  would  eagerly  have  embraced,  of  identifying  himself, 
with  thei  cause  of  Xhe  people,  and^of  inflaming  passioof 
which  might  be  converted  to  his  own  advancement.     Mr. 
Jay,  however,  wished  no^  to  direct,  but  to  allay  the  stonn. 

-     •       '  I  *        "    •■  •       •     •    • 

"  To  the  CommUtee  of  the  Citizens  of  Lansingburgh.  . 

**  Permit  me  to  request  the  favour  of  you^to  present  16 
my  fellow-citizens  of  Lansingburgh  rpy,  sincere  acknow- 
ledgments for; the. honour  they  have  don^  me  on  this  occsh^ 
sion,  BXid  be.  assured  that  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
conveyed,  their  sentiments  adds  to  the  satisfaction  which 
they  inspire.  j 

. "  Their  approbation  irict^ases  the  pleasure  .with  whiclt  I 
reflect  on  ipy  endeavours  to  serve  the  c^usc  of  liberty  end 
my  country,  and  that  ieipprobation  derives  additional  value 
from  th6  ardour  and  firmness  which  they  manifested  in  it 

"The  various  bounties-  of  Heaven  to -the  people  of  this 
State  conspire  in  conferring  abundant  reasons  for  harmony 
and  content,  and  every  event  is  to.  be  regretted  that  tends 
to  introduce  discord  and  complaint .  Circumstanced  as  I 
am  in  relation  to  the  one  you  mention,  I  find  myself 
restrained  by  considerations  of  delicacy  from  particular 
remjirks^  .     .  , 

"  The  people  of  the  State  know  the  value  of  their,  rightii, 
and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  efforts  of  every  virtuous 
citizen  to  assert  and  secure  them  will  be  no  les^  distin- 
guished by  temper  apd  moderation,  than  by  constancy  and' 
zeal. 

**  In  whatever  station  or  situation!  may  be  placed,  my 
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atta<^iinent  to  my  country  will  remakt  unabated,  and  I  ihall 
befaappy  in  every  opportunity  of  evincing  my  respect  and 
liest  wishes  for  the  citizens  of  Lansingburgb." 

'He  then  proceeded  to  Albany,  being  escorted  into  that 

.place  by  its  citizens'^'.  The  next  .day  he  was' blvited.'to  a 

'  pid>Iic 'dinner,  at  whicljr  the-mayor,  in  behalf  of  tbe  city, 

pitesented  to-him  an  address  of  the  same  oharacftr  ^idi  the 

but  ■■■  ■    - 

On  the-  following  day  he.  departed  under  a  salute  ef 
artillery,  and  on  crossing  the -ferry  was  received  with  an- 
other salute,  and  attended  for  twelve  miles  en  his-^umey 
by  a  body  of  cavalry.  .On  the  4Ur  of  July  he  reached 
Hudson,  The  citizens  We;?  ]>re  paring' to  celebrate  •■the 
anniversary  of  Independence,  when ,  they  were  informed 
'  thai  the  chief  justice  was  on  the  road.  Arraugem^ents.  wem- 
immedlately  made  for  ret^eivjng  him.  ..  A  <»ivalc&de  of  two 
hundred  departed  to  meet  him,  and  wait  upcm  him  into 
the  city,  and  his  arrival  was  aDnounced  by  salvoies  of 
artillery-  A  public  diimer  had  been  prepared,  to  which 
he  was  invited,  and  a  complimentary  address  was  miide  to 
him  by  the  mayor.  On  his  departure  he  was  again  hon- 
oured with  a  salute  and  an  escort.  When  within  eight 
miles  of  the  city  of 'New- York,  l>c  was'  met  by  a  body  of 
the  citizens,  who  conducted  him  to  his  house.  A  public 
meeting  was  then  called  of  "  llie  friends  of  liberty  "  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  congratulate  him  on  his  return,  and 
to  express  to  him  the  scntimenis  of  (he  inhabitants  on  the  late 
attempt  which  had  been  made,  "  in  contempt  of  the  sacred 
voice  -of  the  people,  in  defiance  of  the  constitution,  and  in 
violation  ef  the  uniform  practice  and  settled  principles  of 
law,"  to  deprive  liim  of  the  high  office  to  wliich  he  had 
been  elected. 

The  following  extract-  from  his  answer  to  the  address 
from  the  committee  breathes  a  spirit  .of  kindness  and  mod- 
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eration,  wtrich  evinces  how  little  his  feelings  had  beeft 
affected  by  the  triumphal  progress  he  had  just  imade. 

^  In  questions  touching  ow  constitutional  privileges  all 
the  citizens  are  equally  interested,  and  the  social  duties  call 
Upon  us  tOv  unite  in  discussing  those  questions  with  candor 
and  temper,  in  deciding  them'  with  circumspection  and 
impartiality,  and  in  maintaining -the  equal  rights  of -all  wiA 
constancy  and  fortitude.  -      ^      •     •  ^• 

"They  who  do  what  they  have  a  right  to  do,  give  no  ju«t 
cause  of  offence;  and  therefore  every  coiisideration  of  pro- 
priety forbids  that  difference  of  opinion  respecting  candi- 
dates should  suspend  or  Interrupt  the  mutual  good-humOor 
apd  benevolence  which  harmonize  society,  and  soften  Ibe 
asperities  of  hpman  life  and  human  affairs.  By  those  free 
and  iiidependent  electors  who  have  given  me  their  suffrage 
I  esteem  myself  honoured ;  for  the  virtuous  who  withheld 
that  mark  of  preference,  I  retain  and  ought  to  retain  my 
fofmer  respect  and  good  will;  to  all  I  wish  prosperity, 
public  and  private.*'' 

A  few  days  after,  a  public  dintie^  was  given  to  Mr.  Jay, 
and  on  his  retiring  fronri  table,  the  whole  company,  aft  a 
mark  of  their  respect,. waited  upon  him  to  his  house. 

These  details,  although  minute,  are  interesting,  as  they 
prove  the  excited  feelings  of  the  people,  and  their  devotiptt 
to  the  man.  of  their  choice;  and  at  the  same  time"  ex- 
hibit  the  uni^ual  spiectacle  of  a  popular  leader  striving  to 
moderate  the  ardour  of  his  followers,  all.  burning  to  redress 
his  wrongs ;  and  irftpressing  on  them  reverence  for  the 
laws,  and  <iourtesy  and  kindness  towards  his  and  their 
opponents.  ■* 

By  many  of  the  public  meetings  held  at  this-  time,  Mr; 
Jay  was  declared  .to  bd  the  rightful  governor  of  the  State; 
and  there  can  be  little  doutt  that,  had  he  thought  proper  to 
assume  the  exercise  of  the  office,  there  would  not  have  been 
wanting  many  ready  to  support  -  his  claims.  It  was  $)r- 
tunate  for  the  peace  of  the  State  that  he  was  actuated  by 


priaciplei  the  reTerse  of  tiidse  which  too  oSbai  gtivem  the 
ujHnuits  for  political  povi^;  aod  also,  thatlhemocthg'of 
"Sm  li^^atore,  to  wtiich  the  people  lotted  for  ndnn,  Was 
ilfll  distant.  ■        - 

'  The  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Jay  pievevMai  aay  iU^al 
AdHilion  of  popular  fdsHng.  Governor  Chdo^'wuflwiHIl 
Urio  office,  and  the  govehiment  was  permitted  4b  procaed 
Wittiout  interruptjon.'  On  the  isth  November,  the  LegUa.- 
pn  eoDveued,  and  petitions  on  thsAubjpct  of- the  cani'asa 
poored  in  irom  aH  parts  of  the  Slate.  A  tedions  investigs- 
fiOD  ensued,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  in  the  lower 
, '  Hdnsa  the  anti-federal  party  had  a  small  majority.  The 
bnt  regulating  elections  had  made  the  decision  of  the  caa< 
■rvssers  final,  and  it  was  contended  that  the  X-egialature 
oould  not  revise  it.  It 'was  not,  howevei',  Qiotight  expe- 
4ieat  to  rest  the  claims  of  the  govenuff  to  fuir  office  onthe 
-^ln*bility  of  the  Legislature  to  tixofnine  them.*  -  The  A«- 
mUA^,  therefore,  resolved,  by.  a'majdrity  of  four  votes, 
"  that  it  does  not  appear  to  this  House  that  the  canvassers 
had  conducted  ihemselves  with  any  impropriety  in  the 
ececuticMi  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  law." 

This  result  had  for  some  time  been. anticipated,  and  waa 
therefore  received  by  the  people  without  surprise,  but  with 
afeeling  of  disgust  that,  at  the  next  election,  prostrated  the 
party  by  whom  it  had  been  effected, 

During  this  and  other  years,  Mr.  Jay  was  at  the  expense 
of  keeping  at  school  six  indigent  boys  of  the  town  of  Rye, 
where  he  had  himself  been  broughtup,'  This  instance  of 
unostentatious  benevolence  has  become  known  only  since 
his  death,  from  letters  found  among  hia  papers  from  the 
clergyman  of  the  parish,  who,  acting  as  his  almoner,  from 
time  to  time  selected  the  boys,  and  received  and  expended 
the  ■  funds*  for  their  education.  It  is  not  known  when  this 
charity  was  commenced  or  discontinued. 

1798.]     In  the  month  of  February,  the  Supreme  Court 
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convened  at, Philadelphia,  and  its  attention  was  called  to  a 
case  of  general  and  unusual  interest.'  A  citizen  of  South 
Carolina  had  brought  a  suit  in  this  court  against  the. State 
of  Georgia,  Ivhich  had  refused  to  appear,  on  the.  ground 
that  being  ,a  sovereign  and  independent  State,  it  was  not 
subject  to  civil  process.  The  court  was,  of  tjourse,  com- 
pelled to  decide  on  the  validity  of  this  objection  to  its  juciB- 
diction.  The  chief  justice  pronounced  the  decision  of  the 
court  in  an  elaborate  opinion.  The  case  Was  novel,  and 
its  merits  were  to  be  tested,  not  by  precedents  and  legal 
authorities,  but  by  the  gre^t  principles  of  justice  and  con* 
stitutional  law.  It  was  also  a  case  in  which  those  wide- 
spread feeUngs  and  prejudices  in  favour  of  Sta^e  sovereignty^ 
wl^ch  had  so  nearly  prevented  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution,  were  strongly  excited,  and  would  undoubtedly 
be  roused  into  full  iictivity  should  the  judgment  of  the  court 
be  adverse  to  the  contumacious  State.  The  chief  justice 
seems  to  have  been  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  occa^ 
sion,  and  his  arguments,  if  they  did  not .  convince,  were  at 
least  never  refuted.  * 

He  investigated  the  nature  of  the  sovereignty  claimed 
by  Georgia,  and  pointed  out  its  distinction  from  the 
feudal  sovereignty' prevailing'  in  Europe,  which  is  cen- 
tred in  one  individual,,  who,  being  himself  the  source  of 
authority  and  power,  cannot  be  sued  by  his  subjects,  and 
against  whom  no  judgment  could  be  enforced.  The 
sovereignty  of  Georgia,  on  the  other  hand,  was  vested  in 
the  people,  who,  being. without  subjects  and  without  supe- 
riors, were  all  on  an  equality ;  and  hence,  when  they  were 
sued,  it  was  not  by  d  subject,  but  an  equal  possessed  of  the. 
same  rights  as  themselves.  One  free  citizen  might  sue  any 
number  of  free  citizens  in  a  corporate  capacity.  If  the 
forty  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  could 
be  compelled  to  do  justice  to  a  citizen  of  Delaware,  why 
should  the  fifty  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware be  excused  from  doing  justice  to  a  citiien  of  Philadel* 


lira   (W  MHR  JA.T. 


phi*  f  It  WBA  ajbtdtted,  that  by-  the  coqstitution  one 
might  sue  another ;  and  henee  suability  was  not  inconpatl- 
bW.  with  Sl^te.  sovereignty.  A  State,  also,  may  sue  iodi- 
nduals..  Why,  in  a  country;  where  all  are  equal,  may  Dot 
inAviduals  jqe  a  State— that  is,  all  the  citizens  of  the  State  f 

The  consthutimi  eipressty  extends  the  judicial  power  •  t& 
QOOtroTerBies  between  a  State,  and  -the  citizens  of  •twther 
8ttte,'',and  to  all  cases- "  where  a  State  shall  be  a  party."^ 
3!}vfie  expressions  do  not  imply  that. a  State  cao-^njy  be  a 
plaintiff.  The  chief  justice  admitted  that  it  would  be  .tliifi- 
Gult  to  make  the  United  Slates  a  defendant  party,  because  ' 
iw^upeidorpowerexisted  to  enforce  the  judgment;  whereas, 
in  the  case  of  a  juijgment  against  a  State,  the  court  could 
call  on  Ae  national  executive,  if  necossary,  for. aid.  "I 
vuh)"  said  he,  "  the  state  of  society  wad  bo  iar  improved, 
■ad  tt)6  science  of  government  advanced  to  svu:h  a  degree 
.  c^.  perfection;  as  that  the  whole  nation  couU|Jp  the  peace- 
aUe  course  (^  law,  be  compellable  to  dil>hi8tice,and  be 
soed  by  individual  citizens.  Tor  my  own ^■1^''  continued 
he,  **  I  am  convinced  that  the  sense  in  which  I  understand  and 
have  explained  the  words  '  controversies  between  a  State 
and  the  citizens  of  another  Slate'  is  the  true  sense.  The 
extension  of  tlie  judicial  power  of  the  Uniled'Slates  to  such 
controversies  appears  to  mc  to  be  wise,  because  it  is  honest, 
and  because  it  is  useful, 

"  It  is  honest,  because  it  provides  for  doing  justice  with- 
out respect  of  persons,  and  by  securing  individual  citizens 
as  well  as  States  in  their  respective  rights,  performs  the 
promise  which  ev^ry  free  government  .makes  to  everj'  free 
citizen  of  equal  justice  and  protection. 

"  It  is  useful,  because"  it  is  honest ;  because  it  leaves  not 
even  the  most  obscure  and  iriondless  citizen  without  the 
means  of  obtaining  justice  from  a  neighbouring  State ;  be- 
cause it  obviates  occasions  of  quarrels  between  States,  on 
account  of  the  claims  of  their  respective  citizens  ;  because 
it  recognises,  and  strongly  rests  upon  this  great  moral 
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trathy  that  jastice  is  the  same,  whether  due  from  one  man 
to  a  million,  or  from  a  million  to  one  man;  because  it 
teaches  and  greatly  appreciates  the  value  of  our  free 
republican  national  government,  which  places  all  our 
citizens  on  an  equal  footing,  and  enables  each  and  every  of 
them  to  obtain  justice,  without  any  danger  of  being  over- 
borne by  the  number  and  weight  of  their  opponents ;  and 
because  it  brings  into  action  and  enforces  this  great  and 
glorious  principle,  that  the  peo^de  are  the  sovereigns  of  this 
country,  and  consequently  that  fellow-citizens  and  joint- 
sovereigns  cannot  be  degraded  by  appearing  with  each 
other  in  their  own  courts,  to  have  their  controversies 
determined.  The  people  have  reason  to  prize  and  rejoice 
in  such  valuable  privileges,  and  they  ought  not  to  forget 
that  nothing  but  the  free  course  of  constitutional  law  and 
government  can  ensure  the  continuance  and  enjoyment  of 
them.** 

The  decision  of  the  court  instantly  aroused  that  morbid 
sensibility  on  tihe  subject  of  State  rights  which  had  opposed 
so  many  obstacles  to  the  establishment  of  the  federal 
government  A  general  alarm  v^as  felt,  or  affected,  and 
the  governors  of  several  States  brought  the  subject  before 
their  legislatures,  that  measures  might  be  taken  for  averting 
the  dangers  to  which  State  sovereignty  was  exposed. 

But  although  the  decision  was  unwelcome,  it  was  not 
easy  to  refute  the  reasons  on  which  it  was  founded,  and  the 
court  seems  to  have  escaped  censure. 

It  was  not  contended  that  the  court  had  misconstrued  the 
constitution,  but  it  was  insisted  that  the  jurisdiction  given 
by  that  instrument  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  exercised  in 
the  present  instance,  ought  to  be  revoked.  At  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  was 
proposed,  and  afterward  ratified,  declaring  that  the  judicial- 
power  of  the  court  should  not  extend  to  suits  against  a 
State,  by  a  citizen  of  another  State.  However  wise  and 
just  such  a  jurisdiction  may  be  in  theory,  it  would  certainly 
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have  been  attended  with  many  inconveniences  in  practice. 
I  Cases  would  probably  have  arisen  in  which  the  general 
C  government  would  have  wanted  either  the  power  or  the 
t  inclination  to  enforce  the  decisions  of  the  court.  A  power- 
L  l(bl  Stale  might  have  refused  to  submit  to  a  judgment  which 
I  U  regarded  as  derogatory  to  its  honour,  or  its  welfare ;  and 
[  :jt  is  not  probable  that  the  other  States  would  have  been 
I  veiling  to  incur  the  hazards  and  burdens  of  a  civil  war, 
'  Bolely  from  a  disinterested  love  of  justice. 

.  The  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  began  now  to 
'    excite  the  solicitude  of  all  who  were  anxious  to  preserve 

the  blessings  of  peace.     The  time  had  arrived  when  it 

became  necessary  for  the  government  to  decide  on  the 

course  it  would  pursue  with  regard  to  the  belligerent 
I    powers  of  Europe,  and  especially  towards  the  new  republic 

of  rVance. 

The  following  correspondence  ronderB  it  probable  that 

the  celebrated  proclamation  of  neutrality  by  Washington 

was  suggested  by  Hamilton,  then  secretary  of  the  treasury ; 

and  that  the  first  draught  of  it  was  made  by  the  chief 

justice. 

FROM   ALEXANDER   HAKILTOJif. 

"  Philadrlphis,  April  9,  1793. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  When  we  last  conversed  together  on  the  subject,  we 
were  both  ofopinion  that  the  minister  expected  from  France 
should  be  received. 

"Subsequent  circumstances  have  perhaps  induced  an 
additional  embarrassment  on  this  point,  and  render  it  ad- 
visable to  reconsider  tlie  opinion  generally,  and  to  raise  this 
further  question.  Whether  he  ought  to  be  received  absolutely 
or  vrilh  qualifications  ? 

"  The  king  has  been  decapitated.  Out  of  this  will  arise 
a  regent,  acknowledged  and  supported  by  the  powers  of 
Europe  almost  universally — in  capacity  to  act,  and  who 
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liiay  himself  send  an  ambassador  to  the  United  States. 
Should  we  in  such  case  receive  both?  If  we  receive  one 
from  the  republic  and  refuse  the  other,  shall  we  stand  on 
ground  perfectly  neutral  ? 

**  If  we  receive  a  minister  from  the  republic,  shall  we  be 
afterward  at  Uberty  to  say,  •  We  will  not  decide  whether 
there  is  a  government  in  France  competent  to  demand  from 
us  the  performance  of  the  existing  treaties?'  What  the 
government  of  France  shall  be  is  the  very  point  in  dispute. 
Till  that  is  decided,  the  appKcabilUy  of  the  treaties  is  sus- 
pended. When  that  government  is  esUiUislied^  we  shall 
consider  whether  such  changes  have  been  made  as  to  ren- 
der their  continuance  incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the 
United  States.  If  we  shall  not  have  concluded  ourselves 
by  any  act,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  have  at  least  a  right 
to  hold  the  thing  suspended.  Till  the  point  in  dispute  is 
decided,  I  doubt  whether  we  could  bona  fde  dispute  the 
ultimate  obligation  of  the  treaties.  Will  the  unqualified 
reception  of  ajninister  conclude  us?  If  it  wiU,  ought  we 
80  to  conclude  ourselves  ? 

^  Ought  we  not  rather  to  refuse  receivingy  or  to  receive 
with  qualification ;  declaring  that  we  receive  the  person  as 
the  representative  of  the  government,  infact^  of  the  French 
nation,  reserving  to  ourselves  a  right  to  consider  the  appli- 
cability of  the  treaties  to  the  actual  situation  of  the  parties  ? 

^'  These  are  questions  which  require  our  utmost  wisdom* 
I  would  give  a  great  deal  for  a  personal  discussion  with 
you.  Imprudent  things  have  been  already  done,  which 
render  it  proportionably  important  that  every  succeeding 
step  should  be  well  considered. 

**  With  true  attachment, 

^  I  am,  dear  sir, 
^  Your  obedient  servantt 

"*  A.  Haxiltor.'' 
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FHOM    AI-EXANDEB   UAMILTOH. 

"  Pluladelphia,  April  Slh,  1793. 
"  My  dear  Sir. 
"  I  have  already  written  you  by  this  post.     A  iurther 
question  occui-s — Would  not  a  proclamation  prohibiting 
our  citizens  from  taking  commissions  on  either   side  be 
proper  ? 

"  Would  it  be  well  that  it  should  include  a  declaration  of 
neutrality  t  If  you  think  the  measure  prudent,  could  you 
draught  such  a  thing  as  you  would  deem  proper  ?  I  vdah 
much  you  could. 

"  Truly,  as  ever, 

"  A.  H41PXTOW." 

*'  TO   ALBXAHDBB   HAMILTON. 

"New-York,  tllhAprU.  IT93. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  letters  of  the  9th  instant  were  this  day  delivered 
to  me,  as  I  was  preparing  to  go  out  of  town.  The  subject 
of  them  is  important  1  have  not  time  to  judge  decidedly 
on  some  of  the  points.  The  enclosed  will  show  what  my 
present  ideas  of  a  proclamation  are — it  is  hastily  drawn — 
it  says  nothing  about  treaties — it  speaks  of  neutrality,  but 
avoids  the  expression,  because  in  this  country  often  asso- 
ciated  with  others.  I  shall  be  at  Philadelphia  in  my  way 
to  Richmond.  I  think  it  better  at  present  that  too  little 
should  be  said  than  too  much.  I  would  not  receive  any 
minister  from  a  regent  until  he  was  regent  de  facto ;  and 
therefore  I  think  such  intention  should  be  inferable  from 
the  proclamation.  Let  us  do  every  thing  that  may  be  right 
to  avoid  war;  and  if,  without  our  fault,  we  should  be 
involved  in  it,  there  will  be  little  room  for  apprehensions 
about  the  issue. 

"  It  is  happy  for  us  that  we  have  a  president  who  will  do 
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BOtfaing  rashly,  and  who  regards  his  own  interest  as  insep- 
arable fix>m  the  public  good* 

**  Yours,  sincerely, 

**  John  Jay." 

\  On  the  22d  April  the  proclamation  was  issued.  It  was 
more  concise  than  the  one  prepared  by  Mr.  Jay,  but,  like 
that,  omitted  the  word  neutrality.  The  murmurs  and 
disgust  which  this  measure  occasioned,  evinced  its  necessity 
and  wisdom. 

The  party  which,  under  the  denomination  of  anti-fed^* 
ralists,  had  opposed  the  establishment  of  the  federal  goT^ 
emment,  arrayed  themselves  with  few  exceptions  against 
the  prominent  measures  of  Washington's  administration* 
The  French  revolution,  and  the  sympathy  it  excited  in  the 
United  States,  afforded  this  party  an  opportunity  that  was 
not  neglected,  of  accusing  the  government  of  lukewarm* 
ness,  if  not  hostility,  towards  their  ancient  allies,  now  con- 
tending with  the  despots  of  Europe  for  liberty  and  repub- 
lican institutions. 

The  zeal  of  this  party,  which  had  now  assumed  the 
appellation  of  republican^  received  a  new  and  powerful 
impulse  on  the  arrival  of  Genet,  as  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  the  United  States  from  the  French  republic 

The  secret  object  of  Genet's  mission,  as  it  afterward 
appeared  on  the  publication  of  his  instructions,  was  to  in- 
volve the  United  States  in  a  war  with  England,  and  thus 
to  effect  a  diversion  in  behalf  of  his  own  country.  These 
instructions  were  given  to  a  willing  agent.  Genet  landed 
at  Charleston  the  8th  April,  and  began  immediately  to  dis- 
tribute naval  and  military  commissions,  with  which  he  had 
been  abundantly  provided  by  his  employers.  Having  thus 
insulted  the  sovereignty  and  compromited  the  neutrally 
of  the  United  States,  he  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  by  the  republican  party. 
The  day  after  his  arrival,  and  before  he  had  presented  hit 
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credentials  and  beeo  acknowledged  by  tlie  president,  he  was 
inrited  to  a  grand  "  republican  dinner,"  at  which  the  com- 
pany united  in  singing  the  Marseillois  hymn.  A  deputation 
of  French  sailors  presented  themselves,  and  were  received 
hy  the  guests  with  "  the  fraternal  embrace."  The  table 
■was  decorated  with  the  "  tree  of  liberty,"  and  a  red  cap, 
called  the  "  cap  of  Lberty,"  was  placed  on  the  head  of  the 
minister,  and  from  his  travelled  in  succession  from  head 
to  head  around  the  table. 

Genet,  imboldeaed  by  the  support  of  his  partisans,  and 
the. 'interest  generally  felt  in  behalf  of  the  success  of  the 
French  revolution,  proceeded  in  executing  his  instructions. 
Privateers  were  fitted  out  in  American  ports,  under  com- 
1  furnished  by  the  minister,  to  prey  upon  British 
;  and  French  consuls  held  courts  of  admiralty 
for  the  condemnation  and  sale  of  prizes,  and  several  British 
vessels  were  captured  even  within  the  waters  of  tlie  United 
States. 

During  these  proceedings,  the  Circuit  Court  was  held  at 
Richmond  by  the  chief  justice,  who  in  his  charge  to  the 
grand  jury,  csplained  the  obligations  of  the  United  States 
as  a  neutral  nation, and  directed  the  jury  to  present  all  per- 
sons within  their  district,  guilty  of  violating  the  laws  of 
nations  with  respect  to  any  of  the  belligerent  powers.  The 
charge  was  well  calculated  to  strengthen  the  government, 
by  letting  the  public  perceive  that  the  Supreme  Court 
would  fearlessly  discharge  its  duty,  in  punishing  acts  for- 
bidden by  the  neutral  position  of  the  nation- 
Genet,  however,  regardless  alike  of  the  opinions  of  courts, 
the  proclamation  of  the  president,  and  the  remonstrances 
of  the  government,  persevered  in  preparing  and  directing 
within  the  United  States,  both  naval  and  military  operations 
against  the  enemies  of  France.  His  rash  and  extravagant 
conduct  must  be  imputed  to  liis  belief  that  the  people  of 
this  country  were  prepared  to  side  with  him  in  his  contro- 
versy with  the  president  of  their  choice,  the  beloved  and 
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revered  patriot  who  had  led  them  to  victory  and  independ- 
ence. His  mistake  must  not  be  ascribed  solely  to  vanity. 
It  no  doubt  originated  in  a  great  degree  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  a  party  opposed  to  the  administration, 
and  ready  to  second  his  views,  and  from  an  erroneous  esti- 
mate of  its  strength  and  influence. 

The  proclamation  of  neutrality  was  denounced  in  the 
democratic  papers,  as  an  unconstitutional  assumption  of 
power  on  the  part  of  Washington,  and  he  was  charged 
with  an  intention  to  join  the  league  of  kings  against  France. 
The  minister  himself,  while  insulting  the  government,  was 
courted  and  caressed  by  the  opposition,  and  his  conduct 
vindicated  in  the  public  journals. 

A  paper  in  Philadelphia,  whose  editor  was  employed  in 
the  department  of  state  under  Mr.  Jefferson,  contained  the 
following : 

**  The  minister  of  France,  I  hope,  will  act  with  firmness 
and  spirit.  The  people  are  his  friends,  or  the  friends  of 
France,  and  he  will  have  nothing  to  apprehend ;  for,  as  yet^ 
the  people  are  the  sovereign  of  the  United  States.  Too 
much  complacency  is  an  injury  done  to  his  cause,  for,  as 
every  advantage  is  already  taken  of  France  (not  by  the 
people)  y  further  condescension  may  lead  to  fiirther  abuse. 
If  one  of  the  leading  features  of  our  government  is  pusil* 
lanimity,  when  the  British  lion  shows  his  teeth,  let  France 
and  her  minister  act  as  becomes  the  dignity  of  their  cause, 
and  the  honour  and  faith  of  nations." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  with  such  encouragements  (xenety 
on  receiving  an  intimation  from  the  government  that  force 
would,  if  necessary,  be  used  to  prevent  a  French  privateer, 
illegally  armed,  from  putting  to  sea,  ventured  to  declare 
that  he  ''  would  appeal  from  the  president  to  the  people.^ 
This  threat,  which  could  only  intend  a  physical  resistance 
to  the  constituted  authorities,  by  means  of  a  mob,  was 
reported  to  the  chief  justice  and  Mr.  King,  at  Philadelphia. 
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On  the  12th  August,  these  gentlemen  published  in  New- 
York,  the  following  note: 

"Messrs.  Pbiktebb, 
"Certain  lale  publications  render  it  proper  for  us  to 
authorize  you  to  infomi  the  public,  that  a  report  having 
reached  this  city  from  Philadelphia,  that  Mr,  Genet,  the 
French  minister,  had  said  he  would  appeal  to  the  people 
from  certain  decisions  of  the  president,  we  were  asked  on 
our  return  from  that  place  whether  he  had  made  such  a 
declaration ;  we  answered  that  he  had,  and  we  also  men- 
tioned it  to  others,  authorizing  them  to  say  that  we  had  so 
informed  them. 

"JoHK  Jay. 

"  Rdtts  Kimo." 

We  might  naturally  suppose,  that  the  fact  thus  an- 
nounced and  authenticated  would  have  excited  a  general 
burst  of  indignation  against  the  arrogant  foreigner,  who  had 
dared  to  insult  the  nation,  in  the  person  of  its  venerated 
chief;  but  wath  the  republican  party,  the  indignation  caused 
by  the  note  was  directed  only  against  its  authors.  "  As  if," 
to  use  the  language  of  the  biographer*  of  Washington,  "  no 
sin  could  equal  the  crime  of  disclosing  to  the  people  a  truth, 
which,  by  inducing  reflection,  might  check  the  flood  of  that 
passion  for  France,  which  was  deemed  to  be  the  surest  test 
of  patriotism ;  the  darkest  motives  were  as^gned  for  the 
disclosure,  and  the  reputation  of  those  who  made  it  could 
be  rescued  only  by  a  lapse  of  years,  and  a  change  of  the 
subjects  of  controversy,  from  the  peculiar  party  odium  with 
which  they  were  at  the  time  overwhelmed." 

The  democratic  papers  immediately  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  French  minister,  and  with  singular  inconsistency 
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maintained  that  the  testimony  of  the  chief  justice,  and  of 
Mr.  King,  then  a  senator  in  Congress,  was  insufficient  to 
establish  the  charge  they  had  made  against  G^net ;  and  that 
the  charge,  if  true,  involved  no  criminality. 

^ Is  the  president,"  it  was  asked,  ''a  consecrated  character, 
that  an  appeal  from  his  decisions  must  be  considered 
criminal?  Or  are  the  people  in  such  a  state  of  degradationp 
that  to  speak  of  consulting  them,  is  an  offence  as  great  as  if 
America  groaned  under  a  dominion  equally  tyrannical  with 
the  old  monarchy  of  France  ?** 

The  bitterness  with  which  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  King  were 
assailed  by  the  partisans  of  Genet,  evinced  their  conscious- 
ness of  the  injury  their  cause  had  sustained  from  the  dis- 
closure. But  although  Genet's  influence  gradually  declined 
fix>m  this  time,  and  was  finally  extinguished  by  his  recall, 
the  objects  at  which  he  had  aimed,  an  alliance  with  France 
and  a  war  with  England,  were  still  pursued  with  ardour 
by  a  numerous  party.  The  conduct  of  England  fiivoured 
the  views  of  this  party.  British  garrisons  still  held  no  leu 
than  eight  posts  on  the  frontiers,  and  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States ;  in  open  and  avowed  vidation  of  the 
treaty  of  peace.  The  officers  commanding  these  posts 
excluded  American  citizens  from  the  navigation  of  the 
great  lakes,  and  claimed  authority  over  all  who  resided 
within  the  vicinity  of  the  forts.  Nor  had  any  compensation 
yet  been  made  for  the  negroes  carried  away  by  the  Britidi 
fleet,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  To  these  causes  of 
complaint,  others  had  recently  been  added.  On  the  8th 
June,  an  order  of  council  had  been  issued,  directing  that  all 
vessels  carrying  grain  or  flour  to  France,  or  to  ports  occu- 
pied by  French  troops,  should  be  captured  and  sent  into  a 
British  port,  where  the  cargoes  were  to  be  purchased  for 
the  government,  unless  security  should  be  given  that  they 
would  be  landed  in  some  country  at  peace  with  England. 
The  folly  of  this  order  was  equalled  only  by  its  injustice. 
It  was  intended  by  afflicting  France  with  ftmine,  to  dispose 
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bcr  lo  peace ;  but  seldom  lias  any  means  been  used  less 
adapted  to  the  end  proposed.  Of  the  bread-gtufls  imported 
into  France,  much  the  larger  jxirlion  was  derived  from  the 
United  States ;  and  yet  it  was  ascertained,  on  inquiry,  that 
tWs  portion  was  insufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  nation  for 
even  three  weeks  1  At  the  same  time,  so  gross  an  outrage 
on  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  was  far  more  likely  to 
increase  the  allies  of  France,  than  to  oppose  the  slightest 
obstacle  to  the  progress  of  her  arms.  On  the  6th  Novem- 
ber, another  order  still  more  exceptionable  appeared.  By 
this  order  the  British  cruisers  were  directed  to  capture  and 
Bend  home  for  "  legal  adjudication,"  all  vessels  carrying 
supplies  to  any  French  colony,  or  laden  with  its  produce. 

Great  Britain  also  claimed  a  right,  which,  although  less 
questionable  than  many  of  her  other  pretensions,  was 
attended  in  its  exercise  with  abuses  that  necessarily  ren- 
■dered  it  odious.  The  English  naval  commanders,  under 
the  pretence  of  looking  for  and  impressing  Englisli  sailors, 
frequently  subjected  American  vessels  to  vexatious  searches 
St  sea,  and  sometimes  deprived  them  of  a  part  of  their 
crews  under  the  suspicion,  whether  real  or  affected,  of 
being  British  subjects. 

1794.]  The  numerous  seizures  of  American  vessels, 
under  the  British  orders,  naturally  and  justly  excited  gene- 
ral irritation  throughout  the  country.  This  irritation  was 
zealously  inflamed  by  the  partisans  of  France,  who  saw  in 
the  conduct  of  the  court  of  London  a  favourable  oppor- 
tnnity  for  effecting  an  alliance  between  the  two  republics. 
Uence  it  happened,  that  the  language  in  which  the  popular 
-complaints  were  uttered,  instead  of  being  that  of  calm  and 
digniJictl  remonstrance,  inspired  by  confidence  in  the  ability 
and  inclination  of  their  government  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
nation,  was  too  generally  inflammatory  and  indecent ;  and 
almost  as  disrespectful  to  the  national  administiation  as  it 
was  to  the  British  sovereign.  The  democratic  clubs,  and 
the  papers  in  their  interests,  were  loud  in  their  calls  upon 


Um  OF  JOHN  JAY.  S07 

the  government  to  depart  from  its  pusillanimous  system  of 
neutralityy  and  to  make  common  cause  with  the  French 
republic  against  the  tyrant  of  England,  the  natural  enemy 
of  all  republics. 

In  the  mean  time,  Congress  was  neither  insensible  to  the 
wrongs  of  their  country,  nor  indisposed  to  redress  them ; 
but  a  diversity  of  opinion  existed  as  to  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued.  The  party  in  Congress  opposed  to  the 
administration  recommended  an  increase  of  duties  on  the 
manu&ctures  of  such  nations  as  had  no  commercial  treaties 
with  the  United  States,  and  to  reduce  them  in  favour  of  all 
other  nations.  The  real  object  of  this  proposition  was  to 
burden  the  ccwnmerce  of  England,  and  to  give  a  bounty  on 
that  of  France.  By  the  federal  party,  this  mode  of  retalia* 
ting  the  aggressions  of  England  was  resisted  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  interests  and  the  dignity  of  the  nation, 
and  advantageous  to  France  alone.  They  insisted,  that 
if  Great  Britain  could  not  be  induced  by  negotiation  to 
abandon  her  unjust  pretensions,  an  appeal  ought  to  be 
made  to  arms,  anJ  not  to  commercial  restrictions.  A  vote 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  indicated,  however,  a 
small  majority  in  favour  of  the  latter  resort.  In  the  mean 
time  the  perils  to  which  American  commerce  was  exposed 
were  so  imminent,  that  the  government  was  induced  on  the 
26th  March  to  lay  an  embargo  for  thirty  days  on  all  vessds 
bound  to  foreign  ports.  The  House  of  Representatives 
also  took  measures  for  increasing  the  regular  military  force, 
and  for  organizing  80,000  militia.  The  next  step  taken  on 
the  part  of  the  majority  in  this  house,  was  a  proposition  to 
sequester  all  debts  due  from  American  citizens  to  Britirii 
subjects ;  and  from  these  debts  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the 
indemnification  of  such  as  had  suffered  from  British  spolia- 
tions. This  proposition  was  of  course  opposed  by  all  who 
entertained  a  proper  respect  for  national  faith  and  honour. 
Its  discussion,  however,  was  interrupted  by  the  introduction 
of  another  project,  which  was  a  resolution  to  suspend  all  com^' 
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mercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  lill  she  should  make 
full  compensation  for  the  losses  sustained  under  her  orders 
in  council ;  and  until  she  should  surrender  the  posts  agree- 
ably to  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Thus  were  the  relations  between  the  two  countries 
rapidly  approaching  to  a  state  of  open  hostility  j  but  their 
progress  was  still  too  slow  to  satisfy  those  who  were  im- 
patient lor  a  closer  connexion  with  France.  The  minority 
in  Congress  were  denounced  as  a  British  faction,  seeking  to 
.  impose  chains  on  their  country,  and  even  the  majority 
were  reproached  for  want  of  energj'  and  decision. 

Washington,  who,  in  pm-suing  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try, was  never  enticed  nor  driven  from  his  path  by  popu- 
lar applause  or  clamour,  concurred  in  opinion  with  the 
minority  in  Congress.  With  them,  he  wished  either  an 
honourable  peace  or  an  open  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and 
while  he  regarded  some  of  the  proposed  measures  as  irri- 
tating but  inefficient,  he  must  have  condemned  others  as 
derogatory  to  the  national  character. 

That  a  war  with  England  would  necessarily  check  the 
unexampled  prosperity  of  the  nation,  throw  her  into  the 
arms  of  France,  and  expose  her  institutions,  manners,  and 
morals  to  the  influence  of  that  revolutionary  phrensy  which 
had  caused  so  much  crime  and  misery  in  the  sister  republic, 
were  truths  too  obvious  to  escape  the  attention  of  minds 
far  less  discerning  than  that  of  the  president.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  equally  obvious,  that  under  existing  circum- 
Btances,  peace  with  Englaod  could  not  be  much  longer  pre- 
served, except  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  rights,  property,  and 
honour  of  the  country. 

At  this  juncture  the  chief  justice  was  called  to  Phila- 
delphia, by  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  little  antici- 
pating or  desu'ing  the  new  honours  and  toils  which  awaited 
him.  Always  inclined  to  nu-al  pleasures  and  occupations, 
he  had  resolved  to  leave  ilie  city  of  Xew-York,  and  to 
erect  on  his  estate  at  Bedford  a  dwelling-house,  for  the  ac- 
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commodation  of  himself  and  family.  Here  he  designed  to 
employ  his  intervals  of  leisure  in  superintending  the  educa- 
tion of  his  children,  and  in  improving  and  embellishing  his 
farm.  The  subjoined  extracts  from  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Jay 
refer  to  this  plan. 

<'  Philadelphia,  9th  April,  1794. 

"I  arrived  here  on  Monday  evening;  and  yesterday 
dined  with  the  president.  The  question  of  war  or  peace 
seems  to  be  as  much  in  suspense  here  as  in  New- York 
when  I  left  you.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  peace 
will  continue,  but  should  not  be  surprised  if  war  should 
take  place.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  it  will  be  best  to 
be  ready  for  the  latter  event  in  every  respect." 

"  lOth  April,  1794. 

''  The  aspect  of  the  times  is  such,  that  prudential  arrange- 
ments calculated  on  the  prospect  of  war  should  not  be 
neglected,  nor  too  long  postponed.  Peace  or  war  appears 
to  me  a  question  which  cannot  be  solved.  Unless  things 
should  take  a  turn  in  the  mean  time,  I  think  it  will  be  best 
on  my  return  to  push  our  affairs  at  Bedford  briskly. 
There  is  much  irritation  and  agitation  in  this  town,  and  in 
Congress.  Great  Britain  has  acted  unwisely  and  unjustly ; 
and  there  is  some  danger  of  our  acting  intemperately." 

Washington  determined  to  make  one  effort  more  to 
avert  from  his  country  the  evils  of  war ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose to  send  a  special  envoy  t(\  England,  to  try  what  could 
be  effected  by  temperate  and  honest,  but  firm  remon- 
strances. Between  himself  and  Mr.  Jay^  the  most  con- 
fidential and  uninterrupted  intercourse  had  subsisted  from 
an  early  period  in  the  revolutionary  war.  To  the  chief 
justice  the  president  now  turned  in  this  moment  of  painful 
anxiety,  and  urged  upon  his  friend  the  acceptance  of  the 
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muROD.  The  following  letters  show  on  what  grooidb  his 
content  was  given,  and  how  little  the  appointmenl  was 
eo¥eted  by  himself  or  &mily. 

"to  MRS.   JAY. 

•«  PhUadelphia,  15Ui  Apnl,  17M. 

"Mt  dear  Sallt, 

^  I  was  this  evening  favoured  with  yours  of  die  14th. 
It  is  now  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  and  I  am  just 
returned  from  court.  I  expect,  my  dear  Sally,  to  see  you 
sooner  than  we  expected.  There  is  here  a  serious  deter- 
mination to  send  me  to  England,  if  possible  to  avert  a  war. 
The  object  is  so  interesting  to  our  country,  and  the  combi- 
nation of  circumstances  such,  that  I  find  myself  in  a  dilemma 
between  personal  considerations  and  public  ones.  Nothing 
'  can  be  much  more  distant  from  every  wish  on  my  own 
account  I  feel  the  impulse  of  duty  strongly,  and  it  is 
probable  that  if  on  the  investigation  I  am  now  making,  my 
mind  should  be  convinced  that  it  is  my  duty  to  go,  you  will 
join  with  me  in  thinking  that  on  an  occasion  so  important, 
I  ought  to  follow  its  dictates,  and  commit  myself  to  the  care 
and  kindness  of  that  Providence,  in  which  we  have  both 
the  highest  reason  to  repose  the  most  absolute  confidence. 
This  is  not  of  my  seeking ;  on  the  contrary,  I  regard  it  as 
a  measure,  not  to  be  desired,  but  to  be  submitted  to. 

"  A  thousand  reflections  crowd  into  my  mind,  and  a  thou- 
sand emotions  into  my  heart.  I  must  remember  my 
motto,  Deo  duce  perseverandum.  The  knowledge  I  have 
of  your  sentiments  on  these  subjects  affords  me  conso- 
lation. 

"  If  the  nomination  should  take  place,  it  will  be  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  and  then  it  will  appear  in  the  papers ; 
in  the  mean  time  say  nothing  on  the  subject,  for  it  is  not 
impossible  that  the  business  may  take  another  turn,  though 
I  confess  I  do  not  expect  it  will. 
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**  My  dear^ear  Sally,  this  letter  will  make  you  as  grave 
as  I  am  myself;  but  when  we  consider  how  many  reasons 
we  have  for  resignation  and  acquiescence,  I  flatter  myself 
that  we  both  shall  become  composed. 

^  If  it  should  please  Grod  to  make  me  instrumental  to  the 
continuance  of  peace,  and  in  preventing  the  effusion  of 
blood  and  other  evils  and  miseries  incident  to  war,  we  shall 
both  have  reason  to  rejoice.  Whatever  may  be  the  event, 
the  endeavour  will  be  virtuous,  and  consequently  consola- 
tory. Let  us  repose  unlimited  trust  in  our  Maker ;  it  is 
our  business  to  adore  and  to  obey.  My  love  to  the  children. 
**  With  very  sincere  and  tender  affection, 

**  I  am,  my  dear  Sally,  ever  yours, 

**JoHN  Jay. 

*'  P.S.  It  is  supposed  that  the  object  of  my  mission  may 
be  completed  in  time  to  return  in  the  fall.'* 

''TO   MRS.   JAT. 

•«  PhUadelphia,  19th  April,  1794. 

''My  dear  Sally, 
"  I  refer  you  to  the  two  last  letters  which  I  wrote  to  you 
this  week.  It  was  expected  that  the  Senate  would  yester- 
day have  decided  on  the  nomination  of  an  ent)oy  to  the 
court  of  London,  but  measures  respecting  the  embargo  oc- 
cupied them  through  the  day.  To-day  that  business  is  to  be 
resumed,  and  you  shall  have  the  earliest  notice  of  the  result. 
So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  my  feelings  are  very, 
very  far  from  exciting  wishes  for  its  taking  place.  No 
appointment  ever  operated  more  unpleasantly  upon  me; 
but  the  public  considerations  which  were  urged,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  pressed,  strongly  impressed  me 
with  a  conviction  that  to  refuse  it  would  be  to  desert  my 
duty  for  the  sake  of  my  ease  and  domestic  concerns  and 
comforts.     I  derive  some  consolation  from  the  prospect 
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tfast  my  absence  will  not  be  or  long  continuAnce,  and  that 
the  same  Providence  which  has  hitherto  preaerred  me  will 
still  be  pleased  to  accompany  and  restore  me  to  you  aitd 
our  dear  little  family. 

"  The  court  has  unceasingly  engrossed  my  time.  We  did 
not  adjourn  until  nine  last  night.  I  feel  &tigued  in  body  aad 
mind.  But  reflections  of  tiiis  kind  are  not  to  be  indulged ;  I 
must  endeavour  to  sustain  with  propriety  the  part  assigned 
me,  and  meet  with  composure  and  fortitude  whatever  disa- 
greeable events  may  occur  to  counteract  my  wishes  or  in- 
crease my  task.  I  shall  have  rest  in  time,  and  for  that  rest 
I  will  not  cease  to  prepare.  I  am  very  anxious  to  be  with 
you  ;  and  tlie  moment  the  preparat(»7  measures  here  will 
permit,  I  shall  set  out. 

"  My  love  to  the  children ;  and  believe  me  to  be  unalter- 
ably and  affectionately  yours, 

"JoHK  Jay." 

"to  MRS,   JAY, 

"  Sundsj  evening,  SOth  April,  1794. 
"My  dear  Sally, 

"  I  this  moment  received  yours  by  General  Schuyler. 
As  yet  I  have  not  seen  liim.  It  found  me  alone,  and  not  a 
little  pensive.  Your  own  feelings  will  best  suggest  an  idea 
of  mine.  God's  will  be  done  ;  to  him  I  resign — in  him  I 
confide ;  do  the  like ;  any  other  philosophy  applicable  to 
this  occasion  is  delusive — away  with  it  Your  indisposi- 
tion affects  me.     Resist  despondency ;  hope  for  the  best. 

"  Yesterday  the  Senate  approved  of  the  nomination  by  a 
great  majority,  Mr.  Burr  was  among  the  few  who  opposed 
it.  I  have  hopes  that  our  friend,  Mr.  Trumbull,  will  con- 
sent to  go  as  secretary.  To-morrow  the  preparations  for 
despatching  me  will  begin ;  when  they  will  be  completed, 
BO  as  to  admit  of  my  leaving  this  place,  I  cannot  yet  decide. 
I  am  exceedingly  impatient  to  set  out  for  New- York. 
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"God  bless  and  preserve  you  all.  Be  assured  that  I 
shall  never  cease  to  be, 

"  My  dear  Sally, 
**  Your  very  affectionate  husband, 

"JoHw  Jay." 

FROM   MRS.   JAY. 

"  Ncw-York,  22d  April,  1794. 

*'My  dear  Mr.  Jay, 

"  Yesterday  I  received  your  two  kind  letters  of  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  I  do  indeed  judge  of  your  feelings  by  my 
own,  and  for  that  reason  forebore  writing  while  under  the 
first  impression  of  surprise  and  grief. 

"  Your  superiority  in  fortitude,  as  well  as  every  other 
virtue,  I  am  aware  of;  yet  I  know  too  well  your  tenderness 
for  your  family  to  doubt  the  pangs  of  separation.  Your 
own  conflicts  are  suflicient ;  they  need  not  be  augmented 
by  the  addition  of  mine.  Never  was  I  more  sensible  of  the 
absolute  ascendency  you  have  over  my  heart.  When, 
almost  in  despair,  I  renounced  the  hope  of  domestic  bliss, 
your  image  in  my  breast  seemed  to  upbraid  me  with  adding 
to  your  trials.  That  idea  alone  roused  me  from  my  de- 
spondency. I  resumed  the  charge  of  my  family,  and  even 
dare  hope  that,  by  your  example,  I  shall  be  enabled  to  look 
up  to  that  Divine  Protector  from  whom  we  have  indeed  ex- 
perienced the  most  merciful  guardianship. 

"  The  children  continue  well.  They  were  exceedingly 
affected  when  they  received  the  tidings,  and  entreated  me 
to  endeavour  to  dissuade  you  from  accepting  an  appoint- 
ment that  subjects  us  to  so  painful  a  separation. 

"  Farewell,  my  best  beloved. 

"  Your  wife  till  death, 

''  And  after  that  a  ministering  spirit.'' 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  Jay  was  strenuously  opposed  in 
the  Senate.     It  interfered  with  the  views  of  those  who 
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desired  a  war  with  England,  and  a  closer  connexion  with 
France.  The  appointment,  it  was  contended,  compromiled 
the  independence  of  the  judicial  department,  by  teaching 
the  judges  to  aspire  1o  executive  favours ;  and  the  proposed 
envoy,  it  was  asserted,  had  by  his  vindication  of  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain,  whiie  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  evinced 
his  unfitness  for  the  duty  now  intrusted  to  him.  The  nom- 
ination was  confirmed  by  a  vote  of  18  to  8, 

The  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  there  was  a 
■nail  majority  against  the  administration,  determined  if 
]>ossibte  to  render  the  mission  to  England  abortive.  Two 
days  after  the  appointment  of  the  envoy  the  House  re- 
solved that  from  the  first  of  November  ensuing,  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  at!  articles  of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ought 
to  be  prohibited.  A  bill  to  this  effect  was  accordingly  in- 
troduced and  passed ;  but  was  rejected  in  the  Senate,  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  vice-president.  Had  a  measure  so 
irritating  and  offensive  been  adopted,  the  conciliatory 
efforts  of  IWr.  Jay  would  in  all  probability  have  been  un- 
availing, and  the  failure  of  his  negotiation  must  have  inevi- 
tably been  succeeded  by  war. 

An  attempt  was  soon  after  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  in  the 
Senate  to  suspend  by  law  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
which  secured  to  British  creditors  the  right  of  recovering 
in  the  United  States  their  honest  debts.  This  proposal  to 
wrest  from  innocent  individuals  a  right  founded  in  common 
justice,  and  guarantied  by  the  national  faith,  was  sup- 
ported by  only  two  senators.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Monroe  to 
mention  that  he  acted  under  instructions  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia  ! 

The  critical  situation  of  the  country  urged  the  speedy 
departure  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  on  the  12th  May  he  embarked 
at  New- York,  accompanied  by  hia  eldest  son,  and  by  Col. 
Trumbull  as  his  secretary.     About  a  thousand  of  his  fellow- 
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citizens  attended  him  to  the  ship ;  thus  testifying  their  reqpect 
for  the  envoy,  and  their  interest  in  his  mission. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Jay, 
sent  the  next  day  by  the  return  of  the  pilot-boat  :— 

^  I  have  seen  this  day's  newspapers,  and  the  Philadelphia 
democratic  resolutions  published  in  them.  They  give  m« 
no  concern,  and  I  hope  they  wiU  be  equally  indifferent  to 
you.  The  less  you  say  on  such  subjects,  the  less  you  will 
flatter  the  importance  of  those  who  may  not  wish  us  welL 
We  have  the  prospect  of  a  good  voyage,  but  it  would  be  ii^ 
finitely  less  disagreeable  if  it  was  towards,  instead  of  beixig 
from  you  and  our  children  and  friends.  I  look  forward  to 
that  pleasure,  and  sincerely  hope  and  pray  that  a  kind  Pro- 
vidence will  so  order  events,  that  my  return  be  not  pro- 
tracted beyond  the  time  we  contemplate.  Kiss  our  little 
ones  for  me.  Once  more  farewell : — and  that  the  Author 
and  Giver  of  all  consolation  may  be  and  remain  with  you 
and  them  for  ever,  will  not  cease  to  be  the  prayer  of 

^  Your  very  affectionate  husband, 

^JoHN  Jay." 

The  resolutions  alluded  to  in  this  letter  consisted  of  an 
inflammatory  denunciation,  by  the  Philadelphia  democratic 
society,  both  of  the  mission  and  the  minister.  The  efforts 
made  at  this  period,  by  the  democratic  societies  in  the 
United  States,  to  destroy  the  confidence  reposed  in  the 
patriotism  and  integrity  of  Washington,  and  to  counteract 
the  measures  of  his  administration,  render  their  origin,  char- 
acter, and  designs  an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry. 

The  Jacobin  club  of  Paris  was  established  at  a  time  when 
the  revolution  had  prostrated  all  legitimate  government, 
and  had  invested  the  mob,  under  the  name  of  ^  the  sove- 
reign people,"  with  the  privilege  of  murdering  and  plunder- 
ing at  pleasure.  This  club  numbered  among  its  members 
and  leaders  Robespierre,  Danton,  Marat,  Collot  d'J 
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Santerre,  aud  indeed  almoal  all  the  ferocious  demagogues 
who  in  succession  acquired  ihe  ijowerofsacrificing  the  liber- 
ties and  lives  of  their  countrymen  to  their  own  unhallowed 
passions.  The  Jacobin  club  claimed  to  be  the  great  chain* 
pion  of  the  rights  of  the  people ;  and  care  was  taken  that 
none  should  be  admitted  whose  nerves  or  consciences  might 
shrink  from  tlie  means,  by  which  it  was  determined  those 
lights  should  be  protected.  Hence  the  club  never  con- 
tained, it  is  said,  more  than  eighteen  hundred  members, 
who  were  admitted  by  ballot.  This  number,  scattered 
through  Paris,  was  sufficient  to  disseminate  the  doctrines 
and  views  of  their  leaders,  while  it  was  not  too  unwieldy 
to  be  subjected  to  the  necessary  discipline.  But  what  was 
wanting  in  the  number  of  its  members  was  amply  com- 
pensated by  the  multitude  of  its  affiliated  clubs,  dispersed 
through  France,  and  amounting  lo  not  less  than  two  thou- 
sand. With  these  the  parent  club  maintained  an  active 
correspondence,  and,  through  their  co-operation,  exercised 
a  most  relentless  and  appalling  despotism. 

A  few  days  after  Genei's  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  the 
"  Pennsylvania  Democratic  Society"  was  organized  in  that 
city.  Its  constitution  was  ci  la  mode  de  Paris,  and  an  invi- 
tation was  held  forth  for  the  formation  of  aHihaled  societies 
throughout  the  Union.  The  invitation  was  not  given  in 
vain :  democratic  societies  started  into  being  in  almost 
every  section  of  ihe  Union  ;  all  professing  the  same  object, 
— the  rescue  of  the  people  from  the  oppression  and  corrup- 
tion of  their  rulers. 

The  Charleston  society  forwarded  a  petition  to  the  Paris 
club,  praying  for  the  honour  of  adoption.  The  request  was 
opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  Americans  were  undeserv- 
ing such  a  favour,  as  they  had  not  yet  shed  their  blood  in 
the  cause  of  France.  The  society,  however,  found  an 
advocate  in  the  notorious  Collol  d'Herbois,  who  contended 
that  the  desired  honour  would  have  a  tendency  to  induce 
the  Americans  to  discharge  the  obligation. 
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No  associations  could  have  been  more  completely  sub- 
versive of  the  principles  of  a  representative  government 
than  these  societies,  formed  as  they  were  for  the  express 
purpose  of  controlling  the  deliberations  and  measures  of  the 
constituted  authorities.     Had  they  been  assemblies  of  the 
people  convened  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  their  rulers, 
their  decisions  might  have  claimed  the  respect  due  to  an 
expression  of  the  public  sentiment     But  far  from  opening 
their  doors  to  the  public,  these  societies  carefully  excluded, 
by  the  ballot,  every  individual  whose  republicanism  did  not 
rise  to  the  degree  which  they  chose  to  make  the  standard 
of  true  patriotism.     Hence,  while  pretending  to  express  the 
VOICE  OF  THB  PEOPLE,  they  were  frequently  acting  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  community  in 
which^they  happened  to  be  established.     The  authority  at 
which    they   aimed   was    arbitrary    and    unconstitutional 
in  the  extreme.     Self-elected,  and  having  in  no   respect 
a  representative  character,  they  attempted  to  control  the 
government;    and  their  resolves,  passed   in   secret  con- 
clave, were   sent   forth  as  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
every  resistance  to  their  mandates  was  denounced  as  a 
crime  against  republicanism.     Had  these  irresponsible  so- 
cieties  acquired   the  power  at  which   they  grasped,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  have  been  virtually 
subjected  to   a  tyrannical  oligarchy,  the  more  odious  and 
dangerous  from  being  amenable  to  no  tribunal. 

The  immediate  object  of  the  democratic  societies  was 
to  thwart  the  endeavours  of  Washington  to  maintain  the 
neutral  attitude  of  the  country.  Hence  all  their  measures 
tended  to  force  the  nation  into  an  alliance  with  France,  and 
a  war  with  England.  The  New- York  society,  a  few  days 
after  Mr.  Jay's  departure,  published  an  address  to  the 
people,  in  which  they  declared — "We  take  pleasure  in 
avowing  that  we  are  lovers  of  the  French  nation  ;  that  we 
esteem  their  cause  as  our  own.  We  most  finnly  believe 
that  he  who  is  an  enemy  to  the  French  revolution  cannot  be 
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a  Jum  republican  ;  and,  therefore,  though  he  may  be  a  good 
I  citizen  in  other  respects,  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
'  guidance  of  any  part  of  the  machine  of  government."  A 
'  Pennsylvania  society  resolved  that  the  president  had  no  right 
to  isane  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  denied  the 
assertion  in  the  proclamation  that  neutrality  was  the  duty 
and  interest  of  the  United  S  tatcs.  The  mission  to  England 
was  loudly  censured,  and  the  envoy  objected  to  on  account 
of  his  high  standing  in  the  comniuoity,  "  The  revolution 
of  France,"  it  was  said,  "  had  sufficietiliy  proved  that  gene- 
rals may  be  taken  from  the  ranks,  and  ministers  of  slate 
from  the  obscurity  of  the  moat  remote  village.  Is  our 
president,  like  the  grand  sultan  of  Constantinople,  shut  up  in 
his  apartment,  and  unacquainted  with  all  talents  or  capa- 
cities but  those  of  the  seraskier  or  mulU  that  happens  to  be 
about  him  V 

A  Virginia  society,  in  obvious  reference  to  Washington, 
voted  that  the  constitution  ought  to  be  so  altered  as  to  ren- 
der the  president  ineligible  a  second  time. 

After  the  president  had  demanded  the  recall  of  Genet, 
the  Pennsylvania  society  informed  the  people,  that  foreign 
ministers  were  responsible  only  to  their  own  governments, 
and  insinuated  that  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to 
Genet's  conduct  originated  in  /ore ign  influence. 

We  have  Washington's  own  assertion,  that  the  rebellicm  in 
Pennsylvania,  on  account  of  the  excise  law,  was  fomented 
by  the  democratic  societies ;  unquestionably  for  the  purpose 
of  impairing  his  influence,  and  embamsaing  his  admin- 
istration. 

Great  pains  were  taken  by  these  societies  to  incorporate 
with  American  manners  the  follies  and  extravagances 
engendered  by  the  French  revolution.  The  New- York 
lociety  provided  by  its  constitution  that  the  term  Citizen 
should  be  prefixed  to  the  designation  of  all  its  officers ;  and 
thus  the  aristocratic  address  of  Mr.  Chairman  wB«  ex- 
changed by  its  members  for  the  republican  appellation   of 
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"  Citizen  Chainnan."  The  society  gave  a  public  dinner  on . 
the  4th  July,  and,  faithful  to  this  patent  mode  of  maintaining 
the  equal  rights  of  their  countrymen,  toasted  the  president 
of  the  United  States  as  ''  Citizen  George  Washington,''  with- 
out adding  a  word  indicative  of  respect  for  his  station,  at 
gratitude  for  his  services.  It  was  even  discovered,  that 
courtesy  to  the  fair  sex  was  inconsistent  with  republican- 
ism ;  and  although  good  democrats  still  married,  the  more 
scrupulous  were  careful  that  the  public  journals,  in  an- 
nouncing the  marriage,  should  designate  the  bride  as 
**  Citess,"  instead  of  Miss. 

It  is  scarcely  credible  to  what  an  extent  the  absurditiei 
devised  and  practised  by  the  French  demagogues  to  in- 
flame the  passions  of  the  mob,  were  adopted  and  applauded 
by  multitudes  of  the  hitherto  staid  and  reflecting  citis^it 
of  the  United  States.  All  heraldic  bearings  had  been  de- 
nounced in  France  as  aristocratic ;  in  America,  few  could 
be  found  to  ofiend  the  lovers  of  equality ;  but  fastidioQi 
patriots  were  not  wanting  who  were  scandalized  at  the 
sight  of  a  spread  eagle  on  the  coin,  and  over  the  caption  of 
printed  acts  of  Congress.  The  eagle,  like  the  lion  and  the 
unicorn,  was  supposed  to  have  some  aflinity  with  royalty ; 
and  was  therefore  declared  in  the  newspapers  to  be  unde- 
serving the  honour  bestowed  on  him.  The  tree  of  liberty, 
surmounted  by  the  cap  of  liberty,  was  everywhere  erected, 
as  if  such  emblems  could  add  security  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  already  amply  protected  by  their 
own  laws  and  constitutions.  A  liberty  cap,  decorated  with 
the  French  and  American  flags,  was  placed  with  great 
pomp  in  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  in  New- York.  A  \BXgd 
concourse  assembled  on  the  occasion,  and  united  in  singing 
patriotic  songs,  while  a  detachment  of  the  militia  attended 
under  arms  in  honour  of  the  ceremony. 

But  the  patriotism  which  blazed  in  these  fantastic  and 
equivocal  forms  derived  no  portion  of  its  warmth  fitm 
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admiration  for  the  character  of  hiin,  whom  a  grateful  nation 
had  placed  at  tlie  head  of  its  governmeot.  A  democratic 
public  dinner  was  given  at  Philadelphia,  in  honour  of  the 
French  victories ;  Genet,  of  whose  insolence  Washington 
had  complained  to  Congress,  and  whose  recall  he  had 
already  demanded,  was  an  invited  guest.  In  the  toasts 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  an  opportunity  was  presented 
and  embraced  of  oflering  ^  double  insult  to  the  president. 
"  The  persecuted  Genet,"  and  "  May  laws,  and  not  procla- 
mations, be  the  instruments  by  which  freemen  shall  be 
governed,"  mark  the  influiJnce  of  foreign  partialities  in 
counteracting  tlie  dictates  of  decency  and  patriotism. 

Another  fete  was  given  at  Piiiladclphia,  in  honour  of  the 
revolution  in  Holland.  A  great  crowd  assembled  in  the 
public  square,  and  thence  marched  in  procession,  bearing 
the  French  and  Dutch  flags,  into  the  garden  attached  to  the 
residence  of  the  French  minister,  the  successor  of  Genet, 
Id  the  garden  was  erected  an  altar  to  Liberty,  and  before 
this  altar  the  mob,  after  chanting  hymns  to  the  goddess,  took 
an  oatli  to  be  faithful  to  her,  and  never  to  forget  the  genius 
and  the  arms  that  bad  restored  freedom.  The  profanity 
and  folly  of  this  oath  indicate  its  foreign  origin.  After 
this  mummery,  the  minister  addressed  the  multitude,  and 
in  evident  allusion  to  Mr.  Jay's  mission,  told  them  that  as 
riiluous  men  rejected  the  friendship  of  the  wicked,  so  a  free 
people  should  have  no  union  with  despots,  engaged  in  war 
with  nations  who  were  breaking  their  fetters.  The  festivity 
concluded  with  a  public  dinner,  at  which  there  were  four 
hundred  guests.  The  democratic  societies  were  toasted 
with  applause,  but  he  who  was  first  in  war,  first  in  peace, 
and  who  ought  to  have  been  first  in  the  hearts  of  bis  coun- 
trymen, remained  unnoticed. 

Nearly  a  whole  generation  has  passed  away  since  the 
scenes  and  follies  we  have  mentioned  were  acted:  they 
linger  in  the  recollection  of  a  few  only,  and  are  so  dis- 
cordant with  llie  present  cliaracter  of  the  American  people. 
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that  were  they  not  recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  time,  we 
should  be  inclined  to  believe  that  they  belonged  rather  to 
fiction  than  to  history. 

We  have  entered  into  these  details,  not  for  the  sake  of 
reviving  and  perpetuating  transactions  on  which  no  Amer- 
ican can  dwell  with  pleasure,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  obstacles  to  a  reconciliation  with  England,  presented 
by  the  machinations  of  the  democratic  societies,  and  the^ 
infatuated  predilection  for  republican  France,  which  at  that 
time  was  extensively  felt  in  the  United  States ;  and  alto 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  open  the  secret  sources  of  that 
inveterate  hostility  which  the  treaty  concluded  by  Mr.  Jay 
was  doomed  to  encounter. 
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in  of  British  Treai; — Extracta  fiDiii  Mr.  Jay'i  Comipotiden 


Three  objects  were  contemplated  by  Mr.  Jay's  instniC' 
tions.  These  were,  compensation  for  the  losses  sustained 
by  American  merchants  in  consequence  of  the  orders  in 
1f^  '—7  I  council,  a  settlement  of  all  (fxistingi  disputes  in  relation  to 
Efl'  •*^^lhe  treaty  of  peace,  and  a  commercial  treaty.  The  con- 
Pv*^  fidence  placed  by  the  president  in  his  envoy,  led  him  to 

j.i'  J  direct  him  to  consider  his  instructions  merely  in  the  light 
y""^  of  recommendations.  Only  two  restrictions  were  imposed 
on  the  discretion  of  the  minister :  one  was,  not  to  enter  into 
any  stipulation  inconsistent  with  the  existing  engagements 
of  the  United  States  with  France;  and  the  othernot  to  con- 
clude any  commercial  treaty  that  did  not  secure  to  the 
United  States  a  direct  trade  in  their  own  vessels,  "  of  cer- 
tain defined  burdens,"  with  the  British  West  India  islands, 
in  whatever  articles  were  at  present  allowed  to  be  carried 
in  British  bottoms.  These  restrictions  were  probably  im- 
posed willi  the  view  of  furnishing  evidence,  should  it  ever 
be  required,  both  of  the  good  faith  of  the  govemmem 
towards  France,  and  of  its  attention  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  nation. 

Mr,  Jay  landed  at  Falmouth  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
June,  and  with  his  usual  promptitude  forwarded  the  same 
night  to  Lord  G^renville,  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  a 
letter  announcing  his  arrival.  In  a  few  days  he  reached 
London,  and  liis  hrst  note  to  the  British  minister  allbrds  a 
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specimen  of  the  friendly  and  conciliatory  tone  which  both 
policy  and  propriety  induced  him  to  adopt. 

«  Pallmall,  Royal  Hotel,  15th  June,  1794. 

"  My  Lord, 
"  You  have  doubtless  received  a  letter  which  I  had  the 

honour  of  writing  to  you  from  Falmouth.  I  arrived  here 
this  morning.  The  journey  has  given  me  some  health  and 
much  pleasure,  nothing  having  occurred  on  the  road  to 
induce  me  to  wish  it  shorter. 

"  Col.  Trumbull  does  me  the  favour  to  accompany  me  at 
secretary ;  and  I  have  brought  with  me  a  son,  who  I  am 
anxious  should  form  a  right  estimate  of  whatever  may  be 
interesting  to  our  country.  WilJ  you  be  so  obliging,  my 
lord,  as  to  permit  me  to  present  them  to  you,  and  to  inform 
me  of  the  time  when  it  will  be  most  agreeable  to  your  lord- 
ship that  I  should  wait  upon  you,  and  assure  you  of  the 
respect  with  which 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

**JoHN  Jay.'' 

Lord  Grenville  was  commissioned  by  the  king  to  treat 
with  Mr.  Jay,  and  the  sincerity  and  candour  of  the  two 
negotiators  soon  led  to  a  degree  of  mutual  confidence  that 
both  facilitated  and  lightened  their  labours.  Instead  of 
adopting  the  usual  wary,  but  tedious  mode  of  reducing  every 
proposition  and  reply  to  writing,  they  conducted  the  nego- 
tiation chiefly  by  conferences,  in  which  the  parties  frankly 
stated  their  several  views,  and  suggested  the  way  in  which 
the  objections  to  those  views  might  be  obviated.  It  was 
understood  that  neither  party  was  to  be  committed  by  what 
passed  in  these  conversations ;  but  that  the  propositions 
made  in  them  might  be  recalled  or  modified  at  pleasure. 

In  this  manner  the  two  ministers  speedily  discovered  on 
what  points  they  could  agree,  where  their  views  were 
irreconcilable,  and  on  what  principles  a  compromise  could 
be  effected. 


UFB   OF  JOHir  JAT, 


The  period  at  which  this  negotiation  was  commenced 
added  not  a  little  to  the  difficulties  in  which  it  was  involved, 
and  exacted  from  the  American  envoy  an  unusual  degree 
of  circumspection. 

On  his  arrival  in  England,  the  revolutionary  phreosy  in 
France  was  at  its  height.  Robespierre  was  revellii^  in  all 
the  wantonness  of  unbridled  power ;  and  the  French  people, 
the  unconscious  vassals  of  a  bloody  tyrant,  were  perpe- 
trating acts  of  cruelty  and  impiety,  which  excited  the 
astonishment  and  abhorrence  of  all  who  duly  estimated  the 
claims  of  humanity  and  the  obligations  of  religion.  With 
this  people  the  British  monarch  was  waging  a  war,  in  which 
he  was  supported  by  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  of  his 
own  subjects,  and  by  the  alliance  of  Russia,  Austria,  Spain, 
and  Sardinia.  Although  in  this  war  the  United  States 
were  professedly  neutral,  yet  it  was  well  known  that  the 
sympathies  of  a  large  porlion  of  their  citizens  were  enlisted 
on  the  side  of  France,  and  that  they  were  with  difficulty 
restrained  by  their  government  from  violating  the  duties 
of  neutrality.  The  late  proceedings  of  Congress,  also, 
had  tended  but  little  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  Eng- 
land. The  American  war,  and  the  consequent  independ- 
ence of  her  colonies,  had  moreover  wounded  tlie  pride  of 
Britain,  and  engendered  feelings  towards  the  United  States 
unpropitiouB  to  the  present  negotiation.  The  extent  of  her 
resources,  the  number  of  her  allies,  the  nature  of  the  war  in 
which  she  was  engaged,  and  her  resentments  towards  the 
United  States,  all  combined  to  indispose  Great  Britain  either 
to  acknowledge  the  wrongs  she  had  committed,  or  to  make 
reparation  for  them. 

Mr.  Jay,  moreover,  arrived  at  a  moment  of  national  re- 
joicing for  a  splendid  victory  which  had  just  been  achieved 
by  Lord  Howe  over  the  French  fleet.  If  under  all  lliese 
circumstances  lie  had  aSecled  a  republican  Eternness,  and 
a  disregard  of  the  usual  courtesies  of  courts  ;  if  in  a  lofty 
tone  he  had  denounced  the  aggressions  of  Britain,  and 
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ihroatened  her  with  the  vengeance  of  the  American  repub- 
lic, unleas  she  iaslaDtly  complied  with  all  his  demands,  fail 
missioQ  would  have  terminated  abruptly,  and  a  war  with 
England,  and  an  alliance  with  France,  would  have  been  the 
bitter  fruits  of  his  imprudence.  The  temper  and  disposi- 
tions with  which  he  conducted  this  negotiation  are  disclosed 
in  an  ofBcial  despatch  to  Mr.  Randolph,  the  American  sec- 
retary of  state. 

"  I  shall  persevere  :n  my  endeavours  to  acquire  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  this  government,  not  by  improper 
compliances,  but  by  that  sincerity,  candour,  truth,  and  pru- 
dence  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  always  prove  to  be  more 
wise  and  more  effectual  than  finesse  and  chicane.  Formal 
discussions  of  disputed  points  should,  in  my  judgment,  be 
postponed,  until  the  case  becomes  desperate  j  my  present 
object  is  to  accommodate,  rather  than  to  convert  or  con- 
vince. Men  who  sign  their  names  to  arguments,  seldom 
retracL  If,  however,  my  present  plan  should  fail,  I  shall 
then  prepare  and  present  such  formal,  and  at  the  same  time 
such  temperate  a.nd  firm  representations,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  place  the  claims  and  conduct  of  the  two  govern- 
ments in  their  proper  points  of  view." 

The  British  spoliations  upon  American  commerce  had 
arisen  from  a  series  of  orders  in  council,  evidently  at  vari- 
ance with  the  rights  of  neutrals  ;  and  under  these  orders, 
not  only  had  American  property  to  a  prodigious  amount 
been  captured,  but  frequent  seizures  had  been  made,  which 
were  not  expressly  authorized  by  them,  and  which  there- 
fore led  to  a  tedious  and  expensive  course  of  litigation  in 
the  English  courts  of  admiralty. 

It  will  be  readily  conceived,  that  Great  Britain  would 
with  great  reluctance  acknowledge  before  the  world,  that 
in  issuing  these  orders  she  had  transgressed  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  as  a  proof  of  her  penitence,  restore  the  booty  she 
had  taken.  Mr.  Jay  was  too  well  versed  in  the  knowledge 
both  of  courts  and  of  human  nature,  to  ask  for  humiliating 
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;  and  yet  the  chief  object  of  his  mission  was  to 
obtain  compensation  for  these  outrages  ;  and  he  well  knew 
that  unless  this  point  was  effected,  war  must  ensue.  He  pro- 
posed that  commissioners  should  be  appointed,  who,  upon  due 
investigalion,  should  award  compensation  for  all  American 
vessels  and  property  that  liad  been  illegally  captured  and 
condemned  during  the  existing  war,  "  under  colout"  of  au- 
thority and  commissions  derived  from  the  king,  and  for  which 
no  redress  could  be  obtained  in  his  majesty's  courts.  This 
course,  while  it  saved  the  pride  of  England,  would  effectu- 
ally secure  the  rights  of  American  claimants.  The  propo- 
sition was  accepted,  and  it  was  agreed  that  four  commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed,  two  by  the  king,  and  two  by 
the  president  and  senate.  These  four  were  to  appoint  a 
fifth,  but  if  they  could  not  agree  in  their  choice,  then  the 
commissioners  on  each  side  were  to  nominate  a  person,  and 
one  of  the  persons  thus  nominated  was  to  be  selected  by 
lot.  These  five  commissioners  were  to  meet  in  London, 
and  to  decide  all  claims  that  came  before  them, "  according 
to  the  merits  of  the  several  cases,  and  to  justice,  equily, 
and  the  laws  of  nations."  This  last  condition  virtually 
abrogated  the  orders  in  council,  as  affording  any  justification 
for  the  captures  made  under  them. 

The  nest  object  of  attention  was  the  differences  existing 
between  the  two  countries  in  relation  to  the  infractions  of 
the  treaty  of  peace.  We  have  already  seen  that,  contrary 
to  the  stipulations  of  tliis  treaty,  certain  negroes  had  been 
taken  from  New- York  by  the  British,  on  tlie  conclusion  of 
the  war;  and  certain  military  posts,  which  were  to  have 
been  evacuated,  were  still  garrisoned  by  British  troops. 
The  treaty  had  also  been  disregarded  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  by  certain  legal  enactments  which  prevented 
British  creditors  from  recovering  their  just  debts. 

The  treaty  had  stipulated  tliat  his  Britannic  Majesty 
should,  with  all  convenient  speed,  withdraw  his  amiies, 
garrisons,  and  fleets  from  the  United  States,  without "  car- 
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tying  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants.^  The  British  minister  insisted  that  the  pur- 
port of  these  words  was  to  secure  tlie  American  inhabit- 
ants  from  depredation,  not  to  entitle  them  to  the  restitution 
of  property  they  had  lost  by  the  fortune  of  war ;  and  he 
denied  that  the  negroes  in  question  were,  at  the  time  they 
were  carried  away,  any  more  the  property  of  their  former 
masters  than  the  ships  or  horses  that  had  been  taken  in 
battle. 

This  reasoning,  whether  conclusive  or  not,  had  too  much 
semblance  to  truth  to  justify  Mr.  Jay  in  maintaining  its 
fallacy  at  the  hazard  of  breaking  off  the  negotiation.  Lord 
Grenville  peremptorily  refused  to  make  any  compensation 
whatever  for  these  negroes;  and  when  it  is  ^recollected, 
that  the  American  negotiator,  by  waiving  this  claim  and 
pursuing  the  other  and  more  important  objects  of  his  mis- 
sion, finally  obtained  for  his  countrymen  many  millions  for 
the  losses  they  had  sustained  on  the  ocean,  and  saved  to 
them  many  more  millions  by  averting  an  impending  war, 
few  will  be  disposed  to  censure  his  conduct. 

The  case  of  the  negroes  being  thus  disposed  oi^  the  breach 
of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  obstruct- 
ing the  collection  of  British  debts,  remained  to  be  corrected 
before  the  evacuation  of  the  posts  could  be  decently  de- 
manded. 

It  is  true  that,  under  the  new  constitution,  the  federal 
courts  were  open  to  British  creditors,  and  that  they  there 
found  the  justice  which  had  been  refused  to  them  before. 
But  the  federal  courts  had  been  established  only  for  the 
last  six  years,  and  various  debts  had  been  previously 
lost  by  the  inability  of  the  creditors  to  recover  them, — ^the 
debtors  having  become  insolvent,  removed,  or  died.  In 
these  cases  the  courts  could  afford  no  relief,  and  the 
British  government  claimed  reparation.  Mr.  Jay  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  provided  for  its  satis- 
faction.   He  prepared  an  article,  which  was  inserted  in  ths 
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treaty,  stating  that  "  whereas  it  is  alleged  by  divers  mer- 
chants and  others,  his  majesty's  subjects,"  that  they  had  sus- 
tained various  losses  by  the  legal  impediments  they  had 
eiperienced  in  collecting  debts  in  America  due  to  them  be- 
fore the  war,  it  was  agreed  that  commissioners  should  be 
appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  those  already  mentioned, 
who  should  award  full  compensation  for  losses  for  which 
compensation  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  justice. 

The  British  were  thus  deprived  of  all  pretence  for  retain- 
ing the  posts,  and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  be  sur- 
rendered on  or  before  the  1st  June,  1796.  The  settlers 
and  traders  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  posts  were  to  be 
permitted  to  remain  and  to  enjoy  their  property  without 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States,  unless  they  should 
think  proper  to  do  so. 

Several  British  vessels  had  been  captured  by  Frencb 
privateers  illegally  armed  in  American  ports,  and  some  had 
even  been  taken  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States.  Wash- 
ington had,  in  1793,  admitted  the  obligation  of  the  United 
States  to  make  compensation  for  these  captures;  and  it 
was  now  agreed,  that  all  claims  of  this  nature  should  be 
settled  by  the  commissioners  to  whom  claims  for  British 
spoliations  had  already  been  referred. 

The  complaints  on  either  side  being  thus  amicably  and 
honourably  adjusted,  Mr.  Jay  and  Lord  Grenville  pro- 
ceeded to  arrange  the  future  intercourse  between  the  two 
governments,  on  principles  of  justice,  humanity,  and  mutual 
convenience. 

The  United  States  and  the  Canadas,  being  separated 
partly  by  an  imaginary  line,  and  partly  by  navigable 
waters,  it  became  important  to  promote  harmony  and  good 
neighbourhood  on  the  frontiers,  and  therefore  to  aiTord  to 
each  parly  such  mutual  accommodations  as  their  local  situ- 
ation required.  Hence  it  was  agreed  tJiat  the  inhabitants 
might  freely  pass  by  land  or  inland  navigation  into  the  ter- 
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ritories  of  the  twb  parties,  and  carry  on  trade  with  each 
other ;  and  that  thq  duties  on  goods  thus  introduced  should 
be  the  same  as  those  paid  by  the  citizens  of  the  country  into 
which  they  were  imported. 

As  doubts  existed  respecting  parts  of  the  boundary-lioe 
fixed  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  provision  was  made  for  settling 
them  by  surveys  to  be  made  by  commissioners^  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  Lands  held  by  the  subjects  and  citizens 
of  the  two  parties  in  the  territories  of  the  other,  were  con- 

§ 

firmed  to  them  and  their  heirs. 

A  proposition  had  been  lately  made  in  Congress  to 
sequester  British  debts,  Mr.  Jay  revolted  from  this  attempt 
to  extend  the  misreries  of  w^ar,  and  especially  by  acts  of 
injustice  and  perfidy.  He  therefore  inserted  in  the  treaty  an 
article  declaring  that  neither  the  debts  due  from  individuals 
of  one  nation  to  individuals  of  the  other,  nor  moneys  which 
they  might  have  in  the  public  funds,  or  in  public  or  private 
banks,  should  ever,  in  any  event  of  war  or  national  differ- 
ences, be  sequestered  or  confiscated  ;  ^  it  being  unjust  and 
impolitic  that  debts  and  engagements  ccmtnefed  and  made 
by  individuals  having  confidence  in  each  other  and  in  their 
respective  governments,  should  ever  be  destroyed  or 
impaired  by  natioQal .  authority^  on  account  of  national 
differences  or  discontent" 

The  original  draught  of  the  treaty  prepared  by  Mr.  Jay, 
and  submitted  to  Lord  Grenville,  contained  the  following 
article. 

"  It  is  agreed;  that  if  it  should  unfortunately  happen,  that 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  should  be  at  war,  there 
shall  be  no  privateers  commissioned  by  them  against  each 
other.**  Humanity  must  deplore  that  this  article  did  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  British  minister.  Had  it  been 
adopted,  the  example  set  by  two  such  powerful  maritime 
nations  would  probably  have  led  to  the  abandonment  of  this 
species  of  warfare, — a  warfare  prompted  only  by  a  thirst 
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of  gain,  aud  wiiich,  while  it  occasions  extensive  suSering-, 
rarely  affects  the  national  objects  of  the  contest. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  by  his  instructions,  the  Ameri- 
can minister  was  precluded  from  forming  any  treaty  of 
commerce,  that  did  not  secure  to  the  United  States  at  least 
a  qualified  trade  to  tlie  British  West  Indies.  This  trade 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  late  colonies,  and  it  had  added 
much  to  their  wealth  and  power.  Their  separatioa  from 
the  mother  country  of  course  deprived  them  of  it ;  and  ihey 
seized  the  first  opportunity,  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  to 
attempt  its  recovery.  In  1783  the  American  commission' 
ers  at  Paris,  in  their  negotiation  wltli  Mr.  Hartley,  endeav- 
oured, but  without  success,  to  induce  the  British  cabinet  to 
open  the  ports  of  ihejr  West  India  colonies.  The  policy  of 
the  European  powers  in  monopolizing  the  trade  of  their  colo- 
nies seemed  to  be  immoveably  established.  Even  France 
in  her  treaty  of  1779  granted  no  share  of  her  colonial  trade 
to  her  new  and  cherished  allies ;  and  from  the  colonies  of 
Spain  ail  foreign  vessels  were  rigidly  excluded.  Circum- 
stances indeed,  as  war  or  scarcity,  led  occasionally  to  a  tem- 
porary relaxation  of  tliis  monopoly ;  but  in  general  it  was 
regarded  as  a  settled  principle  of  European  policy,  that  each 
nation  was  exclusively  to  enjoy  the  trade  of  its  own  colo- 
nies. The  task  assigned  to  Mr.  Jay,  of  inducing  Great 
Britain  to  depart  from  this  exclusive  system,  to  which  long 
habit  and  common  opinion  had  strongly  attached  her,  was 
not  an  easy  one.  So  sensible  was  tlie  president  of  the 
obstacles  that  would  oppose  his  success,  that  he  instructed 
him  to  ask  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  on  this  trade  only  ia 
vessels  of  "  certain  defined  burdens  ;"  fully  sensible  that  a 
free,  unqualified  trade  was  not  to  be  expected.  Mr.  Jay 
did  indeed  succeed  in  obtaining  a  partial  relaxation  of  the 
colonial  monopoly,  but  it  was  only  on  certain  conditions 
and  securities.  He  proposed  that  American  vessels  of  100 
tons  should  be  admitted  into  the  West  India  ports ;  but  the 
British  minister  limited  the  burden  to  70  tons,  and  further 
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insulted  that  if  this  boon  were  granted,  the  United  States 
must  stipulate  that  all  the  cargoes  taken  by  their  vessels 
from  the  British  islands  should  be  landed  in  the  United 
States;  and  moreover  that  no  molasses,  sugar,  cofieey 
cocoa,  or  cotton  should  be  shipped  from  the  United  States 
to  any  other  part  of  the  world.  Under  these  restric^ons  he 
was  willing  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  should 
carry  in  their  own  vessels  to  the  islands,  any  produce  or 
manufactures  of  their  country  which  were  at  present  ad- 
mitted in  British  bottoms,  and  might  return  with  any  car- 
goes which  British  vessels  were  permitted  to  carry  to  the 
United  States.  •        .    -         , 

These  were  apparently  hard  conditioiis^  and.  the  ^Ameri- 
can minister  was  required  to  decide  whether,  under  *aU 
circumstances,  it  was  most  advisable  to  reject  or  accept 
them.  If  he  rejected  them,  he  rejected  with  them  the 
various  and  important  commercial  privileges  which  Britain 
was  ready  to  concede  to  the  United  States,  both  in  Europe 
and  the  East  Indies ;  for  his  instructions,  perhaps  unwisely, 
precluded  him  from  agreeing  to  any  treaty  of  commerce 
that  did  not  secure  the  West  India  trade.  To  this  con- 
sideration was  added  the  actual  -situation  of  the  West 
India  Islands.  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  St  Lucia,  and  To- 
bago had  all  been  recently  captured  by  the  British,  and 
were  of  course,  like  the  other  British  islands,  closed  to 
American  commerce.  The  part  of  St.  Domingo  belonging 
to  France,  and  now  its  only  uemaining  colony,  was  in  a 
state  of  insurrection,  and  would  probably  either  be  held  by 
the  insurgents,  or  captured  by  the  British  forces.  To  none 
of  the  Spanish  islands  were  American  vessels  entitled 
to  trade.  St.  Eustatia,  Curaqoa,  St.  Bartholomew,  St, 
Thomas,  St  John,  and  St.  Croix,  were  the  only  remain- 
ing islands  of  importance,  with  which  the  United  States 
could  expect  to  maintain  .a  commerce.  The  question  then, 
which  the  American  negotiator  was  called  upon  to  deter- 
mine was,  whether  the  privilege  of  importing  the  produce 


of  these  few  ialands  in  American  bottoms,  and  of  the  British 
islands  in  British  bottoms,  and  under  whatever  duties 
Britain  might  choose  to  etact,  and  re-exporting  to  Europe 
what  we  might  not  want  for  our  own  consumption,  was  of 
more  value  than  a  free  and  direct  trade,  under  equal  duties, 
with  the  rich  and  numerous  islands  belonging  to  Great 
Britain,  affording  a  market  for  many  of  our  staples,  and 
furnishing  in  abundance  ail  the  tropica!  productions  we 
might  want ;  added  to  the  commercial  privileges  in  Europe 
and  Asia  offered  by  the  British  cabinet.  It  must  also  be 
recollected,  that  the  conditions  imposed  lefi  the  American 
merchant  at  ful!  liberty  to  carry  cargoes  direct  to  Europe 
from  any  island  not  !>c!onging  to  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Jay 
believed  it  to  be  liis  duty  to  accept  the  trade  on  the  condi- 
tion which  it  was  offered,  but  thought  it  most  prudent 
to  limit  the  duration  of  the  article  respecting  it.  to  two 
years  after  the  termination  of  the  existing  war.  Peace 
might  change  the  possession  of  some  of  the  islands, 
and  lead  to  further  relaxations  in  the  colonial  policy  of 
Europe  j  and  by  this  limitation  the  United  States  would  be 
in  a  condition  to  avail  themselves  of- whatever  changes 
might  occur.' 

It  may  seem  singular,  that  the  American  minister  should 
have  consented  to  prohibiflhe  exportation  of  cotton,  now 
one  of  the  most  important  staples  of  his  country.  The 
explanation  is  at  once  curious  and  satisfactory.  In  the 
original  draught  of  the  treaty,  the  United  States  stipulated 
to  prohibit  during  the  continuance  of  the  article,  all  "  West 
India  productions  and  manufactures."  This  expression 
was,  on  reflection,  deemed  too  general,  and  it  was  thought 
best  to  specify  the  prohibited  articles,  and  hence  cotton 
was  inserted  as  a  West  Indian  production.  The  cultiva- 
tion of  this  article  had  but  recently  been  introduced  into 
the  United  States,  and  the  success  of  the  experiment  had 
not  yet  been  fully  tested.  The  cotton  used  in  the  United 
States  was  almost  wholly  brought  from  the  West  Indies. 
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Of  404,185  pounds  imported  in  1702,  878,850  came  from 
the  islands.  A  few  months  before  Mr.  Jay's  depajrture, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  secretary  of  state,  in  a  report  to  Cod- 

ft 

gress  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  enumerated 
the  exports  of  the  country,  but  made  no  mention  whatever 
of  cotton.  It  was  not  at  that  time  known  as  one  of  the 
productions  of  the  United  States.  It  appears,  indeed,  from 
the  custom-house  returns,  that  small  quantities  of  it  had 
been  sent  abroad,  but  whether  they  were  of  foreign  or 
domestic  growth  is  not  known. 

A  direct  trade  was  granted  to  the  United  States  to  and 
from  the  British  East  Indies,  on  the  payment  of  the  same 
duties  as  were  charged  on  British  vessels  and  cargoes. 
This  relinquishment  of  discriminating  duties,  was  a  bold 
innovation  upon  the  navigation  laws  of  England,  and  a 
very  essential  advantage  to  the  United  States.  Reciprocal 
and  perfect  liberty  of  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  dominions  in  Europe  was  secured  by  the 
treaty.  Contraband  articles  were  specified,  and  the  rigour 
of  the  laws  of  nations  relative  to  provisions  was  softened, 
by  a  stipulation,  that  in  all  cases  in  which,  by  those  laws,  they 
were  deemed  contraband,  instead  of  being  forfeited,  they 
might  be  taken  by  the  belligerent  party,  on  paying  their 
full  value,  with  the  freight,  and  a  reasonable  mercantile 
profit  It  was  also  agreed,  that  the  citizens  of  one  country 
should  not  enter  into  the  service  of  a  foreign  power,  to 
fight  against  the  other ;  and  that  such  of  thenl  as  accepted 
a  foreign  commission  for  arming  a  vessel  as  a  privateer 
against  either  of  the  parties,  might,  if  taken,  be  treated  at 
a  pirate. 

With  the  exception  of  the  articles  already  mentioned  as 
having  been  made  permanent,  and  the  article  respecting  the 
West  India  trade,  the  treaty  was  to  remain  in  force  for 
twelve  years. 

Such  were  the  principal  features  of  this  celebrated 
treaty.     It  was  signed  on  the  10th  November;  and  Lord 
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Granville,  having  occasion  the  same  day  to  address  a  note 
to  Mr.  Jay,  look  the  opportunity  to  express  the  following 
aenliments,  in  which  there  was  probably  more  sincerity 
than  usually  marks  the  courtesies  of  diplomatic  corres- 
pondence. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  repeating  to  you 
the  very  great  satisfaction  I  have  derived  from  the  open 
and  candid  manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  on  your 
part  the  whole  of  the  difficult  negotiation,  which  we  have 
now  brought  to  so  auccessfu]  an  issue,  and  from  the  dispo- 
sition which  you  have  uniformly  manifested,  to  promote  the 
objects  of  justice,  conciliation,  and  lasting  friendship  between 
our  two  countries." 

In  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state,  transmitting  the 
treaty,  Mr.  Jay  observed : — "  The  long-expected  treaty 
accompanies  this  letter.  The  difficulties  which  retarded 
its  accomplishment  frequently  had  the  appearance  of  being 
insurmountable.  They  have  at  last  yielded  to  modifications 
of  the  articles  in  which  they  existed,  and  to  that  mutual 
disposition  to  agreement,  which  reconciled  Lord  Grenville 
and  myself  to  an  unusual  degree  of  trouble  and  application. 
They  who  have  levelled  uneven  ground,  know  how  little  of 
the  work  afterward  appears. 

"  Since  the  building  is  finished,  it  cannot  be  very  import- 
ant to  describe  the  scaffolding,  nor  to  go  into  all  the  details 
which  respected  the  business.  My  opinion  of  the  treaty  is 
apparent,  from  my  having  signed  it.  1  have  no  reason  to 
believe  or  conjecture,  that  one  more  favourable  to  us  is 
attainable." 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  Mr.  Jay  informed  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  American  minister  in  France,  of  the  event ; 
and  that  it  contained  a  clause  expressly  declaring,  that 
nothing  in  it  was  to  operate  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
existing  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  other 
powers ;  and  intimated,  that  he  would  before  long  cran- 
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municate  to  him  in  confidence  its  principal  heads.     This  led 
to  the  following  correspondence. 

FROM   JAMES   MONROE. 

**  Paris,  Januaiy  17th,  1795. 

"Sir, 

"  Early  in  December  last,  English  papers  were  received 
here,  containing  such  accounts  df*  your  adjustment  With  the 
British  administration  as  excited  much  uneasiness  in  the 
councils  of  this  govemitlent  f  and  I  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  despatch  a  confidential  perjson  to  you,  fbr  such  information 
of  what  had  been  done  ad  would  enable  me  to  remove  it 
At  that  moment,  however,  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the 
25th  November,  intimating  that  the  contents  of  the  treaty 
could  not  be  made  known  imtil  it  was  ratified,  but  that  I 
might  say  it  contained  nothing  derogatory  to  our  existing 
treaties  with  other  powers.  Thus  advised,  I  thought  it 
improper  to  make  the  application,  because  I  concluded  the 
arrangement  was  mutual,  and  not  to  be  departed  fipni.  I 
proceeded,  therefore,  to  make  the  best  use  in  my  power  of 
the  information  already  given. 

"  To-day,  however,  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  28th 
of  the  same  month,  by  which  I  find  you  consider  yourself  at 
liberty  to  communicate  to  me  the  contents  of  the  treaty ; 
and  as  it  is  of  great  importance  to  our  afiairs  h^re  to 
remove  all  doubt  upon  this  point,  I  have  thou^it  fit  to 
resume  my  original  plan  of  sending  a  person  to  you  for  the 
necessary  information,  and  have,  in  consequence,  despatched 
the  bearer,  Mn  John  Purveyance,  for  that  purpose.  I  have 
been  the  more  induced  to  this,  from  the  further  consideration 
that  in  case  I  should  be  favoured  with  the  communication 
promised  in  cipher,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  com- 
prehend it,  as  Mr.  Morris  took  his  oflfwith  him. 

"Mr.  Purveyance  is  from  Maryland,  a  gentleman  of 
integrity  and  merit,  and  to  whom  you  may  commit  what- 
ever you  may  think  proper  to  confide,  with  perfect  safety. 
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'Tis  necessary  however  to  observe,  that  as  nothing  wiU  ] 
satisfy  this  (government  but  a  copy  of  ike  instrument  itself, 
and  which  as  our  ally  it  thinks  itself  entitled  to,  so  it  will  be 
useless  for  ine  to  make  to  it  any  new  communications  short 
of  that.  I  mention  this  that  you  may  know  precisely  the 
slate  of  tny  engagements  here,  and  how  I  deem  it  my  duly 
to  act  under  them,  in  relation  to  this  object.  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Purveyance  for  whatever  other  informa- 
tion yoij  may  wisii  to  have,  either  on  this  subject,  or  the 
affairs  more  generally  of  this  republic. 
"  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  great  respect,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

"  James  Mo^KOB." 


"TO   JAMES 

"  Londan,  FebniKij  0th,  I7BB. 
"Sra, 

"I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  on  the  17th  of  last  month,  by  Mr.  Purveyance. 

"Itismuchtoberegrettcdlhat  any  unauthorized  accounts 
in  English  newspapers,  of  my  'adjustment'  with  the  British 
administration,  should '  have  excited  much  uneasiness  in  the 
councils  of  the  French  government ;'  and  the  more  so,  as  it 
•  does  not  imply  that  confidence  in  the  honour  and  good  faith 
of  the  United  Slates  which  they  certainly  merit. 

"You  must  be  sensible  that  the  United  States,  as  a  free 
and  independent  nation,  have  an  unquestionable  right  to 
make  any  pacific  arrangements  with  other  powers  which 
mutual  convenience  may  dictate,  provided  those  arrange- 
ments do  not  contradict  or  oppugn  their  prior  engagements 
with  other  states. 

"  Whether  this  adjustment  was  consistent  with  our  treaty 
with  France,  struck  me  as  being  the  only  question  which 
could  demand  or  receive  the  consideration  of  that  republic  ; 
and  I  thought  it  due  to  the  friendship  subsisting  between 
the  two  countries,  that  the  French  government  should  have, 


lavc,      J 
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without  delay,  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  on  that  head. 
I  therefore,  by  three,  leUers  of  the  24th;  25th,  and  ^th 
November,  1704>  gscve*  yoii  ^hat  I  hoped  would  be  veiy ' 
acceptable  and  satisfactory  information  on  that  point.  I 
am*  happy  in  this. opportunity  of  giving  you  an  exact  and 
literal  extract  from  the  tri^aty.    It  is  in  these  words,  viz. 

-^'Nothing  in  this  treaty  contained,  shall,  however,  be 
construed  or  operate,  contrary  to  former  and  existing  public 
treaties  with  other  sovereigns  or  states.' 

"  CpQsidering  that  events,  favourable  to  out  country  pould 
not  fail  to  gii^e  you  pleasure;  I  did  iiitend  to  communicate 
to  you  ooqclsely,'  some  of  the  iilost  interesting  particulari 
of  this  treaty,  but  in  the  most  perfect  ctm/Ufenjce.  As  that 
instrument  has  not  yet  been  ratified,  nor  received  the ' 
ultimate  forms  necessary  to  give  it  validity ;  as  further  ques- 
tions respe(5tin^  parts  of  it  may  yet  arise,  and  give'  occasion 
to  further  discussions  and  negotiations,  so  that,  if  finally 
concluded  a.t  all,  it  may  then  be  different  from  what  it  ribw 
is,  the  impropriety  of  making  it  public  at  present  is  palpable 
and  obvious ;  sucb^  proceeding  would  be  inconvenient  land 
unprecedented.  It  does  not  belong  to  ministers  whp  nego« 
tiate  treaties  to  publish  .them  even  when  perfected,  much 
less  treaties  not  yet  completed,  and  remaining  open  to 
alteration  or  rejection.  Such  acts  belong  exclusively  to  the 
governments  who  form  thein.       - 

<*  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  that  the  French  govenuAent 
is  too  enUgbtened  and  reasonable  to  expect  that  any  eolH 
siderationought  to  induce  me  to  overleap  the  bounds  of  m^ 
authority,  or  to  be  negligent  of  the  respect  which  is. due  ta 
the  United  States.  That  respect/ and  my  obligations  to 
observe  it,  will  not  permit  me  to  glve^  without  the  pe^issipn  . 
of  their  government,  a  copy  of  the  instrument  in  question  to 
any  person,  or  for  any  purpose;  and  .by  no  means  for  the 
purpose  of  beiiig  submitted  to  the  consideration  and  judg- 
ment of  the  councils  of  a  foreign  nation^  however  friendly. 

VOL.  U — ^XX-  .•■■■■■ 
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ass  lav  ov^mn  a^r.    ^  *^ 

,  ^  I  wilt  sir,  take  the  sarliest  o|^rtunity  of  transpiittiiig 
a  copy  of  your  letter  to  me,  and  of  thja  in  answra:  to  it,  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  wiU  immediately  aad  puoctuaDy 
exeoute  such  orders  and  instructions  as  I  may  t«fceive  on 
ttW'Sul^gect.     1  have  the  honour  to  be,  ■     '   " 

"With  great  respect,  sir,  V 

-»  "  Your  most  obedient  _     ^     ■     "   , 

'^  ■    "And-iiupiWe8cn[«i*t, '..■■    ■ 

■        ".       ■    "JoHH  JaT.**,-, 

.  The  subjoined  letter,  written  before  the  conclitsijcm  <rf  ttw 
IreBty,  shows  that  the  opposition  it  aiterward  encountered^  , 
waflpbdiilyjbreseen  by  the  writer.  ■■  , 

-     ■■  "TO^BOSQB   •WUSBaQtOS.  ^  * 

t  ■  •  "[PiiwlcJ  ■ 

■■■-■■"-  "London,  184  B«pL,-17W. 

"Dsut  Sir,  ',■'-■ 
"My  letter  to  Mr.  Randolph,  which  accompanies  this, 

contains  very  full  and  accurate  information  respecting  our 
negotiation  here.  You  wUl  perceive. that  many  points  are 
under  consideration,  and  that  alterations  will  probably  yet 
take  place  in  several  articled.  Although  it  is  uncertam, 
yet  it  is  not  altogether  improbable,'  that  'Lord  Grenville  and 
myself  may  agree  on  terms  which,  in  my  opiaion,  should 
not  be  rejected.  In  that  case,  1  shall  be  strongly  induced 
to  conclude,  rather  than  by  delays  risk  a  change  of  views, 
and  measures,  and  ministers,  which  Unforeseen  circum- 
Htances  might  occasion.  . '    . 

-"The  secretary's  letter,  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the  speech 
of  the  latter  to  the  Convention,  are  printed,  and  have 
caused  a  disagreeable  sensation  on  the  public  mind  here, 
and  probably  on  that  of  the  government.  The  one  written 
by  you  is  spoken  of  as  being  within  the  limits  of  diplomatic 
forms.' 

"Geatlemei),  whether  in  or  out  of  office,  are  doubtless 
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free  in  their  afiections-or  predilections  for  persons^  or  na- 
tions ;  but  as  the-  situation  of  the  United '  States  is  neutral, 
so  also  should  "be  Uieir  language  to  the  belligerent  power;. 
Neithercanit  be  proper  to  adopt  any  mode  of  pleasing  one 
party  that  would  naturally  be  offensive  to  the  other;  and 
more  particularly  at  a  time  when  with  that  other  a. nego- 
tiation for  pe^ce,  commerce,  and  friendship  is  pending. 
:  <^To  be  fair,  upright^  anc(  prudent,  is  to  be  politic;  and 
of  the  truth  of  this  maztiii,.yot[r  character,  and  very  singu- 
lar degree  of  res^qtability,"  wei^t,  and  reputation,  afford 
the  strongest' prooll  "        ■ 

^  I  learn- that  Vicginia.ici  escheating'British  property,  and 
I  hear  of  other  occurrences  which  I  regret;  but  they  shs^ 
not  abate  my  perseverance  in  endeavouring  to  prosecute 
peace,  and.  bring  the  negotiation  to  such  a  conclusiofi  as 
will  either  ensure  peace  Mrith  this  country,  or  produce 
union  among  ourselves  in  prosecuting  war  agunst  it. 
Whatever  may  be  the  issue,  I' am  determined  not  to  lose 
the  only  satisfaction  that  I  can  be  sure  of,  viz.,  the  satis&c-  ' 
tion  resulting  from  a  cuusciousness  of  having  done  my 
duty. 

"  That  attempts  will  be  made  in  America  to  frustrate  this 
Tiegotiationy  I  have  not  the  most  distant  shadow  of  a  doubt 
I  brought  this  belief  and  opinion  with. me ;  and  my  depend- 
ence-then was,  and  still  is,  on  the  wisdom,  firmness,  •  and 
integrity  of  the  government ;  on  the.  general  good  sense  (rf 
our  people ;  and  on  those  enlightened  aivi  virtuous  charaQ- 
ters  among  them  who  regard  the  peade,  honour,  aod  wel- 
fare^  of  their  country  as  primary  objects.  •  These  mon  re- 
gret the  differences  which  subsist  between  this  country  and 
their  own,  and  sincerely  desire  to  see  mutual  animosities 
give  way  to  mutual  good-will.  As  to  .a  political  connetion 
vrith  ally  country,  I  hope  it  will  never  be  judged  necessary, 
for  I  very  much  doubt  whether  it  would,  ultimately  be 
found  useful ;  it  Would,  in  my  opinion,  introduce  foreign 
influence,  which  I  consider  as  the  worst  of  political  plagues. 
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ith  Dm  bsBtwubes  for  your  beihjt  and 
-with 'perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attaplUQent, 
"I  am,  dear  mi,- 
" Your  nM»t  obedient andtiblieed 
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few  daya  ^fier  the  ti;e«ty  b^d  beea  tigi^  the  &Uow- 
jcinto  letter  was  written  to  Lord  GtenvJU^  ja  iOBW^ 
to' a  coofidfeDLtial  411^ 'firom  hia  lord^p.  ■  '  ■     ■  •' 


"TO  liOHD   GREHVUXE. 

"Rojal  Hold.  PdlmaV,  nd  No*^  17»«; 
•     "  M«  LobDo  . 

i  ^J  have-  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  letter  which 
jreur  lordsh^)  did  nie  the  honotu  to.write  yesterday,  encloa- 
ing'  a  copy  of  one  that  you  h^d  written  to  Mr.  Hwninond.* 
HarksuJf  confidence .  from  those  who  merit  it  are  grateful 
tO'th^  human  mind ;  they  give  occasionto  in&rences  which 
by  soothing  seif-IoVe  produce  agreeable  emotions. 

"Being  aware  tlml  uur  inuliial  cffortB  to  restore  good- 
humour  and  good-will  between  our  two  countries  should 
be  continued  beyond  the  date  of  the  treaty,  I  am  happy 
that  our  sentiments  in  this  respect  coincide. 

*■  The  letters  I  have  written  to  America  with  the  two 
copies  of  the  treaty,  wliich  arc  already  despatched,  leave 
me  little  to  add  on  the  subject  of  your  lordship's  letter  j 
they  are  indeed  concise,  for  I  had  not  tune  to  amplify ; 
they  will  be  followed  by  others  less  general  and  more 
pointed.  There  are  men  among  ue  to  whom  these  idea* 
will  be  familiar,  and  who  will  not  omit  to  disseminate  them. 
Their  opinions  and  example  will  have  influence,  but  it  will 
be  progressive,  not  sudden  and  general. 

"  -The  storm,  I  hope  and  believe,  will  soon  cease ;  but  the 
agitation  of  the  waters  will  naturally  lake  some  time  to 

*  The  Biiluh  mmkUr  in  ths  United  St«t«». 
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fubside ;  no,  man  cap  with  eiTect  say  to  them«  *  Peace,  be 
still/  By  casting  oil  upon  them,  they  will  doubtless  be  tliBf 
sooner  cakned.    Let  us  do  so.  • 

^  I  havp  a.  good  opinion'  of  Mr.  Hammond ;  nay,  more, 
I  really  wish. him  well:  the  asperities,  however,  which 
have  taken  place,  lead  me  to  apprehend  that  official  darts 
have  frequently  pierced  through  the  official  charaqters  and 
wounded  the  mei^.  Hence  I  cannot  forbear  wishing  dttt 
Mr.  Hammond  liad  a  better  place^  and  that  a  person  well 
adapted  to  .the  ^ezistuig  state  of  things  was  sent  to  socceed 

him.  :      •  "^   ^ 

^  My  lord,  I  make  this  remark  on  the  most  maturd  refleo- 
tion,  and  found  it  on  those  active  principles  in  human  nature 
tyhieh,  howevfer  they*  may  be  repressed,  cdnnot  easily 'be 
rendered  dormant,  except  in  csises  of  greater  magnanimity 
than  prudence  will  usually  allow  u$  to  calculate  upon. 

'^  It  is  not  without  reluctance  that  I  give  this,  remark  a 
place  in  this  letter.  I  dass  Mr.  Hammond,  among  thoji^ 
who  I  think  are  friendly  to  me.  1  have  experienced  his 
attentions  and  hospitaUty:  not  an  unkind  idea  respecting 
him  passes  in  my  mind.  PuUic  and  common  good  is  mjr 
object  and  my  motive.      . 

"  That  official  letters  and  documents  have  been  prema- 
turely and  improperly  published  in  America  is  evident  I 
have  not  been  sparing  of  animadversion^  on  this  head,  and- 
flatter  myself  that  more  circumspection  will  in  future  be 
used. 

**  The  consuls  and  other  public  officers  and  agents  in*  the 
two  countries  will  have  it  much  in  their  pow^r  (especiaUy 
in  America,  from  the  nature  of  the  government  and  state 
of  society)  to  promote ^r  to  check  the  progress  of  con- 
ciliation and  cordiality.  ^     • 

**  I  have  but  imperfect  knowledge  of  those  now"  in  the 
United  States,  except  Sir  John  Temple,  whose  conduct 
and  conversation  appeared  to  be  conciliatory.  I  have  been 
informed  very  explicitly  that  Mr.  ****♦***♦,  the  consul 
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in  Vii^ginia,  i»  not  esteemed,  and  that  his  privf^  ciiiinkcter 
ji  'ftr  from  being  estiihabte.  I  mention  this  a9  meri&ig 
inquiry.  ..    -  *      \^^ 

'  '^  There  being  no  French  merchant  ships  in  the  AflfexicBtl 
ie&Sy  the  privateers  must  either  prey  on  neutral  vessels  oir 
return  without  sspoil.  Hence  ^y  -  become  jexpbsed  to 
temptations  not  easy  for  theiti:  to  resist  /       -. 

' '  **  The  privateers  oftwo  hoktSte  nations  have  no  deaure^ 
ieek  and  to  i^t  each  other.  Between  niere  birdskof  pfey 
tiiere  are  few  conflicts.  If  they  were  recalled,  their  crews 
mi^ht  be  usefully  employed  in  ships  of  war  or  of  commek^. 
PiBTdoa'  the-  liberty  of  these  hint^,  they  occurred  to  me,  ^md 
I  let  my*  pen  run  on— perhaps  too  far. 

•^ferpriit  tne  t6  as^uiTe  ^ou,  my  lord*  that  my  endeavours 
tocukivate  amity  and  good- Will  between  t>ur^imtrtes  and 
pep]^e  shall  continue  unremitted;  and  that  they  will  tjoi 
Cease  to  be  animated  by  your  lordship's  cooperation.  To 
use  an'  Indian  figure,  may  :the  hatchet  be  heiicefcHrth  bulled 
for  ev^,  and  with  it  all  the  animoslities  which  sharpened, 
and  which  threatened  to  redden  it.  With  the  best  wishes 
for  your  happiness,  and  with  real  esteem  and  regard, 

"I  am,  my  lord, 
"  Your  lordship's  mbsf^obedient  servant, 

"John  Jay.** 

Mr.  Jay's  old  friend  and  fellow-student,  Lindley  Murray, 
was  at  this  time  residing  at  York.  The  engagements  of 
the  one,  and  the  ill-heakh  of  the  other,  prevented  them  from 
meeting,  but  their  mutual  e^steem  led  to  a  correspondence, 
from  which  the  following  are  extracts. 

t-.  ■ 

"to   JOHN   JAY. 

"  York,  15th  of  7th  mo.,  1794. 

"When  I  first  heard  of  the  commission  of  my  much 
esteemed  friend,  John  Jay,  as  envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
Britidi  court,  I  rejoiced  in  the  prospect  which  his  known 
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abilities^  integrity,  and  benevolence  aflfordod,  of  a  speedy 
and  happy -dispersion  of  those^clouds  of  hostility  which  have 
been  for  some  time  gathering,  and  which  seemed  of  late, 
ready  to  involve  the  two  countries  in  confusion  and  distreiss.' 
I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  when  I  say,  that  I  do  not  know 
ahyt>ther  person  in  America  whose  appointment  to  this 
high  office  would  have  given  me  so  much  satisfaction,  and 
promised  so  successful  an  issue ;  and  I  believe  that  these 
sentiments  are  not  merely  the  effusions  of  an  early  admira- 
tioa  of  his  talents  4&  virtues,  but  of  the  most  sincere  and 
respectful  attachment; 

5*  It  is  the  earnest  vrish  of  mjr  I^art,  that  thy  labours  may    * 
b&happily  crowned,  and  that  by- them  the  inestiniable  ble$d* 
ings  of  peace  and  brojLherly  intercourse' may  be  preserved 
and  estabUshed  on  a  permanent  foundation. 

^  I  trust,  too,  that  the  consciousness  of  this,  benevolent 
and  Christian  work  will,  amid  many  other  charities  of  lifo, 
fireqoently  rise  in  grateful  and  self-approving  remembrance^ 
and,  if  a  day  of  affliction  should  come,  wilj^  furmsb  a  cor*, 
dial  of  the  most  sovereign  virtue,  the  recollection  of  having 
been  the  means  of  preventing  the  destructiola  of  thpusandi^ 
and  x)f  promoting  the  harmony  and  happiness  of  millions  of 
thy  ifellow-creatures. 

"  I  have  but  one  wish  more  to  express  on  this  subject, 
which  is,  that  when  thou  hast  been  happily  instrumental  in 
removing  every  ^ause  of  uneasiness  and  discord  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  thou  may st  find  thyself  author- 
ized to  tender  the  mediation  of  America  to  the  present  b^- 
ligerent  powers,  for  stopping  the  effusion  of  human  blood, 
and  terminating  the  calamitieis  of  a  most  ferocious  and  deso- 
lating war.  To  be  an  instrument  in  accomplishing  a  deed 
so  extensively  beneficent  must,  if  virtue  so  exalted  needed 
any  accession  of  happiness,  be  contemplated  and  applauded 
by  the  wise  and  good  to  the  latest  period  of  time. 

"  But,  whatever  may  be  the  issup  of  thy  present  negotia-  ,^ 
tion,  or  however  disproportionate  may  be  thy  commissioa 
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to  the  estent  of  thy  benevolence,  thou  wilt  always  have  the 
esteem  &nd  regard  of  one  who,  though  indeed  his  esteem  and 
r^ard  areof  very  little  consequence,  could  not  withhold  this 
testimoay  of  bis  respectful  remembrance,  and  who  takes  the 
liberty  of  subscribing  himself 

"  Thy  affectionately  attached  friend, 


"  p.  S.  Had  it  been  in  my  power  to  travel  as  faraa  Lon- 
don, 1  should  have  gone  with  pleasure,  on  this  occasion,  to 
pay  my  respects  to  thee  in  person;  but  I  am  in  a  very 
feeble  state,  and  unable  to  go  from  home  more  than  a  few 
miles  each  day,  for  the  benefit  of  exercise  t  so  that  I 
cannot  procure  myself  that  satisfaction.  I  have  also  for 
8ome  time  been  deprived  of  the  usual  ezertion  of  my  voice, 
and  can  converse  scarcely  above  a  whisper;  but,  notwirh- 
standing  this,  it  would  be  a  peculiar  gratification,  if  the 
course  of  thy  travels  should  include  York,  to  have  the  fa- 
vour of  seeing  thee  aud  enjoying  thy  company  at  my  house 
during  thy  stay  in  this  city.  Some  years  since.  I  took  the 
liberty  of  requesting  thy  acceptance  of  a  small  compilation 
which  1  had  then  published,  and  which  1  suppose  thou  re- 
ceived. I  have  lately  revised  and  enlarged  that  collection, 
and,  though  I  think  it  scarcely  worth  thp  attention,  yet,  as 
thou  hast  seen  the  first  edition,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed 
an  intrusion  to  beg  thy  acceptance  of  a  copy  of  this  last 
impression." 

"TO    LINDLBV  MrRKAT. 

•<  Royid  Hotel,  Pallmall,  33d  AiignM,  17M. 

"  Dear  Sm, 

"1  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  the  kind  letter  you  was 
so  obliging  as  to  write  me  on  the  15th  of  this  month.  The 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard  which  are  expressed  in  it 
afibrd  additional  inducements  to  my  endeavours  to  dsmre 
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^  To  see  thiqgs  ^  being  what,  they  are,  to  estimate  them 
aright,  and  to  act  accordingly  are  of  all  attainments  the 
iQOst  important  Circumstanced  as  we  are,  it  is  exceedingly 
diffic\ilt  to  acquire  either  of'  these,  and  especially  the  last, 
in  any  eminent;  degree ;  but  in  proportion  to  our  progress, 
sovwill'be  our  wisdom  and  our  prospect  of  happiness. 

"  I  pei:ceite  that  we  ooncor  in  thinking  that  we  must  go 
home  to  be  happy,  and  that  our  hc»ne  is  not  in  this  world. 
Here  we  have  nothing  to  dp  but  our  duty,  and  by  it  to  reg- 
ulate our  business  and  our  pleasures ;  for  there  are  inno^ 
eent  as  well  as  vicious  pleasures,  and  travellers  through  the 
world  (as  we  all  are)  may,  without  scruple,  gratefully  enjoy 
the  gpod  roads,  pleasant  scenes,  and  agreeable  accommoda- 
tions with  wbiob  Ftovidenoe  may  be  pleased  to  reiider  oujr 
journey  more  cheerful  pind  comfortable ;  but  in  search  of 
these  live  aref  liot  to  deviate  from  th^  jnaiil  road,  nor,  when 
they  occur,  should  we  permit  them  to  detain  or  retard  us. 
The  theory  of  prude^ce  is  sublime  and  in  many  respects' 
simple.  The  practice  is  difficult  r^nd  itnec^sarily  must 
be  so,  or  this  would  -cease  to  be  a  state  oif  probation. 

^The  sentiments  difiused  through  your  book  are  just, 
striking,  and  usefiil';  but,  my  good  friend,  our  opinions  are 
oftener  right  than  our  conduct;  Among  the  strange  things 
of  this  worlds  nothing'  seems  more  strangs  than  that  men 
pursuing  happiness  sHodd  knowingly  quit  the  right  and 
take  a  wrong  road,  and  frequently  do  what  their  judgments 
neither  approve  nor  prefer.  Yet  so  is  the  fact;  and  this 
fact  points  strongly  to  the  necessity  of  our  being  healed,  or 
restored,  or  regenerated  by  a  power  more  energetic  than 
any  of  those  which  properly  belong  to  the  human  mind. 

"  We.  perceive  that  a  great  breach  has  been  made  in  the 
moral  and  physical  systems  by  the  introduction  of  moral 
.  and  physical  evil ;  how  or  why,  we  know  not;  so,  however, 
it  is,  and  it  certainly  seems  proper  that  this  breach  should 
be  closed  and  order  restored.  For  this  purpose  only  one 
adequate  plan  has  ever  appeared  in  the  world,  and  that  is 

VOL.  I. — ^Y  Y 


\ 


9M  un  druvBir  JAY/  ^ 

the  Christian  dispieosatioU  ^Inthia  piaji  I  liaTe  rftft  fijth. 
Man, 'in  his  piesent  statQ^'^ppears  to  be.  a  degradadJei^a^^ 
tpre ;  his  best  goUl  is  mixed  with  tlross;  and  his  bert  iikh 
ti¥9J^  are  very- for  from  beidg  pure  aifed  free  from  earth  and 

impurity-  -.    ,'  ,;  ■    /'     ./'    . 

'    ^  I  mention  these  ^things  that  you  may  see  the'^ale  of 

my  mind  relative  to  these  interesting, subjeets,  and: to tp* 
lieve  yours  from  doubts  which  yoijr  friendship  for  ma  miglit 
rander  d^sagre08(Ue.'    .  *   ''  •  .   '* 

.'•^ I  regret  your  want  of  health  and  the  bp^iljr.  afflictkxbs 
with  which  you  are  visited.  God  only  kndws  what  is  best 
Many  will  have  reason  to  rejoice,  in^the  end^  for  the  days 
wherein  they  hav6  seen  adversity. ;  Your  mind  is  .in  fldl 
strength;  and  vigour,  and  diat  is  an  inestimable^  blessing. 
*  '*  It  really  would  give  me  great  pleasuiie  to  "visit  you  be- 
fore I  return  r  but  I  dare  not  promise*  myself  that.satisfac- 
tion,  being  so  much  and  so  constantly  unde^r  thedii^ction 
of*circumstances  which  I  cannot  ^control. 

**  As  to  the  wars  now  waging,  they  appear  to  me  to  be 
of  a  different  description  from  ordinary  ones.  They  are, 
in  my  opinion,  as  unlike  cpmmon  wars  as  the  great  plague 
in  London  was  uolike  common  sicknesses.  I  think  we  are 
just  entering  on  the  age  of  revolutions,  and  that  the  impuri- 
ties of  our  moral  atmosphere  (if  I  may  use  the  expression) 
are  about  to  be  purified  by  a  succession  of  political  storms. 
I  sincerely  wish  for  general  .peace  and'  good-will  among 
men,  but  I  shall  be  mistaken  if  (short  intervals  excepted)  the 
season  for  those  blessirigs  is  not  at  some  distance.  If  any 
country  escapes,.!  am  inclined  to  think  it  will  be  our  own ; 
and  I  am  led  to  this  opinion  by  general  principles  and  rea- 
sonings, and  not  by  particular  facts  or  occurrences,  some  of 
which  so  strongly  favour  a  contrary  idea  as  to  produce  in 
my  mind  much  doubt  and  apprehension. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  Your  affectionate  friend, 

"John  Jay." 
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The  delicate  3tate  of  Mn  Jay's  health  induced  him  to 
avoid  the  exposure  ,of  a  wmter**  voyage,  and  to  postpone 
his  return  tSl,  the  efnsuing  spring.  His  character,  manners, 
and  thQ4fUcoessfuI  issue  of  his  negotiation  procured  for  him 
very  ^neral  attention,  aqd  the  returning  .good-will  of 
Britain  toward^:  the  United/ States  seemed  to  manifest  itself 
•in  civilities  to  their  representative. 

Lord  Grenville,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  in  con- 
fonbity  with  the  practice  of  hi^.cqurt^.gave  prders  for  a 
snuff-box  with  the  king's  miqitfture^^t  in  diamonds,  as  a 
present  to  the  American  n^otiator. 

'    **TO  JOHN  4AY.      ' 

.s        ,    *.    '    ^  ••  London,  10th  April,  1796,- 

**  In  answer  to  the.  question  you  have  proposed  to  me, 
concer^ing  the  propriety  of  the  *  diplomatic  age|its  of  the 
United  States  receiving  from  the  couct  4o  which  they  have 
been  sent  the  present  which  it  is  customary  to  offer  thenr 
at  the  conclusion ^of  their  mission ;  I. have  to  inform  yoO 
that  before  I  left  America  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Jefferson,  then  secretary  of  state,  on  this  subject,  and  that 
it  was  his-4:)pi)uon.that  the  present  might  with  pr6priety  be 
received^  .  The  reasons  in  support  of  ^is  opinion  Are  prin- 
cipally these,-''-that  the  accciptanoe  of  the  present  can  have 
no  influence  on  the  conduct  of  the  minister  '(which  it  is  to 
be  presumed  the  article  of  the  constitution  means  to  guard 
against),  "because  it  is  given  indiscriminately  to  all  foreign 
ministers ;  that  it  is  of  equal  "value  to  all'of  ihe  same  rank, 
whether  their  conduct  has  been  pleasing*  or  otherwise  to 
the  court  to  which  they  have  been  delegated ;  that  it  is  only 
given  at  the  conclusion  of  their  mission ;  that  it  may  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing/  with  the  ^privileges,  received 
by  all  foreign- ministers,  of  exemption  from  the  payment  of 
duties  on  the  inuportation  of  certain  articles  for  their  use ; 
that  it  may  be  considered  in  the  pature  of  a  retribution  for 


4 


tbe  Qhristipas^boies,  and  ojther;custoinsMr|r  |>erquiail^  which 
il  13  usual  foi*  foreign  mimBters  to  give  to  thoj  infeffior  attmd-^ 
fUits  of  the  Bovereign  a(  wfaosle^  court  they  it»yhi||;  that  tfas 
j^eiusal  .might  «be  oonsidered  as  an  offeiisiye  peoa]i4iit]r:iii 
^  ipiuisters  of  tha  U^iited  Sta^tes ;  that  it  has  hittmrto  b^«Q 
.le^eivediiy  our  tninisters  ^t  foreign  couvta,  yKJtMrithgfiHiding 
the  article  in  the  ofd  ponfedenttion^  similar  tolbnUiB  our 
jxQesent  constitution;'  and  ^^lastlyy^ibat  it  is'.jon  oitalbtiibBd 
oustom'with  pur  government  to  mak/^  similar  presenla  to 
jdbe  niinisters  of  foreign  powerjs. delegated. to  them. 

"Here  are  mpre  reasons,  niy  dear  |ur,  thaa  an  object  of 
so  little  importance  seems*  to  merit :.  you  w;ill,  however, 
shortly  have  an  opportunity :  of  knowing  the  present  .sen- 
timents (if  our  government  on  the  jfubject,  which  you 
will  oblige  me  by  communicating  for  the  dl'rec^oh^of  my 
conduct...  .  ,   ^,  ,  •  >  '->■  '    1 

• -^Believe  me  to.be,,w^th  the  smoersst  esteem  and  true 
rospeet.'r  .    :  "^^  .  *   '  ..      •  ,  .. 

^^        -  T     •     ^      '.   *f  My  dear  ^,.  • 

"  Yoilr  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

>  ■ 

V..,  "  ThOS.  PlNCKHBY.'* 

t 

'       ■  '  ~'>        .  ■ 

.  Notwithstanding  these  arguments^  Mrl  Jay  resolved  to 
be  governed  by  the  letter  of  the  constitution;  and  declined 
the  proffered  present. 

Various  considerations  at  this  period  united  in  prompting 
many  discontented  politicians  and  adventurous  spirits  in 
Great  Britain,  to  abandon  the  country  of  th^  birth,  and  to 
seek  a  home  in  the  Uhited  States^  It  was  natural  that 
such  persons  should  ask  from  tlie  American  minister  advice 
and  information  relative  to  fheir  proposed /removal,  and 
accordingly  numerous  tipplicationa  Were  made  to  him  by 
persons  in  England,  and  by  sOipe  in  Irelai^d.  The  follow- 
ing letter  will  suffice  to  show  the  course  he  pursued  on 
these  occasions.  . 
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.  ^  TO  lUL   CRAWIiET.    . 

,  . «« I^yal  Hotel,  PiOlmall,  28th  Oct.,  1794. 

**SlR, 

^  I  was  this  morning  favoured  with  yours  of  the  ISth  of 
thift  month,  requesting  information  and  >advic^  relative  to 
the  United  States. 

^  Itis  natural,  that  as  you  purpose  to  remove  to  Ameriica, 
you  should  be  anxious  to  obtain  advice  and  infbrmaticxi  on 
which  you  couki  depend,;  and  I  would  with  pleai^mie  <Mnn- 
ply  with  your  Inquest,  if  I  w^s  not  restrained,  by  the  duties 
incident  to  my  situation  here. 

^'  A  public  minister,  received  and  protected  by  the  gov- 
ernment, to  which  he  i^  sent,  and  enjoying  the  particular 
privilege  annexed  to  his.  function,  ought  to  abstain  from 
intermeddling  in  ^  the  afiairs  of  the  country,  and  from  pro- 
moting any  measures  disagrieeable  4o  the  government 

^'  There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  emigrations  to  America 
are  among  the  number  of  these  nlpasures,  and  therefore  it 
would  not  be-prope^r  for  me- to  have  any  agency  in  fecili- 
tating  thekn :  for  these  reasons  I  Qiiake  it  a  genial  rule  not 
to  encourage  iior  discourage  emigrations,  but  to  be  entirely 
passive.  % 

.  "  I  flatter  myself  you  will  perceive  the  prudence  and  pro- 
priety of  this  conduct,  and  be  persuaded  that  I  woujd  other- 
wise do  you  the  friendly  service  you  request,. ch^rfully  and 
without  limitation.    .    .  '  .         > 

/     '     •  <**  Your  humble  servant, 

"  JOHH  JaV." 

\ 

/  ■.  '  »  •  ■  . 

Mr.  Jay's  good  offices  w^re  frequently  solicited  by  the 
friends  of  English .  prisoners  of  war  in  France,  either  to 
forward  letters  to  them,  or  to  procure  their  liberation ;  and 
in  several  instances  Jie  had  the  gratification  of  rendering 
his  official  station  subservient  to  the  cause  of  humanity. 
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"  TO  JAMS8  ICONBOE,   PAJU9. 


"Sir, 


,  '^In  July,  1792,  Misii  B^instow,  a  young  laclyv  OQW  of 
i6venteen»  casd*  ^hose  &mily'  reside  near  this  dtyi*  Wftf 
placed  at  Bolog^e,  under  the  care  and  in.tfief^lioiHe  4>f 
Madame  I^lseaux,  a  respectable  ividow  lady  tbsiey  lor 
tfce  benefit  of  education.  •/  ''    :  -     .         •  < 

..^In  September  last  she  was,  together  with*  hei'  firiend-and 
fiallow-pensiot^r  Miss  Homblow,  arrested  and  confined-  in 
a  convent 

"  In  the  January  fidlowing  they*  were  removed  4Mick  to 
Madame  Delse^ux's  house,  where  they  still  p6i|ia!iiLC<Mifitaed 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  decree*  ;  **•     .  .' 

^Miss  BainstoVs  friends  are  exceedhigly^99licitouff  tgt 
interest  your  kind  offices  inv.faypur  of  these  youx^  ladies. 
They  entreat  me  to  lay  ihes6  facts  before^  you,  and  convey 
their  most  earnest  xe<)H6sts  that  yoawillbe'so  good  as«jto 
endeavour  to  obtain  permission  for  them  to  return  home. 

-  **  When  I  consider  what  my  feelings  would  be,  had  I  a 
daughter  of  that  age  ^  circumstanced,  I  find  it  impossible 
to  resist  this  application.  I  know  by  experience  that  busi- 
ness not  conncQled  with  the  objects  of  one's  inission  can. 
seldom  be  pleasant.  The  business  of  hiMtianity,  however^ 
seems  to  be- attached  to  opportunities  of  doing  it.  I  will 
not  enlarge  on  this  subject;  every  remark  incident  to  it 
will  occur  to  you.  For  Yny  part  I  am  not  apprized  of  any 
objection  to  permitting  these  foreign  children  to  go  home  to 
their  parents;  and  should  such  a  general  permission  be 
efiected  by  your  means,  the  remembrance  pf  it  would  be^ 
sweet  to  you  for  ever.  * 

"  I  remain,  sif^ 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

*'  John  Jay." 
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The  following  correspondence  derives  additional  interest 
fiom  the  circumstance  that -the  gentleman  and  lady  who 
are  the  subjects  x)f  it  were;  the  brother  and  sister  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,*  - 

•(  Royal  Hotel,  Pallmall,  32d  September,  1794.    ' 

^  Mr.  Jay  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  Momington, 
and  has  the  honour  of  informing  him  that  an  American  gen- 
tleman, in  whom  Mr.  Jay  has  confidence,  purposes  to  go,  in 
Uie  course  of  this  week,  to  Paris.  Should  his  lordship  wish 
to  honour  this  gentleman  with  any  commands,  Mr.  Jay 
(being  persuaded  they  would  be  cheerfully  received  and 
properly  executed)  will,  with  great  pleasure,'  take  the  neces- 
sary measure?." 


(. 


.  *     "to  JOHN  JAY. 

•     /  .■^BrighOielnMrtOD,  September  86th,  1794. 

"Sw,      '         •  •   •         . 

'^'I  return  you  many  thanks,  for  the  bono^ir  6f  your  note, 
which  I  received  iAst  night  upon  mycgrrival  at  this  place, 
and  I  request  you  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  aJwajrs  retain 
agratcnful  sense  of  your  humane  attention  to  the  application, 
which  I  took  the  liberty  of  making  to  you  in  fiivour  of  my 
brother  and  sifter.. 

'^  In  a  matter  of  such  extreme  delicacy,  and  which  is  so 
much  involved  in  difficulties  on  all  sides^  I  had  determined, 
after  our*  conversation  at  Dropmore,  to  wait  the  event  of 
your  appUcation  for  the'  release  of  the  ydung  person  de- 
tained at  Boulogne*  and  to  be  guided  by  ^t  event  with 
respect  to  the  form  of  any  raen\ori^al  to  the  French  govern- 
ment with  which  I  might  hereafter  trouble  you,  according 
to  your  kind  permission.  But  the  circumstance  which  you 
mention  ill  your  note  seems  to  offer  so  evident  an  advanti^ge, 
and  of  a  nature  so  little  likely  to  recur  within  any  short 

*  Sir  Henry  Wesley  and  Lady  Fitzroy,  who,  while  on  their  pasaage 
firom  Liabon  to  England,  were  taken  by  a  French  frigate  and  carried  to 
France,  where  they  wen  detained  aa  priaoneraof  war. 
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timei  that  I  have  determined  iiot  to  lose  it  by  gMng-wsy 
to  any  further  dodbt  or  hesitation.  I  am  txxmnoed  that 
any  gentleman  in  whom  you  have  coofidence  must  possess 
all  those  qualities  of  discretion  and  discernment  which  are 
necessary  for  the  conduct  of  such  an  affair..  I  have  there- 
fore written  a  narrative  of  the  misfortunes  of  my  sister  and 
of  my  brother,  with  no  other  .observations  than  soch  as 
appe^ured  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  explain  the  peculiar 
hardship  of  their  case.  I  have  tran^ated  this  narrative  into 
French ;  and  you  will  very  much  add  to  the  kindness  which 
I  have  already  received  from  you,  if  you^will have  thegood* 
ness  to  read  over  these  papers,  and  if  you  find  a^y  thing 
imprudent  or  superfluous,  to  strike  it  ^ut  I  wodd  4hen 
request  you  to  deliver  these  papers  to  the  gendito^  who 
is  going  to  Paris,  and  to  induce  him  to  exercise  his  judgment 
as  well  on  their  contents  as  on  iher  use  to  be  miade  of  them 
If.  he  thinks  it  useful,  to  present  the  French  paper  to  the 
government  at  Paris,.or  if  he- should  be  of  opinion^that  my 
object  would  be  better  attailifed  by  cotnmunicating  the  facts 
relating  to  my  brother  and  sister  in  any  other  mode,  I  should 
wish  him  to  act  entirely  acc6rding  to  his  view  of  circum- 
stances upon  the .  spot  If  it  should  unfortunately  happen 
to  be  his  opinion,  th^rt  any  application  in  favour  of  the  pris- 
oners would  only  t^nd  to  draw  them  .into  more  particular 
notice,  and  to  expose  them  to  more  rigorous  treatment,  my 
wish  then  would  be  that  he  should  not  even  mention  their 
names ;  and!  painful  as  this  termination  of  my  endeavours 
to  obtain  their  liberty  must  be  to  my  mind,  the  opinion  of  a 
gentleman  of  such  a  character  as  you  descj^ibe  will  satisfy 
me  that  the  best  decision  has  been  taken  wlu«h  circum- 
stances would  admit. 

"  With  respect  to  the  conditions  which  might  be  annexed 
to  their  liberty,  I  imagine  they  C[an  be  only  of  two  kinds, — - 
either  an  exchange  of  French  prisoners  in  the  place  of  my 
brother  and  sister  and  their  servants,  or  a  pecuniary  con- 
sideration in  the  way  of  ransom.  The  first  would  not  be  a 
matter  of  much  diflkulty,  although  it  cannot  be  done  under 
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the  authority  of  gOYemment ;  but  I  think  it  might  easily  be 
accomplished  through  the  agents  for  prisoners  at  Jersey  or 
Guernsey,  and  at  St  Malo.  With  regard  to  a  ransom,  I 
am  ready  to  pay  it  if  it  should  not  be  scandalously  exor- 
bitant ;  although  I  cannot  but  say  that  I  think  such  a 
transaction  would  be  highly  disgraceful  to  the  French 
government. 

''If  there  should  ajppear  a  disposition  to  release  my 
brother  and  sister,  I  should  hope  they  might  be  allowed  to 
freight  a  neutral  ship  at  Brest  for  some  English  port :  this 
would  be  the  safest  as  well  as  the  most  expeditious  mode 
of  returning  home.  But  if  this  should  be  refused,  they 
might  still  be  permitted  to  return  through  Switzerland. 

^  I  trust  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  pardon  the  length 
of  this  detail ;  I  thou^t  it  necessary  for  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  who  has  the  kindness  to  charge  himself  with 
this  commission ;  and  I  am  persuaded  the  same  sentiment 
of  humanity  which  induced  you  to  give  your  favourable 
attention  to  my  first  application,  will  plead  my  excuse  for 
the  tediousness  of  this  letter. 

^  I  shall  naturally  be  very  anxious  to  learn  the  result  of 
this  afiair,  in  which  I  am  so  deeply  interested ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  allow  me  to  have  the  honour  of  paying  my  respects 
to  you  in  London  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose. 

''Believe  me,  sir,  with  the  most  sincere  respect  and 
esteem, 

"  Your  much  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"  MoRiaNQTON." 

"  p.  S.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  with  the 
narrative  a  letter  to  my  brother,  which  I  request  your 
friend  to  put  in  the  post  either  at  Paris  or  anywhere  in 
France.  It  contains  nothing  but  common  family  intelli- 
gence, and  some  expressions  of  surprise  at  the  long  deten- 
tion of  the  two  prisoners.     If  your  friend  could  only  find 
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means  of  obtaining  conveyance  for  a  letter  from  my  brother 
to  me,  it  wouid  be  a  great  object,  as  I  have  not  heard  from 
him  since  the  10th  of  July,  1  have  carefully  nb stained  from 
giving  the  least  hint  in  my  letter  of  the  kindness  of  your 
friend." 


■ 


"  No.  3,  CBvendi«h-K]ii«re,  J 
Tharadaj,  Ocl.  3d,  1794.  \ 
"  Lady  Momington  presents  her  respectful  compliments 
to  Mr.  Jay,  and  takes  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  few  lines 
for  her  daughter,  to  inform  her  that  her  children  and  friends 
are  well.  Laily  Mornington  Ijegs  leave  to  assure  Mr.  Jay, 
that  she  is  most  gratefully  sensible  of  his  humane  attentioa 
to  Lord  Mornington's  application  respecting  his  brother 
and  sister,  and  she  cannot  resist  giving  way  to  a  hope,  that 
Mr.  Jay's  doing  her  unfoi-tunate  children  the  honour  to 
interest  himself  about  them  may  be  successful." 

"  Mr.  Jay  presents  his  respectful  compliments  to  Lady 
Mornington.  hnniedialely  on  receiving  the  note  with  whirii 
her  ladyship  honoured  him  to  day,  he  sent  the  letter  that 
was  endosed  in  it,  to  the  gentleman  who  is  expected  to 
carry  it  to  France. 

"The  measure  of  arresting  and  confining  all  the  Englirfi, 
without  discrimination,  who  were  fonnd  in  France,  indicates 
a  policy  and  a  disposition  unfavourable  to  Lady  Fitzroy'a 
liberation.  Whether  the  existing  administration  will,  if  so 
inclined,  find  it  safe  and  prudent  to  relax  in  these  respects 
is  doubtful ;  especially  considering  the  influence  which 
popular  opinions,  jealousies,  and  resentments  frequently 
have  on  popular  chiefs  and  leaders, 

"  Mr.  Jay  forbears,  therefore,  to  flatter  either  Lady  Morn- 
ington or  himself  with  expectations  which,  however  pleas- 
ing, are  too  precarious  to  be  greatly  indulged. 
"  RoyiJ  Hoiol,  Pdlliiiiill, 
"MOM.,  1791." 
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CHAPTER  X. 


1795-6. 


Mr.  Jay  elected  Governor  in  his  Absence — Arrives  in  New- York — ^Resigns 
Oflice  of  Chief  Justice — Opposition  to  the  British  Treaty — Proceedingg 
in  the  House  of  Representatives — Comparison  between  the  British 
Treaty  and  others  subsequently  formed. 

Thb  means  used  by  the  democratic  party  in  1792  to 
exclude  Mr.  Jay  from  the  office  of  governor,  to  which  he 
had  been  elected  by  the  people,  produced  a  powerful  re- 
action throughout  the  State,  and  the  party  was  left  in  a 
minority  by  the  elections  of  the  two  succeeding  years. 
The  term  for  which  the  canvassers  had  declared  Mr.  Clin- 
ton to  be  governor  was  now  nearly  expired,  and  the  ap- 
proaching contest  brought  into  vivid  recollection  the  extra- 
ordinary termination  of  the  last.  Mr.  Clinton  tliought 
proper  to  retire  from  the  arena,  and  his  partisans  adopted 
Mr.  Yates,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Slate,  as  their  candidate 
for  the  office. 

Mr.  Jay  was  in  England — the  period  of  his  return  wai 
uncertain — he  had  not  been  consulted  as  to  a  second  nomi- 
nation— and  it  was  now  too  late  to  ask  his  consent.  Under 
these  circumstances,  prudence  would  perhaps  have  dictated 
to  the  federal  party  the  expediency  of  selecting  another 
candidate,  had  not  the  public  voice  loudly  demanded  th^t 
the  injustice  he  had  formerly  suffered  should  now  be  re- 
paired. Public  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  State 
almost  simultaneously  nominated  him  as  the  next  governor. 
In  this  country,  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  an  elec- 
tive office  too  generally  makes  him  a  mark  for  the  shafts 
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of  calumny.  In  ihe  present  instance,  it  was  found  difficult 
to  distort  the  truth  into  any  form  tliat  could  injure  the  repu- 
tation of  the  candidate,  and  his  assailants  were  compelled 
to  resort  to  bold  and  unqualified  falsehood — always  an 
awkward  and  insecure  weapon,  and  in  this  case  perfectly 
harmless.  Mr.  Jay  was  accused  in  the  public  prints  of 
hostility  to  a  representative  government,  and  of  enjoying 
the  confidence  of  tlie  British  ministry  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  have  been  employed  by  them  to  write  the  last  speech 
from  the  throne  I  On  the  26th  May,  the  ballots  were  can- 
vassed, and  Mr,  Jay  was  declared  to  have  been  elected 
governor  by  a  great  majority.  Two  days  afterward,  he 
landed  at  Aew-York,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse 
of  the  citizens,  assembled  to  welcome  their  new  governor, 
and  to  hail  the  envoy  whose  successful  mission  promised 
peace  to  his  country.  The  crowd  attended  him  to  his 
dwelling,  and  the  ringing  of  bells  and  finng  of  cannon 
evinced  the  joy  his  arrival  had  inspired. 

Mr.  Jay's  consent  to  his  first  nomination  was  founded  on 
his  disapprobation  of  the  policy  pursued  by  Governor  Clin- 
ton, and  his  conviction  that  the  public  good  required  a 
change  in  the  administration  of  Ihe  government.  As  that 
gentleman  had  now  retired,  it  is  doubtful  whether  Mr.  Jay- 
would  have  felt  himself  bound  to  accept  the  honour  con- 
ferred upon  him,  had  circumstances  left  him  at  liberty  to 
decline  it.  It  is  true  he  had  been  elected  without  his  con- 
sent or  knowledge ;  but  the  fact  that  he  had  once  permitted 
himself  to  be  nominated,  the  mode  in  which  his  former  elec- 
tion had  been  defeated,  the  renewed  expression  of  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  and  the  embarrassments  which  would 
result  from  a  vacancy  in  the  executive  department,  all 
combined  to  indicate  tJie  course  proper  for  him  to  pur- 
sue. He  accordingly  resigned  his  seat  on  the  bench  of 
the  supreme  court,  and  on  the  Ist  of  July  took  the  oath  of 
office  as  Governor  of  the  State  of  New- York.     Before  we 
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follow  him  in  this  new  career  we  will  notice  the  opposition 
his  treaty  encountered  in  America,  and  its  final  triumidi. 

We  have  already  adverted  to  the  hostility  towards  Eng* 
land  prevailing  in  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Jay's 
departure.  As  this  hostility  was  founded  on  other  grounds 
than  the  conduct  of  that  country,  so  it  was  not  to  be  pro- 
pitiated by  any  concessions  or  reparations  she  might  be 
induced  to  make.  A  just  and  honourable  treaty,  as  it  would 
of  course  remove  all  pretexts  for  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
was  both  feared  and  deplored  by  a  numerous  and  power- 
ful party.  Hence  great  pains  were  early  taken  to  secure 
the  rejection  of  the  treaty,  whatever  it  might  be.  It  was 
understood  in  the  United  States,  in  the  month  of  February, 
that  a  treaty  had  been  signed,  but  the  instrument  itself  did 
not  reach  the  president  till  the  5th  of  March,  nor  were  its 
contents  publicly  known  till  the  2d  of  July.  It  was  certainly 
an  awkward  task  to  oppose  a  treaty  without  knowing  a 
word  it  contained ;  but  it  was  a  task  that  was  cheerfdly 
and  zealously  performed ;  and  the  whole  period  of  suspense 
was  occupied  in  laying  a  train  which  should  explode  and 
destroy  the  treaty,  with  its  author,  the  moment  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  public. 

A  few  specimens  of  the  logic  employed  by  the  democratic 
journals  and  pamphleteers  against  the  unknown  treaty  will 
help  to  exhibit  the  temper  of  the  times. 

"  Americans,  awake  !  Remember  what  you  suffered 
during  a  seven  years'  war  with  the  satellites  of  George  the 
Third  (and  I  hope  the  last).  Recollect  the  services  ren- 
dered by  your  allies,  now  contending  for  liberty.  Blush,  to 
think  that  America  should  degrade  herself  so  much  as  to 
enter  into  any  kind  of  treaty  with  a  power  now  tottering  on 
the  brink  of  ruin,  whose  principles  are  directly  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  republicanism." 

*^  The  United  States  are  a  republic.  Is  it  advantageous 
to  a  republic  to  have  a  connexion  with  a  monarch  ?    Treap 
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ties  lead  to  war,  and  war  is  the  bane  of  a  republican  gov- 
ernment. If  the  influence  of  a  treaty  is  added  to  the  influ- 
ence which  Great  Britain  has  already  in  our  govermnent, 
we  shall  be  colonized  anew," 

"Commercial  treaties  are  an  artiiicial  means  to  obtain  a 
natural  end — tliey  are  the  swathing-bands  of  commerce 
that  impede  the  free  operations  of  nature.  TreatJea  are 
like  partnerships ;  they  estabhsh  intimacies  which  some- 
times end  in  profligacy,  and  sometimes  in  ruin  and  bank- 
ruptcy,  distrust,  strife,  and  quarrel." 

"  No  treaty  ought  to  have  been  made  with  Great  Britaio, 
for  she  is  famed  for  perfidy  and  double-dealing ;  her  polar 
star  Is  interest ;  artifice  with  her  is  a  substitute  for  nature. 
To  make  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  is  forming  a  con- 
nenion  with  a  monarch ;  and  the  introduction  of  the  fashions, 
forma,  and  precedents  of  monarchical  governments  has  ever 
accelerated  the  destruction  of  republics," 

"  If  foreign  connexions  are  to  he  formed,  they  ought  to 
be  made  with  nations  whose  influence  would  not  poison  the 
fountain  of  liberty,  and  circulate  the  deleterious  streams  to 
the  destruction  of  the  rich  harvest  of  our  revolution. 
France  is  our  natural  ally  ;  she  has  a  government  conge- 
nial with  our  own.  There  can  be  no  hazard  of  introducing 
from  her  principles  and  practices  repugnant  to  freedom. 
Thatgaliant  nation,  whose  proffers  we  have  neglected,  is 
the  shect-Hnchor  that  sustains  our  hopes;  and  should  her 
glorious  exertions  be  incompetent  to  the  great  object  she 
has  in  view,  we  have  little  to  flatter  ourselves  with  from  the 
faith,  honour,  or  justice  of  Great  Britain.  The  nation  on 
whom  our  political  existence  dejiends  we  have  treated  with 
indiirercncc,  bordering  on  contempt.  Citizens,  your  only 
security  depends  on  Fbakce,  and  by  the  conduct  of  your 
government  that  security  has  become  precarious," 

"  To  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  at  the  moment 
when  we  have  evaded  a  treaty  with  France;  to  treat  with  an 
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enemy  against  whom  France  feels  an  implacable  hatred,  an 
enemy  who  has  neglected  no  means  to  desolate  that  country 
and  crimson  it  with  blood,  is  certainly  insult.  Citizeni 
of  America,  sovereigns  of  a  free  country,  your  hostility  to 
die  French  republic  has  been  spoken  of  in  the  Nati<»uJ 
Convention,  and  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  into  it,  has  been 
only  suspended  from  prudehtial  motives — the  book  of 
account  may  soon  be  opened  against  you.  What  then, 
alas,  will  be  your  prospects!  To  have  your  friendship 
questioned  by  that  nation  is  indeed  alarming  I" 

The  democratic  societies  were  likewise  active  in  exciting 
opposition  to  the  treaty,  and  in  preparing  the  public  mind  for 
war  with  England,  and  an  alliance  with  France.  A  society 
in  Virginia  thus  announced  its  wishes :  ^  Shall  we  Ameri* 
cans,  who  have  kindled  the  spark  of  liberty,  stand  aloof  and 
see  it  extinguished  when  burning  a  bright  flame  in  France, 
which  hath  caught  it  from  us  ?  If  all  tyrants  unite  against 
free  people,  should  not  all  free  people  unite  against  tyrants  t 
Yes,  let  us  unite  with  France,  and  stand  or  fall  together." 

The  Massachusetts  society  addressed  all  the  democratic 
societies  in  the  Union,  declaring  its  opinion  that  the  political 
interests  of  France  and  the  United  States  were  "  one  and 
indivisible." 

The  Pennsylvania  society  exhorted  that  of  New- York  to 
be  ready  to  oppose  the  treaty  if  its  contents,  when  known, 
should  be  found  dishonourable  to  the  country — a  proviso 
that  might  have  been  spared,  after  it  had  been  settled  that 
the  very  act  of  treating  with  Great  Britain  was,  of  itself, 
dishonourable. 

The  Senate  assembled  on  the  8th  of  June,  and  the  treaty 
was  submitted  to  them.  On  the  24th  they  advised  the 
president  to  ratify  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  12th  article, 
relating  to  the  West  India  trade. 

As  yet  the  contents  of  the  treaty,  as  propriety  required 
before  its  ratification,  had  been  kept  secret ;  but  on  the  29th 
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of  June  a  senator  from  Virginia,  regardless  both  of  the  rules 
of  the  Senate  and  of  official  decorum,  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  a 
democratic  printer  in  Philadelphia,  who  published  it  on  the 
adof  July.  This  act  was  applying  the  torch  to  that  vast 
mass  of  combustibles  which  the  party  had  long  been  engaged 
in  collecting,  and  the  intended  explosion  instantly  followed. 
On  the  4th  a  great  mob  assembled  and  paraded  the  streets 
with  an  effigy  of  Mr.  Jay  bearing  a  pair  of  scales,  one 
labelled  "  American  Liberty  and  Independence,"  and  the 
other,  which  was  in  extreme  depression, " British  Gold;" 
while  from  the  mouth  of  the  figure  proceeded  the  words, 
"  Come  up  to  my  price,  and  I  will  sell  you  my  Country." 
The  effigy  was  afterward  publicly  committed  to  the  flames. 
No  time  was  lost  in  getting  up  meetings  throughout  the 
country  to  denounce  the  treaty,  and  in  many  instances, 
'  inflammatory  resolutions,  previously  prepared,  were  adopted 
by  acclamation,  without  examination  or  discussion.  It  was 
easy  to  discover  defects  in  a  treaty  which  had  been  con- 
demned before  it  was  known. 

Frequently  the  meetings  were  tumultuous,  and  were 
obviously  assembled  for  Other  purposes  than  the  avowed 
one  of  deliheratiiiq  on  the  treaty.  Such  was  the  case  par- 
ticularly with  one  held  in  the  city  of  New- York.  It  was 
convened  in  the  open  air,  and  nirnierously  attended.  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  the  tate  secretary  of  the  treasury,  attempted 
to  address  tlie  meeting  in  vindication  of  the  treaty,  but  the 
orator  was  answered  with  stones.  The  mob,  after  adopting 
the  resolutions  prepared  by  their  leaders,  marched  with  the 
American  and  French  colours  flying,  to  a  place  opposite  the 
goveninient-house,  the  residence  of  Governor  Jay,  and  there 
burned  the  treaty, 

A  similar  meeting  wa^  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  after 
passing  their  resolutions,  the  people  repaired  to  tlie  houses 
of  the  British  minister,  the  British  consul,  and  Mr.  Bingham, 
a  senator,  and  at  each  place  burned  a  copy  of  the  treaty. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  democratic  journals  abounded  in  the  • 
most  virulent  and  indecent  invectives  against  the  treaty.* 

The  object  of  all  this  violence  was  to  intimidate  the 
president  from  ratifying  the  treaty  in  pursuance  of  the 
advice  of  the  Senate.  Washington's  habitual  caution  led 
him  to  pause,  and  carefully  to  weigh  the  arguments  on 
each  side*.  This  apparent  hesitation  flattered  the  enemiei 
of  the  treaty  with  hof^s  that  they  would  ultimately  bend 
him  to  their  will,  and  stimulated  them  to  perseverance. 
Two  circumstances  at  this  time  tended  to  excite  the  pe^ 
culiar  hostility  of  the  democratic  party  against  Mr.  Jay. 
His  successive  triumphs  over  the  party  in  New- York  had 
imbittered  their  feelings  towards  him,  and  his  recent  eleva* 
tion  to  the  chief  magistracy  had  disappointed  their  hope  of 
enlisting  that  important  state  in  the  crusade  they  were 
Waging  against  the  federal  government.  It  was  also  feared 
that  he  would,  before  long,  be  selected  for  a  still  more  im- 
portant station,  and  it  was  thought  expedient  to  diminish 
the  chances  of  his  success  by  impeaching  his  Conduct  and 
character.  An  orator,,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  pa2ty,f 
declaiming  against  the  treaty;  remarked,  that  if  Mr.  Jay 
^had  not  made  this  public  exposure  of  his  conduct^ and 
principles,  he  might  one  day  have  been  brought  forward 
among  others  as  a  candidate  fox  our  h^hest  office ;  but  the 


*  The  following  from  a  Virginia  paper  will  serre  aa  a  eample. 

*(  NoTioa  !■  hereby  giTen,  that  in  case  the  treaty  entered  inta  by  ihal 
d-HiM  arch-traitor  J — n  Jay  with  the  Britiah  tyrant,  ihodld  be  ratified,  a 
pelkion  will  be  preaented  to  the  neit  General  Asaembly  pf  Virginia  at  their 
next  Beition,  praying  that  the  said  Stat«  may  recede  from  the  Union,  and 
be  under  the  goremment  of  one  hundred  thouiand  firee  and  independent 
Virginians. 

^  P.  S.  As  it  is  the  wish  of  the  pe<^e  of  the  said  State  to  entet  into  n 
treaty  6f  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  with  any  other  State  or  States 
of  the  present  Union  who  are  averse  to  returning  again  under  the  galling 
yoke  of  Ghreat  Britain,  the  printers  of  the  (at  present)  United  States  mn  ' 
lequested  to  publish  the  above  notification.    Richmond,  July  81,  1796.** 

t  Charles  Pinckney»  late  governor  of  South  Carolina. 

VOIu  !• — A  A  A 
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general  and  deserved  contempt  which  his  negoti&tiont 
have  brouglit  both  Uia  talents  and  principles  into,  would  for 
ever)  he  trusted,  secure  his  fellow-citizens  from  the  danger- 
ous and  unwise  use  which  such  a  man  would  have  made  of 
the  powers  vested  in  a  fresidbnt." 

The  feelings  entertained  towards  him  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  resolution,  passed  and  published  by  a 
democratic  society  in  South  Carolina. 

"Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to' our  brethren  of 
the  republican  societies  throughout  the  Union,  as  far  as  the 
ability  and  individual  inlluence  of  a  numerous  society  can 
be  made  to  extend,  that  we  will  promote  every  constitu- 
tional mode  to  bring  Johh  Jay  to  trial  and  to  justice.  He 
sbiUl  not  escape,  if  guilty,  that  punishment  which  will  at 
once  wipe  off  the  temporary  stain  laid  upon  us,  and  be  a 
warning  to  traitors  hereafter  how  they  sport  with  the 
interests  and  feelings  of  their  fellow-citizens.  He  was  in- 
itructcd,  or  he  was  not :  if  he  was,  we  will  drop  the  cur- 
tain ;  if  not,  and  he  acted  of  and  from  himself,  we  shall 
lament  the  want  of  a  □vn.LOTmB." 

The  ostensible  objections  made  to  the  treaty  were  almost 
innumerable.  It  was  declared  to  violate  the  existing  treaty 
with  France ;  to  be  ruinous  to  the  commerce,  and  disgracefol 
to  the  character  of  the  country.  The  article  prohibiting  the 
sequeslratioQ  of  debts  incase  of  war  was  peculiarly  odious, 
as  it  conveyed  a  censure  on  those  who  had  advocated  sudi  a 
measure  in  Congress ;  and  it  was  now  contended  that  under 
the  protection  of  that  article,  the  King  of  England  might 
buy  up  the  stock  of  the  United  States  bank,  and  thus  in 
case  of  war,  control  tlie  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation.  It 
was  likewise  insisted,  that  the  treaty  was  inconsistent  with 
the  constitution,  inasmuch  as  it  regulated  .commerce,  and 
provided  for  the  payment  of  money,  which  were  powers 
that  could  constitutionally  be  exercised  only  by  Congresa. 
In  short,  every  artifice  and  misrepresentation  were  em- 
ployed to  make  the  people  believe  that  the  treaty  was  a 
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traitorous  sacrifice  of  their  rights  and  interests.  The 
democratic  societies  were  indefatigable  in  promoting  this 
delusion.  The  Pendleton  society  in  South  Carolina  de- 
chu'ed  their  /' abhorrence  and  detestation  of  a  treaty 
which  gives  the  English  government  more  power  over  ui 
as  States  than  it  claimed  over  us  as  colonies — a  treaty, 
involving  in  it  pusillanimity,  stupidity,  ingratitude,  and 
treachery.** 

The  senators,  who  had  advised  the  ratification,  were  de* 
nounced  as  ^  unworthy  of  any  further  public  trust  of  le- 
publicans f* -it  was  declared  to  be  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  America,  that  senators  should  hold  their  placet 
for  the  tettn  of  six  years ;  and  a  change  of  the  constitution 
in  this  .particular  was  demanded,  as  essential  to  the  per- 
manency of  our  republican,  institutions. 

Intimations  were .  also  given,  thiett  should  the  treaty  be 
ratified,  it  would  not  be  submitted  to  by  the  pibople.  The 
signing  of  the  treaty  by  the  president  would,  jl  was  saidL 
^  be  the  crisis  for  determining  whether  the  tefTm  majesty  cf 
the  people  WBL8  like  the  children's  rattle,  used  merely  tokeep 
thenfi  from  murmuring  and  complaining,  or  whether  in  this 
land  of  liberty  it  has  an  absolute  -and  real-existence,  calcu- 
lated for  much  more  important  purposes.'* 

The  delay  of  th^  president  in  ratifying  the  treaty,  arosd, 
not  from  the  clamour  against  it,  but  from  a  4ate  English 
order  in  council,  which  he  was  inclined  to  believe  contntp 
vened  some  of  its  provisions.  While  deliberatii^  on  the 
course  Jie  should  pursue,  he  received  a  remonstrance  against 
the  treaty  from  Boston.  His  reply  dissipated  the  hopes  of 
those  who,  mistakiiig  his  character,  thought  it  possible  to 
coerce  him  into  a  compliance  with  their  wishes.  Tbe 
calm  dignity,  the  moral  independence,  and  the  conscious 
rectitude  displayed  in  this  letter  are  in  perfect'  keeping  with 
that  beautiful  consistency  and  simplicity  of  purpose,  which 
will  ever  endear  the  name  of  Washington  to  the  wise 
and  good. 
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"TO  THE    SELECTMEN    OP   THE   TOWW   OF    BOSTOK. 

'  "  TJoitGd  States,  2Stb  Jul;,  ITSS.    ' 
"  Gentlemen, 

"In  cvcrj'  act  of  my  administration  I  have  sought  the 
happiness  of  my  fellow-citizens.  My  system  for  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object  has  uniformly  been,  to  overlook  all  per- 
gonal, local,  and  partial  considerations ;  to  contemplate  the 
United  States  as  one  great  whole ;  to  confide  that  sudden 
impressions,  when  erroneous,  would  yield  to  candid  reflec- 
tion ;  and  to  consult  only  the  substantial  and  permanent 
interests  of  our  country.  Nor  have  I  departed  from  this 
line  of  conduct  on  the  occasion  which  has  produced  the 
resolutions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant. 

"  Witliout  a  predilection  for  my  own  judgment,  I  have 
weighed  with  attention  every  argument  which  has  at  any 
time  been  brought  into  view ;  but  the  constitution  is  the 
guide  which  I  never  can  abandon.  It  has  assigned  to  the 
president  the  power  of  making  treaties,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate.  It  was  doubtless  supposed  that  these 
two  branches  of  government  would  combine  without  pas- 
sion, and  with  the  bast  means  of  information,  those  facts 
and  principles  upon  which  the  success  of  our  fore^  rela- 
tions will  always  depend ;  that  they  ought  not  to  substitute 
for  their  own  conviction  the  opinions  of  others,  or  to  seek 
truth  through  any  channel  but  that  of  a  temperate  andwQll- 
informed  investigation. 

"  Under  this  persuasion,  I  have  resolved  on  the  manner 
of  executing  the  duty  before  me.  To  the  high  responsi- 
bility attached  to  it  I  freely  submit ;  and  you,  gentlemen, 
are  at  liberty  to  make  these  sentiments  known,  as  the 
grounds  of  my  procedure.  While  I  feel  ^e  most  lively 
gratitude  for  the  many  instances  of  approbation  from  my 
country,  I  can  no  otherwise  deserve  it  than  by  obeying  the 
dictates  of  my  conscience.  With  due  respect,  j 
"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient, 

"Geokoe  Wasrwciton. 
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•  Until  the  publication  of  this  letter,  the  president  had  in 
general  been  treated  with  decency  in  the  democratic  jour- 
nals; Instead  of  impeachmg  (lis  patriotism  and  integrity 
they  had  affected  to  believe  that  these  virtues  would  neces- 
sarily ensure  th€^  rejection  of  the  treaty.  This  letter,  how- 
ever, left  them  no  hope  of  Intimidating  him,  and  they  no 
longer  thought  it  expedient  to  profess  a  belief  in  the  purity 
of  his  motivesv  **.Does^the  president,"  it  was  said,  •*  fancy 
Jiimself  ,the  Grand  Lama  of  the  country,  that  we  are 
to  approach  him  with  superstitious  reverence  or  religious 
awe  ?  His  answer  l)espeaks  a  contempt  of  the  people  that 
noothe)r  evidence  than  his  own  letter  would  render  credi- 
ble.  He  has  ^issumed  a  tone  of  majesty  and  superiority 
which  would  induce  us  to  suppose  ourselVes  in  PotsdAm 
instead-  of  Philadelphia.  We  have  been  guilty  of  idolatry 
too  long  \  punishment  is  pursuing  us  for  it ;  it  is  high  time 
that  we  should  hav6  no  other  gods  but  one.'' 

The  expression  in  the  lettter,  that  ^the  tw:o  branches 
ought  not  to  substitute  for  their  own  conviction  the  opinions 
of  othersy^^^ds  pronounced;^  a  bold  absurdify,"  because  it 
implied,  tbat  the  president  and  senate  were,  not  bound  by 
the  opinions  of  the  populace ;  and  it  was  decfared  that 
**  the  man  who  cheats  his  fellow-citizens  out  of  their  liberties 
by  false  logic  is  a  more  detestable  character  than  he  who 
with  a  false  key  opens. the  doors  of  his  neighbour's  house, 
and  rifles  him  of  his  substance,  inasmuch  as  Uberty  is  more 
precious  than  wealth.'* 

On  the  15th  August  the  president  signed  the  treaty,  and 
by  that  act  of  moral  courage  rescued  his  coun^  from  the 
'evils  impending  over  her,  and  secured  for  her  a  long  course 
of  almost  unexampled  prbsperity. 

The  party  opposed  to  the  treaty  seemed  driven  to  des- 
peration by  its  ratification,  and  vented  their  mortification  in^ 
impotent  invectives  against  Washington.    Only  one  expe- 
dient was  left  to  them,  and  this  was,  to  prevail  on  the  lower 
House  of  Congress  to  refuse  to  pass  the  lawa  necessary  to 
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carry  the  treaty  into  effect ;  and  every  engine  was  imme- 
diately set  in  motion  to  produce  this  result.  The  most  in- 
flammatory addresses  on  the  subject  were  made  to  the 
people.  "  The  president,"  said  one  of  these  addresses,  "  has 
thrown  the  gauni!et,.and  shame  on  the  coward  heart  thai 
refuses  to  take  it  up.  He  has  declared  war  against  the 
people,  by  treating  their  opinions  with  contempt;  he  has 
forfeited  his  claim  to  their  confidence,  by  actmg  in  opposd- 
tion  to  their  will.  Our  hberties  are  in  jeopardy,  and  we 
must  either  rescue  thera  from  the  precipice  or  they  will 
be  lost  for  ever.  One  hope  offers  itself  to  us,  and  a  consol- 
atory one  too — the  HotSB  op  RBPREfffiinTiTivEs  of  thb 
United  States.  As  we  have  looked  in  vain  for  patriotism 
from  the  president,  let  us  turn  our  eyes  towards  that  body; 
they  are  our  immediate  representatives  ;  they  feel  our  wants, 
participate  in  our  injuries,  and  sj'mpathize  in  our  distresses. 
They  never  will  submit  to  hare  our  country  degraded — they 
never  will  be  passive  under  the  outrages  upon  our  constitu- 
tion— they  never  will  be  the  instruments  of  voting  away 
the  people's  rights.  As  our  application  to  the  president  has 
been  treated  with  scorn,  let  us  make  ourappeal  to  that  body 
which  has  the  power  of  impeachment,  and  we  shall  not 
find  them  stepfathers  of  their  country.  A  treaty  which  has 
bartered  away  their  rights  cannot,  will  not  be  submitted  to. 
Let  us,  then,  fellow-citizens,  rally  round  our  representa- 
tives, and  we  may  still  be  free  I" 

In  pursuance  of  the  policy  thus  recomniended,  petitions 
were  forwarded  from  ail  parts  of  the  Union  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  denouncing  the  treaty,  and  praying  that 
body  to  rescue  tlic  country  from  the  usurpations  of  tlie  pres- 
ident and  Senate. 

The  democratic  party  had  a  large  majority  in  the  House, 
and  the  temper  of  that  majority  was  early  manifested  in  a 
debate  on  the  answer  to  the  president's  speech.  In  the  an- 
swer, as  first  reported,  the  House  was  made  to  express 
their  undiminished  confidence  in  Washington ;  but  the  pas- 
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tage  was  finally  expunged.  It  is  at  least  creditable  to  the 
candour  of  the  majority,  that  they  refused  to  express  a  con- 
fidence thfey  did  not  feel— *a  refusal,  however,  which  their 
children  will  remember  only  with  pain. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1796,  the  treaty  having  been  duly 
ratified  by  Great  Britain,  was  laid  by  the  president  before  the 
House.  It  had  now  ^become,  by  the  express  declaration  of 
the  constitution,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  yet  this  law 
it  was  the  determination  of  the  majority  to  abrogate.  The 
day  after  the  treaty  had  been  submitted  t6  the  House,  a 
resolution  was  introduced  calling  upon  the  president  for 
all  the  correspondence  and  documents  relating  to  it.  The 
resolution  was  passed,  after  much  debate,  by  a*  majority  of 
twenty-five. 

This  call  foi^  papers  was  avowedly  founded  on  the 
doctrine  that  it  was  optional  with  the  House  to  pass  the 
laws  required  by  the  treaty.  To  sanction  thSs  doctrine  by 
complying  with  the  call,  would  haye  been,  in  the  president's 
view,  a  breach  of  the  oath  he  had  taken  to  support  the  con* 
stitution ;  and  he  therefore  returned  an  answer  stating  «t 
length  his  reasons  for  withholding  the  pa^rs.  In  this  an- 
swer he  declared  his  conviction,  that  the  constitution  had 
vested  in  the  president  and  Senate  exclusively  tl^e  treaty- 
making  power ;  that  foreign  nations  had  been  informed  and 
believed  that  treatie/  made  by  the  president,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  Werfe  obligfi)- 
tory  on  the  nation ;  and  that  such  had  been  the  understand- 
ing of  the  Convention  Which  formed  the  const;itulion,  and  of 
the  State  Conventions  which  adopted  it ;  and  that  being 
fully  persuaded  that  the  assent  of  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives  was  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  a  just 
regard  to  the  constitution  and  to. the  duties  of  his  office  for- 
bade him  to  comply  with  their  request. 

The  House,  on  receiving  this  message,  resolved,  by  a 
strong  party  vote,  that  whenever  the  execution  of  a  treaty 
depends  on  laws  U>  be  passed  by  Congress^  that  House  bad 
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a  right  to  decide  on  the  expediency  of  the  treaty  and  to  act 
accordingly.  This  rcsoluliofi  augured  ill  for  the  fete  of  the 
treaty.  A  member  of  the  miriority  soon  after  introduced  a 
resolution,  declaring  that  it  was  "  expedient  to  pass  the  laws 
necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the  British  treaty,"  This 
resolution  was  debated  with  the  zeal  and  ability  the  subject 
was  so  well  calculated  to  elicit.  The  discussion  continued 
for  two  weeks,  and  called  forth  an  exhibition  of  eloquence 
which  has  probably  never  been  exceeded,  either  before  or 
siiice,  in  the  American  Congress ;  and  certainly  no  subject 
of  equal  importance  had  engaged  tlie  attention  of  that  body 
since  the  declaration  of  independence.  The  ratification  of 
the  treaty  was  a  matter  of  choice ;  its  rejection  would  not 
have  been  a  breach  of  national  faith,  nor  would  it  necessa- 
rily have  precluded  the  possibility  of  negotiating  another 
treaty.  But,  if  the  House  of  Representatives  now  rehised 
to  execute  a  treaty  concluded,  with  all  the  forms  required 
by  the  constitution,  it  was  evident  that  no  assurance  could 
hereafter  be  given  to  a  foreign  power,  that  a  treaty  made 
wHh  it,  and  solemnly  ratified,  would  be  observed  ;  and  that 
no  pledge  founded  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  would 
possess  any  value  abroad.  Npr  could  it  be  dem'ed,  that  a 
refusal  to  execute  the  treaty  would  not  only  be  a  good 
cause  of  war,  but  would  inevitably  lead  to  it.  The  ■  1st 
of  June,  the'  time  appointed  for  the  surrender  of  the  posts, 
was  near  at  hand  ;  but  if  the  House  avowed  their  intentioa 
to  r^ard  the  treaty  as  a  nullity,  the  posts  would  certainly 
be  ret'ained,  and  through  the  influence  of  their  garrisons  the 
frontier  settlements  would  probably  be  exposed  to  all  the 
horrors  of  an  Indian  war. 

The  merchants  who  had  been  despoiled  of  their  property 
by  Briiish  crmsers,  looked  to  the  treaty  for  compensation ; 
but  unless  Congress  proceeded  to  execute  the  treaty,  not 
only  would  that  compensation  be  withheld,  but  most  of  ihe 
remaining  commerce  of  the  country  would  probably  be 
swept  from  the  ocean  by  the  naval  forces  of  Britain. 
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These  considerations,  as  tjie  crisis  approached*  began  to 
9iSEdGi  the  {Niblic  mind,  and  urgent  memorials  were  presented 
to  the  House,  deprecating  their  refusal  to  execute  the 
treaty.  Some  members  of  the  majority  appeared  to  shrink 
^m  the  responsibihty  of  the  accimiulated  calamities,  in 
which  the  measures  of  their  party  threatened  to  involve 
the  nation.  But  if  the. language  of  si  few  indicated  irreso- 
lution, that  of  the  leaders  was  bold  and  reckless ;  and  the 
result  of  the  protracted  debate  viras  awaited  by  the  com- 
munity with  intense  and  paii^  anxiety.  On'the  29th  of 
April  the  <}uesdon  was  taken,  knd  the  House  w^s  equally 
divided  I  The  chairman,  although  opposed  tq  the  treaty, 
gave  hia  casting-vote  in  favour  of  its  execution.  Thirteen 
members  of  the  democratic  party  voted  with  the  federalists, 
and  produced  this  unexpected  results  The  necessary  laws 
were  soon  after  passed ;  the  treaty. went  into  full  and  suc- 
cessful operation ;  and  the  nation  reaped  from  the  labours  s 
qf  her  negotiator  a  rich  harvest  of  jarosperity  and  peace. 

During  the  long  and  acrimonious  discussions  to  which 
the  treaty  gave  rise^  Mr.  Jay  Remained  apparently  a  disin- 
terested spectator  of  passing  events..  *  He  entered  into  no 
defence  of  cither  himself  or  the  treaty.-  Hiaving  discharged 
his  duty,  he  felt  no  other  solicitude  in  the  result,  than  that 
excited  by  attachment  to  his  country.  His  letters  at  this 
pei'io4  show  with  what  calmness  he  viewed  the  storm  that 
raged  around  him,  and  how  skilfully  he  detected  its  mingled 
elements.  \     * 

''to  MAJOR-G^lfERAL   HENRY   LEB. 

•'New-York,  lUh  July,  1796. 

"Dear  Sir, 

'•A<^pt  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  friendly  congratula- 
tions expressed  in  your  obliging  letter  of  the  30th  of  last 
month,  which  I  received  yesterday. 

"It  was  obvious  to  me,  when  I  embarked  on  my  late 
mission,  that  so  many  circumstances  combined  to  render 
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pacific  aningements  with  Great  Britaih  unwelcome  to  cer- 
tain politicians  and  their  partisans,  both  here  and  eb^where^ 
^t.  their  approbation  of  any  treaty  whatever  Vith  that 
nation  was  not  to  be  .expected. 

-  ''  Apprized  of  what  had  happened  in  Greece  and  other 
countries,  I  was  warned  by  the  experience  of  ages  not  to 
calculate  on  the.  constancy  of  any  popular  tide»  whether 
fiivourable  or  adverse,  whidi  erroneous  ot  transitory  iin« 
pressions  may  ocqa^ion. 

"The  treaty  is  as  it  is ;  and  the  time  will  certainly  come 
wh^n  it  will  very  universally  receive  exactly  that  degree  of 
commendation  or  censure  which*  to  candid  and  enlightened 
minds,  it  shall  appear  to  deserve.  In  th6  iAean  time  I  must 
do  as  many  others. have  done  before  me-pr-that  is,  regretting 
the  depravity  of  some,  and  the  i^orance.of  a  much  greater 
number,  bear  with  composure  and  fortitude  the  eSects  of 
eacL  It  is  as  vain  to  lament  that  our  country  is  not  en-^ 
tirely  free  from  these  evils,  as  it  would  be  to  lament  that 
our  fields  produce  weeds  as  well  as  com.- 

"  Diflerences  in  opinion,  and  other  causes  equally  pure 
and  natural,  will  unavoidably  cause  parties  ;  but  such  par- 
ties differ  widely  from  factions,  and  are  probably  no  less 
conducive  to  good  government,  than  moderate  fermentation 
is  necessary  to  make  good  wine. 

"  JMy  good  friend,  we  must  take  men  and  things  as  they 
are,  and  enjoy  all  the  good  we  meet  with.  I  enjoy  the  good- 
will to  which  I  am  indebted  for  your  letter ;  and  I  enjoy 
the  occasion  it  affords  me  of  assuring  you  of  the  esteem  and 
regard  with  which  I  am, 

"  Dear  sir, 

"  Yours,  &c.  &c. 
'       "  JoHif  Jay.*^ 
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"  [PrivfUe.] 

«<  Philadelphia,  Aug.  14th,  1796. 

"Sm, 

**  No  man  can  be  more  aiixious  for  the  fate  of  the  treaty 
vnih  Great  Britain  than  you ;  and  the.  wanton  abuse  heaped 
upon  you  by  th^  enemies  of  their  country, gives  you  aright 
to  the  earliest  possible  relief  The  treaty  will  be  ratified. 
This  day  the  president  finally  sancili^ns'a  memorial  an< 
nouncing  it  to  the  British  ndniater  Mr.  Hanvmond«.  The 
ratification  will  conform  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  unembarrassed  with  any  other  condition. 

'^iPermit  me  to  suggest  to  your  consideration  the  expe- 
diencyr— perhaps  I  should  say  tliQ  necessity^  at  this  time  of 
general  ferment,  when  the  grossest  falsehoods,  the  most 
infamous  calumnies,  are  industriously  dissemiMted*.  to  ren- 
der suspected  and  odious  th^real  firiends  to  their  country—* 
of  ^  solemn  pubUc  declaration  by  the  president  of  the  prin- 
..ciple^  of  his  administration,  and  of  his  appealing  to  the  train 
of  actions  which  have  marked  his  whole  life,  for  the  purity 
and  patriotism  of  his  conduct  on  the  present  occasion. 
Bomething  of  (he  kind  seems  due  to  himself,  and  to  the 
early,  determine,  kad  uncorrupted. patriots  who  have  sup- 
ported him. 

"  The  post  is  on  the  point  of  departure,  which  obliges  me 
to  conclude  abruptly. 

"  ^ith,  great  and  sincere  respect, 
**  I  am  yours, 

'^TofOTHY   PlCXBBOIO." 

•  8«OTC«Qratwit. 


■«♦ 


^' 
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"to   TIMOTHY'  PICKBRINCJ. 

.  "[Privmte.] 
:      ^  "  New-Yorjk,  17A  Asg.,  ITJft.  ' 

"Sib,  . 

*      • 

•*•  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  obliging  letter  ofthe  14th 
inst  The  friendly  motives  lyhiqh  induced  you  to  commu* 
nicate.  to  me  the  information  contained  in  ^it  shall  -he  te-. 
membered.  The  president's  firmness,  on  this  occasion  adds 
new  honours  to  his.  cjiaracter,  arid  confers  new  obligations 
on  his  country. 

**0f -the  expediency  of  an  Tiddress  I  am  not  pei^ctly 
isuitisfied ;  although  I  think  it  would  in  many  respects  be 
useful.  It  appears  to  me  to.be  a  good  general  rule,  that 
the  president  should.  Very  rarely  comfe  forward  except 
officially.  A  degree  of  resferve  seems  necessary  to  the 
{^reservation  of  his  dignity  and  authority;  any  address 
would  be  exposed  to  indecent  stricture^.  Many  of  our 
presses  are  licentious  in  flie  extreme,  arid  there  is  little  Yea- 
son  to  presume  that  regard  to  propriety  will  restrain  5i«:A 
parties,  and  so  hostile  to.  the  constitution  and  government, 
from  acting  improperly. 

"  My  opinion  of  the  existence,  and  of  the  views  and 
practices  of  the  leaders  of  these  parties,  or  rather  factions, 
is  not  of  recent  date.  Nothing  in  their  present  conduct 
strikes  me  as  singular,  except  their  more  than  ordinary 
indiscretion.  Industrious  they  are  and  will  be,  and  no 
activity  or  means  will  be  spared  to  gain  a  majority  in  Con- 
gress at  the  ensuing  session.  To  render  this  attempt  abor- 
tive the  proposed  address  will  doubtless  conduce.  The 
president's  speech  may  indeed  comprise  his  sentiments  and 
remarks  on  the  subject,  but  then,  by  that  time  the  mischief 
may  be  advanced  and  ripened.  A  more  early  address,  by 
correcting  public  opinion,  would  render  it  a  check  on  the 
conduct  of  some  representatives  who  might  otherwise 
favour  the  opposition.     There  are  men  who  will  go  with 
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the  stream,  whatever  its  course. may  be;  and  there  are 
others  who  will  act  right  when  they  see  no  advantage  to 
themselves  in  acting  .wrongs  Snares  and  temptations  will 
be  spread;  in  a. word,  this  address  has  its  pros  and  cons ; 
but  it  is  a  point  on  which  I  should  confide  in  the  president's 
judgment,  which  I  think  very  seldom  errs, 
'  "  Ancient  as  well  as  very  modem  history  teaches  us  les- 
sons very  applij^ble  to  the  present  times ;  and  points  out 
^e  necessity  '  of  temper,  .activity,  and  decision.  I  think 
that  the  president,  vnth  thejblessing  of  Providence,  will  be 
able  to  carry  his  country  safe  through  the  storm,  and  to  see 
it  anchored  iir  peace  and  safety :  if  so,  his  life  and  character 
will  have,  tfo  parallel.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  clubs  and 
their  associates  should  acquire  a  decided  ascendency,  there 
•will  be  reason  Xo  apprehend  that  our  country  may  become 
the  theatre  of  scenes  resembling  those  which  have  b^n 
exhibited  by  their  brethren  in  France ;  and  that,  to  justify 
themselves,  their  utmost  malice  and  art  will  be  employed 
to.nusrepresent  and  vilify  the  goyemment^  and  every  char- 
acter connected  virith  it 

''  God  governs  the  world,  and- we  have  only  to  do'  our 
duty  wisely,  and  leave  the  issue  to  him. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"John  Jay. 

*^P.  S.  '  I  do  not  learn  that  there  is  much  uneasiness  or 
defection  in  the  counties  of  this  State,  except  in  places 
whete  Jacobin  societies  have  been  set  up,  or  in  neighbour- 
hoods where  some  leading  malcontents  have  influence. 
Late  accounts  firom. Albany  on  these  topics  are  agreeable.^ 


%> 


**TO'  ZDHITHD  RANDOLPH.* 

"[Private.] 

"New-Ycok,  WfcAilg^  I7«B. 

•.    "Sib,  ..-.•'.. 

^  I  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  16th  instant* 
and  thank  you  for  the  ^teresting'  information  detaiiod  in 

it  .^  ••  •    •■' 

-  ^Knowing  that  my  opinions  and  -sentimenta  relatiTe'4o 
the  treaty  cannot  easily  be  suppoised  to  be  free  from  the 
influence  of  personal  considerations,  I  have  been  so  re- 
served as  that  since  my  arrival  I  have  neither  T<rritten  a 
line  to  the  president,  nor  been  the  author  of  a  single  anony- 
mous pap^  on  the  subject,  of  its  merits.    , 

.  "  However  much  I  regret  the  ferment  wjtii^h  it  has  'b^en 
made  the  occ^ion  of  exciting  in  certfi^  places,  and  among 
certain  people,  yet  I  confess  few  circumstances  have  oc* 
curred  which  I  did  not  expect.  I  carried  with  me.  to 
Europe,  and  I  brpught  with  me  from  thence,  a  fixed  opinion, 
that  no  treaty  whatever  with  Great  Britain  would  escape  a 
partial  but  violent  opposition.  I  did  clearly  discern  that 
any  such  treaty  would  be  used  as  a  pretext  for  attacks  on 
the  government,  and  for  attempts  to  diminish  the  confidence 
which  the  great  body  of  the  people  reposed  in  it. 

"  In  the  history  of  this  country,  posterity  will  have  much 
to  admire  and  commend ;  and  I  shall  be  mistaken  if  they 
have  not  also  much  to  censure  and  deplore.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  I  shall  continue  to  possess  my  mind  in  peace,  and  be 
prepared  to  meet  with  composure  and  fortitude  whatever 
evils  may  result  to  me  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  jmy 
duty  to  my  country.  The  history,  of  Greece,  and  other 
less  ancient  governments,  is  not  unknown  to  either  of  us ; 
nor  are  we  ignorant  of  what  patriots  have  suffered  from 
domestic  factions  and  foreign  intrigues,  in  ahnost  every 
age. 

•  SecretMjr  of  ftate. 


• 

**  It  is  pleasing^  however,  to  reflect  that  oinr  country  pot* 
aesses  a  greater  portion  of  ii^ormation  and  morahi  than 
ahnost  any  other  people ;  and  that  although  they  may  for  a 
tiibe  be  misled  and  deceived^  yet  there  is  reason  to  -expect 
that  truth  and  justice  cannot  be  long  hid  from  their  eyes. 

•*  I  i^n,*  dear  pir,  . 

**  Yours  truly, 

"John  Jay.* 

■  .  *  •  m. 

i*  •  • 

•**ro  Jambs  DtfAWB.* 

-  •  <«  New-York,  16th  September,  1796; 

"^DbarSir, 

"  I  tead  your  kind  and  affectionate  lettter  of  the  31  st  of 
July  last  withgreat  satis&ction  and  sensibility, and  I  thank 
you  for  it  It  is  pleasing  to  see  friendship,  like  ah  oyer* 
green,  bid  defiance  to  the  vicissitudes  of  seasons. 

H  The  opposition  to  which  you  allude,  except  as  to  its 
degree  of  malignity,  was.  not  unei^pected.  When  the  mi»> 
sipn  to  England  was  pressed  upon  me,  it  was  perceived 
that  tber6  were,  parties  who  would  endeavour  to  wound 
the  goyelrnment  through  the  sides  of  the  envoy,  and  eithir 
depreciate  his  success  or  censure  his  want  of  it. 

^  It  had  long  been  obvious  that  negotiations  relative  to 
the  posts  would  unavoidably  extend  to  the  complaints  of 
Great  Britain  relative  to  the  debts,  and  that  every  idea  of 
paying  them  would  be  offensive  to  the  southern  States. 

"The  attempts  of  the  French  to  plunge  us  into  the  war 
were  well  known,  and  ft  was  equally  plain  that  they  wcmld 
not  cease  to  be  hostile  to  an  amicable  settlement  of  our 
differences  with  Great  Britain. 

"  The  constitution  still  continued  to  be  a  rock  of  ofienoo 
to  the  anti-federalists ;  and  .the  funding  system,  by  aftxrd* 
ing  support  to  the  government,'  had  become  exoeedipg^y 
obnoxious  to  that  party.    It  was  evident,  then» 

•*  That  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  by  preventmg  war, 

*  Lete  major  of  the  eitj  of  New-Toifc. 
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would  disappoint  the  southern  debtors  of  the  receipts  in  foil, 
with  which  they  flattered  themselves  from  a  war. 

"  That  it  would  displease  the  French,  by  lessening  out 
supposed  dependence  on  them  for  protection  against  Great 
Britain,  by  diminishing  their  influence  in  our  councils,  and 
by  making  us  friends  with  their  enemies, 

«  That  it  would  discontent  the  anti-federalists,  by  disarm- 
ing them  of  their  affected  complaints  against  the  govern- 
ment on  account  of  the  posts,  and  commerce,  &c„  and  by 
giving  additional  strength  to  the  administration,  &c.  &c, 

"Hence  liiere  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  would  become  a  signal  to  the  anti-fede- 
ralists, the  debtors,  and  the  French,  to  unite  their  efforts  to 
prevent  its  taking  effect,  and  to  embarrass  its  execution  if 
ratified ;  and  to  conduct  their  opposition  in  the  manner 
moat  injurious  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  administration, 
and  to  all  the  men  who  are  attached  or  give  support  to  eitJier. 
That  with  these  parlies  would  naturally  be  associated  the 
Jacobin  philosophers,  the  disorganizing  politicians,  and  the 
malcontents  of  various  descriptions ;  together  with  the 
many  who  have  little  to  lose  and  much  to  covet,  and  those 
v(ho  regard  war  as  speculation,  and  prefer  spoil  and  plunder 
to  patient  industry  and  honest  gains.  To  these  also  may 
be  added  the  numerous  herd  of  those  who  blindly  follow 
their  leaders,  who  judge  without  understanding,  who  believe 
without  evidence,  and  who  are  to  their  demagogues  what 
Botte  other  animals  are  to  their  riders. 

•  On  the  other  hand,  the  highest  confidence  was  reposed 
in  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  the  government,  and  in  the 
virtue  and  good  sense  of  the  great  mass  of  our  people,  who 
(especially  in  the  eastern  and  middle  States)  possess  a 
degree  ofinformation  and  steadiness  not  to  beibund  in  other 
countries.  This  confidence  I  then  entertained  and  still  retain. 
1  persuade  myself  it  will  be  justified  by  the  event,  and  that 
the  delusion  which  certain  spirits  are  spreading  to  deceive 
the  people,  wit!  not  infest  the  sound  part  of  the  nation.     If, 
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however,  this  persuasion  should  prove  to  be  ill  founded,  we 
may  expect  to  see  our  country  afloat  on  a  sea  of  trouUes. 
But  having  been  conversant  with  difficulties,  we  are  ap- 
prized that  it  is  more  proper  as  well  as  more  useful  to  torn 
our  &ces  than  our  backs  to  them. 

^  As  to  the  treaty,  it  must  and  will  speak  for  itself:  it 
has  been  maliciously  slandered,  and  very  ably  defended. 
But  no  calunmy  on  the  one  hand,  nor  eloquence  on  the 
other,  can  make  it  worse  or  better  than  it  is.  At  a  future 
day  it  will  be  generally  seen  in  its  true  colours,  and  in  its 
proper  point  of  view. 

^  Strenuous  efforts  will  be  made  to  gain  and  mislead  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  enfluing 
session  of  Congress ;  and  if  they  succeed,  many  perplexities 
and  embarrassments  may  be  expected.  But  perplexities 
and  embarrassments  are  incident  to  human  affairs;  and 
while  nun'ol  evil  remains  in  the  world  it  will  constantly 
generate  political  ones. 

''Whenever  I  visit  Albaqy,  I  shall  certainly  make  an 
excursion  to  Duanesburgh.  Your  family  are  taking  deep 
root  there ;  and  they  have  my  best  wishes  that  they  may 
there  be  and  remain  '  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  water^Mde^ 
whose  leaf  shall  not  wither  J 

''  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

**JoHw  Jay.'* 

In  order  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  merits  of  the 
British  treaty,  it  is  necessary  to  call  to  mind  the  unpro- 
pitious  circumstances  under  which  it  was  negotiated,  to 
examine  the  results  it  produced,  and  finally  to  compare  its 
provisions  with  the  treaties  subsequently  formed  by  the 
United  States. 

The  difficulties  opposed  by  the  political  state  of  both 
Europe  and  America,  to  a  successful  negotiation  with  Great 
Britain  have  already  been  adverted  to.  It  has  also  been 
shown,  that  liie  immediate  efiect  of  the  treaty  was  to  avert 
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a  war,  from  which  the  United  States  could  have  derived  no 
possible  advantage,  which  the  treaty  itself  did  not  secure 
to  them,  and  which  could  not  have  been  waged  but  at  a 
lajnentable  expense  of  blood  and  treasure.  The  treaty, 
moreover,  with  one  exception,  removed  every  existing  ob- 
stacle to  llie  continuance  of  peace  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. This  exception  was  the  right  claimed  by  Great 
Britain  to  impresa  her  own  seamen,  when  found  on  board 
neutral  merchant-vessels  at  sea ;  a  claim  which  a  subse- 
quent war  and  treaty  failed  to  extinguish,  and  which  we 
may  therefore  believe  no  efforts  of  Mr.  Jay  could  have 
induced  the  British  cabinet  to  abandon.  The  commercial 
privileges  granted  to  the  United  States  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  East  Indies,  extensively  contributed  to  their 
present  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  led  to  the  privileges 
they  still  enjoy  in  those  countries.  The  compensation 
recovered  in  consequence  of  the  treaty,  for  spoliations  on 
American  commerce  far  exceeded  what  has  ever  been 
recovered  on  a  similar  account  under  any  subsequent 
treaty,  and  amounted  to  the  large  sum  of  ten  MiLLioifs 

TlUt£E    1IIJ.M>REI>   AND  FOHTV-PIVE   THOVSAJfD   DOLLAOS. 

Thia  sum  was  paid  into  the  pockets  of  American  mer- 
chants, who,  but  for  the  treaty,  would  have  found  in  a  war 
with  England  the  completion  of  their  ruin. 

Nor  was  it  one  of  the  least  benefits  of  the  treaty,  that 
by  preserving  peace  with  Great  Britain  it  saved  the  coun- 
try from  an  alliance  with  France,  then  in  the  height  of 
her  delirium.  We  have  already  seen  the  strong  dispo- 
sition which  existed  in  the  United  Slates  to  adopt  French 
principles  and  manners  ;  and  it  cannot  be  questioned, 
tliat  had  tiiat  disposition  been  fostered  by  the  close  con- 
nexion into  which  a  war  with  England  would  have  drawn 
the  two  republics,  it  would  ultimately  have  proved  danger* 
oua  and  perhaps  ruinous  to  the  morals  and  institutions  of 
the  country. 

Let  us  now  take  a  comparative  view  of  this  much  calum- 
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niated  treaty,  and  see  how  far  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Jay  have 
been  eclipsed  by  subsequent  negotiators,  and  how  far  the 
errors  of  which  he  has  been  accused  have  been  avoided 
by  some  of  those  who  were  most  active  in  condemning 
them. 

In  1799,  notwithstanding  the  insulting  rejection  by  the 
French  Directory  of  two  successive  missions,  Mr.  Adams, 
who  was  then  president,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  his 
cabinet  and  the  wishes. of  the  federal  party,  made  a  third 
effort  to  conciliate  the  offended  republic,  and  appointed 
three  conunissioners  to  negotiate  with  her.  One  of  these 
commissioners  was  Mr.  Ellsworth,  chief  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  Mr.  Jay  held  the  same  station  when  sent  to  England, 
and  it  will  also  be  recollected  that  the  president  and  Senate 
were  accused  by  the  opposers  of  the  mission,  of  violating 
the  constitution  and  tainting  the  purity  of  the  bench  by 
the  appointment.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  these 
jealous  patriots  would  have  been  greatly  scandalized  at 
this  reiterated  assault  upon  the  constitution  and  the  bench ; 
but  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  a  minister  of  peace  to  France,  and 
not  to  England,  and  not  a  murmur  was  heard  throughout 
the  democratic  party. 

The  spoliations  on  American  commerce  by  the  French 
&r  exceeded  what  had  been  committed  by  Great  Britain 
prior  to  1794;  and  the  government  were  informed  of  no 
less  than  619  American  vessels  which  had  been  captured 
and  condemned  under  the  French  decrees.  On  the  Sd  Sep- 
tember, 1800,  a  treaty  was  concluded  with  France  which 
gave  no  compensation  for  any  one  of  these  captures ;  yet 
those  who  burned  the  British  treaty,  received  this  with 
exultation. 

The  article  inserted  by  Mr.  Jay  in  his  treaty,  prohibiting 
the  sequestration  of  debts  in  case  of  war,  was  denounced  as 
a  wanton  abandonment  of  a  powerful  means  of  offence 
against  Great  Britain.    A  similar  article,  copied  verbatim 
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from  thai  treaty,  was  inserted  in  the  French  treaty,  and  not 
a  voice  was  raised  against  it.  To  sequester  British  or 
French  debts  was  altogether  a  different  affair. 

The  board  of  commissioners,  provided  by  the  British 
treaty  to  investigate  and  decide  on  claims,  was  denounced 
fts  a  judicial  colossus,  by  which  American  citizens  were 
robbed  of  their  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the  president  and 
Senate  were  censured  for  establishing  a  court  unknown  to, 
and  contrary  to,  the  constitution.  In  1804,  under  Mr.  J^- 
ferson's  administration,  a  treaty  was  formed  with  Spain,  in 
which  it  was  found  espodicnl  to  provide  a  board  of  com- 
missioners constituted  precisely  like  that  which  had  been 
so  vehemently  condemned. 

By  the  expiration,  in  1803,  of  the  commercial  articles  of 
the  British- treaty,  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  with 
Great  Britain  was  left  subjected  to  the  arbitrary  restrictions 
of  that  government.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  desirous  of  placing 
it  on  a  less  precarious  footing,  and,  in  1806,  he  appointed 
two  commissioners  to  negotiate  another  commercial  treaty. 
This  gentleman  had  pronounced  the  treaty  of  1794  "  exe- 
(srable ;"  an  "  infamous"  act  which  was  really  nothing  more 
than  a  treaty  of  alliance  between  England  and  the  Anglo- 
men  of  this  country,  against  the  legislature  and  people  of  the 
United  States."*  He  had  declared  the  negotiator  of  this 
treaty  to  be  "  a  rtgue  of  a  pilot,"  who  had  run  the  vessel 
of  State  into  an  enemy's  port,t  and  had  called  on  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  save  the  people  from  his  "  avarice  and 
corruption.''^  It  must  therefore  have  been  Mr.  Jefferson's 
opinion  that  an  honest  minister  would  have  made  a  better 
treaty ;  and  we  are  to  presume  that  it  was  under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  opinion  that  he  selected  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinckney  as  his  negotiators. 


s  writbgs,  ToL   ill.     Letter  to  EclwBri]  RulleJge,  SOih 


t  IifHef  lo  Mann  Pnge,  30di  Aug.,  1795. 

1  Letter  ta  Junes  MBdison,  27th  March,  17U0, 
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On  the  31  si  of  December,.  1806,  these  commissioners 
signed,  at  London,  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Briain. 
It  is  not  a  little  singiilnr  that  this  instrument  contained  no  less 
than  eleven  articles,  transferred  verbatim  from  the  '*  exe- 
crable" treaty  of  1794,  and  five  others  copied  from  the  same 
treaty  with  slight  alterations.  In  two  instances  only  was 
this  treaty  more  advantageous  to  the  United  States  than 
the  old  one.  In  the  latter,  the  British  had  reserved  a  right 
to  countervail  an  alien  tonnage  duty,  by  the  imposition  of 
an  equivalent  one  on  American  vessels  entering  their  ports. 
This  reservation  was  now  omitted.  Another  improve- 
ment was,  the  oniission  of  provisions  in  the  enumeration  of 
contraband  articles.  But  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
former  treaty  had  prepared  the  way  for  this  omission,  by 
stipulating  that  provisions  going  to  an  enemy's  port,  instead 
of  being  forfeited,  might  be  purchased  by  the  captor,  on  his 
paying  for  them  their  full  value,  including  freight  and  a  rea- 
sonable mercantile  profit  But  these  advantages,  such  as 
they  were,  were  purchased  at  a  costly  sacrifice.  By  the 
old  treaty,  an  American  vessel  might  carry  a  cargo  from, 
any  part  of  the  world  to  the  East  Indies,  and  thence  to  the 
United  States ;  but  by  the  new  one,  the  outward  as  well 
as  the  return  voyage  was  to  be  direct,  and  not  circuitous. 
The  direct  trade  between  Europe  and  all  the  colonies  of  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain  was  expressly  surrendered ;  and 
it  was  agreed  that  whatever  cargoes  an  American  merchant 
might  wish  to  carry  from  Europe  to  those  colonies,  or  from 
them  to  Europe,  should  be  first  landed  in  the  United  States 
and  a  duty  paid  upon  them.  We  may  easily  imagine  the 
outcry  which  such  a  stipulation  in  the  old  treaty  would  have 
occasioned  in  America.  The  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  adjoining  British  posses* 
sions,  granted  by  the  former  treaty,  was  now  vidthheld, 
Great  Britain  positively  refusing  to  renew  it. 

The  British  government  had  not  long   before  issued- 
orders  for  capturing  American   vessels  trading  to  such 


ports  in  the  enemy's  colonies  as  had  been  closed  against 
them  in  time  of  peace ;  and  under  these  orders  American 
property  had  been  seized  to  a  large  amount.  Captures,  on 
the  same  principle,  had  been  made  prior  to  1794,  but  in 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty  this  principle  had  been  tacitly  renounced, 
and  compensation  had  been  made  for  the  property  taken 
under  it. 

Messrs,  Monroe  and  Pinckney  were  instructed  to  obtain 
compensation  for  the  captures  recently  made,  and  were 
authorized  to  refer  the  amount  of  compensation  to  the  de- 
cision of  a  board  of  commissioners,  to  be  organized  tike  the 
one  established  by  the  former  treaty.*  But  the  American 
ministers  found  themselves  unequal  to  the  task  so  success- 
fulJy  accomplished  by  their  predecessor,  and  they  signed  a 
treaty  which  gave  no  redress  whatever  for  these  spoliations. 

Mr.  Jay  was  not  only  censured  but  insulted  for  con- 
cluding a  treaty  that  did  not  protect  the  crews  of  American 
vessels  from  impressment ;  but  the  treaty  of  1806  was  in 
this  respect  equally  deficient,  as  it  contained  no  aJlusion  to 
.  the  subject. 

The  signature  of  the  treaty  by  the  British  commissioners 
was  accompanied  by  a  written  declaration  that  their  gov- 
ernment would  not  consider  itself  bound  by  it,  unless  the 
United  States  would  engage  to  resist  certain  French  de- 
crees encroaching  upon  neutral  rights ;  in  other  words,  that 
the  treaty  should  be  a  nullity,  unless  the  United  States  be- 
came a  party  in  the  war  against  France. 

Such  was  the  treaty  concluded  by  Messrs,  Monroe  and 
Pinckney,  and  such  the  humiliating  condition  annexed  to  it 
by  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Monroe  was  a  member  of  the 
Senate  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Jay's  appointment,  and  opposed 
his  nomination  because,  among  other  reasons,  he  "  thought 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
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*  See  InBlniFtiuna  from  Mr.  Medison,  Kcnrtuy  of  iMle,  iatti  ITIh 
U*y,  1B96.     Anwrkan  State  Papers,  vol.  li.  p.  224,  Sd  edit. 
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States  a  person  who  was  more  likely  to  improve  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent,  the  mischief  to  which  the  measure 
naturally  exposed  us."*  At  the  time  this  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed, Mr.  Monroe  had  not  made  trial  of  his  own  talents 
for  diplomacy. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  with  great  consistency,  instantly  rejected 
the  treaty  negotiated  by  his  ministers ;  but  it  is  not  known 
that  he  denounced  them  as  ^  rogues,"  or  accused  them  of 
"  avarice  and  corruption." 

All  further  efforts  to  procure  a  commercial  treaty  proved 
unavailing.  The  war  of  1 8 1 2  followed,  and  was  terminated 
by  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  secured  to  the  United  States 
no  advantages  whatever,  not  even  a  guarantee  against  im- 
pressment,  for  which  the  war  had  been  professedly  waged. 

In  1815,  the  president,  Mr.  Madison,  who  had  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  acted  a  prominent  part  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  treaty  of  1794,  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
meager  treaty,  Umited  to  four  years.  By  this  treaty,  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  dominions 
in  Europe  was  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  by  Mr.  Jay's 
treaty,  except  that  the  reservation  by  Great  Britain  respect- 
ing countervailing  tonnage  duties  was  omitted,  and  each 
party  was  restricted  from  imposing  higher  duties  on  im- 
ports in  the  vessels  of  the  other  than  in  its  own.  How  far 
this  arrangement  was  advantageous  to  American  com- 
merce is  at  least  questionable.  It  was  formerly  the  policy 
of  most  nations  to  encourage  their  own  shipping  by  dis- 
criminating duties ;  and  a  contrary  stipulation  would  not 
have  been  tolerated  in  1794.  Modem  opinions,  however, 
are  certainly  most  favourable  to  the  doctrine  of  free  trade ; 
with  how  much  justice  time  will  determine.  It  is  how- 
ever certain,  that  under  this  arrangement  the  British  have 
become  carriers  for  the  United  States  to  an  extent  entirely 


*  See  Monroe^B  View  of  the  Conduct  of  the  ExecatWe  in  the  FonifB 
Affairs  of  the  United  States,  p.  iv. 
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unknown  before.  If  the  stipulations  we  have  mentioned 
were  improvements^  they  were  the  only  ones  of  which  the 
new  treaty  could  boast  Mr.  Jay  had  secured  a  trade  for 
American  vessels  to  off  the  ports  of  the  British  JEiaat^Jbidies. 
This  trade  was  now  restricted  to  four  specified  ports;  No 
trade  was  granted  with  the  British  provinces  in  America, 
or  with  the  West  Indies.  The  treaty  contained  nb  specifi- 
cation of  contraband  articles-i^no  precautions  against 
abuses  by  privateers — no  stipulation  against  the  citizens  of 
one  party  accepting  commissions  a^inst  the  other — no 
provisions  for  the  security  of  merchants  and  their  efiects 
in  case  of  war ;  and  no  agreement  for  the  surrender  of 
fiigitives  firom  justice.  On  the  whole,  with  the  exception 
of  the  restrictions  on  the  trade  with  the  enemy's  colonies, 
the  treaty  made  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney  was  far 
preferable  to  the  one  of  1815. 

When  this  treaty  was  about  expiring,  negotiations  were 
resumed,  but  nothing  more  could  be  obtained  than  an  ex- 
tension of  it  for  ten  years.  In  1827,  a  further  effort  was 
made  to  obtain  a  better  treaty,  but  the  British  ministry  was 
inflexible,  and  the  negotiation  resulted  in  an  indefinite  ex- 
tension of  the  existing  treaty,  with'  the  privilege  to  each 
party  of  terminating  it  at  pleasurei*On  giving  the  other  a 
twelvemonth's  notice.  \ 
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Admuuftfatlon  of  povemor  Jay — Hif  Proclamation  fbr  a  general  Thauka- 

j[mng— His  Conduct  in  appointing  to  Office,  and  in  pardoning  Criminala — 

.  'Recoftifbendation  relative  to  the  Obaervance  of  the  Sabbath — Re-elected 

C^t^TROt — Convenes  thd^Legislatnre'in  the  Prospect  of  a  War  with  France 

. — Law  passed ..fot  the  gradaalAboUtioli  of  Slavery— The  Governor  de- 

\    dines  the  Oflice  of  Chief  Juried  of  the  United  States— Ren^U  the  £n- 

croachments  of  the  Council  of  App6in(menU-Remove9  from  Albany— 

I^esented  with  the  Freedom  of  the  City. 

Que  of  the  first  acts  of  Grovernor  Jay  was  a  proclamation 
directing  certain  precautionary  measures  against  the  intro- 
duction of  the  yellow  fever  into  the  city  of  New- York. 
These  meaiJuTes  unfortunately  proved  unavaiiilig^  and  in 
the  latter «part  of  the  summer  the  city  Was  visited  with  that 
distressing  pestilence.  The  governor,  believing  it  to  be  his 
duty  not  to  leave  the  city;  remained  with"  his  family  during 
the  continuance  of  the  malddy.  The  station  he  occupied 
induced  him,  on  the  removal  of  the  scourge,  ^o  call  upon 
his  fellow-citizens  throughout  the  State  to'  unite  with  him 
•in  public  thanksgivings  to  that  Being  through  whose  provi- 
dence the  plague  had  been  stayed.  ^    , 

In  New-Enghmd,  days  of  public  thanksgiving,  arid  of 
festing  and  humiliation,  had  long  been  customary,  and  were 
recognised  by  the  laws  ;  but  in  New- York  such- days,  it  is 
believed,  had  never  been  appointed  by  the  civil  authority,  and 
the  Legislature  had  made  no  pVovision  for  .their  observance. 
The  governor  well  knew  that  the  spirit  of  party  would 
gladly  avail  itself  of  the  present  ■  occasion  to  impugn  his 
motives ;  andf^e  therefore'  took  the  precaution  to  state 

Voii/l.— DDD 
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eiplicitly  the  grouDds  od  wj^cii  he  made  ibe  tiall;-  ia-Hio 
p|«anible  of  the  proclamation' appdiDting  b'pBb^  flttnkB- 
09ing,  aftfcr  dwelling  upon  t^io  fffojaiety  o£  public  ez|^%9^ 
' -bods' of.gTatittide- for  ^blic  blessings,,  and  emimeratii^ 
many  of  the  distinguisbed  fayouil^ 'ivhicfa  FrovideDce  Jdul 
cduferred  upob.  the  people  of  the  State,  ^nd  particnlasly 
diQ  ceissatioiLof  tb&  late  sickness,  he  observes : 

"Whether  tUe  ^^mn-  b(  Itbis  ^'te  is -vested  vilb 
aotfaority  to  aftpbitat  a.dayfoi;  this  purpose,' and  t^'r^fi^ 
md  -enjoin  the  observance  of 'it;  is  a  questim  which, '^^' 
(mmstaaced  as  it  ie,.I  consider  as  being  more  prOp^f  SnMbe 
Le^sllttlire  than  for  me -to  decide.  But  as  tha;people'of 
this  State  have  constituted  nrje  their  cliief  ^afeistrate,  and 
being  pCHctectly-c^ilvineed  that  naliona^  prosperity  depends,, 
aod  ought. to  defend,  on  na\ionai.graXiltide'  and  obfediepce 
to'  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  nations,'  1  thjok  it  prbpei'  to 
iBCommeodrand  I  therefore  do  eaxQ^a^yrecomaufAd  (o  ^e 
•In^  and  others  of  my  fellow^citiEens  throughont  this  St^t* 
to  set  apart  Thursday,'  the  26th  November,  instant,  for'th* 
purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  observe  it  accordingly." 

This  proclamation  was  immediately  assailed  in  ihe  demo- 
cratic papers,  and  the  following  letter  from  an  old  and 
ardent  friend  of  the  governpr'a  contams  an  ironicitl  state- 
ment of  some  of  the  objections  to  it. 

VSeU  JUDGE   HOBART.* 

■'ThiDgga  Keck,  13th  Norambcr,  1T96. 
"Dear  Sik, 
"  I  have  read  with  pleasure  your  extelfeilcy's  proclama- 
tion for  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer ;  the  causes  are 
Well  assigned,  and  the  petitions  well  adapted.  Everybody 
will  agree  that  we  have  'received  great  and  undeserved 
mercies,  as  a  society,  frotn  our  Creator ;  and  that  it  is  fit 
and   proper   we   should,  as  a   society,  acknowledge  and 

■  A  juitiM  of  ti)t  St^rama  Court  of  NawVoifc.  ' 
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impioVe  the  condniiaiice  of^theni.' .  But  by  whose  authori^ 
shall  the  times  and  seasoas.for  the  purpose  be  pointed  out  f 
**  I.w.ot  thatin  goodtilden  tune  it  was  th^- peculiar  province 
.of  holy  church,  and  so  continued  till  Henry  the-Sth^-bf  pious 
faiempry,  made  ajkind  of  hotch^pdt  business  of  it»  by  uniting 
th&  ecclesiastical  and  c!i^il  power  ia  his  olyn.hanids.  His 
example  has  beea  followdd  by  his  successors'  to  the  presenf 
day :  ttiey  issue  their  proclamations  appointing  day4i  for 
public  fastitig,  htDnili^tiori,.and  prayer  in  times  of  public 
calamity,  'ahd^folr  public  thanksgiving  and  praise  upon  signal 
instanCes^Of  public  mci^cies:  It  may  be  said  their  proclar 
lAations  are  authdrkative,  ours  only  recolnmeivdatory.  But 
I'^ask,  ifthe  .recommendation  does  not  partdL^  of  thenatuco 
of  a  eoTig^  (felire  ?— dud  who  Will  be  hardy  ehough'to  neg- 
lect an  acknowledged  jduty  when  reCommehded  from' such 
high  authority  ?  Am  I  mistaken,  '6r  do  my  glasses'tnagnify 
too  much  when  I  fancy  i  see  the  cloven  foot  of  monarchy 
in  (his  business  ?  Alas  I  where  are  .the  direful  efiects  of  this 
bxXraordinary  envoy  ship,- f[>  end  7 — the  benefitii  of  our  com* . 
merce  transferred  to  Britali>-^the  usurpations  of  its  mpn* 
archy  transferred  to  us.  Nor  is  this  air  r  the  poor  clergy 
are  by  the  constitution  confined  to  the  ci^^  of  squIs.  They 
may  not  intermeddle  with  the  "politTcal. concerns  of  the 
community ;  the  door  is  for  ever  bkrred  against them^  .  Let 
who  may  be  rulers,  they  mu^^  be  subject.  And  shall  the 
poor  pittance  of  power,  arising  from  the  authority  of  calling 
their  congi^gat^bns  tpgether,  to  observe*  particular  days  for 
religious,  piirposes,  be  thus  wrested  from  them  t  It  is  in 
vain  to  9aysthat  nointerfei^cnce  with  -th^ir  authority  is 
intended  ;<for  whether  intended  or  not,,  it  may  happen  that 
our  civil  governor  niay  recomihend  a  thanksgiving  to  be 
celebrated  on.  the  satne  day  whibh  our  spiritual  governors 
had  set  apart  for  fasting.  ThQ  case  Tobsorve  has  actually 
happened  in  the  present  insta'ne^ ;  and  I  applied  yesterday 
to  the  casuistry  of  thie  parson  of  the.  parish  to  decide  for  me 
between  them,  and. tell  wlfidi.  ought  to  Hbe  obeyed.    He* 


JM  '  lam  or  Mia  txr. 

■  Mod  liMi  «nteretl  ab  odvitaH,  spd.may  eveotuafly  ttfe  if 
aiirifisAndum.-    It  Beems  thb  pQwer  ought  t^  be'ex^t^ldil-' 

-by^  ^  tpajtutd.of  ttte  civil  Vul^9.«old^L'it'uan*AanedUa- 
MeWoffrfaich  tbey  cannot  he  seiindHu  tetuinte-;iic  'otwhow, 
«deaa  tbere'ihoi^d  be, formed  incb  an'intim^  afiumcv 
Wwaaa-' church .ailB^litatd  a*  {D.^we^enf  all  pcMnbiKtf:'«f 
iBterioreaee.  ■  •.  "     ^     "■;:,*■■ 

^  •'IfOAinillUscan'tlispose.Qflbete.objectiei&'to'dwprodk-' 
n^ob  in  as  haadsbine -a mfctme^ - aS  be  hjaa.tlKMe' to'die 
treaty,  I  shall- tremble  for  the  fate  of  my  country  ^ffaeo  you 
are  Beat  on  an-^xtra  missionito  the  couta'of  RotA^'lest  tba 
■ame  epirit  of>imitation  might  produce  a-bnll,'! 
•BOthSr  tisf^nder,  tl(iK^  I  tn>w*Dpt-of  tba&itk  ' 

<    ■..    ■-" TCoviif*,  nSwt  sincerftly,     -  ■       -  - 
-■''.     '■  "         ■  .'      <*JoHN  SixmsHobaXt., 

■  ■;.  'ilAm  eicelteacy  Got.  Jay.  ■--  '      '    •    , 

■  ■"  l«lii.— I  find  by- the  Daily -AdTertiaer  that  the  procla- . 
mation,  no  more  than  the  treaty,'  is  to  escape  the  shafts  of 
envy  and  malevolence."  '        ■ 

But,  there  was  still  another  objection,  not  mentioned  ia 
the  letter,  and  on^  which  shows  with  what  rancour  the 
father  of  "his  country  was  regarded  by  a  party  whose  views 
he  had  thwarted,  by  r'atiiying  the  British  treaty.;  Amoi^ 
other  subjects  for  prayer,  suggested  by  the  proclamation, 
was  the  preservation  "  of  the  valuable  life  and  usefulness  of 
die  President  of-the  United  States."  This  recomroendaticm 
wasj^presented  in  certain  newspapers  ^  insillting  to  those 
who  differed  from  the  governor  as  to  The  value  of  Wash- 
ington's life,  and  the  extent  of  his  usefulness.    - 

■  Oh  the  6Lh  January,  1796,  the  governor  met  the  Legis- 
lature for  tjie  first  time.  His  speech  was  concise,  and 
chiefly  confined  to  the  recommendation  of  such  laws  a^  in 
his  opinion  would  promote  tlie^publio  welfare.  It  contaftipd 
the  following  summary  of  the  principles  by  which  hia-official 
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CQliduct  would  be  gDvemed ;  and  never  was  a  'pieage  of 
this  Mature  more  faitbAilly  redeeptied. 

"  Permit  meto  avail  myself  of  this  first  opportufiity  Which 
has  occurred,  of  expressing  through  -you  to  my  constituents, 
the  high  sense  I^  Entertain  -of.  that  esteem  and  confidence 
which  prompted*  th^m  to  place  me  in  the  station  I  now- fill. 
Fully  apprised  of  the  duties  which  it*  impoi^s  upnon'me;  my 
bedt  endeavour9  ^all  be  exerted  to  fiilfil  them ;  and  I  flatter 
myself,  that  iathe  courseW  my Administration,  the  sixiceriiy 
.of  this  Assurance  will  be  found  to  rest  on  better  evideoce  . 
,thah  professions  can  afiford. 

"To  regard  my  fellow-citizens  with  an  equal  eye,  t6 
cherish  and  tidvance  merit  wherevel"  fomid,  to  consider  the 
-National  and  State  governments  as1)^ing  equally^estat)lished 
by  the  will  of  the  pe6pre,  to  respect  and  sQpJ)ort'tlfe  .con- 
stituted' authorities  under  each  of  them,  and,  in  genenrf,  to 
exercise  the  power  vested  in  me- with  energy,  impartiality, 
and  fireedopi,  are  obligations'  of  which  I  perceiVe  -and 
acknowledge  the  full  force."  -  ^ 

By  the  constitution  of  New- York,  appoinUnentiB*to  office 
were  to  be'  made  by  the  governor,  with,  thje  advice  and  con- 
-sent  of  the  council  of  appointmentt— a  coiincil'consisting  of 
four  senators,  annually  selected  by  the  Hcnise  of  Assembly. 
It  had  been  the  practice  ?ihce  the  commencement  of  the 
government,  for  the  governor  to  nominate,  and  for  the 
oouncH  to'  approve  or  reject  the  nomination.  The  governor's 
exclusive  right  of  nomination  had  recently  been  denied ;  and 
the  Legislature  were  advised  by  the  speech  to  ^ttlp  \he 
question  by  a  declaratory  dct.  *  ,Th()  Wisdom  of  thjs  advice 
was  evinced  Jby  subsequent  events,  to  Which  we  shall  have 
occasion  \a  allude.  The  speech  contained  two'  other 
recommendatioifls,  which  are  interesting  as  proposing  sys^ 
tems  of  policy  Which  have  since  greatly  advanced  both  the 
character  and  prosperity  of  the  State:  The  first  related  to 
a  mitigation  of  the  criminal  c<¥le,  and  to  establishments  for 
the  emplojrment  and  xefoimation  of  cpminfds.    The  second 


id  a  plap  ojf  intejmal  iinproremeDts  foti  facilitating  and  mul* 
tiplyipg  thie  means  of  intercoufse  between  different  perUipf 

the  State.    ...  •  .    .  *  .  *  . . 

The.  answers  of  both  HoXiiies  to  the  sfteecli  were  ekpljeii 
in  their  expres^on^  6f  confidence,  in-  the  govexiEiofft  and  of 
their  high  sense  of  the  ability  and  patriotism  whtdi  h^d 
inatked  his  public  services 4. thus  repelling,  in  unet^ui^boal 
tevmil,.  the  calumnies  .with  wfiich  the  Oppo&ers  of  th6  fifitiifi 
tredty  had  found  it  comreniexi^  to  assail  the  ioim8ter''Who 
negotiated  it        *      „  .    I     . 

In*  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  *  apeec)^ 
the  subjept  of  tKe  'criminal  code  engaged  the  attejotion.  of 
the  Legislature,  and  a  law  was*  passedv>xpungi^ ^frbm' it* 
mahy.'of  the  sanguiniajry  features  Which  it  had  borrowed 
from' t^e  jurisprudence  of  the  mother  X!ouptry,'and  provisibn 
was  made  for  the  erection  of  a  state-prison ;  criminals  se&i 
tended  to  imprisonment,  having  hitherto  been  confined  in^thii 
jiiis  of  the  counties  in- which  .they  had' been  convicted:. 

When  we  recollect  the  sentiments  uniformly  avowed  by 
Governor  Jay  in  relation  to  slavery;  it  may  seem  singular 
that  no  proposition  for  its  abolition  was  contained  ia  his 
speech.  It  was  no*  doubt  omitted  from  the  conviction  that 
in  the  pfeSent  state  of  politics,  such  ^  proposition  emanating 
from  him,  would  enlist  the  spirit  of  party  in  opposition  to 
a  measure,  against  Which  the  prejudices  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  community  were  already  arrayed.  He  therefore 
deemed  ii  most  prudent' that  the  measure  should  originate 
with  the  Legislature.  Accordingly,  a  few  days  after  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  a  membefof  the  lower  House, 
and  an  intimate  friend  of  the  governor's,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  the  gradual-  abolition  of  slavery.  This 
ipsquest,  which  is  usually  granted  as  a  matter  of  course, 
was  unexpectedly  resisted,  and  leave  was  finally  given  by 
a  small  majority.  The  vot6  evinced  the  sitrong  repugnance 
felt  by  the' house,  even  to  tnk'e  the  subject  into  consideration. 
The  bill  underwent  a  protracted  discussion,  and  was' nlti- 
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trifitely  defefLted  by  a>.resolv6,  that  it  wotild  ^be  unjust  to 
deprive  any  citizen  of  his  pro]^rty,  without  a  reasonable 
pecuniary  eotrnpohsatiou,  at  the  expen3e  of  the  State.  It 
was  well  iinderMood  by  all,  thdt'on  this « condition,  it  Was 
impracticable  to  abolish '  slaverjr ;  end  no  further  atten^pt 
to  cariy'the  bill  was  made  during  the  session:  An  import- 
tfnt .  point  'had,  hbwdrer,  been  gained  by  its  introduotion. 
^he  discussion  had  awakened  public  atteiition  toihe  subject, 
alid  the^  friends  of  justice  ani^  humanity  ^were* well  assured, 
tbat  the  ipore  the  evils  of  slavery  were  ^exposed,  the  soonelr 
would  th6^  public  demand  its  extinction. 

*  An  opportunity  soba  presented  itself  for  testing  the  m^ 
cerity  of- the  govefncn^s  premise,  that  be  wpuld  j^gard  bis 
fellow-dtizens  with  an  equal  eye,  and  exercise  with  impar*^ 
;  ttaMty  ^the  powers  -intrusted  to  him.  .  For  about  eighteen 
yiears  the  administration  of  the  State  had  been  iq  tbefhtrnds 
of  Governor  Clinton,  and  most  if  not  all  t}id  o9i.6es  .in  hia 
gift  were  filled  by.  his  political  friends.^  For  the  last  six 
years  the  citizens  had  been  divided  into  two  great  parties, 
possessing  opposite  views  and  principles,  imd  lavish  in  their 
criminations  of  each  other.  The  lat^^lection  had  trainfl- 
feired  the  of^cial  patronage  of  the  Statp  to  Mr.  ^ay,  and 
it  was  not  perhaps .  an  unreasonable  expecthtion,  that  a 
popular  leader  Would  rewkrd  his  followets,  or  that  a  regard 
to  his  own  interests  wcfuld  induce  him  to  Wrest  from*  his 
enemies  such  means  of  annoyance  as  We^e  supplied  by 
situations  of  profit  and  influence.  It  was  also  k-epoUeoted 
that  Mr.  Jay  had  three  years  befoje  been  excluded  from . 
the  place  he  now  fiHed,  by  a  party  act  of  at  least  qdestion- 
able  morality ;  and  that  he  now  was,  and  had  been  for  the 
last  yeac,  the  constant  iheihei  of  the  most  malignant  insult 
and  abuse,  by  the  very,  payty  to  which  klmosjt  every  office- 
holder, in  the  State  belongeeL  ^oon.  after  the  meeting  of 
th^  Legislature,  the  council,  of  appointment  was  summoned 
by  the  governor,  and  it  is  not  iliQrprisii^  that  .hid  friendft, 
flashed  with  their  recent  triumph;  now  anUoip4ted  the  spoils 
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election,  'Xhe  first,  intimation  of  the  determination  he  had 
made  to  retire  from  public  life  at  the  end  of  the  present 
term,  was,  it  is.  believed,  elicited  in  the  following  corre- 
spondence. 

"  .     .  ... 

"  TO  GBosoa  WAstom gtok/ 

•*  New-Yofk,  April  18th,  1796. 

^  You  can  have  very  little  time  for  private  letters,  and 
thirefote  I  am  the  more  obliged  by  the  one  you  honoured 
me  with  on  the  81st  of  last  month.  Your  answer  to  the 
call  for  papers  meets  with^  very  general  approbation  here. 
The  prevailing  party  in  the  House  of  Repre^enfatives  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  digging  their-  political  grave.-  I  have  full 
fiuth  that  all  will  end  well,  and  that  France  will  find 
the  United  States  less  ea^  to  manage  than  Holland  or 
Geneva. 

^The  seiwioa  of  our  Legislature  is.  eoncluded,  and 
nothing  unpleasant  has  occurred  during  the  course  of  it.  t 
think  your.  Measures  will  meet  with  general  and  firm  «u|h 
port,  fifx>m  tbei  great  majority  of  this  State. )  There  is  no 
defection  among  the'  federalists ;  as  to  the  others,  they  vnll 
act  according  to  circumstances. 

^*  These  contentions  must  give  yonti  great  deal  of  trouble; 
but  it  is  apparent  to  me,  that  th^  conclusion  of  them,  like  the 
conclusion  of  the  late  war,  will  afford  a  tjrain  of  reflections 
which  will  console  and  compensate  you  for  it 

^Attachment  to  you,  as  well  as  to  our  country,  urges 
me  to  hope  and  to  pray  that  you  will  not  leave  the  work 
unfinished.  Remain  with  us  at  least  while  the  storm  lasts, 
and  until  you  can  retire  like  the  sun  in  a  calm  unclouded 
evening. 

**  May  every  blessing,  here  and  hereafter,  attend  you. 
\  "I  am,  dear  sir, 

^  Your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

"  JoHw  Jay." 

VOL.  I. E  E  E 
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"TO   JOHK    JAY. 

"  [PriTBle.] 
'  "  Pbiladelphia,  8ttL  Hiy,  ITBS. 

"  My  DEAR  Sir, 
"  You  judged  very  right  when,  in  your  letter  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  you  observed,  '  I  can  have  very  little  tin;e  for  pri- 
vate letters.'  But  if  my  friends  will  put  up  with  the  hasty 
and  indigesled  ones  I  can  write,  under  such  circumstances, 
there  are  a  few  of  them  (among  whom  allow  me  the  grati- 
fication to  plact!  you)  with  whom  I  should  feel  very  happy 
to  correspond,  and,  while  1  hold  my  present  office,  to  learn 
their  sentiments  upon  any  of  the  important  measures  which 
come  before  the  executive  of  the  United  Stales. 

"  f  am  sure  the  mass  of  citizens  in  the  United  States 
mean  well,  and  I  firmLy  believe  they  will  always  act  well 
whenever  they  can  obtain  a  right  understanding  of  matters  t 
but  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  where  the  sentiments  of 
their  delegates  and  leaders  are  adverse  to  the  government, 
and  great  peuns  are  taken  to  inculcate  a  belief  that  their 
rights  are  assailed  and  their  liberties  endangered,  it  is  not 
easy  to  accomplish  this ;  especially  (as  is  the  case  invariably) 
when  the  inventors  and  abettors  of  pernicious  measures  use 
infinitely  more  industry  in  disseminating  the  poison,  than  the 
well-disposed  part'of  the  community  do  to  furnish  the  anti- 
dote. To  this  source  all  our  discontents  may  be  traced, 
and  from  if  our  embarrassments  proceed.  Hence  serious 
misfortunes,  originating  in  misrepresentation,  frequently 
flow  and  spread  before  they  can  be  dissipated  by  truth. 

"  These  things  do,  as  you  have  supposed,  611  my  mind 
with  mych  concern  and  with  serious  anxiety.  Indeed,  the 
trouble  and  perplexities  which  they  occasion,  added  to  the 
weight  of  years  which  have  passed  i^)on  me,  have  worn 
away  niy  mind  more  than  my  body,  and  render  ease  and 
retirement  indispensably  necessary  to  both  during  the  short 
time  I  have  to  remain  here. 
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^  It  would  be  imcandid,  therefore,  and  would  dhcoTe;r  a 
want  of  friendly  confidence  (as  you  have  expressed  a  soli- 
citude for  my,  at  least,  riding  out  the  storm)  not  to  add, 
that,  nothing  short  of  events,  or  such  iniperious  •circum- 
stances (which  I  hope  and  trust  will  ;not  happen)  as  might 
render  a  retreat  dishonourable,  will  prevent,  the  public  an- 
nunciation of  it  in  time,  to  obviate  waste  or  mbapplied 
votes,  at  the  election  of  president  and  vice-president  ef  the 
United  States  in  December  next,  4ipon  myself. 

^  I  congratulate  you  on  the  trbnquil  session  just  closed  in 
your  State,  apd  upon  the  goo4  dispositions'  generally  which, 
I,  am  informed,  prevail  among  the  citizens  thereof 

'**  With  the  most  fiiendly  sentiments,  I  remain,  dear  sir, 
<<  Your  obedient  and  afi^ctionate  servant, ' 

**  Geo,  WAsmNaTow.** 

§ 

t 

In  September,  the  president  published  his  justly  cele- 
brated Farewell  Address;  and  in  the  succeeding  November  * 
Especial  session  of  the  New- York  Liegislature  was  held  for 
the  purpose  of  appointing  electors  of  president  The  goy- 
emor  embraced  the  opportunity  thus  offered  of  paying  a 
public  tribute  to  the  services  and  character  of  this  great 
imd  good  man.  ^  Tbd  period,"  said  the  governor  in  his 
speech,  *^  fixed  for  the  election  of  a  president  of  the  United 
States  &  approaching,  and  the  measures  preparatory  to  it 
kk  this  State  are  now  to  be  ti^en.  In  ^very  possible  situ- 
ation .  of  our  national  affairs,  whether  of  peace  or  war,  o£ 
tranquillity  or  of  ferment,  of  prosperity  or  misfortune,  this 
object  will  not  cease  to  demand  the  utmost  care  and  cir-  • 
cumspection. 

.^Hitherto,  embarrassments  arising  from  competitions, 
and  from  the  influences  incident  to  them,  have  not  been  ex- 
perienced ;  they  have  been  excluded  by  the  uniform  and 
universal  confidence  reposed  in  that  illustrious  patriot*  who 
being  distinguished  as  the  father  and  ornament  of  his  coun- 
try, by  a  series  of  great  and  disinterested  services,  was  also 
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eimueDtly  qualified  by  an  uncommon  assemblage  of  virtuea 
and  taJentB  for  that  important  and  exalted  station. 

"  But  that  extraordinary  man,  having  with  admil^its 
wisdom  and  fortitude  conducted  the  nation  through  varioua 
vicissitudes  and  unpropjtious  circumslances  to  uneianipled 
prosperity,  is  now  about  to  retire.  Mankind  has  not  been 
accustomed  to  see  the  highest  military  and  civU  power  of 
a  nation  so  received,  used,  andresigned,  as  they  have  been 
in  this  glorious  instance." 

1797.]  In  January  the  Legislature  again  assembled, 
and  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  Senate  lor  tlie  gradual  aboli* 
tion  of  slavery.  The  opposition  to  this  bill  was  less  open 
tlian  that  which  it  had  experienced  in  the  odjer  House  the 
preceding  winter,  but  it  was  not  perhaps  less  insidioxis. 
Its  coQsideration  was  postponed  from  time  to  time  by  a  hos- 
tile majority,  till  tlie  session  expired  without  a  tote  being 
taken  on  its  merits. 

On  the  25th  November  of  this  year,  the  new  state-prison 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  convicts.  This  was  the 
commeocement  of  a  new  era  in  the  criminal  jurisprudence 
of  New-York.  A  sanguinary  code  had  been  abolished, 
and  the  penalty  of  death  had,  in  many  instances,  been  com- 
muted for  imprisonment  at  hard  labour  in  the  new  prison. 
To  the  governor  Was  confided  the  power  of  pardoning } 
and  certainly  no  other  official  function  so  often  exacted 
from  him  the  sacrifice  of  feeling  to  duty.  The  petitions  for 
pardons  were  numerous,  and  they  were  frequendy  presented 
under  circomstances  which  required  great  firmness  to  re- 
sist them.  In  two  instances,  the  governors  of  neighbour- 
ing States  applied  to  him  by  letter,  soliciting  the  pardon  of 
convicts  from  their  States,  who  happened  to  be  respectably 
comiected.  In  another  case,  the  clergy,  magistrates,  and 
inhabitants  of  a  town  in  Connecticut  united  in  a  petition  in 
behalf  of  a.  fellow-townsman.  .  But  perhaps  in  no  instacca 
did  the  governor  find  it  more  difficult  to  withstand  the 
solicitations  of  his  friends,  and  the  impulses  of  his  own 
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feelings,  as  in  one  which  -excited'  a  general  and  painful  in- 
terest 'The  wd  9f  a  worthy  revolutionafy  officer,  who 
had  lost  a  limb  in  the  publicr  siervice,  had  'been  convicted  of 
foTgsTff  and  sentenced  to  imprisbnment  for  life.  ^  The  aged 
and  broken-hearted  parent  repahred.irom  a  distant  part  of 
the  State  to  the  capital,  to  invoke  in  person  the  clem- 
ency of  the  execntive,  bringing  with  him  from  the  towns 
through  whiclf  he  passed  petitions  urging  his  suit ;  while 
the  governor's  nK>st  confidential  friends,  and  the  great 
officers  of  state,  soUcited  him  in  pnyate,  to  liberate  the 
prisoner,  in  consideration  of  th^  father.  But  all  was  in 
vain.  A  pardon,  on  the  ground  on  whicji.this  was  lisked, 
would  have.been*an  admissioi)  thatthe  childreh  of  deserving 
parents  might' cothmit  crimes  wj^impilmity;  and  that  ran 
t>£fender,  whose  connexions  were  numerous  and  influential, 
was  entitled  to  more  lenity  than  the  friendless  and  obscure. 
The  principles  on  which  the  governor  exercised  this  im- 
portant prerogative  may  be  gathered  from  some  of  his 
tetters  on  the  siibject*  • 

«T0  XOB  JUSTtCSS  AND  SXLBCTMBN  OF  TWt  TOWK  OP 

NORWALK,  CONH . 

«•  N^-Yoik,  2d  J«ly,  1798. 
'' GKlfTLBIOBK, 

**Ihave  received  the  potion  by  which,  you  and. other 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Norwalk  request  that  a  pard<Mi 
may  be  granted  to  Stephen  Belknap,  who  was  lately  ccm- 
victed  of'  attempting,  in  Concert  with  other  prisoners,  to 
efiect  their  escape  from  the  jail  of  this  city  by  force  of  anns. 
The  jail  of  the  city  was  broken,  the  citizei^s  alarmed,  one  of 
them  was  shot  and  severely  wounded,  and.the  lives  of  others 
of  them  greatly  endangered.  For 'this  offence  he  i)iras  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour  in  the  state-prison 
for  eighteen  months,  and  to  a  fine'ofnagreslt  amount. 

"  This  Correct  and  well-written  petition  appears  to  have 
been  dictated  by  pure  and  commendable^  motives.    From 


ihe  characters  of  the  subscribers  I  am  convinced  thai  entire 
credit  is  due  to  the  facts  stated  in  it,  and  that  the  reputa- 
tion, circumstances,  and  connexions  of  Stephen  Belknap  are 
truly  represented. 

,  "  I  fee!  the  force  of  the  considerations  you  urge,  and  sin- 
cerely sympathize  with  the  young  man's  father  in  the  affiic- 
tion  which  he  must  necessarily  experience  from  so  diaUesa- 
ing  an  event. 

"It  is  true  that  I  have  authority  to  grant  liim  a  pardon; 
but  that  authority,  you  well  know,  gentlemen,  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  trust  to  be  executed,  not  according  lo  my  will 
and  inclination,  but  with  sound  discretion,  and  on  principles 
which  reconcile  merCy  to  ofienders,  with  the  interests  ot  the 
public. 

"  In  free  states  tiie  laws  alone  bear  rule ;  and,  to  that 
end,  respect  for  and  obedience  to  them  is  indispensable  to 
the  order,  comfort,  and  security  of  society.  .Belknap's 
offence  includes  disrespect  to  the  lai*s,  opposition  and  de- 
fiance to  their  authority,  and  a  most  unjustifiable  combina- 
tion to  break  from  their  control  by  force  of  arms,  and  with- 
out regard  to  tlie  blood  and  livea  of  faithful  officers  and 
innocent  citizens.  ' 

"  The  punishqient  to  which  he  has  been  adjudged  is  mild, 
and  they  who  visit  the  state-prison  will  find  that  he  has 
nothing  but  his  confinement  to  complain  of.  After  having 
very  maturely  considered  this  case,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  nature  of  his  offence  is  such  as  that  a  pardon  would  not 
be  a  prudent  or  a  seasonable  measure.  The  civil  magis- 
trates and  ministers  of  justice  must. be  protected,  and  that 
so  decidedly  as  to  let  it  be  seen  and  felt,  that  violences  and 
outrages  against  Jhcm  cannot  be  committed  with  impunity. 
To  pardon  and  discharge  such  an  offender  almost  directly 
after  hia  commitment  to  the  stale-prison  would,  instead  of 
producing  the  proper  impressions  on  hiiti  and  others,  natu- 
rally excite  disgust  and  indignation  in  the  peace-officers, 
and  be  censured,  if  not  generally,  at  least  by  those  who 
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think  our  present  penal  code  too  mild.  Besides,  should  •  a 
pardon  be  granted  to  Belknap  and  rqAised  to  his.  fellow- 
offenders,  it  would  be  difficult  so  to  discriminate  hiili  from 
all  the  others  as  to  avoid  that  partiality  and  respect. to  per- 
sons which  both  justice,  and  policy  forbid*  Although  too 
much  severity  is  inhumanity,  yet  unless  mercy  is  extended 
with  great  discretion,  it  will  encoura^^e  ofiences  and  ulti- 
mately multiply  punishments. 

''It  also  pierits  consideration,  that  many  judicious  and 
well-disposed  citizens  among  us  think  that  more  sanguine 
expectations  .are  entertained  from  our  present  mild  or  (as 
sonie  call  it)  relax^od  system  of  punisliments  iban  will  ever 
b.«»!i^  Pr»h«,  dir^  In.  |..d»,Jd  h.,.  .  ftir 
trial,  and  therefore  that  the  supposed  objections  to  it  should 
not  be  permitted  to  derive  strength  and  support  from  the 
frequency  of  pardons,  in  cases  where  the  propriety  of  them 
is  justly  liable  to  doubt  and  question. 

''1  submit  these  reflections  to  your  candid  consideration ; 
and  I  assurip  you  that  T  sincerely  regret  their  constraining' 
me  to  forego  the  satuifaction  I  should  derive  fix)m  a  com- 
plianoe  with  your  request 

^  It  is  pleasant  to  gratify  those  who  wish  us  well,  ^d 
whom  we  esteem  and  jespect;  but. there  are  occasions 
when  we  must,  however  reluctantly,  deny  ourselves  that- 
pleasure^  i     .  <       . 

•  **J[  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 
'/*  Your  humble  g^rva^iit, 
^      -'    '  ''John  Jay." 

'  * 

•"to   OENERAX  WILLIAMS. 
'*SlB, 

"  I  have  been  fiivoufed  with  yours  of  the  28th  May,  men- 
tioning that  the  friends  of  William  Moncrief  are  anxious  for 
his  release  from  imprisonment,  and  that  the  people  appear 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  punishment  he  has  received. '  How 
far  these  circumstances  aflbrd  proper  reasons  and  prind- 
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pies  whereon  to  found  a  pardon,  is  a  question  which,  after 
due  consideration,  .will  not,  I  presiyne,  appear  very  difficult 
to  decide.  ^ 

^  l^he  poller  of  pardoning  is  committed  by  the  constitti- 
tioh  to  the  prudence  and  discretion,  and  not  the  wishesjor 
feelings  of  tbie  governor.  If  it  was  confided  to  the  latter, 
very  few  convicts  would  be'  long  imprisoned.  I  bcdieve  it 
to*  be  my  dtUy  to  pardon  all  who,  in  my- judgmeat,  ought  to 
I)e  pardoned,  and  to  refuse  pardons  to  all  who^  on  prindplei^ 
of  sound  policy  and  justice,  ought  not  to  have  them*  ,  To 
pardon  or  not  to  pardon  does  not  depend  on  my  will,  but  on 
my  judgment ;  and  for  the  impartial  and  discreet  exercise 
of  this  authority  I  am  ^hd  ought  to  be  highly  responsible. 
'         •  .  ".I  am,  sir,      ^ 

V  Your  most  obedient  servant,     • 

♦*  JoHif  Jay." 

The  moderation  and  forbearance,  ^evincec}  by  Govehior 
Jay  towards  his  political  opponents  arose  from  other  and 
higher  motives  than  a  desire  to  conciliate  their  fevour; 
and  he  was,  therefore,  neither  surprised  nor  disappointed  at 
finding  the  electioneering  campaign  opened  against  him  at 
least  one  year  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service. 
His  enemies  took  the  field  under  the  banners  of  his  old 
friend  Chancellor  Livingston,  whom  they  annonnced  as 
their  candidate  for  governor,  Mr.  Jay  would  gladly  have 
retired  from  the  contest,  but  the  indignities  which  France 
was  at  this  time  heaping  upon  his  country,  and  the  proba- 
bility that  they  would  soon  lead  to  war,  forbade  him  to  con- 
sult only  his  personal  gratification.  His  fellow-citizens  still 
claimed  his  services,  and  he  resolved  not  to  aba^ndon  the 
helm  at  a  moment  when  the  lowering  clouds  .portended  a 
storm. 

No  competitor  could  probably  have  been  selected  with 
whom  he  would  have  been  more  reluctant  to  contend  than 
the  chancellor.     Ancient  friendship   and  ancient  associa- 
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tions  must  have  rendered  it  peculiarly  painAil  to  him  to  find 
in  his  old  cgmpsmron  and  feilo^-labou^r  a  voluntary  rival. 
But.  whatever  may  have  been  his  reflectioiis  on  the  occa- 
sion, they  were  confined*  lo  his  own  bosom ;  and  nothing 
unkind  'towards  his  opponent  Escaped  firom  -his  lipa  or 
his  peA.  ^  V 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1798,  the  governor  ope.ned  the 
session  of  the  Lb^slaturb  with  a  speech  which>  as  usua]^  was 
chiefly  confined  to  topics  of  local  interest  There  was  one 
(Missage,^  however.  Which  marked  his  reverence  for  religion. 
"There  is,"  he  observed,  **  much  reascn  to  "regret  tha^t  more 
respect  is  not  generally  paid  to  the  injunctions  of  the  .act 
relative  to  Sund^iy.  If  the  Sabbath  be,  as  I  am  convinced 
it  is,  of  Divine  appointment^  this  subject  ought  liot  to  be 
regarded  with  indifference.'* 

The  answers  of  both  Houses  were  respectful,  and  a  promise 
was  given  that  thp  suggestiop  relative  to  the  Sabbath 
should  engage  their  attention.  The  subject  in  the  lower 
House  was  referred  to  a  special  committee ;  and  their  report 
is  interesting,  as  showing  that  it  was  not  then  suppoted  to 
be  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  either  civil  or  religious 
fi-eedom,  to  guard  the  Sabbath  from  profanation  by  legal 
enactments.  ~ 

**  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  his 
excellency's  speech  relative  to  the  observation  of  the  Sab- 
bath, report — that  the  committee  being  impressed  with  this 
solemn  Iruth^  that  righteousness  exalteth'a  nation,  and  thiat 
sin  is  a  reproach  to' finy  people ;  and  also  considering  the 
positive  command  of  the  Supreme  Lawgiver,  remebibes 
THE 'Sabbath  to  kee^  u.holt,  as  being  a  mora'  duty 
binding  upon  all  men ;  and  also  viewing  with  sincere  regret 
the  frequent  and  open  violation  of  the  Sabbatlv^they  are 
of  opinion  that  the  law  respecting  the  Sabbath  ought  to  be 
so  altered  as*  to  prevent  the  profanation  thereof,  at  least  90 
far  as  such  pi^ctices  tend  to  disturb  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  civil  society ;  and  tUey  have  prepared  a  bill  for  that 

VOL.  I. — ^p  p  F     • 
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purpose,  entitled  *  An  Act  to  prervent  the  profan&tipn  of  the 
Sabbath/  which  they  ask  leave  to  bring  in."  *  '  • 
.  This  bill,"  in  its  progress  through  the  .House,  was  sup- 
ported  bjr  a  very  large  majority,  including  the  leading  nieD 
of  both  parties,  cCnd  it  became,  with  some  alterations,-  a  law 
of  the  State. 

•The  hill  for  the  abolition  pf  slaveiy  was  brought  forward 
for  the  third  time.  The  opposition  to  it  in  the  low|^  House 
was  vigorous ;  andean  attempt  wa3  made  to  deistroy  the  bill 
by  adding  to  it  a  clause,  providing. for  the  remuneration  of 
the  owners  of  manumitted  slaves.  Thfe  .attempt  failed, 
and  ai^  much  delay  and  discussion,  the  bill  was  carried 
T)y  a  majority  of  twenty-six  votes.  .  But  the  triumph  was 
incolnplete,  as  the  till  had  yet  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  the 
Senate,  and  in  that  body  it  was  rejectei 
•  In  the- month  of  AprH  of  this  year,  the  election  for  gov- 
ernor was  held.  The  democratic  party  tnade  great  eflTorts 
to  place  Chatncellor  Livingston  in  the  c^r  of  state>  but 
Governor  Jay  was  re-elected  by  a  large  and  greatly  in- 
creased majority. 

The  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  continued  to 
wear  a  threatening  aspect.  The  insults  of  the  French 
Directory,  and  their  depredations  upon  American  com- 
merce, had  now  proceeded  to  such  lengths  as  in  the  opinion 
of  many  to  render  w^r  inevitable.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  governor  thought  it  proper  to  issue  his  proc- 
.  laniation,  converting  the  Legislature,  in  ordcF  that  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  security  of  the  city  and  State 
of  New-York  might  be  taken  without  delay. 

General  Wtishington  had  already,  in  anticipation  of  a 
war.  with  France,  accepted  the  situation  of  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  American  army.  In  reference  to  this  appoint- 
ment, he  remarked  in  one  of  hk  letters,  "  The  principle  by 
which  my  conduct  has  been  actuated  through  life  would 
not  suffer  me,  in  any  great  emergency,  to  withhold  any  ser- 
vices I  could  render,  when  required  by  my  country,  espe- 
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cially  in  a  case  where  its  dearest  rights  are  assailed  by 
lawless,  and  intoxicated  power,  in  contempt  of  justice,  and 
in  violation  of  solemn  compacts,  and  of  laws  which  govern 
all  civilized  nation3 ;  and  this  too  with  the  obvious-  intent 
to  sow  thick  the  seeds  of  disunion,  .for  the  purpose  of  Isub- 
jugating  our  government,  and  destroying  our  indejpendence 
and  happiness." 

The  opinion  thus  expressed  by  Washingtcm,  of  the  con- 
duct of  Trance,  was  entertained'  by  a  large  'proportion  of 
i^s  countryrpen :  the  pulse  of  the;  nation  beat  hig})  for  war ; 
and  the  popular  sentiment  of  the  day-^ — **  Millions  for  de- 
fence, not  a  cent  for  tribute,"  truly  expressed'  the  feelings 
of  thd  people.  Patriotic  addresses  from  public  meetings  to 
the  constituted  authorities  were  frequent,'  and  manifested  a 
firm  resolution  to  maintain  the  honour  and  rights  of  the 
country.  The  following  address  and  answer  will  help  to 
show  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

Address  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Washington  County^  convened 
at  Hartfordy  by  Public  Notice^  on  th^  9th  of  August^  1798v 

*  "to   m9  EXCEl^LEN.CT  JOHIT  JAY,   ESQ.,- 

**  Governor  of  the  State  .of  New- York. 

"Sir,  v. 

"  We  cheerfully  pmbrace  this  opportunity  of  congratu- 
lating you  upon  your  re-election  to  the  elevated  office  of 
first  magistrate  of  this  State  ;  and  we  regard  it  a  mark  of 
discernment  in  our  citizens,  both  pleasing  and  encouraging, 
that  notwithstanding  the  false,  the  foul,  and  inflammatory 
publications  industriously  circulated  to*  defeat  their  inten- 
tions, such  a  respectable  majority  of  their  suffrages  should 
appear  for  one  whose  attiachment  to  their  liberties  has  been 
uniform,  whose  firmness  in  prosecuting  them  ioflexiblet  and 
whose  integrity  in  every  part  of  his  official  conduct  is  un- 
impeachable. 

«  We  are  happy  that,  agreeably  to  that  firmness,  which 
has  uniformly  marked  your  public  conduct,  you  have  this 
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day  convened  our  Legislature  to  co-operate  with  tbe  Trea* 
^dent  of  the  United  States,  in  concerting  measures  fiir  our 
common  defence.  •    .' 

••We  humbly  .hope  tb^t.  they  will  cordially  concur  in 
every  measure  which  your  wisdom  may  deem  uaefd  and 
rpquisite^  •  , 

*•  Peace  we  estimate  as  one  of  the  most  precioiis  pfts  of 
Heaven,  and  with  heartfelt  emotions  of  gratitude  we  adore 
the  Ruler  of  nations  for  our  long,  uninterrupted  enjoyment 
of  it ;  but  basely  to  pursue  this  blessing  at  the  explense,  of 
9ur  liberty  is  i^ndutiful,  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  ^so  to 
that  benignant  Deity  who  decreed  that  man  should  be  free. 
*rh<5  moment  that  an  individual  or  a  nation  passively 
receives  the  ipsults  of  oppression,  they  sink  from  that 
elevation  of  character  for  which  they  were  originaUy 
destined.  .   ^        . 

/•Under  the  impressions  of  this  great  truth,  while  we 
express  unlimited  confidence  in  your  wisdom  and  rectitudcj. 
we  solemnly  pledge  ourselves,  at  the  hazard  of  our  property 
apd  blood,  to  support  you  in  every  laudable  m^easurje. 

"Signed  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

''John  Williams,  Chairman.'^ 

*\To  tlie  Inhabitants  of  Washington  County ,  who  convened 
at  Hartford,  by  Public  Notice,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1798. 

"  Albany,  16tli  August,  1798. 

"Gextlemen, 

"  The  address  wi til  which  you  have  honoured  me  con- 
tains congratulations  and  assurances  which  I  receive  with 
gratitude.  I  view  the  conduct  of  the  French  Directory 
towards  this  country  in  the  same  light  as  you  do ;  and  ob- 
serve with  pleasure  that  your  sentiments  and  resolutions 
respecting  it  are  su<?h  as  become  Americans. 

**  It  is  vv^orthy  of  consideration  that  we  have  no  libei:ty  to 
acquire,  but  much  to  preserve  ;  we  already  possess  all  the 
liberty  that  men  <ian  have — the  entire  and  perfect  liberty  of 


Ura  OF  JOHN  JAT.  405 

gDvemii]g  ourselves.  Every  principle  of  honour  and  interest 
calla  upon  us  to  use  this  liberty  wisely,  and  to  unite  in  pre- 
paring to  defend  it  with  the  like  spirit  and  perseverance 
with  which  it  was  *  obtained.  Accept  my  best  wishes  for 
the  prosperity  of  your  county,  and  that,  as  it  bears -the 
name,  so  may'it  also  cherish  the  patriotism  and  other  virtues 
which  distinguish  the  illustrious  WAstfnroToif.* 

.  **  John  Jat." 

^  Ofi  theSd  of  August,  the  governor  opened  the  session  of  the 
Legi^ature  with,  a  speech,  in  which,  after  taking  a  succmct 
view  of  the  insidious  and  hpstile  policy  of  the  Flinch  re- 
public towarda  the  United  States,  he  referred  to  the  pre- 
cautionary measures  taken  by  the  general  government^  and 
to  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  co-operate  in  them. 
**  While  security,"  he  remarked,  **  is  the  question,  the  ex- 
pense of  providing  for  it  is  a  secondary  consideration.  It 
is  to  be  regretted,  that  too  ndany  of  our  citizens  seem  to 
have  inadvertently  flattered  themselves  that,  unlike  all 
other  people  past  or  present,  they  were  to  be  exempt  from 
taxes.  But^  whatever  difficulties,  or  differences  of  opinions, 
may  exist  or  occur  relative  to  our  domestic  expenses,  it 
certainly  becomes  us  unanimously  and  firmly,  to  resolve 
that  they  shall  not  be  increased  by  tribute  or  contributions 
to  any  foreign  nation.  The  great  Sovereign  of  the  uni- 
verse has  given  us  independence,  and  to  that  inestimable 
gift  has  annexed  the  duty  of  defending  it  We  may  be 
involved  in  a  severe  contest,  but  we  have  no  iS^ason  to 
despair  of  success.  The  United  States  cannot  be  con- 
quered but  by  civil  discord  under  foreign  dictation ;.uid 
it  is  useful  to  recollect,  that  to  this  cause  all  fellen  republics 
have  owed  their  destruction.  History  will  declare  to  future 
ages  that  the  United  States  were  as  kind  as  a  neutral  nation 
could  with  justice  be  to  the  republic  of  France,  ill  the  day 
when  her  destiny  wsts  doubtful :.  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  his- 
tory will  also  declare,  that  when,  in  the  day  of  her  power, 
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France  became  t}nrannical  as  \vell  as  triumphant,  and  had 
indecently  req.uired  us  to  descend  and  take^a  place  among 
her  tributaries,  the  Upited'  States  spurned  her  requisition, 
and  maintained  their  dignity." 

The  sentiments  of  the  governor  were  cordially  recipro- 
cated in  the  answers  to  his  speech.  For  the  moment, 
the  voice  of  faction  was  drowned  in  a  loud  and  vdiemeiit 
burst  of  indignation  against  the  insulting  cupidity  of  the 
French  Directory, ;  and  the  Legislature  lin^nimouisLy  voted 
a  patriotic  address  to  the  presideat,  pledging  the  support  of 
the  State  of  New- York  in  his  endeavours  to  maintain  the 
rights  and  honour  of  the  nation,  r  They  then  passed  an  act, 
appropriating  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  erection  offot* 
tifications  and  the  purchase  of  arms,  to  be  expended  by  the 
governor,  and  at  his  discretion.  This  law  imposed  a  heavy 
responsibility  upon  the  governor,  but  the  prudence  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  carried  it  into  execution  secured  him 
from  censure.  The  disbursei;nent  of  the  money  he  com- 
mitted to  his  friend  General  Clarkson,  in  whose  probity  the 
public,  a,^  well  as  himself,  had  unlimited  confidence.  To 
General  Hamilton,  who  was  tlien  inspector-general  of  the 
American  army,  was  intrusted  the  superintendence  of  the 
works  to  be  constructed  for  defence :  and  Mr.  King,  the 
American  minister  in  London,  was  commissioned  to  pur- 
chase the  necessary  arms. 

About  this  period  an  effort  was  made  by  several  of  the 
States  to  procure  an  alteration  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  by  which  foreigners  should  be  excluded  from 
office.  This  effort  was  not  successful ;  but  Gk)vernor  Jay, 
who  hsid  always  approved  the  policy  at  which  it  aimed, 
suggested  in  the  following  letter  a  mode  of  effecting  the 
object  with  less  difficulty  than  by  making  a  change  in  the 
constitution. 
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"to  timothy  PICKERING.* 

"  18th  May,  1798. 

"  Dear'  Sir, 

.  **It  18- said  that  the  Naturalization  Act  is  to  be  revised 
and  amended.  Permit  me  to  suggest  an  idea  which  I  have 
for  many  years  deemed  important. . 

"  We  doubtless  may  grant  to  a  foreigner  just  such  a'  por- 
tion of  our  rights  and  privileges  as  we  may  thiiik  proper. 
In  my  opinion  it  would  be  wise  to<leclare  explicitly;  that 
the  right  and  privilege  of  being  elected  or  appointed  to,  or 
of  holding  and  exercising  any  office  or  place  of  tru^  or 
power  under  die  United  States,  or  under  any  of  them,  shall 
not  hereafter  be  granted  to  any  foreigner ;  but  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of' the 
Senate,  be  nevertheless  at  liberty  to  appoint  a  foreigner  to 
a  military  office. 

**  I  am,  dear  sir, 
•     **  Your  most  obedient  servant;. 

"John  Jay.*' 

1799.]  The  LiCgislature,  which  had  been  summoned  by 
the  governor's  proclamation,  adjourned  immediately  after 
they  had  adopted  the  measures  for  which  they  had  been 
convened,  and  met  again  at  the  usual  time  in  January  for 
the  transaction  of  ordinary  business. 

The  governor,  as  we  have  already  seen,  had  declared 
many  years  before,  that  were  -he  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture he  would  introduce  a  bill  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  would  never  cease  moving  it  till  it  became  a 
law  or  he  ceased  to  be  a  member.  It  seems  to  have  been 
his  determination,  on  becoming  governor,  that  so  far  asr  his 
influence  could  effect  it,  such  a  bill  should  be  moved  at 
every  session  till  it  was  enacted  into  a  law,  or  until  he 

*  Secretary  of  state. 


'<bea/Nll  to  be  governor.    Accordingly,  at  an  Bany  p^Ad, 
Ibis  session,  the  bill  was  introduced  for  the  fourth,  and 
pily  for  the  last  time.     It  was  passed  by  a  msyority  of 
in  the  Senate,  and  of  thirty-six  in  the  lower  House.  Probably 
no  measure  of  his  administration  afforded  him  such-unfeigned 
pleasure,  and  certainly  none  was  more  propitious  to  tbo 
morals,  resources,  and  happiness  of  the  State  overwUch 
he  presided. 

As  the  first  magistratO'of  the  State,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  see  that  the  laws  were  punctually  and  vigorously 
executed ;  and  his  official  correspondence  bears  abundant 
testimony  to  his  solicitude  to  discover  and  punish  every 
contempt  of  legal  authority.  On  two  occasions  Where 
resistance  was  apprehended,  he  ordered  into  service  such  a 
body  of  troops  as  to  compel  instant  and  implicit  obedience 
to  the  laws. 

Having  observed  that  frequent  encroachments  were 
made  upon  the  highways,  he  issued  a  proclamation  re- 
quiring the  proper  officers  to  prosecute  the  offenders.  The 
following  letters  afford  a  pleasing  instance  of  official  vigi- 
lance and  private  benevolence. 

"to  c.  d.  golden.* 

"  Albany,  4th  Feb.,  1801. 

"  Sir, 

"  At  the  distance  of  between  two  or  three  miles  northerly 
firom  the  court-house  at  Bedford,  in  the  county  of  West- 
chester, Daniel  Gregory,  a  blacksmith,  has  within  a  few 
years  past  erected  a  small  dwelling-house,  in  which  he  lives, 
and  also  occupies  a  blacksmith's  shop ;  both  of  which  are 
built  on  the  highway.  He  has  been  often  called  upon  to 
remove  them.  Colonel  Jesse  Holly  and  Major  Samuei 
Lyon  of  Bedford  can  give  you  particular  information  on 
the  subject. 

*  Assistant  attorney-general. 
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*■  Be  pleased  to  take,  without  delay,  such  legal  measures 
may  be  necessary  to  free  the  road  from  these  intrusions. 
**  With  esteem  and  regard,  I  am, 

**  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

**  JoHw  Jay.** 


^TO  C.   D.   COLDElf. 

"  Albany,  19th  Feb.,.  1801. 

••  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  4th  instant  to  proceed  against 
Daniel  Gregory,  who  had  built  a  dwelling-house,  and  has 
also  a  blacksmith's  shop,  on  the  highway,  between  two  of 
three  miles  north  from  Bedford  court-house.  Being  inter- 
rupted, I  concluded  that  letter  without  observing,  as  I 
intended,  that  this  man  living  near  my  farm,  and  this  en* 
croachment  being  under  my  eye  whenever  I  go  there,  I 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  my  official  duty  to  let  it  continue 
to  pass  unnoticed.  I  have  frequently  apprized  him  of  the 
consequences.  He  sa*d  he  had  no  place  to  move  to.  I 
offered  to  pay  for  any  one  acre  of  ground  that  he  should 
buy,  whatever  might  be  the  price  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars. I  am  ready  to  do  this  still,  and  I  mention  it  to  obviate 
what  mig^t  otherwise,  perhaps,  be  said,  that  I  press  too 
hard  upon  a  poor  man. 

"  With  esteem  and  regard, 
'*  I  am,  sir, 
**  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

•*JoHif  Jay.* 

The  house  alluded  to  was  removed  from  the  road,  and 
with  Mr.  Jay's  consent,  placed  upon  his  land,  where  the  indi* 
vidual  in  question  was  permitted  to  reside  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life  free  of  rent. 

The  general  aspect  of  public  affairs  had  now  become 
more  propitious  to  the  continued  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  country  than  for  many  years  before.    The  British 
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treaty  had  gone  into  operation,  and  had  been  thus  far  fiiilh- 
folly  observed;  and  the  partisans  of  France,  despairing <W 
involving  the  United  States  in  a  war  with  England,  had 
directed  their  efforts  to  the  preservation  of  peace  with  the  ' 
sister  republic.  The  atrocities  which  had  marked  the 
earlier  days  of  that  republic,  and  rendered  it  dangerous  to 
all  social  order,  had  disappeared  before  a  more  regular  gov- 
ernment ;  and  its  rulers  had  recently  made  overtures  which 
had  induced  the  president  to  institute  a  mission  to  France, 
which  it  was  generally  believed  would  result  in  a  treaty  of 
amity.  Governor  Jay  beheld  with  pleasure  the  approach 
of  a  period  wlien,  without  failing  in  the  duties  he  owed  hi* 
country,  he  could  withdraw  from  her  service  into  that 
retirement  which  had  been  ao  long  the  object  of  his  desires. 
The  term  for  whicS  he  had  been  elected  would  expire  in 
the  summer  of  1801,  and  he  resolved  that  his  political  life 
should  terminate  wilh  it.  He  accordingly  began  in  the 
latter  part  of  this  year  to  make  preparations  for  erecting 
on  his  estate  at  Bedford,  which  he  intended  for  his  future 
residence,  the  buildings  necessary  for  the  accommodadoo 
of  his  family. 

1800.]  The  meeting  of  the  New-York  Legislature  shortly 
after  the  death  of  Washington  afforded  the  governor  aji 
opportunity  of  paying  a  public  tribute  to  his  memory. 

"  You  will,  i  am  persuaded,"  said  he,  addressing  the 
Legislature,  "join  with  me  in  regretting  that  the  topic 
which  naturally  rises  first  into  view  on  this  occasion  is  the 
afflicting  and  unexpected  deaih  of  that  virtuous  and  great 
man  who,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  in  public  and 
private  life,  attracted  such  an  uncommon  degree  of  merited 
esteem,  confidence,  and  admiration.  His  memory  will  be 
cherished  by  the  wise  and  good  of  every  nation  ;  and  truth, 
triumphing  over  her  adversaj'ies,  will  transmit  his  character  ^_ 
to  posterity  in  all  its  genuine  lustre.  His  excellent  example  T 
and  excellent  admonitions  still  remain  with  us,  and  happy  ^ 
will  that  people  be  whose  leaders  imitate  the  one  and  ob- 
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ierve  the  other.  But  painful  and  important  as  our  loss  is, 
and  difficult  as  it  may  be  to  restrain  the  effusions  of  our 
sensibility,  yet  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  duties  and 
business  for  which  we  are  assembled  have  indispensable 
claims  to  our  attention.  Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  fulfil 
those  duties,  and  to  do  that  business  with  the  like  laudable 
fidelity,  circumspection,  and  diligence  by  which  that  real 
and  eminent  patriot  was  so  greatly  distingu  si  ed." 

The  Legislature,  cordially  concurring  in  these  sentiments, 
testified  their  sense  of  the  national  loss  by  wearing  mourn- 
ing, and  by  resolving  to  observe  the  22d  February,  the 
birthday  of  the  departed  patriot,  "  in  a  religious  manner,** 
by  repairing  in  a  body  to  church,  and  there  engaging  m 
such  services  as  their  chaplains  should  appoint. 

This  Legislature,  as  had  been  the  case  in  every  instance 
since  the  governor's  first  election,  had  a  federal  majority 
in  both  Houses,  and  the  intercourse  between  the  executive 
and  legislative  departments  continued,  as  usual,  har- 
monious. 

The  peculiar  state  of  the  federal  party  at  this  time  ren- 
dered the  result  of  the  approaching  spring  election  preca- 
rious, and  of  course  the  subject  of  much  solicitude.  The 
conduct  of  President  Adams  in  dismissing  several  promi- 
nent and  influential  members  of  his  cabinet,  and  sending  a 
third  mission  to  France,  after  the  two  former  had  been 
insultingly  repelled,  had  the  unfortunate  effect  of  dividing 
and  dispiriting  his  political  friends,  while  it  revived  the 
hopes  and  quickened  the  exertions  of  the  opposite  party. 
To  this  cause  is  unquestionably  to  be  attributed  a  return, 
at  the  April  election,  of  a  majority  of  democratic  members 
to  the  New- York  Assembly.  The  late  Legislature  had 
adjourned  a  few  weeks  before  the  election,  and  according 
to  custom,  the  new  Legislature  was  to  assemble  in  Novem- 
ber, for  choosing  electors  preparatory  to  the  ensuing  presi- 
dential election.  But  in  New- York  the  political  year 
terminated  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  of  course  the  late  Legis- 
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lature  retained  al!  their  authority  till  that  day.  These 
details  will  explain  the  proposal  made  in  the  following 
letter,  which  was  received  by  the  governor  from  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  aud  iniluential  federalists  in  the  United 
States. 

"TO   JOH«   JAY. 

<<  New-Toik,  Maj  7th,  IWQl 
"  Dbivb  Sib, 
"  You  have  been  informed  of  the  loss  of  our  election 
in  this  city.  It  is  also  known  that  we  have  been  tuifof^ 
tunate  throughout  Long  Island  and  in  Westdiester.  Ac- 
cording to  the  retiurns  liilherto,  it  is  too  probable  that  we 
lose  our  senators  for  this  district. 

"  The  moral  certainty  therefore  is,  that  there  -will  be  an 
anti-federal  majority  in  the  ensuing  Legislature ;  and  the 
very  high  probability  is,  that  this  will  bring  Jeffenon  into 
the  chief  magistracy,  unless  it  be  preveated  by  the  measure 
k  which  1  shall  now  submit  to  your  consideration,  namely, 

I  ,■  the  immediate  calling  together  of  the  existing  Legislature. 

fy  "  I  am  aware  that  there  are  weighty  objections  to  the 

'  measure ;  but  the  reasons  for  it  appear  to  me  to  outweigh 

1  the  objections.     And  in  times  like  these  in  which  we  live 

I  it  will  not  do  to  be  over-scrupulous.     It  is  easy  to  sacrifice 

I  the  substantial  interests  of  society  by  a  strict  adherence  to 

k  ordinary  rules. 

"  In  observing  this  1  shall  not  be  supposed  to  mean,  that 
any  thing  ought  to  be  done  which  integrity  will  forbid ;  bul 
merely  thai  the  scruples  of  delicacy  and  propriety,  as  rela- 
tive to  a  common  course  of  things,  ought  to  yield  to  the  ex- 
traordinary nature  of  the  crisis.  They  ought  not  to  hinder 
the  taking  of  a  legal  and  constitutional  step  to  prevent  an 
atheist  in  religion,  and  a  fanatic  in  pohtics,  from  getting  pos- 
session of  the  helm  of  State. 

"  You,  sir,  know  in  a  great  degree  the  anti-federal  party ; 
but  I  fear  you  do  not  know  them  as  well  as  I  do.     'Tia  a 
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composition,  indeed,  of  very  incongruous  materials;  but  all 
tending  to  mischief, — some  of  them,  to  the  overthrow  of 
the  government  by  stripping  it  of  its  due  energies ;  others 
of  them,  to  a  revolution  after  the  manner  of  Bonaparte.  I 
speak  from  indubitable  facts,  not  from  conjectures  and  infer- 
ences. In  proportion  as  the  true  character  of  the  party  is 
understood,  is  the  force  of  the  considerations  which  urge  to 
every  effort  to  disappoint  it ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  a  very  solemn  obligation  to  employ  the  means  in  our 
power. 

"  The  calling  of  the  Legislature  will  have  for  object  the 
choosing  of  electors  by  the  people  in  distncts ;  this  (as 
Pennsylvania  will  do  nothmg)  will  ensure  a  majority  of 
votes  in  the  United  States  for  a  federal  candidate.  The 
measure  will  not  fail  to  be  aitprovcd  by  alt  the  federal  party ; 
while  it  will  no  doubt  be  condemned  by  the  opposite.  As 
to  its  intrinsic  nature,  it  is  justified  by  unequivocal  reasons 
oi  public  safely, 

"  The  reasonable  part  of  the  world  will,  I  believe,  ap- 
. prove  it.  They  will  see  it  as  a  proceeding  out  of  tlie  com- 
mon course,  but  warranted  by  the  particular  nature  of  the 
crisis  and  the  great  cause  of  social  order. 

"  If  done,  the  motive  ought  to  be  frankly  avowed.  In 
your  communication  to  the  Legislature,  they  ought  to  be 
told  that  temporary  circumstances  had  rendered  it  probable 
that,  without  their  interposition,  the  executive  authority  of 
the  general  government  would  be  transferred  to  hands  hos- 
t^e  to  the  system  heretofore  pursued  with  so  much  success, 
and  dangerous  to  the  peace,  happiness,  and  order  of  the 
country.  That  under  this  impression,  from  facts  convincing 
to  your  own  mind,  you  had  tliought  it  your  duty  to  give 
tlie  existing  Legislature  an  opportunity  of  deliberating  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  proper  to  interpose  and  endeavour  to 
prevent  so  great  an  evil,  by  referring  the  choice  of  electors 
to  the  people  distributed  info  districts. 

"  In  weighing  this  suggestion,  you  wUl  doubtless  bear  in 
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mind  that  popular  govemmenls  must  certainly  be  over- 
turned, and  while  they  endure  prove  engines  of  mischief,  if 
one  party  will  call  to  its  aid  all  the  resources  which  vice 
can  give;  and  if  the  other  (howe\er  pressing  the  emer- 
gency) conlinea  itself  within  all  the  ordinary  forms  of  deli- 
cacy and  decorum. 

"  The  Legislature  can  be  brought  together  in  ttiree 
weeks,  so  thai  there  will  be  full  time  for  the  object ;  but- 
none  ought  to  be  lost.  I 

"  Think  well,  my  dear  air,  of  this  proposition — appreciate 
the  extreme  danger  of  the  crisis;  and  I  am  unusually  mis- 
taken in  my  view  of  the  matter,  if  you  do  not  see  it  right 
and  expedient  to  adopt  the  measure. 

"  Respectfully  and  affeclionately,  yours." 

On  this  letter  is  the  following  endorsement  in  the  gover- 
iKir's  hand :  "  Proposing  a  measure  for  party  purposes, 
which  I  think  it  would  not  become  me  to  adopt." 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  president  by  a  majority  of 
only  nine  votes,  although  he  received  twelve  from  the  elec- 
toral college  of  New- York.  Had  the  New-York  eleciors 
been  chosen  in  as  many  districts,  instead  of  being  appointed 
by  the  Legislature,  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  at 
least  five  districts  would  have  returned  federal  electors,  and 
thus  ensured  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams.  But  although 
Governor  Jay  sincerely  desired  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Adams,  he  could  not  consent  to  exercise  for  the  benefit  of 
a  favourite  candidate,  prerogatives  which  had  been  intrusted 
to  him  solely  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  His  political 
enemies  were  however  less  scrupulous  in  the  means  tketf 
employed  to  effect  their  purposes.  Of  the  truth  of  tius 
remark,  the  following  letter  is  a  striking  proof: — 
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''TO  HENRY  TAN  SCHAACK. 

*«  Albany,  23d  September,  1800. 

**  Dear  Sir, 
"  Mr.  Beers,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  has  deliv- 
ered to  me  an  extract  from  the  Albany  Register,  of  the  15th 
of  last  month,  which  contains  the  following  erroneous  state- 
ment of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States  for 
negotiating  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  viz : 
"•Mr.  Jay,  for  his  outfit  to  make  the  treaty,  918,000  00 

*  For  his  passage  to  Europe,  -  -       3,708  52 

•  To  pay  incidental  expenses,         -  -     10,000  00 

•  To  do.  in  negotiating  the  treaty,  -       5,000  00 

*  To  get  papers  of  captures,  -  -     16,012  83 

•  52,721  35 

**  This  statement  is  not  a  new  one ;  it  appeared  in  Green- 
leaf's  paper  in  March,  1797.  It  is  calculated,  and  doubtless 
was  designed  to  impress  an  opinion  that  the  administration 
of  President  Washington  was  too  prodigal  of  the  public 
money  in  the  negotiation  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  I 
derived  extravagant  emoluments  from  it. 

"  Calumny,  my  dear  sir,  has  been  an  engine  of  party  in 
all  countries,  and  particularly  in  elective  governments.  It 
is  an  evil  which,  originating  in  the  corruption  of  human 
nature,  is  w  thout  remedy,  and  consequently  is  to  be  borne 
patiently.  The  esteem  of  the  wise  and  good  is  valuable,  and 
to  acquire  and  preserve  it,  is  all  that  ambition  ought  to  aim  at. 

"  As  to  the  statement  in  question,  you  are  desirous  to 
know  exactly  how  far  it  deviates  from  the  truth ;  and  to 
gratify  this  desire,  I  will  give  you  a  concise  and  accurate 
state  of  the  facts. 

^  Being  at  Philadelphia  on  official  business,  in  May»  1704, 
President  Washington  desired  me  to  go  as  envoy  to  Great 
Britain.  I  earnestly  endeavoured  to  fix  his  attention  else- 
where ;  but  he  persevered,  and  I  found  it  impossible  to 
reconcile  it  with  my  duty  to  persist  in  declining  the  appoint- 
ment   Circumstanced  as  I  was,  and  awaie  of  the  nature 
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of  the  business,  of  ihe  temper  of  the  limes,  and  of  the  tinioa 
of  certain  interests  against  any  amicable  settlement  with 
Great  BritMn,  personal  considerations  opposed  my  under- 
taking the  task.  When  I  finally  yielded  to  the  president's 
request,  I  told  him  that  1  declined  any  compensatioo  for 
my  services — that  my  necessary  and  actual  expenses  only 
should  be  paid ;  but  that  my  stated  salary  as  chief  justice 
must  be  continued.  A  vessel  in  ballast  was  chartered  to 
carry  me  to  England,  for  you  will  recollect  that  an  embargo 
was  then  in  operation ;  but  in  contracting  or  paying  for  this 
vessel,  I  had  no  agency. 

"  The  secretary  of  state  gave  me  a  bill  for  eighteen 
thousand  dollars,  towards  the  expenses  of  the  mission,  and 
for  which  I  was  to  account  All  my  expenses  of  every 
kind  as  envoy  to  Great  Britain,  including  the  salary  of  my 
secretary,  the  expense  of  my  passage  home,  and  £63  sterling 
paid  in  counsel  fees  respecting  capture  cases,  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents  j 
which  being  deducted  from  the  before  mentioned  eighteen 
tliousand  dollars,  left  in  my  hands  a  considerable  balance 
due  to  the  United  Slates. 

"  This  balance  I  accounted  for,  and  settled  with  the 
treasury  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 

"  By  cash  advanced  to  an  American  gen- 
tleman in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  whose  account  with  the  public  was 
charged  with  it  by  the  treasury,      -  -       $233  33 

"  By  amount  of  my  order  on  the  banker  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  who  was  then  the 
American  minister  at  London,  towards  a  fund 
for  expenses  respecting  capture  cases,  to  be 
accounted  for  by  him  with  the  treasury,  -  5^70  22 
"  By  cash  paid  by  me  to  the  treasurer,    -         496  00 

5,999  64 
12,000  36 
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•*  These  facts  are  verified  by  the  treasury  report  of  the 
tocotint  between  the  United  States  and  me,  marked  No. 
T373 ;  by  the  auditor's  report  marked  No.  8330,  on  which 
in  endorsed  the  comptroller's -certificate ;  and  by  the  regis- 
ter's certificate  of  the  final  settlement  of  the  account. 
•  **  With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard, 

**  I  am,  dear  sir, 

.     "  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Jay." 

On  the  4th  of  November  the  new  Legislature  convened  for 
the  appointment  of  electors.  The  governor,  in  his  spetpch, 
confined  himself  to  local  topics,  and  the  majority  in  the 
Assembly  were  unable  to  find  in  it  a  pretext  for  treating 
him  with  disrespect;  but  the  answer  was  cold  and  formal. 
The  speech  was  followed  by  a  message  respecting  fortifi- 
cations, in  which  the  governor  took  occasion  to  allude  to 
"the  patriotic  zeal  and  important  services  of  the  president." 
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"[Private.] 

«  Albany,  10th  November,  1800.    * 

"DbarSir, 

"  Still  pressed  by  public  business,  occasioned  by  the  late 
session,  I  take  up  my  pen  to  write  you  a  few  lines  before 
the  mail  closejs. 

"It  very  unexpectedly  happened  that  the  anti-federal 
party  succeeded  at  the  last  election  in  the  city /of  New- 
York,  and  acquired  a  decided  majority  in  the  Assembly. 
Well  knowing  their  views  and  temper,  it  was  not  advisable 
that  the  speech  should  contain  any  matter  respecting 
national  ofiliccrs  or  measures  which  would  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  indulging  their  propensity  to  do  injustice  to 
both  in  their  answer. 

"  But  the  next  morning  after  the  delivery  of  the  speech, 
and  before  they  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  electon* 
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,  ♦  and  for  which  I  have,  been  for  more  than  two  years  |ire« 

paring ;  not  perceiring,  after  mature  consklerationy  that  any 
duties  require  me  to  postpone  it,  I  shall  retire  accordingly. 
But  I  retain  and  cherish  the  wannest  affection  for  my  oooo- 
try,  as  weH'  as  the  e&teem  which  I  entertain  for  many,  and 
the  good-wiir  which  I  bear  to  all  my  feUow-citizem. 

"  On  'this  occasion;  various  reflections  crowd  into  my 
mind  ;  but  I  doubt. the  Utility,  under  existing  circumstanoes, 
of  expressing  them^  Time  and  experience  wilt  coYtect 
many  errors  which  ought  not  to  have  been  ihtroduced  into 
public  opinions.  What  the  price  of  that  experience  may 
be  cannot  be  foreseen. 

"  They  who  are  convinced  that  our  constitutions  ought 
to  be  maintained  inviolate,  and  that  the  rights  of  persons 
and  of  property  cannot  be  preserved  without  govemment 
constituted  with  powec  and  administered  with  determinaticm 
to  secure  them,  ^^ill  steadfastly  oppose  whatever  may  have 
a  contrary  tendency. 

"  It  is  not  to  be-  expected  that  parties  will  never  be 
intemperate.  But  overbearing  intemperance  or  violence 
in  individual  leaders  ought  neither  to  appal  nor  inflame 
good  citizens.  On  the  contrary,  such  violations  of  pro- 
priety should  be  met  with  temper  and  moderation,  as  well 
as  with  increased  union  and  firmness. 

"  I  declare  to  you  explicitly  that  in  my  opinion  we  ought 
to  resist  innovation,  to  adhere  to  our  constitutions  and  gov- 
ernments, to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  and  to  .amend  them  from 
time  to  time  according  to  the  dictates  of  experience,  and  not 
according  to  the  views  of  demagogues  or  the  visions  of 
theorists. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 

**  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Jay.** 

On  the  19th  of  December,  Governor  Jay  was  appointed 
by  the  president  and  Senate,  chief  justice  of  the  United  States. 
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•*TO   4OHN   JAY» 

<*WaBh]figtoi],  Dec.  19th,  1800. 

•*  Dear  Sir, 

^  Mr.  Ellsworth,  afRicted  with  the  gravel  and  the  gout, 
and  inteDding  to  pass  the  winter  in  the  south  of  France, 
Bfter  a  few  weeks  in  England,  has  resigned  his  office  of 
chief  justice,  and  I  have  nominated  you  to  your  old  station. 
This  is  as  ixxdependent  of  the  inconstancy  of  the  people  as 
it  is  of  the  will  of  a-president.  In  the.  future  administratioh 
of  our  country,  the  firmest  security  we  can .  have  against 
the  effects  of  visionary  themes  or  fluctuating  theories,  will 
be  in  a  solid  judiciary  ;  and  nothing  will  cheer  the  hopes  of 
the  best  men  so  much  as  your  acceptance  of  thi&  Appoint- 
meat  You  haye  now  a  great  opportunity  to  render  a 
most  signal  service  to  your  country.  I  therefore  pray  you 
most  earnestly  to  consider  of  it  seriously,  and  accept  it 
You  may.  very  properly  resign  the  short  remainder  of  yoitr 
gubernatorial  period,  and  Mr.  Rensselaer*  may  discharge 
the  duties.  I  had  no  permission  from  you  to  take  this  step, 
but  it  appeared  to  me  that  Providence  had  thrown  in  my 
way  an  oppoi*tunity,  not  only  of  marking  to  the  public  the 
spot  where,  in  my  opinion,  the' greatest  mass  of  wortli  re- 
mained collected  in  one  individual,  but  of  furnishing  my 
country  with  the  best  security  its  inhabitants  afforded 
against  the  increasing  dissolution  of  morals. 

«  With  unabated  friendship,  and  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect,         . 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours, 

^  John  Adaiu. 
"  P.  S.  Your  commission  will  soon  follow  this  letter.'* 

The  governor's  determination  to  retire  from  public  life 
had  been  formed  with  too  much  deliberation  and  sincerity^ 

*  The  Ueatenant-goveraor. 
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to  be  shaken  by  the,  honour  noW  tendered  to  hint,  and  llie 
appointment  -was  promptly  and  unequivocally  declined. 

1801.1  '  The  election  of  Mr.-  Jefferson  tnmsferred  the 
administration  of  the  federal  government  from  the  party  by 
whom  that  government  had  been  reared  and  dierisbed  to 
tbosQ  who  had  endeavoured  to  stifle  it.  hi  its  birth, -and  had 
ever  since  laboured  .to  restrain  its  activity  and  *  energy. 
'ihe  federal  party  throughout  the  United  States  now  fdund 
themselves  in  a  minority  for  the  first  time  since  .17^^  and 
GrOvemor  Jay  embraced  an  opportunity  which  soon  oc- 
curred of  pointing  out  the  conduct  which,  in  his  opinion,,  it 
became  the  party  to  adopt  under  the  new  circumstances  in 
which  it  was  placed. 

To  an  address  irom  a  federal  meeting  in  New- York,  re- 
gretting his  intended  retirement,  and  assuring  him  of  their 
grateful  sense  of  his  services  and  their  veneration  for  his 
character,  he  returned  the  following  reply : 

.  ^  TO   THE   COMMITTEE   OF   THE   FEDBRAXr  FREEHOLDERS 

IN   NEW-YORK. 

"  Albany,  27th  January,  1 801 . 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour 
to  write  on  the  1 5th,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  federal  freeholders  of  the  city  of  New-York  of  the  13th 
instant.  Permit  me,  through  you,  to  assure  them  of  the 
high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honour  they  have  done  me  by 
the  sentiments  respecting  my  public  services,  which  are 
expressed  in  that  resolution ;  and  be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to 
accept  my  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  friendship 
and  attachment  which  your  letter  evinces. 

"  Considering  the  relations  in  which  I  have  stood  to  those 
of  my  fellow-citizens  who  are  denominated  federalists,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  their  consideration  a  few 
remarks. 

'*  It  is  an  agreeable  circumstance,  that  the  prosperity  of 
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our  country^  -ance  .^e  institution  of  the  present  govern- 
ment,  justified  the  support  and  confidenoe  we  have  given  to 
those  by  whom  it  has  hitherto  been  administered.  But 
general  prosperity  does  not  invariably  produce  general 
content ;  nor  will  public  opinion,  perplexed  by  the  difierent 
lights  and  shades  in  which  men  and  measures  are  often 
placed  and  seen,  always  remain  steady  and  uniform. 

"  These  observations  are  confirmed  by  events  of  no  in- 
oonsidefable  importance,  which  have  recently  occurred. 
They  place  us  in  a  new  situation,  and  render  it  proper  for 
us  to  -considei;;  what  our  conduct  under  it  \should  be.  I 
lake  tbe  liberty^  therefore,  of  suggesting  whether  the  patri- 
otic principles'  on  which  we  profess  to  act,  do  not  call 
upon  us  to  give  (as  far  as  may  depend  upon  us)  fair  and 
fiill  effect  to  liie  known  sense  and  intention  of  a  majority  of 
the  ^ople,  in  every  constitutional  exercise  of  thair  will ; 
and  to  support  every  administration  of  the  government  of 
our  country  which  may  prove  to  be  intelligent  aAd  upright, 
of  whatever  party  the  persons  composing  it  may  be. 

"With  t|ie  best  wishes  for  the  happiness  of  yx>ur  con- 
stituents, and  with  great  personal  respect  and  regard  for 
yourselves, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

**  Your  obliged  &nd  obedient  servant, 

"  JoHw  Jay,." 
■  •  • 

So  far  as  a  frank  avowal  and  a  conscientious  and  inflexi- 
ble  adherence  to  the  .  principles  of  his  party  constitute  a 
party  ipan,  no  federalist  had  a  better  title  to  that  designa- 
tion than  Governor  Jay ;  yet  we  see  from  the  above  letter 
bow  little  he  was  disposed  to  countenance  a  mere  factious 
opposition  to  the  constituted  authorities. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  his  first  speech  to  the 
Legislature,  he  recommended  their  interference  to  remove 
an  alleged  ambiguity  in  the  constituticm,  relative  to  the 
governor's  exclusive  right  of  nomination  in  the  council  of 
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appointment  •  The  advice  was  unfortunately  not  foUoweid^ 
I*or  five  sucoessive  years  the  members  of  the  council  bad 
acceded  to  the  governor's  construction  of  the  oonstitutioii ; 
but  a  polilical  revolution  had  just  occurred,  and  thosift  wly> 
had  aided  io  effecting  it  were  now  eager  to  enjoy,  the  firuiti 
of  victory..  It  was^ foreseen,  that  should  thie  governor  per^ 
sist  in  claiming  the  right  of  nomination,  the  public  patronage 
would  continue  to  flow  in  its  accustomed  course,  instead  of 
being  diverted  into  the  desired '  channels.  H^nce  timely 
efforts  were  made  to  induce  hiov  to  yield  to  the  views  of 
the  now  dominant  party.  Intimations  were  givea  to  him 
that,  as  thQ  newKJouncil  would  be  opposed  to  him  in- poll- 
tics,  they  would  not  submit  to  his  exclusive  n6minati6n,  but 
would  themselves  assume  the  right  of  making  such. appoint- 
ments as  they  though  proper-;  and  that,  should  he  attemp^t 
to  thwart  them,  he  would  involve  himself  in  a  great  deal  of 
useless  trouble.  He  simply  repHed,  that  his  duty  was  plain, 
and;  as  to  the  consequences  which  might  result  from  its 
discharge,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

The  Assembly,  as  had  been  expected,  elected  a  demo- 
cratic council,  and  this  council  resolved  to  make  appoint- 
ments independent  of  the  governor's  nomination.  During 
the  administration  of  Governor  Clinton  a  similar  attempt 
had  once  been  made,  and'with  success,  the  governor  con- 
tenting himself  with  entering  a  protest  on  the  minutes  of 
the  council.  The  present  council  probably  expected  that 
Governor  Jay  would  pursue  a  similar  course  ;  but  the 
sequel  proved  that  they  misunderstood  his  character. 

In  the  month  of  February,  the  governor  summoned  the 
council,  and  nominated  to  them,  for  certain  vacant  offices, 
a  great  number  of  individuals,  who  were,  in  succession, 
rejected  by  the  council,  till  at  last  they  refused  even  to  vote 
on  his  nominations,  and  proceeded  themselves  to  nominate 
candidates.  In  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  and  before  a 
question  had  been  taken  on  these  irregular  nominations, 
he  adjourned  the  council.     The  council  could  not  meet 


0  * 

tmless  ponven^'by  the.  governor,  and  he  rescdvednot.to 
tamnH>n  them  attain  ^  fCnd  to  incur  the  responsibility  of 
leaving  many  importkntoffices  unfilledy  rather  thki^  sanction 
a  violation  of  the  constitution.  . 

In  ibis  etn^gdncy^  he  sent  a  message  to  the  Legislatare, 
f^minding  them  of  the' suggestion  he  had  made  on  thitf  sub- 
ject at  thecommencQH/ientpfhis  administr9tion»and  inform- 
ing them  6f  the  recent  occcnrrences.  The  message  ccAicluded 
as  foHows :  -  "  .      .        *" 

^  While  I  thlhk  and  believe,  as  I.tnost  sincerely  do,  that 
the  ri^ht  of  nomination  fs  vested  by. tlie  constitution' ^xclii- 
sively  tn  the  governor,  it  oi^ht  not,.ahd  I  am  persuaded  \X 
will  not  be  expected  that  I  should,  by  conceding  this  ri^t 
of  power  to  any  meniber .of  the  coun(^il»  violate  my  oath  to 
administer  ther  government  to  thb  best  of  my  knowledge,  in 
conformity  with  the  powers  delega^d  to  me  by.  the  consti- 
tution. Many  appointments  exceedingly  interesting  to  the 
public  blight  soon  to  be  made ;  but  while  those  gentlemfen 
persist  in  the  course  of  proceeding  which'they  haVe  adopted,  - 
that  business  must  necessarily  remain  subjected  to  impedi- 
ments not  in  my  power  to  obviate  Or  remove;  -I  therefore 
submit  to  your  consideratioi^  whether  it  has  nOt  become " 
indispensable  that  the  merits  of  these  opjposite  and  rniterfering 
claims  to  the  right  of  nomination  should  be  ascertained  and 
decided  without  delay.  In"  whatever  constitutional  way, 
whether  by  a  declaratory  s^tute  or  by  judgment  of  law,  a 
decision  jnay  be  made,  ^nd  whether  it  should  or  should  not 
correspond' with  the  opinion  I  havie  expressed,  I  shall  cer- 
taiidy  acqmesce  in  and  regulate  my  conduct  by  it." 

The  Senate,  approved  of  the  gotemoi^s  eonstruction  of 
the  constitdtion>  and  were  ready  to  concur  in  measures  for 
deciding  the  question,  but  the  Assembly  ihoughf  proper  to 
resolve  that  they  xouW  not  interfere  in  any  inanber  what- 
ever. If'was  probably  hoped,  that  the  governor  would 
ultimately  shrink  from  the  resix>nsibilky  of  subj^tihg  the 
State  to  the'  embarrassments  which  his  prtasiht  course 
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would  necessarily  occasion.  Somp  idea^ntay  ^se-fprmei  xj( 
the  extent  of  that  responsibility  from  the  fii^ '  ^t  die 

whole  tfivil  commissions  of  ^even  counties,  .and'  of  die 

.•■>•,  ^       •  .  . 

xhayors  of  four  cities,  hadexbired.  #The  expectants  of  Ibe 
yi^k>)r>ous  barty,  .moreo^^r,  became  clambrOus  lor  thfei^ 
prond^d  rewards*  and  the  governor'li-  fiilnness'^ftkiiib  pice* 

.  yetted  them  fr<»n  Sizing  upon  every  o^^  in  j^  g&  of 
the  cdutidlt    It  niayreadily  be  -supposed,  that  trnder  mm 

'  drcumst^Lnces,  no  pains  were  spared  to  intimidate  the  ^t- 
emor,  by  exciting  against*  livn*  the  ,co0i]pla{nts  and  re- 
prpaches  of  the  party.  :  -But  all  attempts  of  thid  sort  proved 
unsuccessful,  ahd-t^O  appointments  wei^  made  dunn£^  the 
reiilainder  of Wsterml'  v  :*  .       .    '       •'      '    * 

In  thoxounoil  were  incltided  two  popular  leaders  of 'the 
democratic  party,  and  it  became  a  point  of  hotiour  widi  the 
party  to  support  them  'in  the  cpurse  they/ had  taken. 
Every  {nropositidn  therefore  for  settling  the  question,  which 
could  possibly  lead  t<$  a  decision  favourable  to  the  gov* 
ernor's  iviews,  was  promptly  rejected  by  the  Assembly. 
Towards  the  close  of  th(3  session,  wh^n  it  became  apparent 

'  that  he  could  not  be  driv<3n  from  his  ground,  an  ^cX  was 

•passed  calling  a  Convention  to  revise  certain  parts  of  the 
constitution,  and  among  them,  that  relating  to  the  councilof 
appointment.  In  this  Convention,  which  did  not  assemble 
till  after  tlie  governor  had  retired  from  office,  the  demo- 
cratic party  Obtained  a  majority ;  and  it  wa^  decided  that 
the  right  of  nomination  was  vested  equally  in  the  governor 
and  each  member  of  the  council.  Seldom  has  a  party 
measure  been  attended  with  results  less  expected  or  de- 
sired  by  its  authors  than  lhi«.  The  governor,  by  being 
deprived  of  his  patronage  and  responsibility,  wasr  reduced 
almost  to  a  ^ere  cipher  in  the  g<Jvefnment,  while  \he- po- 
litical power  of  the  State  was  wielded  for  the  time  by  the 
four' senators  who  composed  the  council.  •  These  senators 
were  annually  selected  by  the  prevailing  party  in  the  As- 
isembly,  and  were  in  general  the  mere  tools  of  popular 
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lenders ;  their  subserviency  being  the'  only  qualification  re- 
quired. To- this  irresponsible  ajad  transitory  cotiocfl  was 
committed *the  distribution  of  nearijr  all  the* offices- of  the 
State  ;  and  henqe  the  possession  of  this  coimcil  because  the 
great  object  of  contending  .parties.  '  While  the  noo^ination 
'  continued  solely  with  the  gdyemori  the  persons  appointed 
by  him  held  their  offices  at  least,  tjir  the  end  of  his.  term  of 
service ;  IjfOLi  Uiider  the  new  arlraogem^qt,  all  the  officers, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  whose  tenure  was  indepl^ndent 
of^the  .council, 'were  changed*  with  every  fluctuation  of 
party  ;<aiid  it  frequently  happened,  that  in  the  course  of 
twelve  or' fourteen  months,  thesaine  office  wodd. be* lUlied 
by  three  succ^sive "incumbents.  Mr.  Clinton  was  a. prom- 
^lent  member  of  tba  oouncil' which  contested  Afr.  Jay's 
exclusive  nomination :  he  ajft^rwafd  became  governor,*  and 
presided  for  many  years  with  distinguished  ability.  Several 
times -during  his  a^mimatration,  the  party  opposed  to'hiro 
ha4  the  preponderance .  ii)- the  Assembly,  aiid.of.  coar49^ 
selectedlihe  council ;  and  he  had  the  mprtification  of  seeipg 
hisviriends  removed  frdm  office,  ^Unl.of  being  compelled  to 
grant  coftimissions  ta  his  most  iAveterate  enemies;  The 
same  fate  befell  his  predecessor,  Governor  Tompkins. 

In  1822,  another  Convention  •  was  called  to  revise  the 
constitution ;  and  so  odious 'had  Ibe  council  of  ap|k>intmeat 
become  to  the  people,  ^s  -a  ^lere  engine  of  intrigue  and  cor- 
ruption, th^tt  it  was  abolished  with  universal  cc^seot  The 
appointing  power  was  somewhat  distributed,  .buj  a  large 
portion  of  it  ^yaff  again^ested  \n  the  governor,  subject  Jo 
the  approval  of  the  Senate  'i  and  thus,  ailer  th^e  expei:ience 
of  many  years,  was  the.,principle  oonten^ed  for  by  Mr.  Jayi 
8ancti.one4  by  the  public.  -  ;•*,•.•      ^    ••  • 

In  the  month  of- May  the  governor  removed  firom  Albany 
to  his  estate  at  Bedford,  about  six  week^before-the  expiran 
tion  of  bis  term  of  office.  *  On  his*  departure,  the  corporation 
of  Albany,  -as  a  mark  of'  their  esteem;  presented  \mk  iwithf 
th^  freedom  of  the  city,  aocompenie^  byahaffectiotiata: 
valedictory  address. 
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«et^  to  Bedfosd— ma  Occopations  and  domeitlc  HaUti-rLit- 
ter  to  Trinity  Cburch— His  Opinioja  of  the  Wa?-  of  ISll^Elected  VttA- 
dmtof  the  Ameridah  Bible  Society — tlife  Coitecpondtoce  with  lh«  Cor> 

ponit&oii  of  Ndw-YoHL'^Hii  lUneto  and  Death— CUtractcr.  . 

•  ■     "  • '  .  ■'.■••♦ 

Few  statesmen  ever  .had  Jess  reason  tpbe  disgusted  with 
public  life,  <»*  ever  quitted  it  with  more  real- satisfactioiv 
thatlMr.  Jay.    For^twehty-seven  years  he  had  been  unr&- 

'  mittlkigly  Engaged  in  the/service.of  his  country,  apd  had 
filled  many  of  her*  ipost  important  dffioeir  with  general 

.  approbation.  The  honours  coniferted  ypoh  him  had  been  a 
spontaneous  tribute  to  his  worth ;  for  he  has  been  hedrd  to 
say  that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  Jife  he  had  never  asked 
for  a  vote  or  an  office.  His  political  friends  had  supported 
him  with  zeal  and  constancy ;  and  he  ehjoyed  to  the  last  the 
unlimited  confidence  of  the  party  with  which  he  had  acted. 
The  purity  of  his  private  character  was  not  only  unim- 

.  peached,  but  was  universally  acknowledged  and  respected ; 
the  success  of  his  public  measures  afforded  only  a  gratefiil 
retrospect ;  aAd  at  the -very  moment  of  his  retirement  a  sta- 
tion of  high  dignity  and  confidence  was  offered  to  his  accept- 
ance. •  When  he  withdrew  from  the  public  theatre,  age'  had 

.not  rendered  him  insensible  to  its  plaudits,  or  unable  Iqnger 
to  command  them.  He  was  in  his  56th  year,  and  «ilthough 
he  sought  a  life  of  tranquillity,  it  was  one  of  active  industry. 
To  many  of  his  frieiids  his  retirement  was  a  matter  of 
astonisluQent,  and  still  more  his  seclusion  from  the  busy 
world  in  the  sequestered  spot  he  had  chosen  for  his  real- 


» 

dence. .  -Tb(pir  surprise  was  owing  to  their,  imperfect  ac- 
quaintance with  his  faiotives-  of  action*  He  -.had  indeed, 
early  devoted  himself  to  the  caus^  of  Jiis  cotmtry,  but  it  was 
^bt  to  enjoy ;her  honours  or  to  share  hprpower.  Hp  sought 
qot.the  ^ory  Which  cometh  from  man^a|id  ike  pply  power 
of  which  he'w^  covetous'  was>  the  <x>mmand  of  bknself. 
H^  sieryed  ms  icountry  'from  obedience  .to  What  he  believed 
the  wiU  of  his  M^er ;  imd  when  in  his  opinion  that  will  no 
longer  denied  him  tb^'enjoyments-of  private  Hfe, he  epabraoed 
them  with  eagerness  and^gratitude,  AQudingin  a  letterto 
his  late  appointment,  of  chief  justicie,*h&  remarked*. thai  after 
much  deyiiberationyiie  had  come  to  the  conclu^oa  ^.that  his 
.  duty  did  not  require .  Inm :  t6  accept  iti"  - 

Hilt  although  the  period  had  now  arrived  wlndi  be  faa4 
earnestly  desired,  hib'  found,  it  aCteQded  with  privatioaft'  and 
anxieties.  '^    .    '  '        •     . 

-  His  estate^at  Bedford,  tWhich  had  descended  to'  him  from 
his  ancestors,  had  long  beea  occupied  only  by  tenants,  and 
l^asr  in  a  neglected  and  dilapidated  state.  Hik  public!  avo- 
cations had  prevented  him  from  paking  silch  repairs  i^ 
improvements  as  comfort  teqi]dred ;  and  .the  mansion  'be 
bad  recently  Commenced  wa^still  incomplete.  .  Mrs^  Jay's, 
health  was  too  feeble  to  permit  her  to  ebcounter.the  incoti?. 
veniences  to  which  an  immediate  removal  to  Bedford  would 
expose  her,  and  Mn  Jay  left  Albany  accompanied- only  by 
one  of  his  daughters,  and  proceeding  to  his  farix),  toqk  pos-, 
session  of  liis  quashed  house.  In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Jay»^ 
month  after  his  arrival^  he  observed :  '*  The  noise  and  huny 
of  carpenters,  masdqs/aildrlabourQrs  in.  and  about  the  house 
are  inconveniences  to  be*submitted  to,  but  notlto  be  chosen 
by.  convalescents  or  invalids.  When  our  buildings  ara 
finished,  and.  things  put .  in  order,  there  will  be  an.  end  of 
many  disagreeable  embarrassments. .  I  hope^  before .  the 
conclusion  of  the  year,  We  shall 'bI)  be  together  again.  *  Ex- 
cept going  to  meeting  bn^Sundays,  I- have,  not  been  even 
<mce  from  b($me  since  I  came  here. .  * ifind  tnyqelf  engaged 
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hy  and  in  t|ie  business  now-gping  on^  from  morning  tiUojgfai.'^ 
His  residence  was  in  a  cjtdet  and  tietired  part  of  WestdiM^'  r 
ter  County,  £Sr^*  miles  frofiv.  the  city  of  New- Ye A.%  The. 
pimirT^^.oii  wfaich'.a  iniaii  w^  then  carrfec)  to afi4  fioai^  " 
fbe  city  oi|ce  a'week^  passed  witiiin  threemileS'OC  his  bpuse. 
In  this  spolu^ed  situatiOBf  he  had  scarcely  otkiy  society  b^i^ 
that*  of  his  .own  family  and  a  few*  immedisCle/ lidMiboiVB.  * 
ft  „#.  W  «.pp»ed  4.,  »  «.dd»^  «». .  d-^  ,» 
life  -would  iiB,^^  induced  weariness '  and  maction ;  and  .that 
a>hind.which  for  mpre  than  the  fourth  of  a^  cent^^  )iad 
b^en  ino^ssantlj^  occupied  ^th  momentous- 'Ponceros,  would 
^ve  found  thedetails .of  domestic a^d Agricultural aiVange^ 
iQents  insufficient  to  engage  its  attention.  >.  But  his  fbnd« 
iMsfer  rudil  pursuits,  together  with  the  condition  of  hisi 
estate,  furnished  hinCi  with  constant  and  agreeable  emplpy^ 
mejaf.  .       '  .    •  •  • 

After  the  lapse  of* a  few  noionths,  Mrs.  Jay.  found  her 
healt^  sufficiently , restored  to  pejrmit  her  to  rejoin  the  faiinly 
at  Bedft)r(i.  A  Jarge  porffon'of  Her  life  had  been  unavoid-^ 
abfy  passed  in  the  gay  and  fashionable  woi:ld,  and  she  now. 
bade  it  a  final  adieu,  not  only  without  regret,  but  with  un- 
feigned  satisfaction.  Shortly  after  her  arrival  at  Bedford, 
jiii  a  letter  to^  a  fiiend'  describing  her  new  residence,  she 
remarked :  "  I  can  truly  say  Lhave  never  enjoyed  so  much 
comfort  as  I  do  here."  It  was  however  the  will  of  Provi- 
dence that  this  comfort  sho^uld  soon  be  exchanged  for  that 
pure  and  enduring  bliss  which  had  through  life  been  the 
object  of  her  feith  and  prayers.  In  less  than  twelve  months 
after  her  removal  to  Westchester,  she  was  seized  with  a 
severe  illness,  which  in  a  few  days  terminated  fatally.  Mr. 
Jay,  calm  and  collectdd,  was  watching  by  her*  side  when 
she  expired.  Immediately  on  perceiving  that  the  spirit  had 
taken  its  flight,  he  led  his  children,  who  were  with  him,  into 
an^  adjoining  rooYn,  and  wrtji  a  firm  voice.but  glistening  eye, 
read  to  th^m  tUe  fifteenth  chapter  of  First  Corinthians;  thus 
leading  their  thoughts  to .  that  day  when  the  lifeless  But 
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beloved  fottn  they'hadjusfteft  would  ri«e.^  glory  and 
iminortaUty..    .  ;  '    ;  ^        .  ■'     (•',       . 

The  yne]q)ebted  breacj^  made  iA  the  little  circle  at  Bed- 

.  ford  was  painfully  ^aggravated  by  the  subseqtxent  long,  but 
unavoidable,  separatidn  of  nrio^at  of  the  children  from  their 
surviving '  parent.  For  several  years  ^ter',-Mr.  Jay  liad 
raspely  more  than  one  of  his  family  with  him  at  a  time.  •  *  But 
his  trikh  Were  bprtie  witH'  patient  submission  to  Him  by 
whom  they-  were  sent,  and  werd  not  permitted  to  interrupt 
the  performance  of  €u>y  of  his  accustomed  duties... 

The  following  eytiraots  from  his  correspondence  about 
this  time  throw  light  upon  his  character. 

■  ^  My  time  passeaas  agreeably  as  (all  circumstance's  con* 
tidered)  I  could  reasonably  expect ;  so  thbt  I  am  not  oidj 
x^bntented,  biit  thankful  for  my  situation  .  «\  ...  I  ought  to 
have  written  to  you  long  ago,  but  a  series  of  ^occurrences 
have  for  two  years  16fl  me'lpXit  little  leisure  for  ^pil^tolar^ 
correspondence.  '  I  allude  to  Mrs:  Jay's  long  and  painfUl 
^Iness,  and  (when  she  appeared  to  be  fast  recovering)  her 
unexpected  death';  the  vicissitudes  in  tny  own  health;  "4he 
Removal  of  my  family  to  Uiis  place,  and  the  many  tbinfgs  to 
be -done  for  their  accommodation;  tK^  gradual  indisposifioA 

•  of  myson,  ^ho  is  now  ;6h  the  ocean,  going  to  Italy  t^  avoid 
the  winter  here, '&c.'  These  are  afflicting. circumstances; 
but  consideriM  where  and  what  we '  ape,  trouble*'  of*,  one 
•kind  or  other. are  to  be  , expected,  arfd  to  be  borne  with. pa- 
tience-and  resignation.*  My  expectations  from  retirement 
hav^  not  been  disappointed ;  and  had  Mrs.  Jay  continued 
with  fne,  I  should  deem  this|  the  most  agreeable  pait  of  my 
life.  .^  The  post,  once  a  w;eek,  brings  .me  our  newspapers, 
rwhich -furnish  a  history  of  the  fipnes^    By  this  hi^r^/as 

i  well' as  by  those  of  former  .times,  we  are  taught  the  vanity 
of' expecting,  that  from  fhe  per&ctabili'ty  of  human 'nature 
and  the  lights  of  philpsophy  the  mulititude  veil)- bewme  vir- 
tuous and  wise,  or  their  demagbgues  candid  and  honest;*^ 
. . .  ^  Being  retired. from.the  fatigues  and  reistraints 
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"*  Accept  my  thank«  for  your  friendly  letter  of  the.  10th 
lusty  and  for  the  pi^rs  you  were  so-  obliging  as  to  send 
me,  and  which  I  assure  you  did  not  *  intrude  on  my  retire- 
meiKt*  Wh^i  I  withdrew  from  public '  life,  I  carried  with 
me  the  same  cordial  attachment  to  the  honour  and  welfare 
of  our  country  by.  which  I  had  uniformly  been  actuated. 
From  early  youth  it  was  my  desire  and  intention  to  live  in- 
the  country  as  soon  as  prudence  and  propriety  would  peiw 
mit  me.  I  rejoiced  when  that  period  arrived,  and  having 
since  lived  very  much  as  I  had  long  wished  to  live,  my 
retirement  has'  afforded  me  no  reasons  for  regret 

^Knowing,  both  Srom  history  and  eizperience,  that  men 
and  other  creatures  will  generally  act  acccMrding  to  their 
leid  characters,!  have  met  with  few  disappdntments  in 
that  respect  The  esteem  of  the  estimable  is.  certainly  of 
great  value,  but  $he  transient  praise  of  the  multitude,  like 
fMLthers  blown  on  and  off  by  the  passing  breeze,  can  weigh 
but  tittle.  Popular  fluctuatioiiB  resemble  those  of  the  ocean, 
and  they  both  depend  on  wind  and  weathor,  and  are  too 
natui^  and  common  to  afford  muefa  matter  for  surprise  at 
irritation.  Republics  are  frequently  to  be  pitied  ra.ther 
than  blamed,  when,  mistaking  demagogues  for  patriots,  they 
su&r  from  the  demerit  of  those  they  appoint  to  manage  the 
public  afiairs. 

^  The  proprieties  attached  to  a  situation  li]iLe  mine  assign 
certain  lunits  to  active  interference  in  potitical  concerns. 
I  attend  eveiy  election,  even  for  town  officers,  and,  having 
deUvered  my  ballot,  return  home  without  having  mingled  in 
the  crowd  or  participated  in  their  altercatbns.  In  this 
town,  however,  elections  cause  but  tittle  dispute,  the  great 
majority  having  been  firm  whigs  during  the  war,  and  de- 
cided federalists  since  the  new  constitution. 

'^  As  to  what  you  have  heard  of  my  being  veiy 

retired,  it  is  toa^certain  degree  true.  The  fact  is^  that  I  tivo 
very  inuch  as  I  have  Jong  wished  to  do.  I  havd  a  pleasant 
situation,  and  very  goo4  neighbours.    I  enjoy  peace,  and  a. 
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competeiicy  proportionate  to  my  comforts  and  moderate  de- 
sires, with  such  a  residue  of  heaJlh  as,  while  it  coDstaotly 
whispers  "  memento  mart,"  still  permits  me  to  see  ray  friends 
with  cheerfiilneaa  and  pleasure.  The  burden  of  time  I  have 
not  esperiencod.  Attention  to  little  improvements,  occa- 
atonal  visits,  the  history  wliich  ray  recollections  furnish,  and 
frequent  conversations  with  the  'mighty  dead,'  who,  in  a  cer- 
tain sense,  live  in  their  works,  together  widi  the  succession 
of  ordinary  occurrences,  preserve  me  from  ennui.  They 
who  really  endeavour  to  '  grow  wiser  and  belter  as  their 
years  wear  away'  feel  little  temptation  to  permit  the  fable 
of  the  countryman  and  his  ass  to  be  applicable  to  them, 
So  mnrh  respfcl  nniy  is  Hue  In  ihe  Hictuma  of  the  day  as 
they  may  be  worth  ;  every  thing  beyond  it  is  vox  etprateria 
nihil.  Party  feuds  give  me  concern ;  but  they  seldom 
obtrude  upon  me." 

Mr.  Jay,  finding  on  his  removal  to  Bedford  no  Episcopal 
church  in  the  vicinity,  constantly  attended  the  one  belong- 
ing to  the  Presbyterians ;  nor  did  he  scruple  to  unite  with 
his  fellow-Christians  of  that  persuasion  in  coramem orating 
the  passion  of  their  common  Lord,  His  Catholicism,  how- 
ever, did  not  diminish  his  attachment  to  his  own  denomina- 
tion. He  was  instrumental  in  erecting  an  Episcopal  church 
in  Bedford,  and  was,  during  the  rest  of  his  life,  a  generous 
benefactor  to  it,  and,  by  hia  will,  left  a  liberal  annuity  to  its 
pastor.  His  reluctance  to  hold  any  office  led  him  to  dechne 
a  seat  in  the  vestry  of  this  church,  but  his  advice  and  aid 
were  frequently  asked  and  cheerfully  given.  Some  mat- 
ters of  business  requiring  a  communication  to  the  vestry  of 
Trinity  church,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  he  was  requested 
to  prepare  it;  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of  addressing  to 
that  powerful  and  influential  corporation  some  remarks 
on  topics  which  he  regarded  as  deeply  interesting  to  the 
church  al  large.  The  draught  was  cordially  approved  and 
adopted  by  the  Bedford  church.  As  this  document  exhibits 
the  writer's  views  on  certain  points  which  have  divided  the 
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opinionfl  of  Episcopalians,  and  evinces  tbe  same  iiiflexible 
opposition  to  assumed  authority  in  the  church  which  he  had 
so  illustriously  displayed  to  usurpations  in  the  State,  we  are 
induced  to  give  the  following  extracts :  ,    >. 

.^  Permit  us  now  to  request  your  attention  to  a  8id>ject  of 
more  importance:  it  affects  us  all.  You  will  recollect 
that  Mr.  Streebeek,  in  his  letter  respecting  our  call,  men- 
tioned, his  expectation  of  being^  ii^ttcted,  according  to  the. 
forms  of  what  is.  called  *  the  office  of  Induction.' 

**  At  tha^  time  we  knew  so  little  of  that  paper  as  to  be 
unable  to  say.  any  thing  decided  to  him  about  it ;  We  after- 
ward {HTOCured  and  considered  it.  To  us  it  appeared  to  be 
liable  to  objections  so  manifest  and  so  insuperable,  as  that 
we  never  could  consent  to  have  a  minister  inducted  into 
our  church  in  that  way.  .  / 

^  That  office  of  induction  ought  not,  in  our  opinioi^  to  be 
permitted  to  glide  silently  into  operation,  and  acquire  claims 
to  obedience  from  successive  instances  of  unguarded  acqui- 
eecenee.  Whether  that  instrument  is  with  or  without 
precedent  in  the  Christian  church,  or  by  whom  or  for  what 
purposes  it  was  devised,  are  questions  on  which  we  make 
no  remarks.  Amid  the  prayers  and  piety  by  which  .it  jis 
decorated,  are  to  be  found  unconstitutional  assumptions  of 
power,  accompanied  with  a  degree  of  parade  and  pageantry 
whichf  however  conducive  to  other  objects,  have  no  natural 
connexion  with  the  mere  business:  of  induction.  We 
believe  that  episcopacy  was  of  apostolip  institution,,but  we 
do  not  believe  in  the  various  high  church  dok^trines  and 
{prerogatives  which  art  apd  ambition,  triumphing  over  cre- 
dulity and  weakness,  have  annexed  to  it.. 

'^  By  the  office  of  induction,  the  bifihop  is  tp  give  a  formal 
commission,  under  his  episcopal  s^al  and  signature,  to  the 
noinister,  whom  the  corporation  had  called  and  engaged  to 
be  their  rector ;  giving  and  granting  to.  him  the  bishop's 
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license  and  aulhor'Uy  to  perform  the  office  of  a  priest  of 
that  parish. 

"We  befieve  that  every  Episcopalian  priest,  ordsineii 
according  to  the  rules  of  our  church,  has,  in  virtue  of  that 
tHrdmation,  good  right  and  authority  to  preach  the  gospel, 
and  perform  divine  service  in  any  parish ;  but  we  admit 
the  propriety  of  being  restrained  by  the  bishop  from  cailiog 
and  settling  any  other  than  an  Episcopahan  minisler  so 
ordained  and  of  fair  character.  We  therefore  think  it  fit 
that  the  bishop's  approbation  on  those  two  points  should 
precede  a  call.  We  believe  that  we  have  a  right  to  con- 
tract with  and  employ  any  such  minister  to  be  our  rector; 
and  that  such  contract  is  the  oiJy  valid  and  propCT  com- 
missimi  which  he  can  have  to  be  our  particular  minister  Of 
rector. 

"  We  believe  that  both  we  and  such  mmister  have  good 
right  to  make  such  a  contract ;  that  when  made  it  is  a  civiJ 
contract ;  and  that  the  Convention  have  no  authority  to 
divest  either  priest  or  laymen  of  their  right  lo  make  it 

"By  the  office  of  induction  and  the  commission  directed 
by  it,  the  bishop  does  induct  the  minister  into  the  parish, 
and  does  ordain  that  he  shall  claim  and  enjoy  all  the  accus* 
tomed  temporalities  appertaining  to  his  cure. 

"  We  believe  that  the  induction  of  a  priest  into  a  parish 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  giving  him  the  key  of  the 
church,  and  putting  him  in  possession  of  such  houses,  tene- 
ments, and  lands,  as  he  is  entitled,  by  his  contract  with  dis 
corporation,  to  occupy  and  enjoy.  This  is  a  business  which 
can  lawfully  be  done  only  by  the  proprietors,  nor  can  wo 
perceive  the  least  shadow  of  ri^t  in  the  bishop  or  in  any 
other  person  to  meddle  with  it. 

"  As  ihe  bishop  has  no  title  to,  nor  care  of,  oor  any  busi- 
ness with  tlie  temporalities  of  any  church,  we  reject  with 
decision  every  order  or  ordinance  of  his  respecting  lb> 
property  of  our  corporation;  we  think  it  highly  improper 
that  he  should  attempt  to  meddle  with  our  estate,  or  pre- 
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game  to  order  any  peraon  whaterer  to  olailn  and  (enjoy  all 
of.  any  part  of  it  At  to  the  pretence  that  he  doea  it  Jbe» 
caufe  they  who  serve  at  the  altar  should  live  of  the  things 
ef  the  altar;  or  in  other  worda^  that.we  oughl  to  maintain 
oor  miniptec,  it  is  too  frivolous  to  be  even  plausible.  As 
the  Lord  and  Giver  of  all  property  had  ahready  made  an 
oidinanoe  on  this  subject,  another  ordinance  <^  the.  Kke 
import  by  the  bishop  was,  to  say  the  least,  unnecessary. 
In  this  case  hiii  admonitions  would  be  more  proper  than 
his  orders.  Besides,  the  bishop  must  know^  and  does  know, 
that  whatever  relates  to  the  support  of  the  .minisler,  is 
always  settled  and  fixed  by  a  contract  ^between  him  and 
his  t^ongregation,  before  his  inductibn  as  their  rector.  And 
therefore  it  "oan  neither  be  very  necessary,  nor  v^ry  decor*' 
ous,  for  the  bishop  to  ordain  that  the  minister 'dndl  daim 
and  enjoy,  what  the  corporation  had  previously  proftnised 
and  engaged  that  he  should  have  and  enjoy. 

^  By  tb&  same  instrument  the  bishop,  ftirtber  ordains  that 
the  said,  minister  shall  claim  and  enjoy  die  said  temporal^ 
ties,  W9i  for  any  frtteribed^  or  UndUd  time^  hut  until  he 
shall  be  separated  from  the  congregation  by  qnMcapal^ 
authority.   '  ■ 

^  In  cases  vrhere  the  contract  with  the  minister  is.cleariy 
expressed  and  well  understood  tobe  for  a  limited  time,  can 
the  bishop,  with,  any  appearance  of  probity  or  propriety, 
ordain  that  the  minister  shall,  after  the  exfriration  of  that 
time,  stiU  continue  to  claim  and  enjoy  the  temporalities 
without  a  new  contractT ,  Or  isJt  the  olgect  and  design. of 
this  same  office -of  induction,  to  divest  us  of  th^  important 
right  wiiich  we  have  by  the  laws  df  God  andof  our  oouiki 
try,  to  make  civil  and  lawful  contracts  of  timiied  duristiaif 
with  any  person  for  his  services,  whether  priest  or  lajrmatf  T 
We  fear  this  design  is  in  operation,  for  we  underifand  that 
every  priest  who  shall  make  such  a  ccmtract  is  to  be  ex» 
eluded  from  a  seat  in  the  Convention.  ^ 

^  We  for  oqr  parts  are  &r  from  being  prepared  to  admit 


the  validity  and  power  of  any  canon  to  divest  us  of  thu 
right,  or  to  punish  or  disfranchise  a  priest  for  exercising  ic 
We  know  of  nothing  in  the  gospel  which  forbids  such  con- 
tracts. To  insist  that  we  shall  take  a  priest  for  better  or 
for  worse,  and  to  keep  and  to  pay  him  vsfhether  he  provea 
worthy  or  unworthy,  faithful  or  unfaithful,  whether  we  like 
him  or  whether  we  do  not  like  him,  is  really  demanding 
more  than  ought  either  to  be  demanded  or  to  be  complied 
with.  It  is  said,  that  the  bishop  may  afford  leWei.  It  is 
true  that  he  may ;  but  it  Is  also  true  that  he  may  not. 

"  As  to  the  bishop's  being  the  arbiter  and  judge  of  dis- 
putes between  a  congregation  and  their  rector,  we  observe, 
that  all  such  of  their  disputes  as  turn  on  questions  of  a  civil 
nature  belong  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  law  ;  aud 
that  no  canon  can  either  deprive  those  courts  of  that  juris- 
diction, nor  divest  any  freeman  of  hia  right  to  have  those 
disputes  determined  by  the  laws  and  by  a  jury  of  the  coun- 
try :  and  consequently,  that  no  canon  can  or  ought  to  con- 
stitute the  bishop  to  be  the  arbiter  or  judge  of  them.  But 
where  the  disputes  turn  on  points  of  doctrine,  we  admit  the 
fitness  of  their  being  decided  by  the  bishop,  so  far  as  to 
settle  the  dispute ;  but  not  in  all  cases  so  far  as  to  settle  the 
doctrine ;  for  there  has  been  a  time  when,  if  the  people  had 
continued  to  believe  and  adhere  to  all  (he  decisions  and 
doctrines  of  their  bishops,  we  should  not  have  heard  of,  nor 
have  been  blessed  with  the  reformed  Protestant  religion. 

"We  cannot  consider  it  as  being  altogether  consistent 
with  decorum,  that  the  olTice  of  induction  should  order  the 
senior  warden,  who  is  the  first  officer  of  the  corporation, 
to  stand  at  an  appointed  place,  on  the  day  of  induction, 
during  Divine  service,  holding  the  keys  of  the  church  in  his 
hand  in  open  view,  as  a  mere  pageant.  We  cannot  ap- 
prove of  his  being  directed  then  to  deliver  the  keys  to  the 
new  incumbent,  as  a  token  that  the  parish  did  acknowledge 
him  to  be,  what  they  had  already  made  him  to  be.  Heir 
rector.     We  can  as  little  approve  of  what  tlie  new  incum- 
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bent  is  thereupon  to'  gay  to  the  senior  warden,  viz.  *  I  re- 
ceive  these  keys  as  pledges  of  the  bishop's  episcopal  indue* 
tian^  and  of  your  recognition.' 

**  Recognition  of  what  ?  .  That  they,  the  churchwardens, 
Vestry,  and  congregation,  are  all  ciphers  in  the  4)usines8. 
It  is  not  easy  to  observe  and  examine  these  things  without 
feeling  some  degree  of  indignation.  We  cannot  dismiss 
the  office  of  induction  without  expressing  our  disapprobap 
tion  of  introducing  an  ojHnion  on  a  disputed  pomt  into  one 
of  the  prayers  directed  to  W used  on  the  day  qf  induction; 
it  is  this:  .  .  *,        » 

>  ^ .' O  4k^  Jesus,  who  has  purchased  to  thyself  an  uni- 
versal church,  and  has  promised  to  be  with  the  ^ministers 
of  €qM)9toUc  succes$ion'to  the  end  of  the  World.' 
.  **  This  is  not  the  promise  literally,  but  the  promise,  para- 
phrased and  expounded.  The  promise  of  our-Saviour  is, 
*  And  lo,  I  am  .with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.*  '      . 

^  As  the  apostles  were,  all  to  die  in  a  few  yedrs,  thii 
promise  could  not  be  understood  as  limited  to'  them  per- 
sondQy,  but  as  extending  to  a  certain  description  of  per^ 
sons  throughout  all  ages  of  the  world.  To  what  descripUbn 
of  persons  doea  the  promise  eltend  7  is  the  question.  To 
this  question,  they  who  made  the  above  paraphrase  answer, 
that  it  intends  and  extends  to  *  the  ministers  of  tqfOstoKc 
succession  J  If  it  be  asked,,  whether  the  ministers  of  the 
Calvinistic  and  of  certain  ^dther  churchea  are  of  apostolic 
succession,  it  is  answered  by  all  our  bishops'  and  'tlcrgy 
that  they  are  not  It  follows,  therefore,  of  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  our  bishops  and  clergy,  atid  their  congrega* 
tion,  when  they  offer  up^their  prayer  to  Almighty  Ood^ 
must  offer  it  with  the  meaning  and  iinderstandidg  that*  the 
gracious  promise  mentioned  in  it  is  confined  to  Bpis6opalian 
ministers,  and  therefore  excludes  the  ministerf  of  all  other 
denominations  of  Christians.    - 
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"  Who  is  there  among  us  that  can  be  prepared  to  declare, 
in  solemn  prayer,  and  in  such  positive  and  unqualilied 
terms,  that  none  but  Episcopalian  ministers  have  any  part 
or  lot  in  this  important  promise?  Who  is  there  that  can 
be  certaia  that  the  apostles,  as  to  that  promise,  were  not 
considered  as  the  representatives  of  all  who  should  become 
sincere  and  pious  ctmvert^  to.  and  believers  in,  the  doctrines 
which  they  were  sent  to  publish  and  to  teach?  What 
good  reason  can  be  assigned  for  our  being  called  upon  by 
the  office  of  induction  to  adopt  thus  solemnly  in  prayer  a 
(loubllul  exposition  and  construction  of  the  promise ;  for 
doubtful  it  most  certainly  is,  having  from  the  reformation 
to  this  day  been  a  subject  of  controversy  and  dispute  be- 
tween the  ablest  and  best  Christian  divines.  Great,  indeed, 
must  be  the  confidence  and  hardihood  of  those  advocates  for 
this  construction  of  the  promise  who  can,  without  hesita- 
tion, deny  that  our  blessed  Redeemer  was  with  those  non- 
episcopaliaa  ministers  and  congregations  amounting  to 
several  hundred  thousands,  who  for  his  sake  endured  all 
the  varieties  and  rigours  of  persecution.  If  the  great  Cap* 
tain  of  our  Salvation  was  not  with  them,  how  and  by 
whom  were  they  enabled  to  meet  and  sustain  such  trials  so> 
firraly,  to  resist  the  adversary  so  resolutely,  and  to  fighl 
the  good  tight  of  faith  so  triumphantly  ? 

"  It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark,  that  as  a  prophecy  . 
is  best  understood  from  its  completion,  so  the  manner  in 
which  a  Divine  promise  is  performed,  affords  the  best  ex- 
position of  its  true  and  original  meaning. 

"Lastly.  l<et  It  be  remembered, and  corporations  should 
recollect  their-charters,  that  in  the  year  1795  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  chui'ch  in  tliis  Slate  did  apply  for  and  did  obtaio 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Stale,  passed  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  March  in  that  year,  which  contains  the  fol- 
lowing elause. 

'"And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  churchwardens  and 
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vestry  for  the- time  being,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  vested 
with  full  power  to  call  and  induct  a  rector  to  the  churchy 
when  and  so  oflten  a§  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  therein/ 

''We  submit  to  ypur  consideration  whether  measures 
should  not  be  taken  to  do  away  the  office  of  induction ;  and 
if  there  must  be  such  a  thing  introduced  into  the  church, 
that  it  may  be  such  a  one  as  will  leave  both  clergy  and 
laity  in.  quiet  possession  of  their  respective  rights. 

''  It  is  with  sincere  regret  and  reluctance  that  we  find 
ourselves  urged,  by  obvious  considerations,  to  proceed  to 
remarks  on  another  interesting  topic,  which  cannot  foe 
agreeable  to  many  whose  affections  and  good-will  we  are 
solicitous  to  cultivate  by  every  becoming  mark  of  respect. 
We  know  how  much  the  welfare  of  our  infant  church  de- 
pends on  their  friendly  disposition  towards  us,  and  it  cer- 
tainly is  as  little  our  inclination  as  it  is  our  interest  to  incur 
their  displeasure.  But  painful  as  it  may  be,  we  must  main- 
tain our  right,  even  at  the  risk  of  losing  their  good-will. 

''  For  a  considerable  time  past,  we  have  observed  a 
variety  of  circumstances  connected  wi^  church  affairs 
which,  on  being  combined  and  compared  one  with  the 
other,  justify  inferences  which,  in  our  opinion,  are  exceed- 
ingly interesting,  not  only  to  the  rights  of  the  laity,  but  also 
to  our  churches  in  general,  and  to  yours  in  particular.  We 
allude  to  the  gradual  introduction  and  industrious  propaga- 
tion of  high  church  doctrines.  Of  late  years,  they  have 
frequently  been  seen  lifting  up  their  heads  and  appearing  in 
places  where  their  presence  was  neither  necessary  nor  ex- 
pected. There  never  was  a  time  when  those  doctrines 
promoted  peace  on  earth  or  good-will  among  men.  Origi- 
nating under  the  auspices  and  in  the  days  of  darkness  and 
despotism,  they  patronsied  darkness  and  despotism  down 
to  the  Reformation.  Ever  encroaching  on  the  rights  of 
governments  and  people,  they  have  constantly  found  it 
convenient  to  incorporate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  claims  of 
the  clergy  with  the  principles  and  practice  of  religion;  and 
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their  advocates  have  not  ceased  to  preach  for  Chhstisa 
doctrines  the  commandments  and  devices  of  men. 

"  To  you  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  Hgfl 
church  doctrines  are  not  accommodated  to  the  state  of 
Bociety,  nor  to  the  tolerant  principles,  nor  to  the  ardent 
love  of  liberty  which  prevail  in  our  country.  It  is  well , 
known  that  our  church  was  formed  after  the  revolution 
with  an  eye  to  what  was  ihen  believed  to  be  the  truth  and 
simplicity  of  the  gospel ;  and  there  appears  to  be  some  rea- 
son to  regret  that  the  motives  which  then  governed  Kave 
since  been  less  operative. 

"  We  know  that  our  obscure  and  unimportant  corpora- 
tion can  do  but  liltle.  Providence  has  placed  you  under 
different  circumstances.  You  have  stronger  inducements 
to  watchfulness,  more  means  to  do  good,  and  more  power 
to  avert  evil, 

"  Permit  us  to  hope  that  the  subjects  of  this  letter  will 
engage  your  serious  consideration.  Whatever  may  be  the 
result,  we  shall  have  the  satisfaction- of  reflecting  that  we 
have  done  our  duty,  in  thus  explicitly  protesting  against 
measures  and  proceedings  which,  if  persevered  in,  must 
and  will,  sooner  or  later,  materially  affect  the  tranquillity 
and  welfare  of  the  church." 

Some  slight  alterations  have  since  been  made  in  the  office 
of  induction;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  objcciionable 
expressions  and  assumptioua  have  been  retained. 

Mr.  Jay  continued  for  many  years  actively  engaged  oi 
the  improvements  of  his  farm  ;  and  conducted  them  witk 
that  prudence  and  foresight  which  in  more  important  mat 
ters  had  marked  his  character.  Hedisclaimed  all  intentioa 
of  converting  his  farm  into  what  is  usually  termed  *■  a  seat  ;■ 
regarding  expe'nsivc  rural  decorations  as  inconsistent  wilfc 
the  state  of  American  society  and  fortunes,  and  too  oftem 
leading  to  the  alienation  of  the  estate  itself.  His  building*, 
&c,  were  therefore  constructed  with  simplicity,  and  with 
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direct  reference  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  intended ; 
but  no  cost  was  spared  in  procuring  the  best  materials,  and 
in  putting  them  together  in  the  most  durable  manner.  A 
friend  who  h$ui  passed  some  days  with  him^  noticing  the 
works  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  conversing  much  with 
him  on  religious  subjects,  remarked  on  his  departure  that 
Governor  Jay,  in  all  his  conduct,  seemed  to  have  reference 
to  perpetuity  in  this  world  and  eternity  in  the  next.  The 
immediate  cultivation  of  the  farm  he  committed  to  an  over- 
seer ;  but  all  the  improvements  were  conducted  under  his 
own  superintendence,  and  he  took  much  pleasure  in  over- 
looking and  directing  his  workmen. 

When  his  health  and  the  weather  permitted,  he  spent 
most  of  the  day.  in  the  open  air,  and  no  sma:ll  portion  of  it 
on  horseback.  The  state  of  his  health  rendered  him  indis- 
posed to  go  far  from  home  ;  but  having  a  daughter  settled 
in  Albany,  and  a  son  in  New- York,  he  occasionally,  although 
rarely,  visited  those  cities.  Of  the  *' mighty  dead"  with 
whom,  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
conversing,  Cicero  seemed  to  be  his  favourite.  For  modern 
literature  he  had  little  taste ;  at  least,  whether  from  want 
of  time  or  inclination,  he  read  few  new  books.  The  Scrip- 
tures were  pre-eminently  his  study,  and  were  the  subjects 
of  his  daily  and  careful  perusal.  f 

In  all  his  domestic  habits  he  observed  great  exactness 
and  regularity.  During  the  whole  of  his  residence  at  Bed- 
ford, till  near  its  close,  he  almost  constantly  rose  with  or 
before  the  sun  at  all  seasons ;  and  when  the  weather  per- 
mitted, was  frequently  on  horseback  before  breakfast  He 
required  his  meals  to  be  served  with  great  punctuality. 
Every  morning  immediately  before  breakfast,  the  family, 
including  the  domestics,  were  summoned  to  prayer^ ;  and 
the  call  was  repeated  precisely  at  nine  at  night,  when  he 
read  to  them  a  chapter  in  the  Bible,  and  concluded  with 
prayer.  At  the  close  of  the  evening  devotions  he  retired  to 
rest,  except  when  courtesy  to  his  guests  induced  him  to 
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be  viewed  with  indifference  by  good  citizens ;  and  there 
are  certain  occasions  when,  it.  is  not  only  their  right,  but 
also  their  duty,  to  express  their  sentiments  relative  to  public 
measures. 

"  As  the  war  has  been  constitutionally  declared,  the  people 
are  evidently  bound  to  support  it  in  the  manner  which  con^ 
stitutional  laws  do  or  shall  prescribe. 

"  In  my  opinion,  the  declaration  of  war  was  neither  neces- 
sary, nor  expedient,  nor  seasonable  ;  and  X  think  that  they 
who  entertain  this  opinion  do  well  in  expressing  it,  both 
individually  and  collectively,  on  this  very  singular  and  im* 
portant  occasion. 

"  As  to  town  meetings  on  the  subject,  the  expediency  of 
them  depends  much  on  the  question,  whether  and  how  far 
the  inhabitrjfits  of  the  town  concur  or  disagree  in  sentiment 
When  convened,  their  proceedings  and  resolutions  should 
be  decided  and  firm,  and  they  should  also  be  temperate  and 
decent.  There  are  few  ideas  which  cannot  be  decently 
dressed.  Harsh  and  violent  expressions  neither  convince 
nor  persuadoi  A  Spanish  proverb  says,  *  We  cannot  catch 
flies  with  vinegar.' 

"  The  irascible  passions,  when  highly  excited,  are  diffi- 
cult to  control,  and  sometimes  produce  or  lead  to  events 
which  are  to  be  deprecated.  Commotions  tending  to  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  or  to  civil  war,  would  be  serious 
evils.  A  change  of  measures  would  result  from  a  change  of 
rulers,  and  public  opinion  is  the  proper  mean  of  efiecting  it 

"  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  these  sentiments  on  proper 
occasions ;  but  it  would  not  be  pleasant  to  be  quoted  in 
newspapers,  or  hand-bills,  or  public  speeches. 

"  Thus,  my  dear  sir,  I  have  complied  with  your  request 
very  clearly  and  explicitly.     It  would  have  given  me  plea- 
sure to  have  done  this  in  conversation,  and  ta  have  talked 
over  with  you  many  other  matters,  both  old  and  new. 
^  I  am,  my  good  friend, 

**  Yours,  sincerely  and  affectionately, 

«JoHN  Jay." 
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know  that  a  man  raised  to  that  point  will  not  willingly 
af^rward  fall  into  the  ranks. 

'  "  Yours,  truly, 

**  GOUVERNEUR  MoBRIS. 

"  p.  S.  King  is  to  go  from  Queens  county." 

''to  oovverneur  morris. 

<*  Bedford,  2l8t  Sept.,  1812. 

''Dear  Morrisj 

"I  received  on  the  19th  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant. 
The  diminution  of  my  health  since  I  left  you,  leaves  me 
very  little  reason  to  expect  a  return  of  such  a  degree  of  it 
as  would  enable  me  to  attend  to  any  business  like  that  in 
question.  To  undertake  a  task  without  a  prospect  and 
probability  of  performing  it  properly,  is  to  deviate  jfrom  the 
path  of  prudence. 

"  Your  revolutionary  services,  the  general  confidence  in 
your  abilities  and  views,  your  standing  in  society  and  expe» 
rience  in  affairs,  your  having  much  to  preserve  or  to  lose, 
are  considerations  which  inspire  trust  and  create  influence. 

"  In  my  opinion,  the  president  of  every  county,  state,  or 
national  convention  should  be  a  person  fitted  to  reci^ive 
and  employ  authority  consistent  with  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution. This  idea,  if  placed  in  certain  lights,  may  excite 
perplexing  apprehensions,  and  therefore  should  be  discreetly 
used.  Let  us  have  efficient  leaders,  and  place  them  where 
they  will  appear  to  be  so. 

**  Although  tlie  place  of  president  of  the  proposed  con- 
vention might  not  be  agreeable  to  you  or  to  Mr.  King,  yet 
it  is  desirable  that  you  or  he  consent  to  accept  it.  Impor- 
tant matters  may  be  matured  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

"  The  convention  should  extend  their  views  to  what  may 
be,  as  well  as  what  is.  Prudence  looks  all  around— Je/brc  as 
well  as  behind.    Measures  to  favour  system  and  organiasatiem 
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should  be  adopted;  Moderation,  but  no  timidityy-^-*\nidQiii|t 
but  no  cunning,  should  mark  their  proceedings.  ^^HifiBL  ibm 
business  of  the  session  is  finished,  they  should  adjavm^  not 
dissolve,  and  let  the  president  be  authorized  to  conYene 
them  if  in  his  judgment  an  occasion  to  render  it  expedient 
should  occur:  Provision  should  be  made  for  a  new  con- 
vention after  the  expiration  of  the  year,  in  case  affidrs  should 
then  require  a  convention. 

**  It  is  possible  that  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
friends  of  peace  in  all  the  States,  or  a  certain  portion  of 
them,  may  become  advisable.  A  regular  correspondence 
between  the  presidents  of  the  State  conventions  should  be 
maintained,  and  the  state  of  public  opinion  and  feeling  be 
seasonably  ascertained  and  attended  to. 

"  The  French  will  not  relax  their  efforts  to  render  our 
nation  subservient  to  their  designs ;  and  their  political  and 
pecuniary  means  will  be  industriously  employed  to  effect  it. 

"  Besides,  there  may  perhaps  be  an  occurrence  of  pecu- 
liar circumstances  inviting  the  use  of  means  more  palpable. 
This  may  or  may  not  be.  Any  thing  like  civil  war  or  op- 
pression is  to  be  deprecated  ;  but  it  would  be  better  to  meet 
it  as  not  unexpected,  than  be  taken  by  surprise,  or  submit 
to  be  slaves  or  victims. 

"  They  who  sail  in  hurricane  seasons  and  latitudes  should 

be  prepared  and  vigilant. 

"Present  my  compliments  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs. 
Morris. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"John  Jay." 

A  high  political  excitement  was  at  Uiis  time  kindled  in 
Westchester  county,  and  indeed  throughout  tlic  State  ;  and 
preparations  were  made  by  the  opposing  parties  for  a 
vigorous  contest  at  the  ensuing  election.  Three  members 
were  to  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  from  West- 
chester.    To  one  of  the  candidates  nominated  by  the  peace 


tsn  OP  aomf  jay.  449 

party,  Mr.  Jay  and  somse  others  had  strong  objectionflE;  on 
account  of  certain  tergiversations  of  which  he  wns  alleged 
to  have  been  guilty ;  and  they  accordingly  Mdthheld  their* 
support  firom'  him  and  defeated  his  election,  while  the  other 
two  candidates  ^^re  returned.  *  For  this  breftchof  party  dis- 
cipline they  were-openly  censured' by  tbei^  political  friends,- 
Mr.  Jay  published, .  anonymously,  a  vindication  of  the 
course  pursued  by  Himself,  and  those  who  acted  with  Um«* 
Th6  lofty  and  independent  sentiments  advapced  in  the'  ooflh 
elusion  of  this  vindication,  are  in  perfect  keeping  vnth'  the 
character  of  the  writer* 

^  We  approve  of  the  cusftomary  mode  of  nominating -can- 
didates, and  Jiave  uniformly  concurred  in  it ;  that  t6ncur- 
reiice  certainly  involved,  our  tacit  consent  to  be  bound  by 
the  nominations  which  should  be  so  made.  But  it  is  equally 
ceftain  th^t.sucb  consent  did,  does,  and  ever. will  rest,  on 
the  condition,  trusty  and  confidence,  that. such  nominations 
ohly  be  made  as  we  could  or  can  sujpiport,  without  tran»- 
gressiog  the  obligations  ve  are  under  to  preset ve  our  char- 
acters and  our  minds  free  from  humiliation  and  reproach^ 
We  are,  and'will  be,  faithful  to  the  peace  party  y  but  we  will 
also  be  faithful  to  our  sense  and  conviction  of  what  is  decent 
and  becoming  for  us  to  do.  .       '. 

**  Adherence  to  party  has  its  limits,  and  they  are  pre- 
scribed and  marked  by  that  Supreme  wisdom  which  has 
united  and  associated  true  policy  with  rectitude^  and  honour, 
and  self-respect"  '  .     - 

The  remainder  of  Mr.' Jay's  life  being  entirely  passed  in 
the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  in  the  peaceful,  and  unostenta- 
tious discharge  of  the  duties  of  religion  and.  benevolence, 
affords  but  few  incidents  f6r  the  biographer.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  Ynost;  of  the  great  religious  associations  in 
our  country,  formed  upon  the  principle  of  c(^operationi 
without  comprcnnJse;  arose'  into  being ;  aild  they  found  in 
Mr.  Jay  a  warm  friend  and  a  liberal  patron.  In  1815  be 
accepted, the  place  of  president  of  the  Wesitchester  Coonty 
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In  1818,  Mr.  Jay  experienced  «  heav^  domestic  afflietion. 
One  of  his  daughters,  while  on  a  visit  in  the  city  of  Nfew- 
York,  was  seized  with  a  severe  illness,  whieh  shortly  ter- 
minated her  life«  .'..-■* 

^TO  VHB   REV..8AM17BL   F«   JAftVIS. 

.'    «« B«dfoid,  4th  May,  1818. 

"  R«v.  Sir, 

**  Accept  my  tha^  for  your  obliging  letCfer  of  the  28th 
vlu  The  motive  Which  ]grompted>  and  ihe  sciptiments 
which  are  expressed  in  it,  make'  correspondent  impressions 
on  my  mind. 

"  The  removal  of  my  excellent  daughter  from  the  house 
of  her  earthly,- to  the  house  of  het  Heavenly  Father,  leaves 
fne  nothing  to  regret  pp  lament  .on  her  account*  -Her  ab- 
sence, is,  nevertheless,  a  privatibn  which  I  feel  very  sensi- 
bly;  both  on  lAy  own  account  and  that  of  het  affectionate 
brothers  .and  sisters.  I  hope  we  shall  be  favoured vwilk 
grace'  to  derive  consolation  from  the  r^fleetiQn  that  her 
departure  was -ordered  by*  infinite  "vrisdom  aiud  goodnes9, 
and  that  this  temporary  separation  will  terminate  in  s^  per^ 
petual  reunion. 

"  With  the  best  wishes  /or  yoin-  happ^le8s  here  and  here- 
after, .  .       •  . 

-"I  am,  reverend  sir, 
^   ^  Your  oblige^  aoAiVobedient  servant,    . 

.     **JoHN  Jay." 

•  •  •   ■  y  ;  < 

• 

'  It  "Otras  about  this*  time  diat  Mr.  Jay  Received  a  visit  from 
anold  ajid  estimaUe  friend  of  the  Quaker  persuasiion*  The 
impreasion  made  on  the  mind'  of  this  gentleman  by^  the 
character  of  his  host,  may  be  gathered  from  the  annexed 
passage  of  an  affectionate  letter  he  addresscfd  to  him  on  his 
return*  home.  Aftei:  speaking  of  the  family  at  Bedford,  he 
added :  .         .  '  .^      •'        ,  • 

^  With  respect  to  thyiielfr  I  h^  to'.behold  and  ecmiamplate 
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committed  to  the  CoDgress^  « The  ninth  \;»sctton  of  that 
article  has  these  ^nrorda >-^. 

« <  The  migration  or  imporiatwn  of  such  persoTts  as  any 
of  the  now  existing  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congi^ss  prior  to  the  year  1806. 
But  a  tax  or'  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  impprtatigns,  not 
exceeding  ten' dollars  for  each  person.' 

'^I  understand  the  sense  and  meaning  of  this  clause  to 
be,  that  the  power  of  the  Congj^ess,  although  competent  to 
prohibit  such  migraticHi  and  importationy^r^a  not  to  be.exer- 
cised  with  respect  to  the  then  existing  S^ies  (and  them 
only)  until  the  year  1808;>  but  that  the  Congress-were  at 
liberty  to  make  s)ich  prohibition  ^  to  any  new  State, 
which  might,  in.  the  mean  time,  be  established  t  /and  further, 
that  from  and  after  thai  period^  they  were'  authori2ed- to 
make  sudi  prohibition,  as  to  all  the  States,  whetter  new 
or  old. 

**  It  will,  I  presume,  be  admitted,  that  ^bves  were  the 
persons  intend^.  The  word  slaves  was  avoided,  probably 
on  account  of  the  existing  toleration  of  slavery,  and  of  its 
discordancy  with  th^  principles  of  the  revolution;  and 
fr(Hn  a  consciousness  df  its  being  repugnant  to  the  following 
positions  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  viz. ; — 

"  *  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident :— that  all  men   « 
are  created- equal :  that  they  are- endowed  ^y  their  Creator 
with  certain  unalienable  rights :  that  among  them  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.'  '  -  •     \ 

^  As  to  my  taking  an  active  part  in  '  organizing  a  plan 
of  co-operation,'  the  state. of  my  health  has  los^  been  such 
as  not  to  admit  of  it.. 

^  Be  pleased  to  assure  the  committee  of  my  l^etii  wishte 
for  their  success,  and  permit  me  to  asslUare  you  of  the  efetdem 
and  regard  with  which  I  am, 

•      .  **D(Bar  sir,      ... 
**  Your  fisdthful  and  obedient  ^rvant, 

.  ■'    \   '  «»J0HH  Ja.Y.'* 
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times  to  my  chamber:  combined  with  the  necessary  in- 
firmities of  age,  they  allow  me  no  prospect  of  convales- 
cence. 

^  As  president  of  the  society,  I  should  think  I  ought  to  be 
conversant  with  their  proceedings,  and  not  only  attend  their 
annual  meetings,  but  atso,  fit  least  occasionally,  partake  in 
the  consultations  and  assist  in  the  transactions  of  the  board 
of  managers. 

"Were  I  in  capacity  to  do  the  duties  of.  the  office,  I 
should  accept  it  without  hesitation.  I  say  withbut  hesita- 
tion, because  I  should  tten  as  much  doubt  my  having  a  right 
to  decline,  as  I  now  doubt  my  having  a  right  to  accept  it 

"From  the  preceding  (>articulars  relative  to  the  state  of 
my  health,  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  will  perceive  that 
my  inability  to  serve  them  is  greater  in  degree  than  they 
doubtless  apprehended.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  assure  thein  of 
my  gratitude  for  the  (iistinctioa  with  which  they  have 
honoured  me,  and  that  opportunities  of  manifesting  it  would 
give  me  pleasure.  '  .'  *  ^ 

"I  am,  revCTend  sir, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

• "  JojHM  Jay.** 


».  ■ . 


.  \ 


The  board  immediately  deputed  two  of  their  vice-presi- 
dents to  proceed  to  Bedford,  and  to  represent  to  Mr.  Jay 
that  no  other  official  services  were  expected  from  him,  in 
his  present  state  of  health,  than  an  annual  address ;  and  that 
his  acceptance  of  the  office  was^  regarded  as  important  to 
the  reputation,  and  consequemly,  to  the  usefulness  of  the 
society.  These  representations;  apd-the  urgent  splicitations 
of  the  friends  of  the  society^  succefedfed  in.drawihg  froih  hira 
a  reluctant  consent'  As  president  of  this  great  in^tution, 
he  discharged  for  several  years,  as  far  as  he  ^as  able,  the. 
duties  of  his  station,  by  a  prompt  attention  to  official  cor- 
respondence, and  by  his  addresses  to  the  society  at  their 
anniversary  meetings.    Iq  1838,  hi^"  increasing  infirmities 
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mnderod  it  improper  for  him  any  longer  to  reima  the  mtaa^ 
titojkf  and  he  therefore  resigned  it^  accompainykig  bis  nmg^ 
nation  with  a  liberal  donation  to  the  society^ 

The  4th  of  July,  18^6,  was  observed  throughoot  the 
Vnited^tates  with  more  than  (ordinary  pomp  uu)  festiyity, 
as  completing  half  a  century  since  th&'detlarationpf  iiide* 
pendence.  This  occasion  gave  rise'to.  the  following  ooNfr* 
Tespondence: 

f  ROM  JL   CQMlttTTBE     OF    THK     COItPOiULTipN    OF    THB    GITT 

OF   NEW- YORK   TO   JOHN   JA,Y. 

«' NeW'Yoik,  JoDe  SSd,  18t6. 

"Sir,  .    .'     - 

**  The  Corporation  of  this  city  have  resQlved  to  celebrate, 
with  public  demonstrations  pf  respect  and  joy,  the  ensuing 
anniversary  of  American  Independence. 
.  '*'The  period  of  time  which  has  elapsed  .since  the  decia* 
ration  of  independence,  gives  to  the  ^coming  anniversary  a 
peculiar  solemnity  alnd  interest.  To  you,  sir,  this  anniver- 
sary must  return  with  feelings  grateful  to  a  patriot  heart 
Engage4  in  the  fifst  scenes  of  the  revolution,  when  the  dis- 
proportion between  the  power  of  the  mother  country  and 
the  means  of  the  then  colonies  might  have  appaJJed  even 
bold  and  daring  minds — yet  conscious  of  your  country's 
rights,  and  sensible  of  their  importance  to  its  happiness  and 
welfare,  you  and  your  compatriots  fearlessly  periled  your 
fortunes  and  your  honours  in  the  contest.  By  your  firm- 
ness and  the  wisdom  of  your  counsels,  you  eminently  con- 
tributed to  the  glorious  and  happy  issue  which  has  placed 
our  country. in  a  rank  with  the  most  favoured  nation  of  the 
earth. 

"  Amid  the  festivities  of  the  anniversary,  while  we  remem- 
ber your  worth,  your  virtue,  and  your  patriotism,  it  will 
add  to  our  pleasuies  ^o  reflect  that  you  have  been  permitted 
by  Providence  to  witness  the  fiftieth :  return  of  a  day  so 
conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  freedom,  and  also  to  find  your 
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beloved  country  ha'ppy  as  a  people,  and  prosperous  as  a 
nation. 

**  While  wie  present  to  you  in  beh,alf  of  our  citizens  their 
congratulations  on  the  return  of  this  anniversary,  we  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  your  presence  at  the  intended 
celebration  would  afford  us  the  highest  gratification.  And 
to  this  we  respectfully  invite  you. 

•*  In  behalf  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
we  are  with  great  consideration, 

.   **  Your  obedient  servants.** 

^  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CORPORATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF 

NEW-TORK. 

«  Bedfoid,  June  29th,  1836. 
"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  inst,  informing 
me  that  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York  had 
resolved  to  celebrate,  with  public  demonstrations  of  respect 
and  joy,  the  ensuing  anniversary  of  American  Independence, 
and  inviting  me,  on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  to  unite  wifh 
them  in  their  congratulations  on  the  return  of  this  day.  • 

"I  feel  very  grateful  for  the  honour  done  me  by  this 
invitation,  and  request  the  favour  of  you  to  ajssure  the 
corporation  of  my  gratitude  for  it,  and  my  regret  that  the 
state  of  my  health  renders  me  unable  to  comply  with  their 
kind  wishes. 

**  I  cannot  forbear  to  embrace  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  present  occasion,  to  express  my  earnest  hope  that 
the  peace,  happiness,  and  prosperity  enjoyed  by  our  beloved 
country,  may  induce  those  who  direct  her  national  councils 
to  recommend  a  general  and  public  return  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  to  Him  from  whose  goodness  these  blessings 
descend. 

"  The  most  effectual  means  of  securing  the  continuance 
of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties  is,  alWays  to  remember 
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he  occasionally  had  the  Lord's  Supper  administered  to  him 
in  his  chamber;  and  in  this  solemn  service  he  had  the 
jatisfaction  of  being  joined  by  all  his  children  who  happened 
to  be  with  him. 

On  the  evetiing  of  the  14th  May,  1829,  he  retired  to  bed 
as  well  as  usual,  but  in  the  course  of  the  night  was  seized 
with  palsy.  The  disease  affected  his  articulation,  and 
ahnost  entirely  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  conversing. 
It  was  evident,  however,  from  the  few  sentences  he  suc- 
ceeded in  uttering,  that  his  mind  was  unimpaired  by  the 
shock.  Medical  skill  proved  unavailing,  and  he  lingered 
till  noon  of  Sunday,  the  17th,  when  he  expired  in  the 
eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

His  funeral,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  in  his  will,  was 
without  ostentation.  The  corpse  was  taken  to  the  parish 
church,  where  an  appropriate  sermon  was  delivered  by  the 
pastor,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  audience,  consisting  of 
gentlemen  from  various  parts  of  the  county,  who  attended 
to  pay  this  mark  of  respect  to  the  deceased.  On  the  con- 
clusion of  the  funeral  services,  the  corpse  was  conveyed  to 
Rye,  and  inteired  in  the  family  cemetery. 

Mr.  Jay  had  survived  nearly  all  who  had  ever  been  person- 
.itlly  opposed  to  him  in  politics.  His  character  had  triumphed 
over  the  calumnies  by  which  it  had  been  assailed ;  his  long 
retirement  had  exempted  him  from  all  participation  in  the 
conflicts  and  animosities  of  modern  parties ;  and  when  he 
left  the  world,  he  probably  left  no  one  in  it  who  harboured 
an  unkind  feeling  towards  him.  Hence,  the  intelligence  of 
his  death  called  forth  from  hien  of  all  parties  willing  attes- 
tations of  his  worth.  The  public  journals,  however  dis- 
cordant on  other  topics,  united  in  doing  justice  to  his 
memory.  The  judges  and  the  members  of  the  bar  of  the 
county  court,  put  on  mourning  for  thirty  days;  and  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  being  in  session  when  the 
news  of  his  death  was  received,  immediately  adjourned,  as 
a  mark  of  respect ;  and  by  order  of  CongresSi  a  bust  of  the 
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his  fellow-men  might  pass  upon  him,  when  compared  with 
the  realities  of  the  judgment-day^  as  the  dust  of  the  balance. 
Yet  no  man  was  more  republit^n  in  his  habits,  nor  more 
affable  and  condescending  to  others. 

Few  could  claim  a  more  entire  exemption  from  the  sins 
comprehended  in  "the  lu3t  of  the  eytes  and  the  pride  of 
life."  Although  for  tnanyyears.filling  stations  which  neces- 
sarily brought  him  ijito  -  constat  intercourse  with  the  rich 
and  fashionable,  his  dress,  furniture,  and  equipage  were 
always  as  plain  and  frugal  as  propriety  would  permit,  .As 
a  republican,  he  thought  it  became  him  to  set  an  example  of 
plainness  and  simplicity ;  a9  a  Christian,  he  acknowledged 
the  obligation  to  be  **  temperate  in  all  things ;"  and  as  a 
parent,  he  shrunk  from  impoverishing  his  childreii  by  a  vain 
and  useless  display,  which,  to  use  his  own  words,  serves 
only  to  please  other  people's  eyes,  while  it  too  often  excites 
their  envy.  But  his  frugality  had  nothing  in  common  with 
parsimony.  ^*  A  wise  man,"  he-  said,  **iias  money  in  his 
head,  but  not  in  his  heart."  He  purchased. nothing  because 
it  was  handsome  or  fashionable ;  but  no '  expense  was 
spared  that  would  promote  the  real  comfort  of  himself  or 
family.  His  contributions  to  the  eyer- varying  and  recur- 
ring calls  of  religion  and  benevolence  were  cheerful  and 
generous. 

Although  jealous  of  ecclesiastical  encroachments,  he  felt 
aAd  manifested  the  respect  due  to  the  clerical  character ; 
and  was  fond  of  proving  from  the  New  Testament,  that 
the  support  of  the  clergy,  instead  of  being  a  matter  of 
choice,  was  a  duty  as  obligatory  upon  Christians  as  the 
observance  of  any  command  in  the  decalogue.  He  re- 
joiced in  the  increase  and  prosperity  of  such  of  the  various 
religious  denominations  as,  in  his  opinion,  held  the  great 
and  essential  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  invariably  com- 
plied with  the  numerous  applications  made  to  him,  to  cod* 
tribute  to  the  expense  of  erecting  their  churches.  AH,  he 
said,  depended  on  churches  and  school-houses. 
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larly  on  biblical  criticism^  but  it  was  the  expression  of 
opinions,  not  of  feelings,  in  -which  he  indulged. 

He  had  had  foil  experience,  of  the  pleasures  and  the  pains 
of  public  life,  and  his  advice  to  his  sons  was,  never  to  accept 
an  office,  .except  from  a  conviction  of  duty. 

His  patriotism,  pirompted  and  guided  by  the  precepts  of 
Christianity,  ever  refused  to  make  the  smallest  sacrifice  of 
truth  or  justice  to  the  cause  of  his  country ;  while  for  the 
same  object,  it  was  always  ready  to  surrender  whatever 
else  was  most  dear  to  him.  Much  as  he  loved  his  country, 
he  spumed  the  principle  implied  in  the  sentiment — ^  Our 
country,  right  or  wrong ;"  and  on  all  occaskms,  public  as 
well  as  private,  inflexibly  adhered  to  the  maxim,  that 
honesty  is  the  best  policy. 

Mr.  Jay's  religion  was  fervent,  but  mild  and  unostenta- 
tious. Through  life  he  continued  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  sipproved  the  doctrines  and '  policy 
maintained  by  that  portion  of  the  denomination  which  is  dis- 
tinguished as  the  LOW  cHuacH.  While  his  health  permit-  . 
ted,  he  was  regular  in  his  attendance  on  public  worship, 
and  was  always  a  scrujpulous,  but  not  superstitious  observer 
of  the  Sabbath.  On  the  whole,  his  life  exhibits  a  rare  but 
interesting  picture  of  the  Christian  patriot  and  statesman, 
and  justifies  the  universal  reverence  for  his  chiiracter  so 
eloquently  described  in  an  address  deUvered  soon  after  his 
death.* 

"  A  halo  of  veneration  seemed  to  encircle  him  as  one 
belonging  to  another  world,  though  lingering  among  us.  ? 
When  the  tidings  of  his  death  came  to  us,  they  were  re- 
ceived through  the  nation,  not  with  sorrow  or  mourning, 
but  with  solemn  awe,  like  ^at  with  which  we  read  the 
mysterious  passage  of  ancient  Scripture,  'And  Enoch 

WAUUSD  WITH  Gk>D,  AND  HE  WAS  NOT,  FOR  GoD  TOOK  HDC."' 

♦  BJ  G.  C.  Verplanck,  Eiq. 
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[No.  L] 

'  ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  fSREAT  BRITAIN. 

FVom  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  several  English  Colonie^^ 
of  New-Hampshire^  Massachusetts.  Bdy^  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  PlaniationSf  Connecticut^  NeW'Yorkf 
New-Jersey^  Pennsylvania,  the  Lower  Counties  on,  the 
Delaware,' Maryland^  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
South  Carolina,  to  consider  their  grievances  in  Ckneral 
Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  September  bth,  1774. 

•  ■     . 

Friends. AND  fbllow-stjbjeci^s, 

When  a  nation,  led  to  greatness  by  the  hand  of  liberty, 
and  possessed  of  all  the  glory  that  heroism,  munificence, 
and  humanity  can  beilow,  descends  to  the  ungrateful  taak 
of  forging  chains  for  her  friends  and  children ;  and  instead 
of  giving  support  to  freedom,  turns  advocate  for  slavery 
and  oppression,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  she  has  ^ithef 
ceasQ^d  to  be  virtuous,  or  been  extremely  n^ligient  in  the 
appointment  of  her  rulers. 

\^  almost  every  age,  in  repeated  conflicts,  in  long  and 
bloody  v^ars,  as  well  civil  as  foreign,  against  many  and 
pd^rerful  natioqs,  i^ainst  the  open  assaults  of  enemies  and 
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rights  we,  as  well  as  you,  deem  sacrecL  And  yet,  sacred 
as  they  are,  they  have,  with  many  others,  been  repeatedly 
and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  liot  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  of  Great  Britain  lords 
of  their  own  property?  Can  it  be  taken  from  them  with- 
out their  consent  ?  Will  they  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary  dis- 
posal of  any  man,  or  number  of  men  whatever  ?  You 
know  they  will  Aot. 

Why^then  are  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  of  America  less 
lords  of  their  property  than  you  are  of  yours  T  or  why 
should  they  subdnit  it  to  thfs  disposal  of  your  parliament,  or 
any  other  parliament  or  council ,  in  the  world,  not  of  their 
election?  Can  the  intervention  of  the  sea  that  divides  us 
cause  disparity  in  righta?  or  can  any  reason  be  given  why 
English  subjects,  who  live  three  thousand  miles  from  tho 
royal  palace,  should  enjoy  les^  liberty  than  those  who  are 
three  hundred  miles  distant  from  it  ? 

Reason,  looks  with  indignation  on  such  distinctions,  and 
freemen  can  ^  never  perceive  their  propriety.  And  yet| 
however  chimerical  «nd  unjust  such  discriminations  are,  the 
parliament  assert,  that  they  have  a  right  to  bind  us  in  all 
cases  without  exception,  whether  we  consent  or  not ;  that 
they  may  take  and  use.  our  property  whep  and  in  what 
manner  they  please ;  that  we  are  pensioners  ^pn  their 
bounty  for  all  that  we  possess ;  and  can  hold  it  no  longer 
than  they  vouchsafe  to  permit  Sudi  declarations  we  con- 
sider as  heresies  in  English  politics,  and  which  can  no  tnore 
operate  to  deprive  us  of  our  property,  than  .the  interdicts  -of 
the  pope  can  divest  kings  of  sceptres,  which  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and  the  voice  of  the  people  have  placed  in  their 
hands. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war-r4i  war  rendered 
glorious  by  the  abihties  and  integrity  of  a  minister,  to 
whose  efforts  the  British  empire  owes  its  safety  and  its 
fieuiie :  at  the  conclusion  of  this  war,  which  was  succeeded 
by  an  'inglorious  peace,  formed  under  the  auspices  of  % 
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you  prohibited  our  prcJcuring  it  of  foreigners  without  pay- 
ing a  tax,  imposed  by  your  parliament,  on  all  we  imported. 
These  and  many  other  impositions  were  laid  upon  us  most 
unjustly  and  unconstitutionally,  for  the  express  purpose,  of 
raising  a  revenue.  In  order  to  silence  complaint,  it  was 
indeed  provided,  tiiat  thi«  revenue  should  be  expended  "in 
America  for  its  protection,  and  defence.  These  exjactions, 
however,  can  receive  no  justification  from  a  pretended 
necessity  .of  protecting  and  defending  us.  They  arc  lavishly 
squandered  on  court  favourites  and  ministerial  dependants, 
generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,  and  employing 
themselves  by  partial  representations  to  traduce  and  em- 
broil the  colonies.  For  the  necessary  support  of  govern- 
ment here,  we  ever  were  and  ever  shall  be  ready  to  pro- 
vide. And  whenever  the  exigences  of  the  state  may 
require  it,  we  shall,  as  we  have  heretofore  done,  cheerfully 
contribute  our  full  proportion  of  men  and  money.-  To 
enforce  this  unconstitutional  ai^d  unjust  scheme  of  taxation, 
every  fence  that  the  wisdom  of  our  British  ancestors  had 
carefuUy  erected  against  arbitrary  power  has  been  violent^ 
thrown  down  in  America,  and  the  inestim£ible  right  of  trial 
by  jury  taken  away  in  cases  that  touch  life  arid  property. 
It  was  ordained,  that  whenever  offences  should  be  com- 
mitted  in  the  colonies  against  particular  acts  imposing 
various  duties  and  Tesfrictiona  upon  trade,  the  prosecutor 
might  bring  his  action  for  the  penalties  in  the  courts  of 
Admiralty :  by  which  means  the  subject  lost  the  advantage 
of  being  tried  by  an  honest  uninfluenced  jury  of  the 
vicinage,  and  was  subjected  to  the  sad  necessity  bf  being 
judged  by  a  single  man,  a  creature  of  the  crown,  and 
according  to  the  course  of  a  law  which  exempts  the  prose* 
cutor  from  the  trouble  of  proving  his  accusaljon,  sCnd 
obliges  the  defendant  either  to  evince  his  innocence,  or  to 
suffer.  To  give  this  new  judicatory  the  greater  import- 
ance, and  as  if  with  design  to  protect  false  accusers^  it  is 
fiirther  provided,  that  the  judge'9  certificate  of  there  havifig 
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a  trespass  was  thereby  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  tea  entitled  to  damans,  the  -courts  of  law  were  open» 
and  judges  appointed  by  the  crown  presided  in  them.  The 
East  Iiidia  Company,  however,  did  not  think  proper  to 
commence  any  suits,  nor  did  they  even  demand  sati8&c-> 
tion  either  from  individuals,  or  from  the  community  in 
general.  The  ministry,  it  seems,  officiously  made  the  case 
their  own,  and  the  great  council  of  the  nation  descended  to 
intermeddle  with  a  dispute  about  private  property.  Diverf 
papers,  letters,  and  other  unauthenticated  ex  parte  evidence 
Were  laid  before  them ;  neither  the  persons. who  destroyed 
the  tea,  nor  the  people  of  Boston,  were  called  upon  to 
answer  the  complaint  The  ministry,  incensed  by  being 
disappointed  in  a  favourite  scheme,  were  determined  to 
recur  from  the  )ittle  arts  of  finesse,  to  opcn,forc0  and  up* 
manly  violence.  The  port  of  Boston  was  blocked  up  by  a 
fleet;  and  an  army  placed  in  the  town.'  Their' trade  was 
to  be  suspended,  and  thousands  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
gaining  subsistence  from  charity,  till  they  should  submit  to 
pass  under  the  yoke,  and  consent  to  become  slaves,  by  con* 
fessing  the  omnipotence  of  parliament,  and  acquiescing  in 
whatever  disposition  they  might  think  proper  to  make  of 
their  lives  and  property. 

Let  justice  and  humanity  cease  to  be'  the  boast  of  your 
nation  I  Consult  your  history,  examine  your  records -of 
former  transactions,  nay,  turn  to  the  annals  of  the  many 
arbitrary  states  and  kingdoms  that  surround  you,  and  show 
us  a  single  instance  of  men  being  copdeYnned  to-  suffer  for 
imputed  crimes,  unheard,  unquestioned,  and  without  even 
the  specious  formality  of  a  trial ;  and  that  too  by  laws 
made  lexpressly  for  the  purpose^  and  which  had  no  existence 
at  the  time  of  the  fact  committed.  If  it  be  difficult  to 
reconcile  these  proceedings  to  the  genius  and  temper  of 
your  laws  and  constitution,  the  task;  will  bebome  more 
arduous,  when  we  call  upon  our  ministerial  enemies  to  jus- 
tify, not  only  condemning  men  untried  and  by  bearsayi  b\il 
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right  of  trial  by  jury,  to  seize  our  persons*  and  6arry  us  for 
trial  to  Great  Britain,  to  blockade  our  ports,  to  destroy  our 
charters,  and  change  our  forms  of  goyernment,  w^docca* 
sion^  and  had  already  occasioned,  great  discontent  in  the 
colonies,  which  might  produce  opposition  to  these  measures ; 
an  act  was  passed  to,  protect,  indemnify,  aiki  screen  fix>m 
punishment,  such  as  might.be  guilty  even  of  murder,  in 
endeavouring  to  carry  their  oppressive  edicts  into  execu- 
tion ;.  and  by  another  act  the  dominion  of  Canada  is  to  be 
so  extended,  modelled,  and  governed,  as  that*  by  being  dis- 
united from  us,  detached  from  our  interests -by  civil  as  well 
as  religious  prejudices,  that  by  their  numbers  daily  swelling 
with  Catholic  emigrants  from  £urope»and  by  their  devotion 
to  an  administration  so  friendly  to  their  rel^on,  they  might 
become  formidable  io  us,  and  on  occasion,  be  fit  instruments 
in  the  hands  of  power  to  reduce  the  ancient,  free  Protestant 
colonies  to  the  same  state  of  slavery  with  themselves. 

This  was  evidently  the  object  of  the. act:  and  in  this 
view,  being  extremely  dangerous  to  our  liberty  and  qUietf 
we  cannot  forbear  complaining  of  it,  4s  hostile  to  British 
America.  Spperadded  to  these  considerations,  we  cannot 
help  deploring  the  unhappy  condition  to  which  it  has 
reduced  the  many  English  settlers  who,  encouraged  by  the 
royal  proclamation,  promising  the  enjoyment  of  all  their 
rights,  have  purchased  estates  in  that  country.  They  are 
now  the  subjects  of  an  arbitrary  government,  deprived  of 
trial  by  jury,  and  when  imprisoned,  cannot  claim  the  benefit 
of  the  ha^as  corpus  act,  that  greaUbulwark  and  palladium 
of  English  liberty.  Nor  can  we  suppress  our  astonishment 
that  a  British  parlianient  should  ever  consent  ip  establish 
in  that  country  a  religion  that  has  deluged  your  island  in 
blood,  and  dispersed  impiety,  bigotry,  persecution,  murder, 
and  rebellion,  through  every  part,  of  the  world. 

This  being  a  state  of  facts,  let.  us  beseech  you  to  con^ 
sider  to  what  end  they^lead.  Admit  that  the  ministry,  by 
the  powers  of  Britain,  and  the  aid  of  our  Reman  Catholic 
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tieighboui:s,  shoold  be  able  to  carry  the  point  of  taxatfoa, 
and  reduce  us  to  a  state  of  perfect  humiliatioii  and  slaTery : 
such  an  enterprise  would  ddubtless  make  some  addition  to 
your  national  debt,  whichalready  presses  down  your  liber- 
ties, and  fUU  you  with  peiDsibners  and  placemen.   •  We  pre- 
sume, also,  that  your  commelrce  will  somewhat '  be*  dimin- 
isbed.    However,  suppose- you  should  proVe  victorious,  in 
what  ooiidilion  will  you  dien  be  7  what  advantages  or  what 
kufels  will  you  reap  from  such  a  conquest  ?     May  n(A  a 
ministry,  with  the  same  armies  enslave  you?  it  may  be 
said,  you  will  ceasef  to  pay  them ;  but  remember,  the  taxes 
firom  America,  the  wealth,  and  we  may  add  the  men,  and 
particularly  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  vast  "contineBt, 
will  then  be  in  the  power  of  your  enemies :  nor  will  you 
have  any  reason  to  expect,  that  after  making  slaves  of  us, 
many  among  us  should  fefuse  to  assist  in  reducing  you  to 
the  same  abject  state.  *       . 

Do  not  treat  this  as  chimerical.  Know  that  in  less  than 
half  a  century,  the  quit-rents  reserved  to  the  crown  from 
the  numborloss  grants  of  this  vast  continent,  will  pour  large 
streams  o(  wealth  into  the  roval  coffers.  And  if  to  this 
be  added  the  power  of  taxing  America  at  pleasure,  the 
cro\vn  will  In?  rendered  independent  of  you  for  supplies, 
and  will  jx>ssess  more  treasure  than  may  be  necessary  to 
purchase  the  remains  of  liberty  in  your  island.  In  a  word, 
take  care  tliat  you  do  not  fall  into  the  pii  that  is  preparing 
for  us. 

We  beHeve  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much  justice,  and 
much  public  spirit  in  the  English  nation.  To  that  justice 
we  now  apjxwl.  You  have  been  told  that  we  are  seditious, 
impatient  of  government,  and  desirous  of  independence. 
Be  assured  that  these  are  not  facts,  but  calumnies.  Permit 
us  to  be  as  fn*e  as  vourselves,  and  we  shall  ever  esteem  a 
union  with  you  to  be  our  greatest  glory,  and  our  greatest 
happiness ;  we  shall  ever  be  ready  to  contribute  all  in  our 
power  to  the  welfare  of  the  empire ;  we  shall  consider 
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your    enemies    as    our   enemies,  and   your   interest   a^ 
our  own.  ,  i 

But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  ministers  shall  wan- 
tonly sport  with  the  rights  of  mankind :  if  neither  the 
voice  of  justice,  the  dictates  of  the  law,  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  or  the  suggestions  of  humanity,  can  restrain 
your  hands  from  shedding  human  blood  in  such  an  impious 
cause,  we  must  then  tell  you,  that  we  will  never  submit  to 
be  he^«rs  of  wood  or  drawers  of  water  for  any  ministry 
or  nation  in  the  world. 

Place  us  in  the  same  situation  that  we  Were  at  the  close 
of  the  last  war,  and .  our  former  harmony  will  be  restored. 

Biit  lest  the  same  si^pineness,  and  the  same  inattention  to 
our  common  interest,  which  you  have  for  several  years 
shown,  should  continue,  we  think  it  prudent  to  anticipate 
the  consequences.  • 

By  the  destruction  of  the  trade  of  Boston,  the  ministry 
have  endeavoured  to  induce  submission  4o  their  measures. 
The  like  fate  may  befall  us  all;  We  will  endeavour,  there- 
fore, to  live  without  tr^de,  and  recur  for  subsistence  to  the 
fertihty  and  bounty  of  our  native  soil,  which  affords  lis  all 
the  necessaries,  and  some  of  the  conveniences  of  life.  We 
have  suspended  our  importation  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  and  in  less  than  a  year's  time,  unless  our  griev- 
ances should  be  redressed,  shall  discontinue  our  exports  to 
those  kingdoms,  and  the  West  indies. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  regret,  however,  that  we  find  our- 
selves compelled,  by  the  ovecruling  principles  of  self-pre- 
ftervation,  to  adopt  measures  detrimental  in  their  conse- 
quences to  numbers  of  oiir  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  But  lye  hope  that  the  magnanimity  ^and 
justice  of  the  British  nation  will  furnish  a  parliament  of 
such  wisdom,  independence,  and  public  spirit,  as  may  save 
the  violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire  from  the  devices  of 
wicked  ministers  and  evil  counsellors,  whether  in  or  out  of 
office ;  and  thereby  restore  that  harmony,  friendship,  and 


APPBHBIX.  477 


in  tl^  iPTorld  could  you  then  borrow.  The  little  that  was 
spread -among  jou  could  be  collected  only  by  taxes,  and  to 
this  end  regular  governments  were  essential ;  of  these  you 
were  also  destitute.  So  circumstanced,  you  had  Ao  ether 
resoivrce  but  the  natural  value  iCnd  wealth  of  your  fertile 
country.  Bills  were  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  bank,  and 
your  faidi  was  pledged  for  their  redemption.  After  a  con* 
siderable  number  of  these  hadcirculated,1oans  were  solicited, 
and  offices  for  the  purpose  establlsh0d.  Thus  a  national  - 
debt  was  unavoidably  created,  and  the  amount  of  it  is  at 
follows: 

Bills  emitted  and  circulating  ....      •159,948,880 
Moneys  borrowed'  before  the  1st  of  March, 
1778,  the  interest  of  which  is  payable  in' 

France 7,545,I96|; 

Moneys  borrowed  since  the  1st  of  March^ 

1778,  the  interest  of  which  is  payable  here    26, 1 88,909  * 
Money  due  abroad,  not  exactly  known,  the 
balances  not  having  been  transmitted,  sup- 
posed to  be  about      .......      4,000^000  H 

For  your  further  satisfaction,  we  shall  opder  a  particular  / 

account  of  the  several  emissions,  with  the  times  limited  for 
their  redemption,  and  also  of  the  several  loans,  the  interest 
allowed  on  each,  and  the  terms  assigned  for  their  payment, 
to  be  prepared  and  published. 

The  taxes  have  as  yet  brou^t  into  the  treasury  namore 
than  93,027,560 ;  so  that  all  the  moneys  supplied  to  Con- 
gress by  the  people  of  America  amount  to  no.  more  than 
36,761,665  dollars  and  67.90ths,.  that  being  the  sum  of"  the 
loans  and  taxes  received.  Judge  then  of  the  necessity  of 
emissions,  and  learn  from  whom  and  fix>m  whence  that 
necessity  mrose. 

We  are  also  to  inform  you  that  on  the  first  day  of  Sep^ 
tember  instant  we  resdlved,  **  that  we  would  on  no  account 
whatever  emit  more  bills  of  credit  than  to  make  the  whole 
amount  of  sueh  bills  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  f 
and  as  the  sum  emitted  and  in  drcolatioii  amounted  la 
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l|MI,M8,8aO  dollars,  and  the  sun  of  40,051,120  AoOtm 
remained  to  complete  the  two  hundred  ixdllioa  above-meiK 
tioned,  we  on  the  third  day  of  Septeiliber  instaat  fiirdier 
resblyed,  ^  that  we. would  emit  such,  part  only  of'  the  said 
som  of  40,051,190  dollars  as  should  be  absolutely  necessary 
far  public  e^dgences  before  adequate  supplies  could  oCher- 
wiie  be  obtained,  relying  for  such  supplies  on  the  exertions 
of  thov  several  States.** 

Exdusive  of  the  great  and  ordinary  expenses  incid^rft  to 
the  war,  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  has  so  swelled  the 
prices  of  every  necessary  article,  and  of  consequence  made 
such  additions  to  the  .usual  amount  of  expenditures,  that 
very' considerable. supplies  must  be  immediately  provided 
by  loans  and  taxes ;  and  w^  unanimously  declare,  it  to  be 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  these*  States,  that  the  taxes 
already  called  for  be  paid  into  the.  Continental  treasury 
by  the  time  recommended  for  that  purpose.  It  is  also 
highly  proper  that  yoii  should  extend  your,  views  beyond 
that  period,  and  prepare  in  season  as  well  for  bringing  your 
respective  quotas  of  troops  into  the  field  early  the  next 
campaign,  as  for  providing  the  supplies  necessary  in  the 
course  of  it.  We  shall  take  care  to  apprize  you  from  time 
to  time  of  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  to  recommend  the 
proper  measures  for  supplying  it.  To  keep  your  battalions 
full,  to  encourage  loans,  and  to  assess  your  taxes  with  pru- 
dence, collect  them  with  firmness,  and  pay  them  with  punc- 
tuality, is  all  that  will  be  requisite  on  your  part.  Further 
ways  and  means  of  providing  for  the  public  exigences  are 
now  under  consideration,  and  will  soon  be  laid  before  you. 

Having  thus  given  you  a  short  and  plain  state  of  your 
debt,  and  pointed  Out  the  necessity  of  punctuality  in  fur- 
nishing the^ supplies  already  required,  we  shall  proceed  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  depreciation  of  the  currency, 
to  which  we  entreat  your  attention. 

The  depreciation  of  bills  of  credit  is  always  either  natural, 
or  artificial,  or  both.  The  latter  is  our  case.  The  moment 
the  sum  in  circulation  exceeded  what  was  necessary  as  a 


medium  in  commerce,  it  began  and  continued  to  depreciate 
in  proportion  as  the  amount  of  the  surplus  increajsed';  and 
that  proportion  wouM  hold  good  until  the  sum  emitted 
should  become  so  great  as  nearly  to  equal  the  y)ilue  of  the 
capital  or.  0  took  on  the  credit  of  which  the  bills  were  issued. 
Supposing,  therefore,  that  830,000,000  was  necessary. for  a' 
circulating  medium,  and'  that  $160,000,000  had  issued,  the 
natural  depreciation  is  but  little  more  tfian  as  5  to  1  ;  but 
the  actual  depreciation  exceeds  that  proportion,  and  that 
excess  is  artificid.  The  natural  depreciation  is  to  be 
removed  only  by  lessening  the  quantity  of  money  in  qir- 
culationi  R  will  regain  its  primitive  value  wheiiever  it 
shall  be  reduced  to  the  sum  necessary  for  a  medium  of 
commerce.  This  is  only  to  be  effected  by  loans  and/taxes. 
The  artifioial  depreciation  is  a  more  serious  subject,  and 
merits  minute  investigation.  •  A  distrust,  however  occa- 
sioned, entertained  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  either  in  the 
ability  or  inclination  of  the  United  States  to  redeem  their 
bills,  is  the  cause  of  it.  Let  us  inquire  howiar  reason  will 
justify  a  distrust  in  the  ability  of  the  United  States. 
'  The  ability  of  the  United  States  must  depend  upon  two 
things:  •first,  the  success  of  the  present  revolution;  and 
secondly,  on  th6  sufficiency  of  the  natural  wealth,  value, 
and  resources  of  th0  country. 

'  That  the  time  has  been  when  hopest  men  might,  without 
being  chargeable  with  timidity,  have  doubted  the  success 
of  the  present  revolution,  we  admit ;  but  that  period  is  past 
The  independence  of  America  is  now  as  iSxed  as  fate,  and 
the  petulant  efforts  of  Britain  to  break  it  down  are  as  vain 
and  fruitless  as  the  raging  of  the  waves  which  beat  against 
her  cliffs.  Let  those  who  are  still  af&icted  with  these 
doubts  consider  the  charstcter  and  condition  of  our  enemies. 
Let  them  remember  that  we  Bte  contending  against  a 
kingdom  crumbling  into,  pieces ;  a  nation  vnthout  public 
virtue,  and  a  people  sold  to  and  betrayed  by  their  own 
representatives;  against  a  prince  governed  by  his  passions, 


fi>r  war,  with  fleets  and  armies  re^dy  far  combat,  and  a 
treasury  overflowing  with  wealth,  has  entered  the  lists 
against  Britain ;  that  the  oth^r  European  nations,  often 
insulted  by  her  pride,  and  alarmed  at  the  strides  of  her  am- 
bition, have  left  her  to  her  fate  ^  that  Ireland,  wearied  with 
her  oppressions,  is  panting  for  liberty  v  and  even  Scotland 
displeased  and  uneasy  at  her  edicts:  whoever  considem 
these,  things,  instead  of  doubting  the  issue  of  the  war,  will 
rejoice  in  the  glorious,  the  sure,  and  certain  prospect  of  guc-r 
cess.  This  point  being  established,  the  next  qjuestion .  is, 
whether  the r natural* wealth,  value,  and  resources  erf  ihe' 
country  will  be  equal  to  the  payment  of  the  debt.    -    • 

"Left  us  suppose,  for  the-  sake  ofargumej^t,  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,'.the  emissions  should,  amount  «U> 
200,t)00,000 ;  that,  exclusive,  of  supplies  from  taxes,  which 
will  not  be  inconsiderable,  the  loans  should  amount  to 
100,000,000,,  then  the  whole  national .  debt  of  tbe  Fnited 
States  would  be  300,000,000.  There  are  at  present  3,000,000 
of  inhabitants  in  the  thirteen  States;  three  hundred  millionsk 
of  dollars,  divided ^imong  three  millions  of  people,,  would  give 
to  each  person  one  hi^drdd  dollars ;  and  is  there  an  individual 
in  America  unable,  in  the  course  of  eighteen  of*  twenty  years, 
to  pay  it  again?  Suppose  the  whole  debt  asses^^d,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  on  the  inhabitants  ih  proportion  to  their 
respective  estates,  what  then  would  be  the  share  of  the 
poorer  people?  Perhaps  not  ten  dollars.  Besides,  as  this 
debt  will  not  be  payable  immediately,  but  prob&bly  twenty 
years  allotted  for  it,  the  number, of  inhabitants  .by  that  tinje- 
in  America  will  be  far  more  than  double  their  present 
amount  It  is  well  known  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
increased  alonost  An  the  ratio  of  compound  interest.  By 
natural  population  they  .doubled  every  twenty  years ;  and 
how  great  may  be  the  host  of  emigrants  from  other  coun- 
tries, cannot  be  ascertained*'*  * '^e  have  the  highest  reason 
to  believe  .the  number  will  be  immense;  •  Suppose  that  only 
ten  thousand  should*  arrive,  the  6xui..f^aap  after  the.  war^ 
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price;  that  w^.were  compelled  to  purchase  foreign  corn* 
modities  at  her  stores,  and  on  her  terms,  and  were  forbid  to 
establish  any  manufactories  incompatible  with  her  views  of 
jgainj  that  in  future  the  whole  world  will  be  open  to  ui| 
^and  we  shall  b^  at  liberty  to  purchase  from  those  who  wiU 
sell  on  the  best  terms,  and  to  sell  to  thpse  who'  will  give 
the  best  prices ;  ihki  as  the  country  increases' in  number  of 
inhabitants  and  cultivation,  the  production  of.  the  earth  wiH 
be  proportionably  increased^  and  the  riches  of  the  whole 
propprtionably  greater:-^ whoever  examines  the  force  of 
these,  and  similar  observations,  must  smile  at  the  ignorance 
of  those  who  doubt  the  ability  of  the  Unite^i  ^talea  to 
redeem*  their  bills. 

Lfet  it  also  be. remembered  tb^^t  paper  money  is  the  only 
kind  of  money  which  cannot  ^  make  to  Itself  wings  and  fly 
aw^y/'  It  remains  with  us,  it  will  npt  forsake  us,  it  ii 
always  ready  and  ait  hand  for  the  purpose  of  commerce  or 
taxes,  and  every  industrious  man  can  find  it  On  the  con* 
trary,  should  Britain,  like  Ninevah  (and  for  the  same  reason)^ 
yet  find  mercy^  «Lnd  escape  the  storm  ready  to,  burst  upon 
her,  she  will  find,  her  national  debt  in  a  very  di&rent  situa- 
tion. Her  territory  diminished,  her  people  wasted,  her 
commerce  ruined,  her  monopolies  gone,  she  must  provide 
for  the  discharge  of  her  immense  debt  by  taxes,  to  be  paid 
in  specie,  in  gold  or  silver,  perhaps*  now  buried  in  the  mines 
of  Mexico  or  Peru,  or  stiU  concealed,  in  the  brooks  ,and 
rivulets  of  Africa  or  Indostan. 

Having  shown  that  there. 13  no* reason  to  doubt  (he  ability 
of  Jthe  United  States  to  pay  their  debt,  let  us  next  inquire 
whether  as  n^uch  can  be  said  for  their  inclination.  Uncler 
this  head  three  things  are  to  be  attended  to :  •  ^  •    . 

1st  Whether,  and.in  what  manner,  the  &ith  of  the  Uidted 
States  has  been  .pledged  for  the  redemption  of  their  iulls. 

2d.  Whether  they  have  put  themselves  in  a  ^litical 
capacity  to  redeem  them  ?  send 

dd.  -Whether,  admitting  the  two  foonerc 
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ITTd.  You  wUl  find  that  they  establish  a  union  for  the 
express  purpose  of  opposing  the  oppressions  of  Britain,  and 
obtaining  redress  of  grievances.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1776, 
your  representatives  in  Congress,  perceiving  that  nothing 
less  than  unconditional  submission  would  satisfy  our  ene- 
mies, did  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  Thirteen  United 
Colonies, declare  them  to  be  free  and  independent  Statefit 
and  "for  the  support  of  that  declaration,  with  a  firm  relianoe 
On  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  did  mutually  pledge 
to  each  other  their  ijvibs,  their  f6rtvnes,*  and  their  sacHed 
HONOUR.''-  Was  fever  confederation  more  formal,  m6re 
solemn,  or  explicit  ?  It  has  been  expressly  assented  to,  and  ' 
ratified  by  every  State  in  the  Union.  Accordingly,  for  ih^ 
direct  support  of  this  declaration,  that  is,  for  the  support^of 
the  independence  of  these  States,  armies  have  beennds^, 
and  bills  of  credit  emitted, 'and  loans  made  to  pay  and 
supply  them.  .  The  redemption,  therefore,  of  diese  bills,  th^ 
payment  of  these  debts,  and  the  settlement  jof  the  accounts 
of  the  several  States,  for  expenditures  or  services  for  .the  • 
common  bejoefit,  and  in  this  eommoq  cause,  are  among  the 
objects  of  this  confederation ;  and,  consequently,  while  all 
or  any  ^f  its  objects  remain  unattained,  it  ciumot,  so  &r  as 
it  may  respect  such  objects^  be  dissolved  consistently  with 
the  laws  of  God  or  9<A|f . 

JBut  we  are  persuaded,  atld  our  Enemies  .will  find,  that 
pur  union  is  not  to  end  here.  They  are  mistaken  when' 
they  suppose  us  kept  together  only  by  a.  seqse'  of  present 
danger.  It  is  a  fact,  which  they  only  ynil  dispute,  that  the 
people  of  these  States  were  never  so  cordially  tlntted  as  at 
this  day.  By  having  been  obliged  to  mix- with' each  other, 
former  prejudices  haVe  worn  ofi*,  and  dieir  several  manners 
become  blended.  A  sense  of  common  permanent  interest^ 
mutual  afiection  (having  been  brethren  in  afilictioh),  the  ties 
of  consanguinity  daily  extending,  constant  reciprocity  of 
good  offices^  similarity  in  language,  in  govemments/f  and 
therefore  in  manners,  the  impohaoce,  weight,  and  splenclour 
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and  propagated  by  disguised  emissaries  and  traitors  in  the 
garb  of  patriots.  .  Heiice  has  proceeded  the  notable  dis- 
covery, that  as  the  Congress  made  the  money  they  also  can 
destroy  it,  and  that  it  will  exist  no  longer  than  they  find  it 
convenient  to  permit  it.  It  is  not  surprising  that  in  a  free 
country,  where  the  tongues  and  pens  of  such,  people  are 
and  must  be  licensed,  such  political  heresies  should  be  incul- 
cated-and  diffused;  but  it  is  really  astonishing  that  the 
mind  of  a  single  virtuous  citizen  in  America  should  be  influ* 
enced  by  them.  It  certainly  cannot.4)e  necessary  to  remind 
you,  that  .your  representatives  here  are  chosen  from  among 
yourselves ;  thut  you  are,  or  ought  to  be,*acquainted  with 
their  several  characters ;  that  they  are  gent'  here  to  sp^k 
your  sentiments,  and  that  it  is  cdnstaritly  in  your  power  to 
remove  such  as  do  not.  You  siir^ly  are  convinced  that  it 
is  no  more  in  their  power  to  annihilate  your  money  than 
your  independence,  and  that  any  -act  of  theirs  for  either  of 
those  purposes  would  be  null  and  void.  • 

We  should  pay  an  ill  compliment  to  the  understanding 
and*  honour  of  every  true  American,  were  we  to  adduM  • 
many  arguments  to  show  the  ba^eries^  or  bad  policy  iof 
violating  our  national  faith,  or  omitting  to  pursue  the  .meaf- 
sures  .necessary  to  preserve  it.  A  -  bankrupy  faithless 
republic  would  be  a  novelty  in  the  p<>litical  world',  and* 
appear  among  reputable  nations  like  a  common  prostitute 
among '  chaste  and  ^respectable  matron^.  The  *  pride,  of 
America  revolts  from  the  idee ;  her  citizens  know  for  wfiat 
purpose  these  emissions  were  made,  and  have  repeatedly 
plighted  their  faith  for  the  redemption  of  them';  they,  ai^  to 
bj  found  in  every  man's  possession,  and  every  man  is  inter- 
ested in  their  being  redeemed-;  they  must  therefore  enter- 
tain ahigh  Opinion  of  American  credulity  who  suppose  the 
people  capable  of  believing,  on  due  reflection,  that  all 
America  will,  against  th'iS  faith,  the  honour,  and  theinteretft* 
of  ^11  America, 'be  ever  prevailed  upon  to  countenance^ 
support,  or  permit  so  ruinous,  so  disgracetu^  a  measore. 
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fore,  without  supplies,  nor  let  in  that  flood  of  evUs  which 
would  follow  from  such  a  neglect.    It  would  be  an  event 
most  grateful  to  our  enemies ;  and,  depend  upon  it,  they 
will  redouble  their  artifices  and  industry  to  compass  it 
Be,  therefore,  upon  your  guard,  and  examine  well  the  policy 
of  every  measure  and  the  evidence  of  every  report  that 
may  be  proposed  or  mentioned  to  you  before  you  adopt  the 
one  or  believe  the  other.     Recollect  that  it  is  the  price  of 
the  liberty,  fhe  peace,,  and  the  safety  of  yourselves  and  pos- 
terity that  now  is  required ;  that  peace,iiberty,  and  safety, 
for  the  attainment  and  security  of  which  you  have  so  often 
and  so  solemnly  declared  your  readiness  to  sacrifice  your 
lives  and  fortunes.     The  war,  though  drawing  fast  to.  a 
successfiil  issue,  still  rages.    Disdain  to  leave  the  whole 
business  of  your  defence  to  your  ally.    Be  mindfiil  that  the 
brightest  prospects  may  be  clouded,  and  that  prudence  bids 
us  be  prepared  for  every  event.    Provide,  therefore,  for 
continuing  your  armies  in  the  field  till  victory  and  peace 
shsJl  lead  them  home ;  and  avoid  the  reproaph  of  permitting 
the  currency  to  depreciate  in  your  hands  when,  by  yielding 
a  part  to  taxes  and  loans,  the  whole  might  have  been  appre- 
ciated and  preserved.     Humanity  as  well  as  justice  makes 
this  demand  upon  you.     The  complaints  of  ruined  widows, 
and  the  cries  of  fatherless  children,  whose  whole  support' 
has  been  placed  in  your  hjands  and  melted  away,  have 
doubtless  reached  you;   take  care  that  they  ascend  no 
higher.     Rouse,  therefore ;  sti^ve  who  shall  do  most  for  hill 
country ;  rekindle  that  flame  of  patriotism  which,  at  the 
mention  of  disgrace  and  slavery,  blazed  throughout  America 
and  animated  all  her  citizens.    Determine  to  finish  the  con- 
test as  you  began  it,  honestly  and  gloriously.    Let  it  never 
be  said,  that  America  had  no  sooner  become  independent* 
than  she  became  insolvent,  o(  that  her  infant  glories  and 
growing  fame  were  obscured  and  tarnished  by  broken  con<^ 
tracts  and  violated  faith,  in  the  very  hour  when  all  the  na« 
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sucli  Carolinians  as  Joined  ihe  enemy  while  they  were  in 
possession  of  the  country.  South  Carolina  was  the  only 
State  that  had  not  confiscated  the  property  of  the  disaffected. 
The  step  just  taken  puts  her  on  a  footing  with  tlie  other 
States  in  the  Union.  The  Assembly  -of  fhis  State  has  passed 
a  resolution,  in  consequence  of  which  a  purchase  of  land  is 
to  be  made  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
livres  tournois,  which  Carolina  makes  a  present  to  General 
Greene  as  the  saviour  of  that  province. 

Mr.  Matthews,  a  delegate  from  Congress,  lately  arrived 
in  Carolina,  has.  it  is  said,  beea  chosen  governor  in  the  room 
of  Mr,  Rutledge:  he  has  communicated  to  the  persona  of 
most  influence  in  this  State,  the  ultimatum  of  the  month  of 
*  •  last,  who  approved  of  the  clauses  in  general,  and  par- 
ticularly that  one  which  leaves  the  king  master  of  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  or  truce,  excepting  independence,  and 
treaties  of  alliance.  A  delegate  from  South  Carolina  told 
me  that  this  ultimatum  was  equally  well  known  by  persons 
of  note  in  this  State,  and  this  had  given  entire  satisfaction 
there.  It  is  the  same  with  regard  to  several  other  iStates ; 
and  I  believe  I  may  assure  you,  upon  the  testimony  of  sev- 
eral delegates,  that  this  measure  is  approved  by  a  great 
majority ;  but  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  is  using  all  his  endeav- 
ours to  raise  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  a  strong  opposi- 
tion to  peace,  if  the  Eastern  States  are  not  thereby  admitted 
to  the  fisheries,  aild  particularly  to  that  of  Newfoundland. 
Samuel  Adams  delights  in  trouble  and  difficulty,  and  prides 
himself  on  forming  an  opposition  against  the  government 
whereof  he  is  himself  the  president.  His  aims  and  intentions 
are  to  render  the  minority  of  consequence,  nndat  this  very 
moment  he  is  attacking  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts, 
although  it  is  in  a  great  measure  his  own  work ;  but  he  had 
disliked  it  since  tlie  people  had  shown  their  uniform  attach- 
ment to  it. 

It  may  be  expected  that  with  this  disposition  no  measure 
can  meet  the  approval  of  Mr.  Samuel  Adams ;  and  if  the 
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made  while  New-York,  Chaileston,  and  Penobscot  are  in 
the  enemy's  hands ;  our  allies  will  be  less  tractable  than  ever 
upon  these  points  whenever  they  recover  these  important 
posts.     There  are  some  judicious  persons  to  whom  one 

may  apeak  of  giving  up  the  fisheries,  and  the ♦  of 

the  west,  for  the  sake  of  peace.  But  tjiiere  are  enthusiasts 
who  fly  out  at  this  idea,  and  their  numbers  cannot  ikil 
increasing  when,  after  the  English  ane  expelled  from  this 
continent,  the  burden  of  the  war  will  scarcely  be  felt  It  is 
•already  observable  that  the  advocates  for  peace  are  those 
who  Uve  in  the  country.  The  inhabitants  of  towns  whom 
commerce  enriches,  mechanics  who  receive  there  a  higher 
pay  than  before  the  war,  and  five  or  six  timed  more  than  in 
Europe,  do  not  wish  for  it,  but  it  is  a  happy  circumstance 
that  this  division  is  nearly  equal  in  the  Congress  and  among 
the  States,  since  our  influence  can  incline  the  beam  either 
for  peace  or  war,  whichever  way  we  choose.  .  Another 
means  of  preserving  to  France  so  import^t  a  branch  of  her 
commerce  and  navigation,  is  that  proposed  to  you,  sir,  by 

M.rf viz.  the  conquest  of  Cape  Breton:  it  seems  to  me, 

as  it  does  to  that  minister,  the  only  sure  means  of  containing 
within  bounds,  when  peace  is  made,  those  sWarms  of  smug- 
glers who,  without  regard  to  treaties,  will  turii  all  their 
activity,  daring  spirit,  and  means  towards  the  .fisheries, 
whose  undertakings  Congress  will  not,  perhaps,  have  the 
power  or  the  will  to  suppress.  If  it  be  apprehended  that 
the  peace,  which  is  to  •  put  an  end  to  the  present  war,  will 
prove  disagreeable  to  any  of  the  United  States,  there  ap- 
pears to  me  a  certain  method  of  guarding  against  the  effects 
of  this  discontent,  of  preventing  the  declaration  of  some 
States,  and  other  resources  which  turbulent  minds  might 
employ  for  availing  themselves  of  the  present  juncture. 
This  would  be  for  his  majesty  to  cause  a  memorial  to  b^ 
delivered  to  Congress;  wherein  should  be  stated  tho  vm 

.   *  Supposed  lands. 


i 


1 


APPXHDIK.  49^ 

[No.  IV.] 

ADDRESSES  TO  THE  AMERICAN  RIBLE  SOCIETY* 


At  the  Annual  Meetings  May  9, 1822. 

^OuR  late  worthy  and  munificent  president  having,  sinoe 
the  last  anniversary  of  the  ^o^iety,  been  -removed  to  a 
better  state,  the  board  of  managers  were  pleased  to 
elect  me  to  succeed  him :  and  that  the  state  of  my  healih 
might  cease  to  be  an  objection,  they  have  also  dispensed 
with  my  personal  attendance.  For  the  honour  they  have 
done  me  by  both  these  marks  of.  attention,  it  gives  mt 
pleasure  to  express  my  sincere  sind  grateful  acknowledge 
ments.  With  equal  sincerity  I  assure  the  society,  thai 
although  restrained  from  active  services  by  long  continued 
maladies,  and  the  increasing  infirmities  of  age,  my  attach* 
ment  to  this  institution,  and  my  desire  to  promote  tb^ 
attainment  of  its  great  and  important  object^  remain  un* 
diminished.   .  .     '  * 

Those  great  and  important  objects  have,  on  former  anni- 
versaries of  this  and  similar  societies,  been  so  comprehend 
sively  and  eloquently  elucidated  by  gentlemen  of  signal 
worth  and  talents,  as  that  it  would  neither  be  a  necessary 
nor  an  easy  task  to  give  'them  additionioil  illustration.  So 
interesting,  however,  are  the  various  topics  which  bear  a 
relation  to  the  purposes  for  which  we  have  associated,  thai 
it  cannot  be  uselesis,  nor,  on  these  occ^oni^  unseasonahler 
to  reiterate  our  attention  to  some  of  them. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  original,  and  the  subr 
sequent  fallen  state  of  man ;  his  promised  redemption  from 
the  latter,  and  the  institution  of  sacrifices  having  leferenoe 
to  it,  were  well  knpwnto  manyof  every  antediluvian  gei^ 
eration.  That  these  great  truths  were  known  to  Noab» 
appears  from  the  Divine  favour  he  experienced ;  firom  hit 
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By  those  revelationsi  the  promise  and  expectation  of  ro- 
demptton  were  from  time  to  time  renewed,  and  sundry  dis^ 
tinctive  marks  and  characteristic  circumstances  of  the 
-Redcfemer  predicted.  The  same  merciful  Providence  has 
also  been  pleased  to  cause  every  material  event  and  oc6ur-  ^ 
rence  respecting  our  Redeemer,  together  witl>  the  gospel 
he  proclaimed,  and  the  miracles  and  predicHons  to  which 
it  gave  occasion,  to  be  faithfully  recorded  and  preserved 
br  the  information  and  benefit  of  all  mankind. 

All  thes^  records  are  set  forth  in  the  Bible  which  we  are 
distributing ;  and  from  them  it  derives  dnr  incalculable  de- 
gree of  importance;  for  as  every  man  must  soon  pass 
through  his  short  term  of  existence  here,  into  a  state  and 
life  of  endless  duration,  the  knowledge  necessary  to' enable 
him  to  prepare  for  such  a  change  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated.  . 

The  gospel  was  no  sooner  published,  than  it  proceeded 
to  triumph  over  obstacles  which  its  enemied  thought  insCir- 
mountable,  and  numerous  heathen  nations  rendered  joyful 
**  obedience  to  the  faith."  Well-known  events  afterward 
occurred,  which  impededr  its  progress,  and  even  contiracted 
the  limits  of  its  sway*  Why  those  events  were  permitted, 
and  why  the  conversion  of  the  great  residue  of  the  Gentiles 
was  postponed,  has  not  been  revealed  to  us.  The  Scrip- 
tures inform  us,  that  the  coming  in  of  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles  will  not  be  accomplished  while  Jerusalem  shall 
continue  to  be  trodden  down  by  them^  As  a  distant  future 
period  appears  to  have  been  allotted  for  its  accomplishment, 
so  a  distant  future  season  was  doubtless  adsijgned  for  its 
eflfectnal  commencement;  Although  the  time  ap{x>ibted 
for  the  arriviil^  of  that  season  cannot  be  foreseen,  yet  we 
have  reason  to  presume  that  its  approach,'  like  the  approach 
of  most  other  seasons,  will  be  preceded  and  denoted  by 
appropriate  land  significa.nt  indications.  As  the  conversion 
of  the  Gentiles  is  doubtless  to  be  effected  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  Christian  nations,  so  these  will  doubtiess  be 
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Christians,  who,  under  the  countenance  sgid  authority  of 
their  respective  govenxments,  treated  the  heathen  in|^bit- 
ants~of  certain  countries  in  Africa  as  articles  of  coipmerce; 
taking  and  transporting  multitudes  of  them,  like  beasts  of 
burden,  to  distant  regions ;  to  be  sold,  and  to  toil  and  die  in 
slavery.  During  the  continuance  of  such  .a  traffic,  with 
what  consistence,  grace,  or  prospect  of  success,  could  such 
Christians  send  missionaries  to  present  the  Bible,  or  preach 
the  Christian  doctrines  of  brotherly  hipdness  and  charity  to 
the  people -of  those  countriea? 

So  far  as  .respects  Great  Britain  and  .the  United  StatelB, 
that  obstacle  has  been  removed ;  and  other  Christian  n&- 
tions  have  ,partially  followed  their  example.  Although 
similar  circumstances  expose  some  of  them  to  an  opposition 
like  that  which  Gfreat  Britain  experienced,  it  is  to  be>  hoped 
that  an  overruling  Providence  will  render  it  equally  unsuc- 
cessful. I  allude  to  the  territorial  and  personal  concerns 
which  prompted  the  opposition  with  which  the  advocate^ 
for  the  act  of  abolition  had  to  contend*  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  many -influential  individuals  deeply  interested  io 
the  9lave-:trade,  togethec  with  others  who  believed  its  coot- 
tinuance  to  be  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  British 
West  India  Islands,  made  strenuous  opposition  to  its  aboli- 
tion, even  in  the  British  parliament  Delays  were  .caused 
by  it,  but  considerations  of  a  higher  class  than  those  which 
excited  the  opposition,  finally  prevailed,  and  the  paiiliament 
abolisl^ed  that  detestable  trade.  Well-merited  honour  wa« 
thereby  reflected  on  the  Legislature ;  and.  particularly  on 
that  excellent  and  celebrated  member  of  it,  whose  pious 
zeal  and  unwearied  perseverance  were  greatly  and  con- 
spicuously nistrume^ntal  to  the  removal  of  that  -obstacle. 
Their  example,  doubtless,  has  weight  with  tho^e  other  na^ 
tions  who  are  in  a  similar  predicament,  and  must  t«ul  to 
encourage  them  to  pnx^d  and  act  in  like  manner. 

Although  an  immense  heathen  population  in  India  wias 
under  the  dominion,  control, 'and  influence  of  a  Christiaa 
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vidualst  of  every  profession  and  occupation,  vrho  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  human  affairs  confine  their  speculations, 
resources,  and  energies  to  the  acquisition  of  tejinporal  pros- 
perity for  themselves  wd  fiamilies,  have  become  so  ready 
and  solicitous  to  supply  idolatrous  strangers  in  remote 
regions  with  the  meahs'  of  obtaining  eternal  felicity  ?  Who 
has  **  opened  their  hearts  to  attend"'  to  such  things  7 

It  will  be  acknowledged  that  worldly  wisdom  is  little 
conversant  with  the  transcendent  affairs  of  that  kingdom 
which  is  not  of  this  world ;  and  has  neither  ability  to  com- 
prehend, nor  inclination  to  further  them.  To  what  ade* 
quate  cause,  therefore,  can  these  extraordinary  events  be 
attributed,  but  to  the  wisdom  that  cometh  from  above  f  If 
80/  these  events  authorise  us  to  conclude,  that  the  Redeemer 
is  preparing  to  take  possession  of  the  great  remainder  of 
his  heritage,  and  is  inciting  and  instructing  his  servants  to 
act  accordingly.  The  duties  which  this  conclusion  pro- 
claims and  inculcates,  are  too  evident  and  well  known  to 
require  particular  enumeraiioa. 

.  Not  .only  Bible  Societies,  but  also  the  various  other  socle- 
ties  who  in  different  ways  are  forwarding  the  great  woric 
in  question,  have  abundant  reason  to  rejoice  and  be  thankful 
for  the  blessings  which  have  .  prospered  their  endeavours. 
We  of  this  society  in  particular  cannot  fail  to  participate 
largely  in  this  gratitude  dnd  joy ;  especially  when  we  re- 
flect on  the  beneficent  and  successful  exertions  of  our  late 
meritorious  president  to  establish  and  support  it — on  the 
number  of  our  auxiliaries  and  membert-— on  the  continuance 
and  amount  of  their  contributions-rand  on  the  fidelity  and 
prudence  with  which  oyr  affairs  have  been  m^^ag^d. 

Let  us  therefore  persevere  steadfastly  in  distributing  the 
Scriptures  far  and  near,  and  without  .note  or  comment 
We  are  assured  that  they  "are  profitable  for  doctrine,  for 
reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in>  righteousness.'* 
They  comprise  the  inestimable  writings  by  which  the  in- 
spired apostles,  who  wete  commanded  to  preach  the  gospel 
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lo  off  p«>ifle,  have  transmitted  it,  through  many  ages,  down 
Id  our  days.  The  apostles  were  opposed  in*  preaching  the 
gosp^  hut  they  nevertheless  persisted^  *We  are  opposed 
in  dispensing  the  Scriptures.which  convey  the  knowledgp  of 
it ;  an4  let  ns  follow  their  example.  An  eminent  ^ncjent 
counsellor  gave  excellent  advice  to  tAetr  adversaries;  and 
his  reasoning  affords  salutary,  admonition  to  our  ^c^poflents. 

That  advice  m^ts  attention,  and  was  ccmdud^  in  the  lol- 

lowing  memorable  words*  ^      ^ 

^  Refrain  finqm  these  men,  and  let  t)iem  alone ;  for  if  this 

counsel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  naught ;  but 

if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it ;  lest  haply  ye  be 

found  even  to  fight  against  God.** 


Ai  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  8,  1823. 

GsirrLEMEit, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  observe  that  this  anniversary,  like 

the  preceding,  brings  with  it  tidings  which  give  us  occasion 
for  mutual  gratulations,  and  for  unitfed  thanksgivings  to  Him 
whose  blessings  continue  to  prosper  our  proceedings. 

These  annual  meetings  naturally  remind  us  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  we  liave  associated  ;  and  lead  us  lo  reflec- 
tions higlily  interesting  to  those  who  consider  what  and 
where  we  are,  and  what  and  where  we  are  to  be. 

That  all  men,  throughout  all  ages,  have  violated  their 
allegiance  to  tlieir  great  Sovereign,  is  a  fact  to  which  expe- 
rience and  revelation  bear  ample  and  concurrent  testimony. 
The  Divine  attributes  forbid  us  to  suppose,  that  the  Almighty 
Sovereign  of  the  universe  will  f)ermit  any  province  of  His 
empire  to  remain  for  ever  in  a  state  of  revolt.  On  the 
contrary,  tiie  sacred  Scriptures  assure  us,  that  it  shall  not 
only  be  reduced  to  obedience,  but  also  be  so  purified  and 
improved,  as  that  righteousness  and  felicity  shall  dwell  and 
abide  in  it. 
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Had  it  not  been  the  purpose  of  God,  that  His  will  should 
be  done  on  earth  as  it  is^done  in  heaven,  He  would  not  have 
commanded  us  to  pray  for  it.  That  command  implies  i 
prediction  and  a  promise  that  in  due  season  it  shall  be 
accomplished.  If  therefore  the  will  of  God  is  to  be  done 
on  earth  as  if  is  done  in  heaven,  it  must  undoubtedly  be 
known  throughout  the  earth,  before  it  can  be  doqe  through- 
out the  earth ;  and  consequently,  He  who  has  ^lecteed  that 
it  shall  be  so  done,  will  provide  that  it  shall  be  so  known. 

Our  Redeemer  having  directed  that  the  gospel  should  be 
preached  throtighout  the  world,  it' was  preached  accord- 
ingly ;  and  being  witnessed  from  on  high,  **  vfith  signs  and 
wonders,  and  with  divers  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,"  it  became  preponderant,  and  triumphant,  and  efful- 
gent. But.  this  state  of  exaltation,  for  reasons  unknown  to 
us,  was  suffered  to  undergo  a  temporary  depression.  A 
subsequent  period  arrived,  when  the  pure  doctrines  of  the 
gospel  Were  so  alloyed  by  admixture?,  and  obs6ured  by 
appendages,  that  its  lustre  gradually  diminished,  and  like 
the  fine  gold  mentioned  by  the  prophet,  it  became  dim. 

Since  the  Reforifrtation,  artifice  afld  error  have  been 
losing  their  influence  on  ignorance  and  credulity,  and  the 
gospel  has  been  resuming  its  purity.     We  now  see  Chris- 
tians, in  different  countries,  and  of  different  denominations, 
spontaneously  and  cordially  engaged  in   conveying  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  knowledge  of  salvation,  to  the  heathen 
inhabitants  of  distant  regions.     So  singular,  impressive, 
and  eflicient  is  the  impulse  which  actuates  them,  diat  with- 
out the  least  prospect  of  earthly  retribution,  they  cheerfully 
submit  to  such  pecuniary  contributions,  such  appropriations 
of  time  and  industry,  and,  in  many   instances,  to  such 
hazards  and  privations,  and  such  derejictions  of  personal 
comfort  and  convenience,  as  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
propensities  of  human  nature. 

Can  such  extraordinary*  and  unexanipled  undertakings 
possibly  belong  to  that  class  of  enterprises,,  which  we  are 
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These  changes  have  the  appearance  of  incipient  prepara* 
tives  for  tlieir. conversion. 

Besides  the;se  recent  changes  in  favpur  pf  the  heathen 
and  the  Jews,  another  -has  taken  place  in  the  .disposition 
and  feelings  of  our  people  towards,  the  many  savage  nationi 
who  still  remain  within,  our  limits.  The  policy  formerly 
observed  towards  them,  together  with  our  rapid  population^ 
increased  their  necessities,  but  not  our  endeavours  ta  alle- 
viate them.  This  indifference  has  latterly  been  yielding  to 
a  general  sympathy,  for  their  wretchedness,  and  to  a  desire 
to  ameliorate  thehr  condition.  ^For  this  laudable  purpose, 
our  government  has  wisely  and  virtuously-  adopted  mea-» 
sores  for  their  welfare ;  and  benevolent  societies  and  pious 
individuals  are^  using  means  to  introduce  among  them  the 
benefits  of  civilization  and  Christianity. 

Nor  are  these  the  only  events  and  changes  whidi  aipe 
facilitating  the  distribution,  and  extending  the  knowledge  of 
the  Scriptures.  For  a  long  course  of  years,  many  Euro- 
pean nations  were  induced  to  regard  toieratioa  ^s  pep* 
nicious,  and  to  believe  that  the  people  had  no  right  to  think 
and  judge  for  themselves  respecting  religious  tenets  and 
modes  of  worship.  Hence  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  pro- 
hibit their  reading  the  Bible,  and  to  grant  that  privilege 
only  to  persons,' of  a  certain  description.  .  Intolerance  is 
passing  away,  and  in  France,  where  it  forfnerly  prevailed, 
Bible  Societies  have  been  established  by  permission  of 
the  government,  and  are  proceeding  prosperously,- under 
the  auspices  of  men  high  in  rank,  in  character,  and  in 
station.  •  ' 

From  the  nature,  the  tendency,  and  the  results  of  these 
retent  and  singular  changes,  events,  and  institntiofis ;  from 
their  coincidence,  and  admirable  adjustment,  as  meate  for 
making  known  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  inculcating  the 
Will  of  their  Divine  and  merciful  Author,  throughout  the 
world ;  and  from  the  dev.otedness  with  which  they  are  caiv 
rying  into  operation,  there  is  xoason  to  conclude  that  they 
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We  know  that  a.  great  proportion  of  mankind  are  igno* 
rant  of  the  revealed  will  of  God,  and  that  they  have  strong 
claims  to  the  sympathy  abd  compassion  which  we,  who  are 
fiivoured  with  it,  feel  and  are  manifesting  for  them.  To  the 
most  sagacious  among  the  heathen  it  must  etppear  woiider- 
ful  and  inexplicable  that  such  a  vicious,  suffering  beibg  as 
man  should  have  proceeded  in  such  a^conditibn  from  the 
hands  of  his  Creator.  .  Having  obscure  and  conibsed  ideas 
of  a  future  state,  and  unable  to  ascertain  how  far  justice 
may  yield  to  mercy  or  mercy  to  justice,  they  live  and  die 
(as  our  heathen  ancestors  did)  involved  in  darkness  and 
perplexities. 

By  conveying  the  Bible  to  people  thus  circumstanced  we 
certainly  do  them  a  most  interesting  act  of  kindness*  We 
thereby,  enable  them  to  learn,  that  man  was  originally  cre- 
ated and  placed  in^a  state  of  happiness,  but,  becoming  diso- 
Ibedient,  Was  subjected  to  the  degradation  and  ^Vils  which 
he  and  his  posterity  h&ve  since  experienced.  The  Bible  * 
will  also  inform  them,  that  our  gradous  Creator  has  pro- 
vided for  us  a  Redeemer,  in  whom  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  should  be  blessed^^that  this  Redeemer  has  made 
a.tonement  ^*for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,**  and  thereby 
reconciling  the  Divine  justice  with  the  Divine  mercy,  hfis 
opened  a  way  for  bur  redemption  and  salvation  ;  and  that 
these  inestimable  benefits  are  of  the  free  gift  and  grace  of 
God,  not  of  our  deserving,  nor  in  our  power  to  deserve* 
The  Bible  will  also  animate  them  with  many  explicit  and 
consoling  assurances  of  the  divine  mercy  to  our  fallen  race, 
and  with  repeated  invitations  to  accept  the  oQers  of  pardon 
and  reconciliation.  The  truth  of  these  facts  and  the  sin- 
cerity of  these  assurances  being  unquestionable,  they  can- 
not fail  to  promote  the  happiness  of  those  by  whom  they 
are  gratefully  received,  and  of  those  by  whom  -they  are 
benevolently  conttiiunicated. 

We  have  also  the  satisfaction  of  observii^  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  chCirch  continues  to  improve.  When  at  cer- 
tain periods  subsequent  to  the  Reform'atktai  diioordant 
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always  well  founded.  This  intercourse  is  rendered  the 
more'efBcient  by  the  great  and  increasing  number  of  cler- 
ical members  from  dissimilar  denominations.  Convinced 
by  observation  and  ^experience  that  persons  of  great  worth 
and  piety  are  attached  to  sects  different  from  their  own,  the 
.4uties  of  their  vocation,  and  their  respectable  characters, 
naturally  incline  them  to  jecommend  and  encourage  Chris- 
tian friendliness. 

It  is  well  known,  that  both  cathedrals  and  meeting-houses 
have  heretoforfj  exhibited  individuals  who  have  been  uni- 
versally and  justly  celebrated  as  real  and  usefiil  Christians ; 
and  it  is  also  well  known,  that  at  present  not  a  few,  under 
similar  circumstances  and  of  similar  characters,  deserve  the 
like  esteem  and  commendation.  As  real  Christians  sie 
made  so  by  Him  without  whom  we  "  can  do  nothing,"  it  is 
equally  certain  that  He  receives  them  into  His  family,  and 
that  in  His  family  mutual  love  and  uninterrupted  concord 
never  cease  to  prevail.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  or 
suppose  that  this  family  will  be  divided  into  separate  classed 
and  that  separate  apartments  in  the  mansions  of  bliss  will 
be  allotted  to  them  according  to  the  different  sects  froai 
which  they  had  proceeded. 

These  truths  and  considerations  direct  our  attention  to 
the  new  comnxandment  of  our  Saviour,  that  his-disciples 
"  do  love  one  another :"  although  an  anterior  commandment 
required,  that,  "  as  we  had  opportunity,"  we  should  **  do 
good  unto  all  men ;"  yet  this  new  one  makes  it  our  duty  to 
do  so  "  especially  to  the  household  of  faith.**  In  the  early 
ages  of  the  church.  Christians  were  highly  distinguished  by 
their  obedience  to  it ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  con- 
duct of  too  many  of  -their  successors  has»  in  this  respect, 
been  less  worthy  of  imitation.  *     - 

Our  days  are  becoming  more  and  more  favoured  and 
distinguished  by  new  and  unexpected  accessions  of  strengtti. 
to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  A  zeal  unknown  to  many  pre- 
ceding ages  has  recently  pervaded  almost  every  Christian 
country,  and  occasioned  the  establishment  of  inMitutioiii 
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dence ;  and  which  have  been  received  with  general  and 
well-merited  approbation. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  comments  of  a  rery  diffi^rent 
character  and  description  have  caused  errors  to  germinate 
and  take  root  in  Christian  countries.  Some  of  these  were  fab- 
rjfiAled  by  individuals,  who,  finding  that  they  could  not  carry 
their  favourite  propensities  and  habits  with  them  through  tba 
"  narrow  way"  prescribed  by  the  gospel,  endeavoured  to 
discredit  Christianity  by  objections  which  exhibit  stronger 
marks  of  disingenuous,  than  of  correct  and  candid  reason* 
ing.  By  artfully  and  diligently  encouraging  defection  from 
Scripture,  and  from  Scripture  doctrines,  they  gradually 
introduced  and  spread  that  contempt  for  both,  which  in  tho 
last  century  was  publicly  displayed  in  impious  acts  of  pro* 
ianeness,  and  in  dreadful  deeds  of  ferocity.  These  atrocities 
repressed  the  career  of  infidelity,  and  infidels  thereupon 
became  less  assuming,  but  not  less  adverse. 

Even  among  professing  Christians,  and  of  distinct  denom* 
inations,  there  are  not  a  few  of  distinguished  attainment! 
and  stations  who  have  sedulously  endeavoured  so  to  inter* 
pret  and  paraphrase  certain  passages  in  the  Bible,  as  to  ren* 
der  them  congruous  with  peculiar  opinions,  and  auxiliary  to 
particular  purposes. 

Certain  other  commentators,  doubtless  from  a  sincere  do* 
sire  to  increase  Christian  knowledge  by  luminous  expo- 
sitions  of  abstruse  subjects,  have  attempted  to  penetrate  into 
the  recesses  of  profpund  mysteries,  and  to  dispel  their  ob- 
scurity by  the  light  of  reason.  It  seems  they  did  not  recd- 
lect  that  710  man  can  explain  what  no  man  can  understand* 
Those  mysteries  were  revealed  to  our  faith,  to  be  believed 
on  the  credit  of  Divine  testimony ;  and  were  not  addressed 
to  our  mental  abilities  for  explication.  Numerous  objecti 
which  include  mysteries  daily  occur  to  our  senses.  We 
are  convinced  of  their  existence  and  reality,  but  of  the 
means  and  processes  by  which  they  become  what  they  are, 
and  operate  as  they  do,  we  all  continue  ignorant    Henoe 
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racy,  and  in  divers  languages :  they  were  also  endued  with 
power  to  prove  the  truth  of  their  doctrine,  and  of  their 
authority  to  preach  it^  by  wonderful  and  supernatural  signs 
and  miracles. 

A  merciful  Providence  also  provided  that  some  of  these 
inspired  men  should  commit  to  writing  such  accounts  of  tha 
gospel,  and  of  their  acts  and  proceedings  in  preaching  it,  as 
would  constitute  and  establish  a  standard  whereby  future 
preachers  and  generations  might  ascertain  what  they  ought 
to  believe  and  to  do ;  and  be  thereby  secured  against  the 
danger  of  being  misled  by  the  mistakes  and  corruptions  inci- 
dent to  tradition.  The  Bible  contains  these  writings,  and 
exhibits  such  a  connected  series  of  the  Divine  revelations 
and  dispensations  respecting  the  present  and  future  state  of 
mankind,  and  so  amply  attested  by  internal  and  external 
evidence,  that  we  have  no  reaaon  to  desire  or  expect  that 
further  miracles  will  be  wrought  to  confirm  the  belief  and 
confidence  which  they  invite  and  require. 

On  viewing  the  Bible  in  this  light,  it  appears  that  an  ex- 
tensive and  increasing  distribution  of  it  has  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  gospel  throughout  the 
world.  That  it  will  proceed,  and  in  due  time  be  accom- 
plished, there  can  be  no  doubt ;  let  us  therefore  continue  U> 
promote  it  with  unabated  zeal,  and  in  full  assurance  that  the 
omnipotent  Author  and  Protector  of  the  gospel  will  not 
suffer  his  gracious  purposes  to  be  frustrated  by  the  arts  and 
devices,  either  of  malignant  **  principalities  and  powersv**  or 
of  "  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places." 


[  No.  V.  ] 

A  PRAYER.* 

Most  merciful  Father  I  who  desirest  not  the  death  of  a 
sinner,  but  will  have  all  men  to.  be  saved  and  to  come  to 

*Thii prayer  wm  fonikd  in  Mr.  Jay'a  haDdwntiiig,  mong  hia p^ert.     . 
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hope  of  salvation  in  him  and  in  him  only.  Wean  me  from 
undue  and  unseasonable  attachments  and  attentions  to  the 
things  of  this  transitory  worlds  and  raise  my  thoughts, 
desires,  and  a£fections  continually  unto  thee,  and  to  the 
blessings  of  the  better  and  eternal  world  which  is  to  sue* 
ceed  this. 

Protect  me  from  becoming  a  prey  to  temptations  to  evil, 
cause  the  new  and  spiritual  life  which  of  thy  goodness  thou 
hast  begun  in  me,  to  increase  daily  in  growth  and  strength, 
by  that  spiritual  bread  which  cometh  down  from  heaven, 
even  thy  holy  and  beloved  Son,  who  of  thee  is  made  unto 
us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  re- 
demption :  by  whose  precious  blood  atonement  hath  been 
made  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  especially  of  penitent 
believers.  Establish  my  faith  in  that  great  atonement,  and 
my  gratitude  for  it  And  I  thank  thee  for  giving  me  grace 
and  opportunities  to  partake  in  thy  holy  communion,  insti« 
tuted  in  remembrance  of  our  Saviour,  and  of  that  great 
atonement.  Prepare  me  to  partake  thereof  again,  more 
worthily  and  more  to  the  edification  of  my  soul. 

Be  pleased  to  impress  my  heart  and  mind  with  a  deep 
and  permanent  sense  and  recollection  of  the  manifold  and 
unmerited  blessings  and  mercies,  spiritual  and  temporal, 
which  throughout  my  life  thou  hast  conferred  upon  me. 
Give  me  grace  to  love  and  obey  and  be  thankful  unto  thee, 
with  all  my  heart,  with  all  my  soul,  with  all  my  mind,  and 
with  all  my  strength ;  and  to  worship  and  to  serve  thee  in 
humility,  in  spirit,  and  in  truth.  Give  me  grace  also  to  love 
my  neighbour  as  myself,  and  wisely  and  diligently  to  do 
the  duties  incumbent  upon  me  according  to  thy  holy  will, 
and  because  it  is  thy  holy  will,  and  not  from  worldly  con- 
siderations. 

Be  pleased  also  to  impress  my  heart  and  mind  with  a 
deep  and  unceasing  sense  and  recollection  of  the  evil  of  sin, 
and  of  my  disobedience  and  ingratitude  to  thee,  my  gracious 
and  merciful  Father,  my  constant  and  bountiful  benefactor. 
Give  me  grace,  I  humbly  and  earnestly  beseech  thee,  to 
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My  gracious  Saviour  I  continue,  I  beseech  thee,  to  look 
down  with  compassion  and  mercy  upon  me,  and  to  inter- 
cede for  me, 

^  Be  pleased  to  deliver  me  entirely  from  the  bondage  of 
miif  and  to  heal  the  maladies  of  my  soul.  Bless  it  with 
that  health,  and  rest,  and  peace  which  thou,  and  thou  only 
canst  give.  Bless  it  with  wisdom  and  righteousness,  with 
sanctification  and  redemption,  that  I  may  be  and  remain  a 
new  creature. 

Without  thee  wc  can  do  nothing ;  condescend  to  abide 
in  me,  and  enable  me  to  abide  in  thee,  as  the  branch  in  ,the 
vine.  Let  thy  Holy  Spirit  purify,  and  cause  it  to  produce 
firuit  meet  for  repentance  and  amendment  of  life. 

Impress  my  heart  and  mind  with  a  constant  sense  and 
recollection  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  of  the  degeneracy  and 
miseries  to  which  it  has  subjected  our  fallen  race.  Make 
and  keep  me  convinced  and  mindful  of  thine  infinite  and 
unmerited  goodness,  in  what  thou  hast  done  and  suffered, 
and  art  doing  to  save  us  from  our  sins,  and  from  the  pun- 
ishment and  perdition  they  deserve ;  and  even  to  fit  and 
prepare  us  for  everlasting  life  and  happiness. 

Give  me  grace  to  meditate  with  faith  and  gratitude  on 
thy  kind  redeeming  love  all  the  days  of  my  life.  When 
thou  shalt  call  me  hence,  be  with  me  in  the  hour  of  deaths 
and  bless  me  with  a  full  assurance  of  faith  and  hope,  that  I 
may  **  fear  no  evil." 


[No.  VI.] 

EXTRACTS   FROM   THE   WILL   OP  JOHN  JAY. 

"  I,  John  Jay,  of  Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Westchester, 
and  State  of  New- York,  being  sensible  of  the  importance 
and  duty  of  so  ordering  my  afiairs  as  to  be  prepared  for 
death,  do  make  and  declare  my  last  will  and  testament  in 
manner  and  form  following,  viz : — Unto  Him  who  is  the 
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